
PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

Smenamnenetontaet

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12, CONCLUSIONS

Was Balloon

Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

23 Sep 55 Leonape, Pa

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Ee yaye Robe eTrainsee eee eT XX Ground- Vi sual O Ground-Roadar

GMT 23/16 OZ, O Air Visual DO Air-Intercept Radar

5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE

a & No : civ

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

Was Aircraft

Probably Aircraft
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical

Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Oe tee pr a
Insufficient Data for Evaluation

3-5 min 1 } Unknown

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS
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Dark obj, shaped like toy top. Had Possible balloon observation.

rudder underneath.
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_ APPROVED1 JUNE 19480. j Sea Ak

COUNTRY Porat VA Kelas tl

USA

a “AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT _
Shit aeled iat Eames on diaARTA REPORTED ON ~ | FROM ¢ae
WEST CHESTER, Phe, Flight ‘3H, 46024 Aiss|

DATEOF REPORT eH PR oO ey. poze: | (RVR

October’ 1955
PREPAREO BYBY (Of cer)

__ CHESTER B, HANSON Captain, usar oe. _—
(REFERENCES (Conirol nusmber, directioa,previous reporl, ete., av applicable) PT 115 Ar am SOT) TTT a eivel vege 23

Sept 55; Conversation between liaj Thrasher and Lt Derrier, Pb.5cih *27 Sep 1955
SUMMARY: (Zywer conelee summary of report. Glos olgnifcance In Anal one-wentence paragraph. List incloswree ot lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 112—Carl"aril

I. CONTENTS; - . Sa Tee Oa ge aes

PART ONDs° Basabiatias of: eis Gy Mew, 3
‘ . Lenape Road, RED HDs NoesDeirtiat. pomiegpvelee (cooker

: GdQK 2557)« fe Sea

PART TWO3\ Supplomentary Investigative 1Efforts: .
PART mh Comments of Proparing Officer

IIT. SUMMARY: An unkdontdfied flying objoct was ‘reported to tho Operations
‘Officer on duty at New Cantle AT olaware (Ceolkef GJQK 2540) shortly aftor its
sighting by Mra» at 23/1630 Soptouber 1955 near West Chester,
Pennsylvaniae The following roport is the result of an interview with tha abovo-

mentioned observer atl various other agencies in the vicinity, of the sighting whos

' assistance was sought in determining the probable cause of the sets. Ng. .

III. INVESTIGATOR: 2/Lt Charlos L. Borrior, AO 30196

CHEST o TUALSON
Captain, USAF. °
Officer io Charge

| APPROVED

=<Yt 0A) :
JOHN M WHITS JR

Colonel, USAF

Commander

2 was, (Soo individual parts)

a kate nn =

‘DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

D/I, USAF}, Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 26 ADiv; Comdr, h602d AISS; OIC, Flt 34H, Sti. Ate?

saree | +

Ca a ed ne a el



AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
la eh neront NO. 3—H=UFOB=9-55|, Part One

Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS |
PAGE 2 oF 8 PAGES

I. SOURCE: Lic, SAARC Eee of
Address: ,

| (GeoRef GJQK 2557)

Age: 33

t

Occupation: Housewife

. Education; College
x W !

Qualifications: .20/15 vision, uncorrected ihe aie

II. RGLIABILITY: Good. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III. ‘ SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that on 23 Soptomber 1955
at 12:30. EDST a sound sinilar to the sputtering of a/light planets engine drew her

attentionto the sky. SOURCE dashed around to. the side of her house in order to scan

the horizon but was unable to see the aircraft. She|}began scanning the sky, when

suddenly she noticed tha appearance of a strange f. g object, oval-shaped and char-

coal gray in color moving across the skye [

F ! > SOURCE watched the object perform a counterclockwise rotational: moveren
M4 which continued as. the object moved away and out of sight. The time of sighting was

between: two and, Live nitmitbesa, Lts course seemed to Hs due wedte

SOURCE coil discern no sound being emitted by the UFOB Seetn the time
she observed it, even though it was the sputtering sound which had first draw her ~

attention to the skye During the UFOB sighting an unidentified airliner, flying low
at what SOURCE estimated to have been 1,000 aus} flew Bee and to the right of the
UFOB. i \

\

In addition to the oval-like configuration of the U "OB already noted,

SOURCE described that after she had dashed inside; to get a set of 7 x 50 binoculars,

she was able to distinguish a small blister on the ventral center of the object as
well as a circular object just off the right ‘side of the UFOB.: SJ URCE was certain

that the smaller object was moving independent of the larger one.

SOURCE described the UFOB's' physical’ oppearance to iave resembled the
cover of an alligator skin purse with slightly irregular protrusions visable.

/

’ The condition of the siyy was overcast with an appro. imate 3500* ceilings.

Yo photographs were taken of the UPOB.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. © --

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED = ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED RY !



FROM (Agency) REPORT NO, Ate Ul US ann

Part One
Flight BH, 4602a AISS — | PAGE 3 OF 8 PAGES

Incl #1, SOURCE'S Memory Sketch of Object's Formation:

45° one . / .

i ; ; COMMT EA-CLOCHUNS E

ROTATION weTé2
BY @AsfRUER.

yc.

b/

SOURCE YCERTAW

A00"F ATITACHMEN

BETWEEN FALL AY,

LARGER. CBJECTS—

4 ene - GrRoywvDd —.

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
3PAND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZEN PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LA\W.

5T MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. PE ly a Gat



AF FORM 112—PART IE pee

eS ee "AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT .
FROM (Agent) : | AEPORT NO,

FIA OB-9-55 Part Two
Flight 3-H, 46024 AIs3 | | hind | eel eal aie 28

SUPPLEMENTARY. INVEST IGAT IVE EFFORTS!
PAGES .

G 1, The office: on dutz.ab the Nex Gustie, Delaware, ee Adrport Weather
| Station (Geokef GIQK 2640) wis contacted and furnished the following informtion. His

- gtation releases ceiling talloons at irregular intervals. inflated, this type’ of tal- |
loon meAsures approximately 18" in diameter, is frail and uswilly bursts before reach-
ing 5,000 ft. No talloons had been launched on 23 Septenber, however, on the 24th
several ceiling talloons were released at one hour intervals throughout the dy and
would have floated in the direotion of West Chester, Pennsylvania.\The latter report,

‘ however, offered no confirmatdon on the sighting of a UFOB on 23 September. ;

2, ‘The US Weather Bureau at Philadelphia International Airport (GecRer GICK -
4653) was telephoned and queried about balloon releases on\23 September. The forecaste
on duty stated that no btallloona had been released by them on the 23rd of. September,
This agency referred the AISS investigator to the field unit which supplys them with
raw weather data, this belng the 24th AA Gp, Vs :

3. A chesk with Hqs Batt, 24th AA Gp located at auactiere, Pa. , (GeoRef GIQK
revealed that their normal sachadule for releasing radiosonde balloons 4s 1000 EDI,
1600 FDI, 2000) EDT, and 2400 EUE and: this schedule was adhered to on the 23rd Septem-
ber, qwhthitha:cexoapthonv ot: tha OOO. EDL: release: which wrs:mde at 1016 EDI. The balloop
was of the regular type, wirrying radiosonde equipment consisting of a sill modulator

box approximtely 6" square and a cone-shaped transmitter, both mounted ina white
plastic bex which is annerisel by & small red parachute to the talloon. When the tal-
loon bursts between 50,000-anid 60,000 ft, the parachute inflated , carrying the radio-

' gonde equipment eafely to the ground. The white or gray 9' diameter neoprene with
attached radLlosonde equipment could be seen from the ground for several thousand feet,
‘depending on the vision ot the observer or the viswil aids used.

Ae A further chack with the 24th AA Gp Ground Meteorological Section
near Swarthmore, Pa.,(Georef OJGK 3758) disclosed the following data obtained from
the balloon which was relsased at 10:16 EDI on 23 September 27938

weather talloons. He further stated that he had furnished S2nda Ftr as, Operations with
the weather information for inclusion in the preliminary report, The ceiling at that

time had been 3500 ft, To the Weather Officer's knomledge, there had been no meteoro-

logical releases of any kind in the immediate vicinity of West Chester, Fa. on 23

September 1955, -

| Time After Release Azimuth of Balloon
ee 10:16 (Released) 259°

10:18 27he

10322 : 307.4 .

10332 | 121.9 /
10:42 146.8
10349 (Last Reading) 134.2

This talloon ray have burst shortly after the last reading was made or it my have
risen higher and drifted into winds which could have carried it torard the vicinity of

West Chester, Pa., however this isn't definately known, From the wind data above, the

Rae gaia 4s that this talloon drifted toward Southern New Jersey in the Chesapeake

reQe

5, Base Weather and Operations at Newcastle Air Ronee Base, Delaware (GeoRef
GIQK 2639) was contacted, The officer on duty stated thut his activity did not releass

TTD TT MAR TP STATES WITHIN THE ME ANING OFT!HE ESPIONAGE AG T,50 U.S. C.—

PECANIC PNAEITEDSY LAW,
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AIR INIELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (-igency) REPORT NO. 3H-UF OB-9. 55 Part Two

Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS
PAGE 5 OF 8 PAGES

SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS: (Cont)

6. The US Weather Bureas in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (GeoRef GJPL 0816) reported

that the only balloons which they release are ceiling balloons measuring 15*%~20" and

24"%430" in diameter which do not carry rasonde equipment. They are released at OAOCEST

1000 EST, 1600 EST, and 2200 EST and remain aloft seldom over an hour,

7. A check with the US Weather Bureau at Greater Pittsburg Airport (GeoRef GILL.
0227) ‘revealed that radiosonde talloons had been released from this station on 23
September at the following times, O400 FST, 1000 EST, 1600 EST, and 2200 FST. The |

forecaster on duty felt that only under. umsval conditions would one of their balloons] - |
have drifted as far as West Chester, In the event of a-leak in the talloon, it pro- |

bahly would not have attained a sufficient altitude for it to have burst.’ If thic Fad

been the case:with respect to the balloon launched at 0400 EST, it my feasibly have |
drifted in the higher velocity wind currents that are common above 35,000ft, rcaching |
the vicinity of thé sighting at the approximate time the UFOB was observed,

The following data yas recorded on the balloon released at 0400 EST:

Alttude (te) Wind Direction : Wind Velocity (knots)

. 6,000. 250 14

. 8,000 \ 250 iV 19

10,000 in O70 ‘ 26
14,000 | nae \ 22

20 ,000 270 a 26 ©
25,000 | 290 40
30,000 290 53 |

“355000 _ 300 mines

45,000 310 59 |
50,000 330 °° 70

8 A check with Air Traffle Control at Friendship Field (Geoltef GJF% fae 2) Md.
yielded no confirmation on tha unidentified flying object observed near Wet Chester,
Pennsylvania on 23 September,

9. Air Traffic Control at Philadelphia Internatioral Airport Vilccwise +25 un-
able to offer confirmation on the UFOB sighting.

10. The Weather Station at Ft. Meade, Maryland(GeoRef GJPK 1.607) was ealted by
telephone but had nothing to offer in the way of confirmation on the tr,

11, Operations at the 647th AC&W Sq in Manassas, Virginia (GeoRef GINT 20.17)
was also contacted but had no information to relate which might serve to confirm th:

sighting of a UFOB near West Chester, Pennsylvania on 23 September 1955, ©

; e
e

myNOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPION' 3 SC7_ 86 U 5.0
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHGRIZED PERSON IS PROHIZ HebEY an) ae

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF TRE UNI OR:
INTFLLIGFNCF 1ISAF 
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AF FORM 112—PART Il
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT |
FROM (Agency) } REPORT NO, 3hepe Ceey aoe Part Ty0 } .

Flight, 3-H, 46024 AIs3. ~~ | , tle! 6 8
PAGE ; oF PAGES

Incl. #2, PART TWO
TT USG.GPOr 2968 Ful CQMDR G2ND FIR GP DEF NOGA WIIM DEL

Pq.
PP RJEPNB RJEPIR-
DE RJEPNY 11

B 2403152 -

FM COMDR 26TH. ATRDIVDEF ROSLYN ARS NY
TO RJEPNB/DIR INTEL FADF STEWART AFB NY
RUJEPNB/HQ 4602ND AISS EADF STEWART AFB NY .
RUEPIR/P IE mA ‘4602ND AISS MCQUIRE AFB NJ

P .2321002 Pak a a Toon ics ale a sie
FM COMDR 82ND FTR GP DEF NOCA WIM: DEL snes hg Qe a
TO RJEDEN/COMDR ADO ENT AFB OOLORADO SPRINGS COLORADO
RJEPNY/COMDR 26TH AIR DIV DF ROSLYN AFS NY rin
RJEDVP/COMDR AIRTECH INTL CEN WPAFB OHIO
RJEPHQ/CCMDR DIR OF INTEL Hq USAR WASHDO|
Be

/UNCIASSIPIED/ GPOr 2964, REPORT CF UPB
/1/ DESCRIPTION OF OBJECTS
A CHILD'S TOP. ~

B SIZE OF PASEBA LL
G ae /
D ONE /1

ENA
F RUDDER UNDERNEATE CBIZcr
G

H i

Boge He RJEPNL 3A.
. ;

/i/ DESCRIPTION OF COURSE Or CRJECT 3:
A LIGHT AIRCRAFT? (PIPER GUB) |
Bt. i 4) Nags ee, j

D DISAPPIARED. fe Eile .
FE UNKNCWN

F THREE /3/ TO FIVE /5/ MINUTES
/3/ WANNER OF OBSERVATION:
A GROUND-~VISUAL

B BINCCULARS

C NA

/4/ TIME AND DATE OF SIGHTING:
A 1230 EDST

B DAY

/5/ LOCATION OF OBSERVER:
A RD NDR 5 LEONAPE PA. PA ROUTE 100-52

/6/ IDEVTFYING INFORMATION G? ALL OBSERVERS
A MRS. DORTHEA Res CAMTY, AGE 33, WAILING ADDRESS WEST CHISTER
RD NER 5 LEONAPE RD, PA, HOUSEWIFE
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
| REPORT NO, 3H -UFOB-9-55

‘Plight 3-H, 46024 aAIS$ |

FROM (Agency)

Part Three

PAGE oF 8 PAGES

COMMENTS of Prenaring Officer: P-R-0-B-~A-3B-L-E

1. In the oninion of the Prevaring Officer,
by the observer at West Chester, Pennsylvania at 23/16302 Seo 55 was orobably:the result of alarm upon seeing a rasonde weather balloon caught ina fluctu-ating current of air,

the UFOB sighting revorted

: &. The aonearance of the UFOB from the observer's descriotion and‘; Memory sketch seemed to beara strong resemblance to a radiosonde weatherballoon,

b. The wind data collected from
_ to extend the nossibility of there having
vicinity of Wast Chester, Pennsylvania at
providing there was a loakaze in the

been a radiosonde balloon in the
the avoroximate time of the Sighting,

ballcon which was released at 0400 EST,

Cc. The fact that the object was not nic}
Suggests that it was not a metal object as believ

vreclude the vossib
. Chester at the avor

fe The absenca of sound associated with the cbject seems to negate thechanes of its having bean se1f-provelled, simultaneously increasing the chancethat it was probably a friendly object,

CHESTER B. HANSON

Captain, USAF
Officer in Charge

COMMENTS of Approving Officer: ; /

. Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that this s ghting wasé probably caused by a radiosonde type weather bazloon.

hy)

MATE? THIS DANCUUSNTT CONTAING: SSEMO BATH 8 mre rae Kiar ara ris :
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flies BUTELLEGEINCE BNCURIVIA IWAN bir Coase

4EPORT NO,FROM (.dyency) Stat, m

3H-UPC3-9-55 Fart Tyo
9 « LARS 3

BLiet 1G 5~il, £002 ALSS [ PAGE
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Incl, #25 FART UW

TP USS GPCR 2968 Vi COMWR S2ND FTR GP DEP MCCA WILM DEL

FAGE THREE RIZPNL 3%

f/f SEATHER AND WINDS ALG?
A FAIR

B ILG 2500 SCD, 4000 SCD, 10000 BAN, 25000 BEN, 15 MILE VIS, WINDS

EAST 9

CG PHL 4000 OCST, VIS 8 RW-<WINDS SE 9

9 GoCO' 200 ~ 10K
10000" 290 = 20K —

16000" 300 = 25K

20000' 300 = 30K

30000! 300 = 55K .

50000! 330 = 70K ©

80000! N/i
E 1/10 sO ~ ‘2500. 2/10 SO». 4000 2/lo= ACG - EST 10000 2/10 CIRUS 25000
/3/ NECATIVE

/9/ NEGATIVE REPORT FROM CGL STATIONS

/10/ OWE AIRLINER UNKNOWN IDENTIFICATION

/11/ GROUP OPERATIONS GFFICER 82ND FTR GROUP, AIR DEFENSE.

NO COMMENT

fief NECATIVE
BF . .

23/21122 SEP RJEPNL

TRUE cory:
\)

Chur D/fonu—|
CHESTER B. HANSON

Captain, USAF

KOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL CEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE Ac f. 1 U.S. C.-

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. 115 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROUD BY LAW,

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF


