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2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

Gtx Was Balloen
O Probably Balloon
D Possibly Balloen

elby, Iowa
| 4 TYPE OF OBSERYATION

3. DATE-TIME GROUP

| O Waos Aircraft
Locn'oj_/egoh XiR Ground-Visvel . O Greund-Rodear O Probobly Aircraft
GMT D AirVYisvol O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft
3. PHOTOS » SOURCE 0 Was Astronomical
0O Yes O Probably Astronomical
2 No | civilian (GOC) O Possibly Astronemical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION $. NUMBER OF OBJECYTS | 9. COURSE O Other TE AN CETTRIT Y
| , O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
1% hours " S to N 0O Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS o R, S
Round, éisk, white, two small parachutes, Primary obJ balloon. w/package recovered

dropped no sound, observers thought they heard | Multiple sightyng
a/c, then saw objs. Faded in and out of

sight. SEE CASE FIIE.
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NIMMARY: (Iinter comeloe summary of repord. Qlee dignificnnce in final one-aentence paragraph, List inclosures at lower llﬂ-.‘ I:lryln lext of repori on AP Form 118—Part i)

I, CONTENTS:S

P/RT CNE: Deseription of sighting by !'ltiss Merva Worr, Box 154, Shelby, Iows
nnd Misg Janet Welrenbach, Box 47, Shelby, Iowa. Occeupntion - Students; ppe -
boty pirlse 15; Cn duty cs GOC observers. i

|

PART TWO: 'Supplementary Investiyative “fforte

PART THRFK; Commenta of Preparing Orficor

- II. CSUMMARY: Unidentificd flying ablact:s wnrs pirhted by twe (2) obrervers at GOC
obrervers post at Shelby, Iowe (GEOREF F.1 3331). Objects initinlly observed at
8127042 Cet 55, for m period of one nhd o half minutes. CQther objeets were oheorvs
ed for shert perieds of tie over a pericd of cno ond & half hours. The observers

wara Mlcosl'esetfiiesr and llisas w, nreg - 15, Cecupation - stidenta,
Chelby, Iowa. The follow-up investipetion COHS*Htﬁﬂ of a wore thornurh intervi-vw

of tho observers and & ¢chrck of nthhr.poﬁﬂrhlﬁ jerees of cetivity in the ares on

that dute, | | bor ) e ol |
| R |

ITI. INVFSTIGATORS: - CATT. BAIS BIUCLOFSIACKRTEABAZ = f e o .-
'  S/sgt. BILLIY 'R. LCAEEARY P 173815080 2

ANG LISCHCTS
C&ptnin, USPL
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I. SOURCES: -a) Miss YA
e b) Mics SRS

Address: a)
b)

, shelby, Iowa
Shelvy, lowa

Age: a) 15
b) 15

Oecupation: a) Student
b) Student

Education: a) 1st year high school
| b) 1lst year high school

Qualifications: COC Cbservers (approximately 5 months)

e EE S S S

II, RELIABILITY: Both SCUNTES seemed very sirncere and very cooperative to the
investigator, Both told identical storles of what they had observed., Misa Farr
stated that she believed in objects from outer space, Their school teacher (also -
a GOC observer) was queried on the reliability ocf both girls and stated that Miss
g eg2s a "very mature and level headed girl" but that el s
hempsunsRttipisosduishnhtenunp Ul aaasdc ' . Definite emphasis muat be
placed on the age and inexperience of both SCTRCES when evaluating their deacriptione
of the aightinge. & _

S 13T SOURCES' DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: -Allf objects. vere aphericnl in shape and - | |
apreared the size of a quarter held at arms length. Ctjects were cbserved with the T |
naked eye and through bincculars., There were no changes in characteristics wvhon
objects were observed thrcugh binoculars, Objects appeared to be made of some shiny,
silver material,

The first object seen had a slightly whirling notion and moved from SW to NW.
Vhen object was to the NW of observaticn pcint it appeared to divide into two separate
spherical objects and one cbject appeared to drop a parachute. The parachute fell
only a short distance and then all three-'objects disappeared abruptly in the sky,
This incident happened in a pericd of sbcut ore and a half minutes. Through the next
one and half hours five other objects were -becerved having the same general direction
and characteristics as the firct, Ez.ch cne of these was observed for about the same
length of time (one and a half minnte No cther object except the first seemed
to divide or drop a parschute, All ﬂ“;eﬂT: disapprearcd in the sky very abruptly,
Although S{I'RCES cculd not give the altitude cf objects they stated that none ever

came nrear the horizcn, The veailicr wes cloar with ne clouds nresent, Tenperature

warm, wind licht, WNo souna wis 2on-ecizd willl the objects and no trail or exhaust

was noted, All cbjccts apin-rad Lo Ve wovl oo {zpead eould not be determined),
AOTE: THIS | « CECOE A G IRFGo e AN AY FCTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITLD ST TES WiTHIN TS 2 LG OF THE ESP!OHAGE ACT,50 U. 5, C.—
AT D - o TRAGCME ON v THE REVELATION OF 115 CONTEMTS IN Ay M sNER 10 A Ldag e PERSOCT 15 PROHIBITED BY LAW,
J " 12 8% 5] B 2R 2 fp 2] WHOLE R N FART, BY OLHER THAN UNITED STATES Al [ O AGUNS (L L8Pt % 'Efa "‘Q OF THE DIRECTOR QOF
o ‘| -
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVEST IGATIVE EFFORTS- |

) £ Inquiriea were made of- farmars around the area in an effort to find a
parachute, ‘It was learned that one had been found on 2 Oat 55 by a farmer's son.
He was located and the parachute obtained. The boy stated he had found the chute in
a nearby field (about three and a half miles NE of GOC observation point), The
parachute was of paper and had
as the type being uaod on. ardinary weather balloons, - i

2. Winds aloft for the Omaha, Nebraska area were Checked and found to be
20 to 25 knots at 5000 feettfrom.250 degrees, at 10000 feeét 270 degrees 25 to 30 knots.
Surface winds were light, at about 5 to 10 knots. The winds were the same direction
and velocity for about 24 hours. . L SR i o ) AR 7

3. A check of-the GOC aircraft log shouad atotalwof five planea in area from
012155Z Oct 55 to 012315Z Oct 55. The five planes were identified as three single
engine, one twin;ong;nb and one multi—engine. Altitudes yaried from low to very high.

Le A flight of two fighteer iﬁtﬁrcéptors were di.sl‘:a'tched from Sioux City, Iowa
GEOREF FJJN 3730, They were airborne at.012345z Oct 55 and checked the area around
{Shelby, Iowa at am altitude of 1400 feqt They reported aeeing nothing'unnsnal
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COMMENTS of Prepartn« 0flicar:

Yo' 2N the opinion af the Prapurin: Gilfiesr, wiiie zi-tting wag probrbly causad

i - 2 ,
by a Radiosonda waather valloon for the foilewing raasona
8s The rucovery of the purachutz zrmd! Podicacndes ajulnaent (definitely

esta'bllshea the fact that thz f'.:.r*-“L ohijzet sialited was o westher bsllonn.

be VYaat apparently happerzd was Liastl thz bkalicon (protably relsascd from
Weather Station at Cazha, leur. GEONEE FJUH 0417) travaeled up te 2 fairly hicgh
altitude and instead of ﬁAplOdin;, as they noroally do, it develeped a leak and
. descended again with the rarachute and Radicsondc cuvipnent still attached., Uhen
- palloon had become deflated encugh it probably rale¢8ﬁd the parachute with equipment
' This obviously made the balloon uhat much lighiter and caused it to ris=2 again, Since
';air'was etill escaping from ballocn it probably dascended again. This may account

. for the additional sightings obssrved after the parachute was seen.

1
-

Li
.
2

-

c. The shiny, silver appearance can be attributed to the fact that these
balloons are white in color and with the reflecticn of the sun in the late afternoon
it could possibly given c¢if a silvery appearance.

d, It must be pointed cut that although the above hypothesis may render
- some explanation of the sighting, it .is difiicult to determine or explain how this

balloon always returned to the SW befere it was observed again end then abruptly
disappeared into obacurity in the MJ.

| e, A definite facforﬂto be remembered is the age snd inexperience of the
observers, The idea of hawving seen the initial sighting and subsequent release of

. the parachute may possibly have stimulated imagmation, whlch raaulted in aeeing and'
reporting more than was actually there3 A | .

L] [
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7;
HAMNS BISLHOFS

Captain USAF
AC IC

COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that the recovery of the
parachute and radiosonde equipment definitely establishes that the first sighting
was generated by a radiosonde tiype weather balloon, Subsequent sightings can }
possibly be attributed to aircraft known to be in the area of the sighting and the
nontechnical background of the observers,

7
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