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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION _

‘
. CONCLUSIONS

Was Balloon

Probably Balloon

Possibly Bolloon

24 Nov 55 Hokksido, Japan

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4& TYPE OF OBSERVATION
Was Aircraft‘Weel BODOPS.Gs i ccceanth hee ee 2 Ground-Vi sual 0 Ground-Radar Probably Aircraft

GM 24/1.61.32, : B Air Vi sual O Air-Intercep? Radar Possibly Aircraft

3. eHeioe eeneee Fok, Sat heSOUROES iA), 8X Was Astronomico! Moon
O Yes

21 No military (F-86 Pilot
7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

5 min 1 sta

o
o
o
 
o
o
o

Probably Astronomicol
Possibly Astronomical

Other.
Insufficient Data for Evaluation
Unknowno

o
o
 
o
a

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

On mission at 25,000 a red glow of high Refraction of setting moon.
ineasity was sighted (stationary). See Dr Hynek’s evaulation
First looked like a/c on fire or after-
burner. First spherical shape, then changed

to oblong, retaining brightness. Glow

disappeared gradually within 5 min.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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‘le | _ JOINT MESSAGEFORM.ip
cayinne BSCERT ERIOR OVPARAPHRAST NOW Rares “ee ICALLY RE}Oe ;

m7 nian y 8 Ines . ywo-Tinikh G ui Eas
'@ CANO et at te ENCLASSIP LEDSe “ Als, END Ui, FON ‘x0 “UNCLASSED ii ‘D Tien Oy

sey ad PuO 60 Gp gis bala 1uaB GROUP TS Ch More. 9
REE:RENC i

SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY

FROM: (Originator) DATE-TIME GROUP

021130Z Dee

COMDR ATIC GS2X
T0:D/I HQ USAF WASHINGTON 25 DC [book wsanoe

“oeADDR (J ves

Qo - #1208Ey REFERS TO MESSAGE:

INFO: 2776 =
FROM: AFOIN-4E4 FOR: AFOIN-2A1

Reference your messages 52775 data 011902Z Dec concerning UFOB sighting by F~-86

pilot over Hokkaido, Japan, Preliminary evaluation by ATIC as follows; Probable

reflection of moon throvah cloud layer.

Moon at that time of (your, ena in first quarter and set scanetime around midnight,

The reflection of sunlight from the moon through a cloud layer would result in the

cloud filtering the blue fron the reflection and thus leaving a reddish-orange glow.

The moon would not be visiols to the observer due to its low position on the

horizon and its obstruction from view by existing cloud layers,

;

COORDINATION:

DAG /2/Vas) See UNCLASSIFIED
15520818

a "rer
DREPPERD, KS Wi,7T/Set, USAr

enas

SYMBOL

AFOIN]-LEA

TELEPHONE

69216
aj

a ght oe mise

eer aera

D D FORM 1 7 REPLACES NME FORM 173, 1 MAY 49, ©9—16—58923-4 UU. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

1 OCT 49 WHICH MAY BE USED,
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' FIGURE AS BETTER THAN.392

HQ 622 Hiaay.s
RR RJEDWP PARATHRA SB NOT 3 MOVE

RR RJEDEN RJEDYP & ALL INTERNAss otCES BY DATE-TIME GROUP
DE RJEPHQ 125 RIOR TO DEC SSIFICATION
Ri fBY
FM HEDUSAF WASHDC ey,TO RJEDEN/CINCONAD ENT AFB COLO dy L ef frere

wfRJEDWP/ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB DAYTON att
BT

| My 1 220% CLN AFOIN-2A1 53932 REFERENGE IS MADE TO He
USAF 52776 CMM DATED 1 DEC 1955. FOLLOWING UNEVALUATED MESSAGE.CMM
ON SAME SUBJECT CMM FROM COMDR FEAF ON 3 DEC PASSED TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS.

QUOTE CLN THE FOLLOWING INFO FROM THE 39TH AIR Div INCLUDING A PILOTS
INTERROGATION REPORT IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFO CLN

1, EVALUATION OF PILOT CLN 1/LT DURFEY CMM MILES CMM AO 222¢02u

CMM 339 FIS IS CONSIDERED A COMPLETELY RELIABLE SOURCE. THE DEBRIEFING
OFFICER EVALUATED TH: SOURCE AND PROBABILITY OF THE INFORMATICN AS

A~2. LT DURFEY HAS BYFN EN EYEWITNESS TO APPROXIMATELY SEVEN

-PREVIOUS NUCLEAR EYPLOSIONS FROM THE GOUND DURING MARCH TO JUNE 1954

CMM FROM LAS VAGAS Clit! NEVADA CMM APPROX &@ MILES AWAY. FURTHER

STATES HE HAS SEEN NUMEROUS TRAINING FILMS AND MOVIES OF E XPLOSIONS»
UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE TWO RJEPHQ 12

IT_IS HIS OPINION THAT IT WAS AN ATOMIC BURST AND THAT'S ALL IT COULD
HAVE SBE NA a Frome
2. LT DURFEY STATE2 ORIGINALLY THAT HE THOUGHT IT WAS AT LEAST 2a

MILES AWAY CLN LATER MATHEMATICAL COMPUTATIONS BY HIM PLACED THIS

he 4 e PARAGRAPH 3-@2 CMM CAPT 3. VOL IIe

RADICLOGICAL DEFENSE.» NOV STPUBLISHED BY ARMED FORCES SPECIAL WEAPONS

PROJECT STATES CLN QUOTE IN. ONE OF THE TEST EXPLOSIONS AT NEVADA

IN 195i THE GLARE IN Thr SKY CMM IN THE EARLY HOURS OF THE DAWN WAS

VISIBLE OVER 442 MILES AWAY. UNQUOTE. FROM 25,222 FEET IT IS POSSIBLE
THAT LT DURFEY COULD HAVE SEEN THE BALL OF FIRE AT 482 OR EVEN MORE

MILES AWAY. FURTHER THE ABOVE MENTIONED VOLUME STATED THAT HIGH

AIR BURST WOULD START AT 4,222 AND GO UP TO 39,8233 TO §6%,29% FEET.

3¢ THE FOLLOWING IS COPY OF THE SIGNED STATEMENT MADE BY LT DURFEY

WHICH IS IN THE MAIL TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS CLN QUOTEe AT %1@S HOURS

CMM 25 NOVEMBER 55 CMM I WAS SCRAMBLED OUT OF CHITOSE UNDER THE CALL

SIGN OF "SHARPY REC.” THE MISSION WAS TO INVESTIGATE A GCI’ RADAR
ee CE A PRESUMABLY UNKNOWN AIRCRAFT. THE VECTOR FOR OUR FLIGHT

F TWO F-S6D AIRCRAFT WAS eae TO US 564 DEGREES CMM AND WE WERE TO

ACENT TO AN ALTITUDE OF 25,429 FEET WHILE CLIMBING OUT ON THIS HEADING.
IMMEDIATELY AFTER TAKEOFF ann MY WINGMAN'S RADIO-«RECEIVER BECAME
INOPERATIVE AND COULD NOT BE CONTACTED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE FLIGHT.

T WENT INTO ATHIN OVERCAST AT ABOUT-6,992 FEET AND BROKE OUT AT

12,020 FEET. MY WINGMAN AT THIS TIME WAS APPROY FIVE MILES‘ so SP aeeee a Bin LIN

?
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~ PAGE FOUR RJEPHQ 123

PAGE InAKERE KIJtPHW Lio

AND WAS FOLLOWINY ME WITH THE AID OF HIS RA? 2s THERE WERE NO
CLOUD CONDITICNS. JF ANY KIND ABOVE LAYER. FOh MENTIONED CMM AND THE

VISIBILITY WAS EXTREMELY GOOD. AT APPROX 91131 CMM LOCATION WD 6562
CMM ALTITUDE 25,922 FEET AND ON HEADING OF 369 DEGREES.J BECAME
AWAREOF A RED GLOWTO MY LEFT. AT FIRST IT APPEARED TO BE A

"REFLECTION PROM THE COCKSIT INSTRUMENT LIGHTS CMM BUT I ELIMINATED
THAT POSSIBILITY BY PUTTING MY HAND AGAINST THE CANOPY AND PEERING
THROUGH TWO SPREAD FINGERS WITH MY HEAD AGAINST MY HAND. I NEXT THOUGHT

THE GLOW MAY BE COMING FROM AN AIRCRAFT ON FIRE CMM BUT AS THE LIGHT

WAS NOT MOVING CMM THIS POSSIBILITY WAS ALSO ELIMINATED CMM I NEXT

THOUGHT THAT THE GLOW MIGHT BE COMING FROM THE AFTERBURNER OF ANOTHER

AIRCRAFT CLOSE BY. THIS POSSIBILITY WAS ELIMINATED BY TURNING
INTO THE DIRECTION OF THE GLOW. THE GLOW REMAINED STATICNARY AND A

HEADING OF S12 DEGREES WAS ESTABLISHED TO PLACE THE LIGHT DIRECTLY

AHEAD OF THE AIRCRAFT. AS THE MISSION WAS STILL IN PROGRESS I TURNED

BAGJs...TQe Ral ING OF 364 DEGREES. AT THIS POINT IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT

A LITTLE MORE THAN TWO MINUTES HAD ELAPSED. SHORTLY AFTER THE TURN

WAS STARTED CMM THE GLOW BEGAN TO FLATTEN OUT FROM ITS ORIGINAL

SPHERICAL SHAPE PAREN TO CLARIFY A STATEMENT MADE IN AN EARLIER
REPORT CMM THIS OBLONG OR FLATTENED STAGE COULD BE COMPARED TO THE

WELL KNOWN " MASHROOM" STAGE WHICH RESULTS AFTER AN EXPLOSION OF ,

THIS KIND. HOWEVER CMM THE STEM CMM LF.THEREWAS ONE.CMM OF THIS

MUSHROOMSTAGE WAS.NOT.VISTBLE. PAREN THIS GLOW WAS FLATTENED ON

A HARIZONTAL PLANE AND THE ILLUMINATICN IN THIS STAGE LASTED FOR

APPROX TWO MINUTES, AFTER THIS STAGE THE LIGHT FADED OUT MODERATELY

FAST CMM IeE. IN LESS" THAN THIRTY SECONDS. MY LOCATICN WAS WD 3585
CMM WINPPP FEET CMI 11451. THE TOTAL PERIOD OF MY OBSERVANCE THUS

WAS ABOUT FIVE MINUTES. TO APPROXIMATE THE SIZE OF THE GLOW CMM A

SPHE RE ONE-HALF INCH f) DIAMETER HELD AT A ONE YARD DISTANCE FROM THE
EYE WOULD SHOW IN CCHPARISON WHAT I SAW FROM THE COCKPITe AT 522

STATUTE MILES THIS WOULD MAKE THE DIAMETER OF THE SPHERE TO BE

SLIGHTLY LESS THAN SEVEN MILES ACROSSe THE COLOR OF THE GLOW THROUGHOUT
THE ENTIRE TIME WAS A DEEP RED WITH AN ORANGE TINTe IT APPEARED THAT

Trek HIGHEST (INTENSITY OF THE LIGHT WAS REACHED JUST PRIOR TO THE

FLATTENING-CUT PROCESS. IN THE LATTER PART OF THE OBSERVANCE PERIOD

AN ELONGATED DARK OBJECT. APPEARED EORIZONTALLY TO THE LEFT AND IN THE

MIDDLE OF THE SPHEREe THIS CLOSELY RESEMBLED A cLeey FORMATION AN

BLOCKED OUT APPROXIMATELY ONE-FIFTH OF THE SPHERE. I WAS UNABLE TO
CONTACT MY WINGMAN. I COULD NOT GET HIM TO VERIFY. ANY OF THIS INFOR- pert
MATIONe UNQUOTE. Gist weer IE Mok
FEAF COMMENT CLN AT THE TIME OF INCIDENT THE MOON WAS A C191} DEGREES
FROM THE POSITION OF THE ALRCRA T THE, MOOM SETphrT Gili HE D OK
OF THE INCIDENT. -THERE IS. NO ADDITION AL EVIDENCE TO SUSSTA NTIATE
THAT THIS WAS AN ATCMIC EXPLOSION. HISTORICALLY CMM THE RE IS NO RECORD
OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS IN THIS AREA. UNQUOTE

REQUEST AFOIN-4& EVALUATION AS SOCOM AS POSSIBLFe
BT i

BT1/1832Z DEC RJEPHO
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SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY PF
FROM: (Originator) DATE-TIME GROUP

X ~ yc.BGs 121245Z Dec

CPMDR ATIC Tale

TO:

D/I HQ USAF WASHINGTON 25 DC

oe are
/

INFO:

FROM: AFOIN-4254 FOR; APOIN-2Al

Reference your messages 43032 dtd 071826Z Dee and 52776 dta 0119022 Dec. Although

the time element and desortption of the glow could coincide with & nuclear

explosion, it is unlikely that this cause Initiated the report for the followings

reasons;

a. Negative historical report from Far East sources maintaining

sense te kw e
Sismocvash viril,

b. No previous explosions reported from thet>particular location of

the glow,

Reference our message IC 41206 dtd 021130Z Dec. Evaluation contained therein

remains the same, However, one discrepancy gemains to be clarified, In your

message 53032, the following statement eppears; "PEAF comment, at the time of

incident, the moon was at 19} degrees from the position of the aircraft." Should

Shis agimuth location read 291 degrees? A position of 191 degrees would lécate

er
the moan in a SSE direction at time of setting. A position of 291 degrees would

establish the correct approximate locatgon jo tie leas See bie 755-2150

UNCLASS {FiEL é A, - ee = < D xce 1 OFs 2PAGES,



COMMUNICATIONS CENTER NO,

SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY

FROM: (Originator) DATE-TIME GROUP

PRECEDENCE
FOR:

ee
ive

[_] mutnipte appress

REFERS TO MESSAGE:

CLASSIFICATION

INFO:

Request clarification,

COORDINATION:

4EY Pick ae DATE L2f72 LIS Te
r. H. A. Miley, ence

lia Hp. dcncfendeve |S S|
ERT W. DREPPERD, T/SGT, USAR ==

iy FORM REPLACES NME FORM 173, | MAY 49, cO—10—56033-4__U. 8. SOVERNNENT PRINTING Cerice
\ DD 1 OCT 49 173 WHICH MAYBE USED. a
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| HQ927 ‘ eh

PP RJAPAD RJEDWP RJEDEN 16 CeC 1555 0g iy /
‘TE RJEPHO 148 ne OF 2 Bd of Oe
me P| Sige -

| FM HED USAF WASH DC Ase
TO RJAPAD/COMFEAF TOKYO JAPAN Ue

| INFO RJEDWP/AIR TECHNICAL INTEL CENTER WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB OHI

q rie fet ENT AFB COLO

; ee FROM AFOIN]=2A1 53453 YOURCINDICATIONS MESSAGES NO.
| 53 AND 56 PASSED TO AFOIN@-4 (ATIC) FOR INFO AND EVALUATION. AFOIN@4
E FAS REQUESTED CLARIFICATION 1 YOUR MESSAGE WHICH STATES QUOTE AT.
|THE TIME OF INCIDENT THE MOON WAS AT 491 DEGREES FROM THE POSITION
| OF THE AIRCRAFT END QUOTE
_ AFOIN@4% QUERRIES QUOTE SHOULD NOT THIS AZIMUTH LOCATION READ 291
| DEGREESe A POSITION OF 154 DEGREES WOULD LOCATE THE MOON IN SSE
_ DIRECTION AT TIMEOF SETTING WHEREAS A POSITION OF 291 DEGREES WOULD

_ ESTABLISH THE CORRECT APPROXIMATE LOCATION IN THE WEST AT SETTING

| END QUOTE. REQUEST YOUR COMMENT BE ADDRESSED TO AFOIN-4' CATIC)
| WITH INFO AT ADC AND THIS NEADQUARTERS.»

ke i PARAPHRASE NOURYOED ENGELS CG a
' 15/2358Z DEC RJEPHQ Fn eeeke anaes PALLY REMOVE

oy S A/F27
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RBQ~2 WPFOAS eee QKCLES QDADSEPQALIS52ADAYSILn

PP RJEDEN RJEDWP RJEPHQ

PSO Wlez gb. oe Ge Veit ae

Fil COMDR FEAF TOKYO JAPAN - ie cL —s-4 2-4.
TO RJEDUP/COMDR ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB DAYTON OHIO = <—

INFO RJEPHQ/COMDR HD USAF WASHINGTON D Cc

RJEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLO

BT

UNCL DI-E 51664, ATI! AFOIN-4, ATTN AFOIN 21, INTERIM REPLYDQ USAF
- ee,

AFOIN 2Ai MESSAGECITE 55455. SOURCE BEING QUERIED FURTHER. FINAL REPLY
So eae elgrae aeons

WILL BE FORWARDED UPON REEEEPTOF INFORMATION. Pay

BT

19/Z753Z FEC RJAPAD


