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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2 LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

Gxx Was Balloon
1 Oct 55 elby, Iowa QO Probably Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION D Possibly Balloon
. ; Q Was Aircraft

:. (1 fy eas oA a ct eae a eee D Air Visual O Air-Intereept Radar G Possibly Aircraft
4 5. PHOTOS » SOURCE O Was Astronomical

4 DYes 
QO Probably Astronomical

4 @ No ; civilian (coc) 0 Possibly Astronomical

; 7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION $8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE CEO thee i iea
3 ; O Insufficient Data fer Evaluation

_ 11% hours 6 S$ to N tall

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

| |Round, @isk, white, two small parachutes, Primary obj balloon. w/package recovered
dropped no sound, observers thought they heard | Multiple sighting

a/c, then saw objs. Faded in and out of
sight. SEE CASE FIIZ.
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ROUND DISKL

2 QUARTER

3 WHITE

4 SITY ;

>: SOUTH TO NORTH

TWO PARACHUTES WERE DRCPED SMALL SIZE6

7 NONE (
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| 4 THOUGHT THEY HEARD AIRCRAFT THEN SAW OBJECTS

j 2 UNKNOWN
y }

F «| 4 FADED IN AND OUT OF SICHT

| FADED

4 ONE AND A HALF MINUETs
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DATE.ane IOWA, USP es

SOrOGt ooBAEEAIED OY (Opiter)

REFERENCES (Contra Cf

_TT_D/CING_679, COMDR 789th AGMA Sq., Cmaha, Nebr, ._.___
GIIMMARY: (Ienter cunetee eurmmary of report. ive elgnificnnce in final one-sentence paragraph. Liat inclorures at lower left. Leghn test of report on AP Form 118—Part 11.)

I, CONTENTS:
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Teh vile (Agnyy—~—S

f " a ate Pa fn)..--..- Lotbughuen tiantig@-H-41Ss-—
~ | DATE OF INFORMATION

NRE No arena toe 0 Pel Fa OMS
SOURCE

PART CNE: Deseription of sighting by 'liss Merva Perr, Box 154, Shelby, Iowa

ond “iso Janet Welronbuch, Box 47, Shelby, Iowa. Occupation - Students; pre -
boty pir]Js 15; Cn duty as GOC observers, | . :

¥ PART TWO: Supplemm tary Investiyative “fforts

9 PART THRFE: Comments of Preparing Officer

' | TI. SUMMARY: Unidentified flying obfects were vighted by twa (2) observers at GCC
a observers post at Shelby, Iowa (GHOREF F.i%M 3331). Objects initin]]y observed at S|
a 6127042 Cet 55, for a period of one nnd of hnlf minutes. Other objects were obrorv-
p ed for short. pericds of tins over a period cf cno ond ea half hours. The observers

q werd Mitsumi and Miss enim: areas — 15, Occupation — strdenta,
E: Shelby, Iowa. The follow-up investiration conafated of a wore thoronurh interviow

of tho observers an? ® cheek of other. nencfihle gerees of activity in the crer on

that dute, ‘ Ags |

III, INVSTIGATORSs CAPT. BANS BISCHOFS AO7E4E42 je : aes Bie

4 ~ Sf/Set. BILLIE R. MGGREARY AP 273525C€ e #3 i

a ANS LISGNCIS |

q JONG M WHITE c
a sige Colonel, WSAF

Commander
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
APPROVED t JUNE 151

PFROM (slyeney) , REPORT NO.

: D2-UFrC 3-2-55 Part Cne

Det, 2, 4602D ATSS | |. PAGE 2 OF 4 PAGES

SOURCES: .2h

Address: 4a) » Shelby, Towa

b) Shelty, Iowa

Age: a) 15

b) 15

Occupation: a) Student

b) Student

Education: a) lst year high school
: b) Ist year high school

Qualifications: CCC Cbservers (approximately 5 months)

II, RELIABILITY: Both SCURCES seemed very sincere and very cooperative to the

investigator, Both told identical stories of what they had observed. Misa Farr

stated that she believed in objects from outer space, Their school teacher (also-

a GOC observer) was queried on the reliability ofboth girls and stated that Misa
WaNNdayes a "very mature and level headed girl" but that seem Reee,
GRPEUURRallsndceke eeneeeagi!". Definite emphasis met be

placed on the age and inexperience of both SOJRCES when evaluating their deacriptions
of the sightings. ee

III, SOURCES* DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: All objects were spherical.im shape and>

appeared the size of a quarter held at arms length. Cbjects were observed with the

naked eye and through bincculars. There were no changes in characteristics when

objects were observed threugh binoculars. Objects appeared to be made of some shiny,

silver material.

The first object seen had a slightly whirling motion and moved from SW to NW.

When object was to the NW of observaticn point it appeared to divide into two separate

spherical objects and one cbject appeared to drop a parachute. The parachute fell

only a short distance and then all three’objects disappeared abruptly in the sky,

This incident happened in a pericd of abcut ore and a half minutes. Through the next

one and half hours five other objects were observed having the same general direction

and characteristics as the first. Esch one of these was observed for about the same

length of time (one and a half rinntes), No cther object except the first seemed

to divide or drop a parschute. Al] chjects disappeared in the sky very abruptly,

Although SCURCES could not give the altitude cf objects they stated that none ever

came near the horizon, The weather wes clear with no clouds nresent. Temperature

warm, wind light. Ho 14}

\

Sound wis tonedvsd wilh the ubjeets and no trail or exhaust

was noted, All objects aprotred Lo ve weet: (enend could not be determined),

— em tee + ee ee- ee ee eeee—

HOTE; THIS | "Pege 45 WF NAL CFCTING THE NATIONAL DEFENGC OF THE UNITLO SES TES Weriin Tre ~ iG Co” THE ESPIONAGE ACT,50 U.S, C.—

MANES I . .¢ THE REVELATION OF 11S CONTENT O IN Any we NER TO At Cau OORT" o PERSO?! 13 PROHIBITED BY LAW.

Putte at caeBe sigs, HOUT WHOLE iN PART, BY OLHER THAN UNITED STATES AIP| OCI AGEN: {Lt Laci PP oS PESAi SION OF THE DIRECTOROF

LS NY ead wih,
CLASSI TANEST PAINTING OPeF
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Be an INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
PFROM (Agency)

} anaD2-UFOB-2-55 - Part Two,
Det. 2, 4602D AISS: Nee el a ae

PAGES

SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

le Inquiries were made of: farmers around the area in | an effort to find a
parachute. It was learned that one had been found'on 2 Oat 55 by a farmer's son.

He was located and the parachute obtained. The boy stated he had found the chute in
a nearby field (about three and. a half miles NE of GOC observation point). The

parachute was of paper and had radiosonde attached to it.| It was definitely identified
as the type being used on. ordinary weather balloons. ~

2. Winds aloft for the Omaha, Nebraska area were checked and found to be
20 to 25 knots at 5000 feet. from 250 degrees, at 10000 feét 270 degrees 25 to 30 knots.
Surface winds were light, at about 5 to 10 EROS _ The winds were the same direction

and velocity for about. 24, hours. . : eel gea ae

3. A check of-the GOC aircraft ‘Log showed a total of five planes in area from
012155Z Oct 55 to 012315Z Oct 55. The five planes were identified as three single
engine, one twin engine and one multi-engine. Altitudes yaried from low to very high.

4. A flight. of two fightesr interceptors were dae levees from Sioux City, Iowa
GEOREF FJJN 3730. They were airborne at 0123452 Oct 55 and checked the area around

{Shelby, Iowa at an altitude of 1400 feet. ‘ They apie Singes seeing nothing Ne scare
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* APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

k ! AIR UNTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPQ?T
A See eaos ter mm re mm

mg Fee ene) DST Spe iigbioist table gakuen
Det. 2, 4602D AISS | PAGE Ph OF is PAGES

COMMENTS of Prenartn: Officor:

1... Im the opinion of the Proparing Grfiesr, thie sistting was probably caused

by a ‘Radiosonde weather balloon for !! Ot PAGO

4 &e the recovery of the porachute and Red iasends Wavwent definitely

| |establishes the fact that tiie Fars objact sighted was eathe> bsllosn.

4 b. Waat Eppebently aes was Suat the baliocon (prohably releascd from
Weather Station at Cnaha, Nebur. GRONNP Foes OALT, traveled un te a fairly high¥

altitude and instead of exploding, as they nornally do, itt developed a leak and
; descended again with the parachute and Radiosonds ciuvipnent still attached. When
, balloon had become deflated enough it prokably raleased the parachute with equipment.

' This obviously made the hallocn Rha i uch lighter and caused it to ris2 again, Since
air was still escaping from balloon it probably descended again. This may account
, for the additional sightings observed after the parachute was seen.
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ec. The shiny, silver appearance can be attributed to the fact that these
balloons are white in color and with the reflecticn of the sun in the late afternoon |

4t could possibly given off a silvery appearance.

‘_ d, It mst be pointed cut that although the above hypothesis may render
| some explanation of the sighting, it is difiieult to determine or explain how this

; balloon always returned to the SW before it was observed again and then abruptly

| j disappeared into obscurity in the NW.

e. A definite faetsw te. be aanboed is the age ind inexperience of the
observers, The idea of having seen the initial sighting and subsequent release of |

| } the parachute may possibly have stimlated Tei eaaneaies which. lesion itesEin gesine and. .

reporting more than was Kies there, .--. :

a HANS BISUHOFS

Captain USAF

AC IC

_ | COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that the recovery of the

parachute and radiosonde equipment definitely establishes that the first sighting

was generated by a radiosonde type weather balloon, Subsequent sightings can ,

possibly be attributed to aircraft known to be in the area of the sighting and the

td)
nontechnical background of the observers,

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONALCEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S, C.—

31 AND 32, ASAMENDCD. {TS TRANSIAI‘..'ON OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UlAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
iT MAY NOT 8€ REPROOUCEN IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCICS, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOROF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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