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1 | | PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

B [voate. 2 LOCATION - 12. CONCLUSIONS
4 20 Nov 55 s ) Probt_ll:ly Balloon
. | 3. DATE-TIME GROUP & YYPF OF OBSERVATION B AL ey |
O Was Aircraft |
Local (PGround-Vi suol O Ground-Rador O Pmbgb;y Aircroft ‘
GMT 20/22382 0 AirVYisval O Air-Intercept Radar O  Possibly Alreraft |
5. PHOTOS R : O Was Astronomicol |
0O Yes O Probaobly Astronomical |
X0 Ne Iilit.ary and Ciﬂliﬂf,;on O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 8] OthoW
1 . 0O Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
¥ Unknown
4 mins to 15 min two SW to West
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING | 11. COMMENTS
2 bright shiny spherical obja silver See Case flle
and yellow, one directly in back of | UNIDENTIFIED

the other with about 5 miles separation and
2,000 ft difference in alt. Similar to
dirigibles, no sound, straight flight,
motion against wind, a/c scrambled and could
not find o bjs. Multp observers.
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PART ONT: Descriptlon of sightine by Cavtain Edward G Denkler, 109 Arizona
St,, Oak Ridge, Tenn. Capt Denkler is 35 years old, a co'lege graduate and Dverations
Officer of *h= 663rd AC&d Sq.

J\

PART TWO: Oescriotlon of sighting by 1lst 1.t Martin LL Anderson, -
.Sq, Lake City, Tenn, Lt Anderson is 23 yecars old, a college pgraduate and an
Aircraft Controller of the o43rd ACET 5q.

63rd ACKH

MART THREX: Nasorintion of sighting by S/Sg+ Robert & Manning, 653r3 ACM
Sa,, Lake City, Tenn. Set "'noine is 22 years o.d, a high schonl graduate and the
Sacurity Sgt of the 6A%rd AW Sq,

PART ¥OUR: Desceletion of sichting by A/2C Jnhn %) Kurcho, AE3rd AC2T Sa,
Lake City, Tenn, Airman Kumcho is 1% years nld, a hich schanl graduate and a Radar
Operator of the £63rd AC’W Sq.

DART “IVS: Descrintion of sighting by A/2C Cerald T lassiter, 64/3rd AT
Sq, Lake City, Tenn. Airman Lassiter is 20 years old, a high sch»ysl grqdun+e and a
Radar Opsrator of the 663rd ACHN Sq, :

PART SIX: Description of sighting by'A/EC Gordon B Jessess, 663rd ACAW Sq,
Lake City, Tenn. Airman Jessee is 19 years old, a high schnol graduate and a
Radar Operator of the 6£3rd AW Sq.

PART SEVEN: Description of sighting by Mr WNSMESEEREPs \1oxardrta, Tenn.
Mr Hildreth is 32 years nld and is a telephon2 company manager at Alexandria.
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I. SOURCE: Captain Edward G Denkler

Address: 109 Arizona Street, Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Age: 135

Occupation: Operations Officer, 663rd AC&h‘Sq, Lake City,
Tennessee

Education: College Graduate

II. RELIABILITY: SCURCE was completely thorough in his description /of
the sighting., SOURCE was extremely cooperative and of superior intelligence,

III. SOURCE'S DESCRTPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE and his son were in their
yard (QJFG 41732) when the objects were sighted at 280° azimuth and at an

elevation of 30° - 35° from the horizon. SOURCE observed the objects at
202220Z Nov 55, and was fairly certain that he observed them for 10 minutes,
The sky condition was bright twilight., The sighting was of two oblong objecty,
semi-transparent and bright orange. They were similar to a cloud 1lit up by
the sun at twilight, 'They were not con-trails although they did look like
small clouds traveling at a terrific rate of speed, moving towards and away
from ggcn other on the same heading. The objects were estimated to be 8 to

10 miles apart and arproximately 20 miles away, flying west but not into the
sun. SOURCE estimaltel thelr size to be between 100 and 200 feet. As SOURCE
looked at the objects the sun was 20° to the left. The objects compared in
brightness to an automobile headlight a mile or more away., The brightness

and shape of the ohi«%3 were consistent, Thelr course was erratic, and they
seemed to suddenl; sap=2d up and rush away. The objects did not give off

smoke, break up, flicler, throb or pulsate, SOURCE was falrly certain ob3ectc~
compared in size to a half dollar held a* arms length., Objects were last
sizhted at 280° azimuth and did not disappear due to distance but rather due

to sinking below the horizon. SOURCE had never witnessed a sighting similar
to this previously. SCURCE believed it could have been a ballosn in a jet

stream, SOURCE estimate the distance of the objects to be from 15 to 20
miles and speed to be 3C0 plus MPH. y
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563rd ACEM Sq, Lake Ci*y, Tennessee

Age: <3

Occucation: Aircraft Con*roller, 663rd AC‘W Sq, Lake City,

wiacation:

1700 1
sight ing.

III. SHIRCEW!S

N
from ator a hill (O

cartain that he »his
twilight, SOURCE

such as alumimun,

1950 fee* wide; ant

to stand still i1
not change brighti-
of +the slighting t!

and they were bri...

in brightness to an
waere 5 miles apart

that they comnars
1lonoked at them ‘1
at 2609 azimith a:

estimated the dist=:

900 MPH,

RELIABFJIFY:
SMNRCE was vary coaverative and of suvnerinr intelligence,

Tennessee
College (Craduate

50)'IRCE was thorasugh in his descrip*ion 527 the

NESCRIPTION IF SIGHTING: SOURCE observed +wo objects

i B'G 5 :12) at 2‘.’)00 azirmith and at an =levation »f 29° from
the horizon. SHOACE

nshsarved the objects at 2722387 Nov 55 and was “airly
yed *hem for 4 minutes, The sky condition was bright
"imated construc’'inn of objects *o be 0 a light metal

vnastum or titanium; antroximately 2997 fe=2t long and
+11iptically shaned.
silver and vellow i

The objects anp~ared *o be solid,
‘w!lo~ with edges like a briecht s*ar. “bhjects avoeared
Y9 *o suddenly sreeding un and rashing away. They did

shane, flicker, throb »r vulsate, During ~he duration
113 not move behind or in front »f any cloud formations,

. *han *he backgronnid of the sky. ™he objects comrared

a1t omobile headlicht several blocks awav. The obi«cts

laterally with a difference of 29)) fert in alt itude,
nyerlasses were wors

v GOURCE at the time of observation. SOWRCA was certain
11z@ to a pea or A dime held at arm's leneth, As SOURCE
43 to his right, and when *they disarneared they were
>1evation, and thev merely faded from vision. SO'RCE

a2 Hf the objects to be 25 miles and their spred to be
SOURCE had a«ver previously witnessed such a siehting.,

e — =

— o ——

- g - W

- ———— - R v —




e D 3 .I"J"F, ! J - v e . 2 . AN~
! [ yi®
fw. ¥ ¢ o : 4 .‘r
L}

e =

CLASSIFICATION (SECURITY INFORMATION when filled in) S

SUPPLEMENT TO AF FORM 112

— e ——— [ ——

ORIGINATING AGENCY

REPORT NO. DB _TTFOB 555 Part Three

PAGE oF Jf PAGES
Flicht 2-B 4A0270 AISS # /

e I e — —

- —— —— et

I. SOMCE: S/5gt Hovert & Manning
Addrass: 663rd ACZY Sn, Lake City, Tennessee

Ape: 22

Occuvation: Security Sgt, 6A3rd ACSW Sq, Lake City, Tenn.

telneation: High School Graduate "
IT, RELIABITITY: O57URCE was vague in his descrintion of the sighting.
SOURCYE was cHhoperative and of average intelligence,

TIL, SOURCW!S DESCRIFTION OF SIGHTING: SOTRCE obsarved the objocts
while driving his automobile at *he rate of 40 MFH 2 miles (/G LONS5) east
nf Oak Rldge, Tennessaa, on highway #61 at 272245Z Nov 55. The obiects
anneared to be ajlrciraft of a cipar shane and about the size of a C-47 without
wings. They aprearad tn be of metal constrmiction, and were flyineg fairlv high
and at a slow rats o' ap=203, The objects were brighter *han *hs backgr-und
of the sky and comrarod in brightness to that of an automobile headlight a
block away. The ob '=scls ware viewed *lrough an auto windshield and had a

bright orange glov 'heir edges were lik= *hose of a bright star, SYMRCE
was failrly certair ' the objects compared in size to a prencil held at
arm's length., Tha ' ‘:ots geemad tH> be heading in a northwesterly direction

or making a turn *..id *he northwest, SOURCE had never witnessed a sighting
-gimilar to this nreviously. The objects crnssed the horizon and disa ~eara=d
from view, |
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I. SOURCE: A/2C Joun J Kupcho
Addrezgs:  4663rd ACEW Sq, Lake City, Tennessee
Age: 18

Occupation: Radar Operator, 663rd ACAW Sqg, Lake City,
Tennessee

Education: Hirgh School Graduate

IT, RELIABILITY: OSOURCE was thorough in his description of the
siznting. SOUHCE was very cooperative and of average intelligence.

IIT. SOURCE'S LESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE observed the objects
from atop a hill (GJI'G 5012). They were at 260° azimuth and a2t an elevation
of 459, SOURCE observed the objects at 202230Z Nov 55 and was fairly certain
that he observed them for 20 minutes. The sky condition was bright twilight
and very clear, SUUHCE observed the Evenipg Star. The objects were brighter
than the sky baclpzrround and had a yellow-orange neon licht appearance with
the edges sharply outlinsd., SOURCE was fairly certain that they compared
in size to a silver dollar held at arm's length and that they appeared to ve
made of metal. The objocts were elliptical in shape and about 100 feet long.

SQURCE was facing southwest when objects were first sighted and when they
were last seen, he was facing west at 265° azimuth and looking 20° above the
horizon., SOURCE c¢slimated the objects to be & to 10 miles away, SOURCE had
not sighted similar aobjects previously. > S
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I. SYPCR: A/2C erald 7 Lassiter
Address: €453rd ACSW Sq, Lake City, Tennessee
Age: 27

Occupation: Radar Onerator, 653rd AC&Y Sq, Lake City,
Tennesses

. Education: High School Graduate
II. RELIABILITY: SOJRCE was thorough in his descrintion of the
sighting, SOURCE was very cooperative and of average intelligence,

TIII. SOTRCE'S NESCRITTION I SICHTING: SOURCE observed “wo objects
from atop a hill at (BJ1} 5712). They were at 2450 azimuth and at an alevation
af 457, SOURCE observad the objects at 27225)Z Nov 55 and was cartain that
he observed *hem “or 19 minutes, The sky condi*ion was bright *wilieht and
a fow stars ware obserysad, The objects were brighter than the backeromnd of
*he sky, were orange in co'or, ellin*ically shaved, an—~eared *o be so0lid. and
of metal cons*ructi-n and w2re sharnly outlined. The objects commarsd in
brightness to an automobile headlight a nile or more away. The obj=cts A4id

not break up, give o't smoke, change shave, vary in brieghtness, flicker, throb,

rulsate nor suddenly svsedup., They 4id avrear to stand still. The sky was
clear. S)RCE was cevitaln that the objects commared in size to gravefruit
held at arm's length. “heav Tlew straight west until *hey Adisancearad from
sight. S)UNCE was looking sou*hwest when objiects were “irst =sighted and west
when last observed at 273? azim*h and 292 elevation, GYRCE had n2ver
witnessad a similar sichting.
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I. SOURCE: Mr“Sasuaer

Address: Alexandria, Tennessee
Age: 32

Occupation:" Telephone Company Manager

= -

II. RELIABILITY: Cannot be judged. SOURCE was investigated by 2
Nashville GOC personnel,

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE observed two objects  at
(CJDG 5905)at 2022532 Nov 55. Length of sighting was 30 seconds. Objects
were cigar shaped and red-orange in color, Size of objects compared to a
cigarette held at arm's length. Objects were first observed at 1800 azimuth
and 60° angle of elesvation and last seen at 280° azimuth and 30° angle of
elevation. Flight path of objects was from east to west and no maneuvers were
observed. Observer's account of weather condition was no wind, clear, fair
and unlimited celling, 5HOURCE'S point of observation was approximately 1730

miles west of the (Oak Nidge - Lake City area, the area in which the other six
observations were mide,
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

l. A check with the McGhee-Tyson Weather Station was made and the
following information was received: At the time of the sighting sky was |
clear with no clouds in the area of sighting., Winds were: surface SW 8K, |
5000 £t 360 deg 35K, 10,000 Ft 330 deg 40X, 15,0C0 ft 310 degrees 50K, 20,000
ft 310 deg 45K, 30,000 ft 300 deg 80K, 45,000 ft 300 deg 100K.

2. A check with the McGhee=Tyson flight service revealed negative
observations by commercilal airlines,

3. The astronomer at the University of Tennessee has no regular reporting
channels for information and therefore had no information. | /

4, Knoxville Filter Center reported negative reports from observers,

e —

5. The 663rd AC&W Sq did not track objects on radar.

6. After visual observation 663rd AC3W Sq direction center scrambled
two (2) F-8éD aircraft after objects, No completed intercept accomplished
nor indentification mada on the objects. |

7, Base intellipence of ficar reported negative. |
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I. SOURCE: A/2C Gordon B Jessee

Address: 663rd AC&W Sq, Lake City, Tennessee i
Age: 19

Occupation: Radar Operator, 663rd AC&W Sq, Lake City, Tenn
; Education: High School Graduate |

II. RELIABILITY: SOURCE was thorough in his description of the sighting.
SOURCE was cooperative and of average intelligence,

- III. SOURCE'S DESCRIFTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE observed the objects
from atop a hill (GJ¥G 5012) at 202230Z Nov 55. Objects were sighted at
2450 azimuth and at an elevation of 459, SOURCE was certain he observed the |
objects for 15 minutes, The s8ky condition was bright twilight and a few |
stars were ohserved, As SOURCE looked at the objects the sun was in front of
him, Objects were brighter than the background of the sky. The objects
compared in brightness of an automobile headlight a mile or more away, and

their edges were sharply outlined., The objects appeared to be constructed |
of metal and were elliptically shaped and solid. They were dull orange in 1
color and stood out in contrast to the sunset. SOURCE was certain that the

objects compared in :1x» ko a foothallTheld at arm'®length., SOURCE was
looking toward the sonthwest when first sighting the objects and toward
the west when they disappeared from view, When disappearing they were at
260° azimuth and 20% glevation. They faded from sight due to distance.
SOURCE had never witnaessed a similar sighting previously.
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SUPPLFMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

l., A check with the McGhee-Tyson Weather Station was made and the
following information was received: At the time of the sighting sky was
clear with no clouds in the area of sighting., Winds were: surface SW 8K,
5000 ft 360 deg 35K, 10,00C Ft 330 deg 40K, 15,0C0 ft 310 degrees 50K, 20,000
ft 310 deg 45K, 30,000 ft 300 deg 80K, 45,000 ft 300 deg 100K.

2, A check with the McGhee-Tyson flight service revealed negative
observations by commercial airlines,

3. The astronomer at the University of Tennessee has no regular reporting
channe]s for information and therefore had no information.

4, Knoxville FFilter Center reported negative reports from observers. |
5. The 6673rd 8.4 359 did not track objects on radar.

6. After viasual observation 663rd ACAW Sq direction center scrambled

two (2) F-B8AD aircr:ft after objects. No completed intercept accomplished
nor indentificatior madm on the objects,

7. Base intae!! --nce officer reported negative.

#
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COTL:ﬂlS ff Preparing Officers |

le There were four other sightings of this object at CAXK RIDGE
(GJTG h132), TENN, Questionaires were distributed to the four individuals
to be filled out., They stated that the questionaires had to be cleared by |
AEC security personnel before they could be forwarded, It was understood i
that this would involve a minimum delay. OAX RILGE was called subsequently
on two accasions to request that the questionaires be forwarded to this unit,
but after a prolonged delay it was felt this report should be submitted
minus the additional questionaires. 2

—

2e These comments are based upon a summary of the observations of the
seven sources available, JSix of the sources were military personnel with
high school or collsge educations, and the seventh source was a civilian,
telepliong company manager, Four of the sources observed the objects from
a hill top, one scurce observed them from his back yard, one source cbserved
3 them from within his autokobile, and it was not determined where the other
'3 source was located when he observea them, 1'ost of the sowrces indicated the |
z objects appcared to nnve been mace of metal, been orange in color and ellipt-
Lcal 1n shape, baen hnmvﬁllnm toward the west from the south-west in an ers
ratic course and possested a light intensity equal to thet of an auto head-
light from several LLaocks to a mile away, Sowrces indicated the objects did
not pulsate, flickere, throb or smoke, The objects were estimated to have
been in view for a minitmum of thirty seconds, a maxdimum of twenty minutes
and an average of Len winutes, They were estimated to have been from eight
to twenty-five miles sway. Their size was estimated to have been from that
of a pea held at arms length to that of a footoall held at the same distance;
exact sizes were ostimated as having teen equal to a C-47, 100' long,
100! X 200' and 1,0' K 250!, respectively. Thelr spesed was described as |
having been erratic and from 0 to 900 MPH, No ncise was heard coming from
the objects

3. The long duration of observation (average of ten minutes) and the
shape seem to rule out the possibility of these objects having been meteors,
Neither could they have been aircraft since their flignht characheristics
I (erratic course znd spzed) were not comparable to those usually associated |
with aircraft., Also, aircraft would have bezn picked up by radar, but these
objects were not, It is unkikely that the objects were stars or planets cdue
to thelr size, shape and duration of observation. There is a poscsibility

|
that the objects were balloons caught in a jet stream, That might account i
!

for their crratic course and speed, but it wculd not explain their remaining
moticnless at times, Ballodtns would not give a radar return unless they |
carried sonde equipment, All sources indicated ths sun was ;;oing down and |

3 1oright twilight concitlion existed, This might account for the orange re- |
llerLGn coserved, nowever, the shape of the objects would leave some qucs- !
tion as to the possibility of their having been valloons. They were des-

cribed as being ellipticzl or cigar shaped.
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COMMENTS of Preparing Orficer (Contd):

ts These deductions seem to eliminate all of the possibilities ex-
pept optical or weather phenomena., They would have no restrictions as to
size, shape, length of observation, course, speced, color or distance, They
would nct necessarily have shown returns on radar, They are probably nore
common at the particular time these ebservations were made, since the sun
was low on the horizcn and some stars could alrcaay be observed. 1t was
indicated in the initial repcrt that interceptors were sent aloft but re-
ported negative results., This seems to substantiate the premise that the
objects were some type of phenoména rather than material, The preparing

officer believes that bhils laster solution is more feasible than the former =
solutions, ’

 nndll O fopiZle TP
¢ SIDHEY STEIN
[F Capt., USAF
OIC Flight?2B

COMMENTS of Approving (fflcer:
- r > .
Further inveatipative efforts revealed the presence of two temperaturs
inversions (surface to 2,000' and 11,000' to 13,000') in the area of the
eighting at the time of the sighting.

It is the opinton of this headquarters that the sighting was probably
caused by ths viewing of the planet Venus through the above mentioned
terperature inversions,
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O INCLS.

II. SUMMARY: UFOB sighted at approximately 202220Z Nov 55 by six
members of the 663rd ACLW Sq Lake City, Tennessee (GJI'G 5012) and one
civilian telaphone comparly manager from Alexandria, Tennsssee (GJDG 5805).
Information contained in this report was obtained from the persons observ-
ing the objects and from an investigation conducted to determine the

possible cause of the sighting.

III. INVESTICATORS: T/Sgt XE!NETH D REGISTER AF 34188361
T/Sgt JACK B TUCKER AF 20957239
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M SII’ F_{ Sl;f .[.1'
Captain, HSAF
OLC Flt 21}
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APPRCVED:

«/ffé
HN M WHITE JR

Colonel, USAF
Commander
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