PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
0D Was Balloon
23 Sep 55 Leqnape, Pa D Probably Balloon |
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION R Possibly Balloon ;
O Was Aircraft
Locg'______________________________ ucmmd'VI ’Uﬂ" u GfOUﬂd"Rﬂdﬂr 0 Pfob?b'Y Ai_rCfﬂ'"’
e CMT 2 1630%Z O AirVisuadl O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft
K- 5. PHOTOS §. SOURCE 0O Was Astronomical
N | O Yes O Probably Astronomical
g % No | cliv O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 0 Othesoioious e )
g {;lskulfi cient Dota for Evaluation
nknown
e D MRS TR e R I SRR e MRk o
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
Dark obj, shaped like toy top. Had Possible balloon observation.

rudder underneath.
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AFFORM 12—PART 1. .~ . " e o

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 15 - ‘ X SN
COUNTRY

. USA
sumEcT .. piat bk b . ' AplAs 2,

- UFOB | _._ R R _- S
AREZA HWHTIDON ' | o'+ . | FROM t‘,tgﬂur = ‘ s

WEST CI-ESS’I'L‘R, PA. LR Kyl msht '3-H, 46026 AIss
DA‘I'IOI' llm o ? | LT sty e b IVALUATION ‘
o October 1955 il o

mmntoln ew) RSat PR

CFLSM Bo - HANSON Ca. ain USAF - - | NRS.m - T TR
'REFERENCKS (Condrod numbder, diractios, previous report, ele., as applicable) 'PT 115G T CILR BN T S DA d‘bd 23 21122

Sept 55; Converaation between liaj Thrasher and Lt Berrier, Flt..’j-H! "27 BOUELY DN

SUMMARY: (Iwier mlu mmary olnpoﬂ. Qlos tignifeance In final oncmmc mraﬂaph List inclosures of lwu lefi. Begin lext of repori on AF Form m- arl m

I.' CONTENTS: - - e WL o s

845 Fy
L]

PART ONE; Description of aighting e 1. |
1 Lenape Rload, RPD;#5 ¥ Wes'o Cnester ’ PennsyJ va.nia. (GooHei‘
CIQE 2557)e 1 - o

l

PART TWOM 8upplementary Investigative Bfforta

PART THRIRI“ Co:mnen’ce of Prepa.ring Offioer
II. SUMMARY: An un\.dantified ﬂying ob,joct was reported to tho Oporat:.ons
‘Officer on duty at llew Cantle AR olaware (Ceollef GJQI 2540) shortly afbor its
sighting by Mrs, at 23/1630 Soptouber 1955 ncar West (,hc.,-.tcr,
Pennsylvaniae, Thae follovwing roport 1s the result of an intcrview with tho above-
nentioned observer audl varlous other agencios in the vicinity of the sighting whose
" assistanco was sought ln determining the probable cause of tho aight:i Nge -

111, IITVBSTIGA'I\)R: 2/Lt Charles L. Borrior s AO 3019811...

| Mﬁ’é—m 3
" CIHESTLR Dy LANSON
Captain, UsAk. -

Ofricer in Lharﬂo

; L ) R

M M WHTTE on
Colonel, USAF

) R Cormander
2 mas (Soo individual parts)

e ol e =

"DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

D/I, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 26 ADiv; Comdr, L602d AISS; 0IC, Flt 3uH, “tiw: (T
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. J=[{={J'OB=9-=55] . Part One
Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS ! '

i ' ' PAGE 2 or 8 PAGES

I. SOURCE: lirs. NN

Addreasas:

(GeoRef GJQK 2557)
Age: 33 | |

QOc cilpa‘bion: Housewife

S - T———— = =

- Education: College

Qualificatiohs:' -20/15 j{j.._sion, \Jncorrected bix I |
II. RELIABILITY: Goods SOURCE was contacted pergondlly.

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF .SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that on 23 Soptomber 1955
at 12:30 EDST a sound sindlar to the sputtering of a|light plane's eng:.ne drew her
attention to the sky. GOURCE dashed around to the side of her house in order to scan
the horizon but was unablo to see the aircraft. She|began scanning the sky, when

suddenly she notlced tha appearance of a strange f g object, oval-shaped and char-
coa.l gray in color moving across the sky. e, -

SOURCL‘ watchaed the object perform a coL\ter—cloclmise rotational movemen}
which continued as. the objact moved away and out ot $lght. The time of siphting was |

betwoen two and, five mlmitagy ILts course seemed to l‘e due wedt.

SOURCE could discern no sound being emitted by the UIOB during the time
she observed it, even though it was the sputtering sound which had first drawn her - |

attention to the skye During the UFOB sighting an unidentlfled airliner, flying low

at what SOURCE estimated to have been 1,000 I‘t.; flew below and to the right of tho
UroB. £ iy |

|

| | |
In addition to the oval-like configuration of the U 0B already noted,
SOURCE described that after she had dashed inside;to get a set of 7 x 50 binoculars,
she was able to distinguish a small blister on the ventral ce*ltor of the object as
well as a circular object just off the right 'side of the UFOB. & URCE was certain |
that the smaller object was moving independent of the larger 01:10. |

- - — —— —— A —— - T

SOURCE described the UIOBtg pll:,rsii:d.lﬂir_zp:earance to iave rescmbled the
cover of an alligator skin purse with slightly irregular protrusions visablec.

- The condition of the siy was overcast with an appre simate 35007 ceiling.

I ——— — A e W

lo photographs were talen of the UIOD.

e ——— —— Y —— .

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,50 U.S. © --
3) AND 32, AS AMENDED  ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED RY !
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FROM (Agency) REPORT NO, Al=Ul' UD =Y

. | Part One
‘Fligh’c..B-H , 46024 AISS e PAGE 3

OF 8 PAGES

Incl #1, SOURCE'S Memory Sketch of Object's Formation:
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NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,. 50 U.S.C.—
3MAND 32, ASAMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZEDN PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
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AF FORM 112—PART I} T ——
~ APPROVED 1 JUNE 1348 CLASSIFICATION ,

,  AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
oW (Ageen) | i“"’““"' 3H-UFOB-9-55 " Part Two - .
F ]J-Sht 3'“! 1*602'3' AISS ‘ ! el ' PAGE 4 or 8 * .non

SUPPImENTARI IHVESTIGATIVE FFF(RI‘SI -

R 1. The offioe' on dutz At the New Gastle, Delavure, Cmm’cy Airport Weather
| Station (CecRef GIQK 2640) was contacted and furnished the following information. His
- gtation releasse ceiling talloons at irregular intervala. lnflated, this type of tal-
loon measures approximately 18" in diameter, is frail and uswlly burata before reach-
ing 5,000 ft. No talloona had been launched on 23 Septcinber, however, on the.24th
aeveral celling tAalloons were released at one hour 1ntervala throughmrb the day and
would have floated in the direction of West Chester, Pennsylvania. The latter repor't,
" however, offerod no oonfirnation on the sighting of a UF(B on 23 September. .

2. The US Weather Bureau at Philadelphia Inten'ﬂtional Airport (GeoRef GJ &K

4653) was telephonsd and queried about balloon releases 011\23 September, The forecaste
on duty stated that no talloons had been released by them on the 23rd of September.
This agency referred the AISS inveastigator to the fleld unit whioh aupplys them with
Ta“'ﬂﬁather dﬂta' this bﬂlﬂg the ZAthMAA Gpo ﬂ , '\

| 3. A chesk with Hga Batt, 24th AA Gp located at Sﬂarthmore, Pa.,,(GeoRef GIGK
revealed that their normal achadule for releaslng radiosonde talloons is 1000 EIT,
1600 FDT, 2000 EDT, and u,no FUl and this scheduls was adhered to on the 23rd Septem-
ber, Withithe: ..axoaptionuut' tha  LOOO.EDT relbase:which vas>made at 1016 EIT. The balloot
vag of the regular typs, wirrylng madiosonde equipment consisting of a smll modulator
box approximately 6" squars and 4 cone-shaped transmitter, both mounted in a white
plastic box which 1s suspandad by & small red parachute to the talloon. When the al-
loon bursts between 50,000-and 60,000 £t, the parachute inflated , carrying the radio-

- sonde equipment ﬂfoly to Lhe ground, The white or gray 9' diameter neoprene with

attached radiosonde equipment could be aseen from the ground for several thousand feet,
'depending on the viaion of the observer or the vismal alds used.

Le A further chack with ths 21;th AA Gp Ground Meteorological Sectlion
near Swarthmore, Pa.,((lammt' OJQK 3758) disclosed the following data obtained from
the talloon which was reloamad at 10116 EI!I' on 23 Sap‘bember 1955:

Iima.&m.an_alm Azimuth of Balloon
10:16 {Releanad 259°
10:18 . | 2748
10320 . 302.9
10322 ' 307.4 |
10332} 12119 | /
10342 146.8
10:49 (Last Reading) 134 2

This talloon may havs burst shortly after the 1aat reading was mads or it may have
risen higher and drifted into winds which could have carried it tovard the vicinity of

Weat Chester, Pa,, however this lsn't definately known, From the wind data above, the

i.ndication is that this balloon drifted towvard Southern New Jersey in the Chesapeake
red .,

5. Bagse Weather and Operations at Newcastle Air Force Bﬁse, Delaware (GeoRef
CJOK 2639) was contacted, Tha officer on duty stated thut his activity did not releags
waather talloons, He further statsed that he had furnished 82nd Fir G’) Cperaticns with
the weather information for inclusion in the prelimimry repert, The ceilinz at that
time had been 3500 ft, To the Weather Officer's knomledge, there had been no meteoro-
logical releanes of any kind in the immediate vicinity of Vest Chester, Fa. on 23
o@p‘bember 195557 M |

oA S ST S GRS ARG - T A 0 - TR G SRR 2T T PN B O G A - i P B RN, RS TREPESER N 6 TS TED RSl U1 AN A mes B I R

Raadn ad o Sard 2 gt TR STATES WITHIN THE M™ f‘r\”“(‘ 0["1‘ IF ESPIONAGE Al T.59UL.5.C.—
nracnn 1S PRAMITMITED BY LAW,




AIK INIELLIGENCE INFORMAITION REPORT

FROM (-Agency) REPORT NO. 3H-UFOB-9-55 P&I’b T'HO
Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS

PAGE 5 OF 8 PAGES

e el gl et e e e o i . i

SUPPIEMENTARY INVESTICATIVE IF'FO}'{I'S. (c ont )

6. The US Weather Bureas in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (GeoRef GJPL 0816) reported
that the only balloons whlch they relexse are ceiling balloons measuring 15%-20" and
24"=30" in diameter which do not carry rasonde equipment. They are released at 04A0QEST
1000 EST, 1600 EST, and 2200 EST and remain aloft seldom over an hour,

7. A check with the US Weather Bureau at Greater Pittsburg Airpor"é (GeoRef GJIL
0227) ‘revedled that radlosonde tAlloons had been released from this station on 23
September at the following times, 0400 FST, 1000 EST, 1600 EST, and 2200 EST. The
forecagter on duty felt that only under unusual conditions would one of their balloons
have drifted as far as West Chester, In the event of a leak in the ‘mlloon, ‘it pro-
Bhly would not have attained a sufficient altitude for it to have burst. If thic Fad
been the caae wlth respect to the talloon launched at 0400 EST, it may feasibly have
drifted in the higher veloclity wind currents that are common abcnre 35,000ft, rcaching
the vicinity of the alghting at the approximate time the UFOB was observed.

The following data vBs recorded on the balloon released at 0400 EST:

Al 1;ggg,(ft) ~ Wind Direction - Wind Velocity (knots)
. 6,000 | 250 j 14
.8 , 000 \ 2 50 k 12,
10,000 T ” 26
14,000 SRS i 22
20,000 270 LY 26 -
25,000 | 290 40
30,000 . 290 53
35,000 - 300 | -82 .
45,000 310 59

50,000 RO 2} 70

8, A check wi'l:h Air Trffle Control at Friendship Field (Geonu GJr™ 2." 2).Nd,
ylelded no conflrmation on tha unidentified flying object observed rear lesl CP“ﬂLﬂr,
Pennsylvania on 23 September,

9. Air Traffic Con’t.rol at Philadelphia Internatioral Adrport 1ilcuine v23 un-
able to offer confirmation on the UFUB sighting.,

10, The Weather Station at Ft. Meade, Maryland(GeoRef GJPK 1607) vaz eallad by
telephone but had nothing to offer in the way of confirmation on the Ur(E,

| B . /
11, Operations at the 647th AC&W Sq in Manassas, Virginia (GeoRef GINJ 23.7%)

vas also contacted but had no informtion to relate which might serve to contirm th:
sighting of a UF(0B near West Chegter, Pennsylvania on 23 September 1955, °

-
M

——,

o il -

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAYTE ACT. 80U °. O
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AF FORM 112—PART Il

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

. ; AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPONT v 1:a
| FROM (Ageney) i MEPORT NO. 3h UFUB-9-55 Part Tiwo

Flight, 3-8, z.eozd AISS J ‘ g
———————————— et e —————— e e e ' : PAGK . or PAGES

Incl. #2, PART TWO
IT 1SG. GPOT 2968 FIl CQUDR 82D FIR GP DEF NGGA WILM DEL

PQT.
PP RJLPNB RIEPJR

DE RJEPNY 11

P 2403152

FM COMDR 2¢TH. MBBIVDEF ROSLYN AFS NY

TO RJEPNB/DIR INTEL EADF STEWART AFB NY
RJEPNB/HQ 4602ND AISS FADF STIWART AFB NY .
RJEPJ'R/FII M 4602ND AI3S mcaunm AFB NJ

P 2321002 L LK
FM CQVDR -82ND FTR GP DEF NCCA WIIM DEL § 2

TO RJEDEN/CCMDR ADC ENT AFB OOLORADO SPRINGS comrmno
RJEPNY/COMDR 26TH AIR DIV IFF ROSLYN AFS NY = - |
RJEDWP/CCQMDR AIRTECH INILL CEN WPAFB OHIO 4
RJEPHQ/CCUMDR DIR CF INPEL HQ USAF WASHDG

BT

/UNCIASSIFIED/ GPCT 296H4, REPORT CF UFm

/1/ DESCRIPTION CF CBJFCTS

A CHILD'S TOP

B SIZE OF PASEBA.LL

omm// . .

D ONE /1

E NA

F RUDDER UNDERNEATH CBJZCT

i A

PAGI:ATWO RJEPNL 30 |
N | |
/1/ DESCRIPTION OF COURSE OF CRJECT s
A LIGHT AIRCRAFT (PIPER CUB) |
D DISAPPTARED .. i o i :
E UNKNCIN ;
F THREE /3/ TO FIVE /5/ MINUTES
/3/ A IITTEQ C"" OBSERVATION:
B BINCCUIARS
CN A
/4 TINE AND DATE OF SIGHTING:
A 1230 EDST
B DAY
/5/ LOCATICN O OBSERVER:
A RD NIR 5 LEONAPE PA. PA ROUTE 100-52
/6/ IDFINFYING INFORMATION (T ALL OBSERVERS
A MRS, J)Cm‘rr:\ 1 ILIER CADTY, AGE 33, MAILIKG ADDRESS WIST CHFSTER

RD ITT?. 5 L...U n.. RD PA. HOUST:HIFE
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

| REPORT NO, jH-UFOB—9-55
‘ Part Threas
E .- "Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS

| PAGE oF 8 PAGES
_COMMENTS of Prenaring Officar:

FROM (Agency)

L

ek i ot gl o9t

P-R-0-B-A-B-L-E

l. In the oninion of tha Prevaring Officer, the UFOB slghting reoorted
by the obssrver at West Chaster,

Peunsylvania at 23/16302 S80 55 was orobabdbly:
£ the result of alarm upon seeing a rasonde weather balloon caught in a fluctu-
ating current of air, |

&, The aonmarsnce of the UFQOB

.+ .memory sketch seemad to bear a strong resemblance to a raudiosonde weather
| . balloon.,

the Greater Pitteburg Airport sesms
: - to extend the noAsibility of thare having been a radiosonds balloon in the
E - vicinity of Wast Chester, Pennsylvania at ths
f

aonroximate time of the 8ighting,
B - providing thars was a leakuge in the ballcon which was released at 0400 EST,

Ce The fact that thae object was

not nicked un on radar in the vicinity
suggeats that it was not a metay object

48 believed by the obssrver,

: d, The naar colncidence in time that the
, leaaesd and the changing windes w

vbreclude the oossihility of -
f Chester at the avoroximata time th

Swarthmore balloon was re-

Z+» The adsenca af sound associatod with the rbject seamn t
changs of its having haan Helf-nprooelled

that it was brobably a friendly object,

0 negate the
» 8imultaneously increasing the chance

; fzuzﬁwESQE%?ahuﬁ4““
E“" | |" i g . ‘ "
5_ . '& ';' ' - ;

: i CHESTER B. HANSON
3 3 Shete i Captain, USAF
; B . Of ficer in Charge

COMMENTS of Approving Officer: ]

Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that this s ghting was
pProbably caused by a radiosonde type weather ba.loon. |

MATE: TUHIS NWTIIMNCAMT CAMTAING IMEMDAAAT ' 75 80 "1, 187" PLIC R A T, -
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AN R ii’“L’.LLIL.u.I‘l\.E RNCE\IUVEA TINJINY bolod Sorid g
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{ FROM (.lgency) : I HEPCRT NO.

3HAUFC3=9<55 Fart Tyvo

P
l_‘]f' o J"""..l[q J'N—J;:il LJH-J I

e e e e e 2.2 RN i Heheded ™ e AL AT - PAGES 7

Inel, #2, FART TH0
TP HEG GRCE 2968 1 COUDR &21D #TR GP DET ICCA WILM DEL

FAGE TiREE RJZPNL 3%
/7/ VEATHER AND WIHDS ALGT
A IR |
B ILG 2500 SCD, 4000 SCD, 10C00 BKM, 25000 BEN, 15 #MILE VIS, VWINDS
IAST 9
G PiL 4000 OCST, VIS 8 RW--YINDS ST 9
9 (0CO' 280 - 10K
10000 290 - 20K
160C0' 300 = 25K
20000 300 - 30K
30000! 300 - 55K
- 50000' 330 - 70K . f
80000 H//L |
E 1/10 SC ~ '2500.2/10 SG =. 4000 2/10- AG - EST 10000 2/10 CIRUS 25000 |
/8/ NECATIVE - |
/9/ BEGATIVE REPORT FRCM CGI STATIONS | |
|
|

/10/ OWE AIRLINER UNKNOWN IDENIIFICATION
/11/ GROUP OPERATIONS CFFICER 82ND FTR GROUP, AIR DEFENSE.

NO CCIm.l]:Lff
/12/ NECATIVE

23/21127 SEP RJEPNL

TRUE COP&‘

il
%0/)“"“"’ |

CHESTER B. HANSON
Captain, USAF

KOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAIMS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL CEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE A« . %1 U, S, C.~
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. 113 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSCON 15 EROIIIED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE NIKCCTOR OF
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