L e PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD | P
B |1 pate R 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
| DO Wos Boalloon
LT Dec 55 Red Oak, Iowa | DO Probably Bolloon
~ | 3. oATE-TIME GROUP 4 YYPE OF OBSERVATION O el N
O Wos Alicroft
Local £ Ground- Vi suol O Ground-Rodar O Probobly Aircraft
GMT 18{0122Z O AirVYisuval O Alr-Intercept Rodor O Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS . SOURCE X Was Astronomicol Meteor
O Yes . O Probably Astronomical
No 111ian | O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBRSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D Othep.s e asepiiagm fo0 ., o]
0O Insufficient Dota for Evgluation
15 sec obj D Unknown
Ao e g <0 OV TR R TR S B I T 1 | TS e [TTTEE) - ) N T S, IR TI S T
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS
One fast moving soundless obj was observed to |ObJ) has allcharacteristics and per-
explode in the sky. Obj seemed to change formances of a meteor. It is felt that
- |colors from white to red to blue. time of observation was slightly
4 overestimated. ASTRO (Meteor Sighting)
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Part One
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PAGE & OF 6 PAGES

I. SOURCE: wiwimi@umiihiuningne

Address: TR weEoad Oak, Iowa
dge: - 15 ’
'Ochpatidn: High School student
- Education: 10th grade

Qualificationsy OSubstitute GOC observer with little training.

IY. REALTABILITY: Source wes sincere and did not eppear to exegera’c.e. He
was interested in reporting %"just the facts® and would not give opinions of which
he was not 100% certain. | :

IIT. SCURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: The lone object appeared suddenly in the
SW and glowed Mlike a sky rocket you see on the 4th of July® for about fifteen
seconds., While 1t had no particuler shape, it wes about the size of an automobile
headlight., The source thought the object was about one block away from him, The
path traveled by the sighting was almost stralght dowmward towards the earth.

The object changed colors from blue to white to red and then seemed to
slowly burn itself out., At first it appeared solid but later turned transparen‘h

Thore were scattered clouds, many stars and a slight bree:a when the incident
occured at 19:22 CST, according to the source, ( 18/01222 Dec 55 ).

Source called his GOC filter center and raported the object. Yo photographs
wors taken, If it were not for the size of the object and its appearent nearness,

source steted the sighting might have been g falling star,

Source stated that his mothey who was on duty with him, aﬂreed with his
description. , I
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DATE OF REPORT
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DATE OF INFORMATION

17 Dec 55
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SOURCE

23 Deo 55
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PREPARED BY (0Jficer)

| TRt A GO Ay eR K0P SA) Onaha, Nebr.
P {TT ADCC 1d

f 5UMMARY:

‘S, and others d

HANS BISCHOFS, Captaln, USAF

m—— = —

212, COMDR 31st AD (DEF), SHallijig AFS, Minn,

List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form []|3—Part H’)

(Lmlcr concise summary of report. Give signlficance in final une-sentence paragraph,

I. CONTENTS:

PART ONE: Description of sighting by Mr. < . |
Occupation, high school student, age 15, on duty as relief GOC observar with

No sps¢ial tralning for this work,

PART TW0O: Dssceriptlon of sighting by P&‘.‘WB,} control %touver
oparator, Kansas City, Mlssourl Manicipal Alrport,

Iowa,
his mother.

PART THREEs Dascription of sighting by Captaln I AL
Kansas City, Missouri. Occupatlon, commerclal pilot with Draniff Internauional

Adrvays, and a former professor of physlag, University of Iowa,

" PART FOUR: = Supplementary Investigatlve Efforts

Comnents of Preparing Offlcor

II. SUMMARY: An unidentified flying object was sipghted ty an obsarver at the GOC
post in Red Oak, Iowsn (GECGREF FJKM 46¢1), by an air control towor aployes at Kansas
Clty, Missourl Munieipal Airport (GECREF FJIX 2487) and by the pilot of a Braniff
International Airways flight flylng over Kansas City, Missourld (GEOREF FJIX 2574).

Cbject eppearsd to bs of the fire ball type, initially observed at 18/0122Z Dec 55,
and lasted for atout filfteen seconds. The follow-up Investigatlion consisted of a

taorough interview by phone with the three aboeve memtloned persons and a check with
other knowledgeable sources conhected with this sightling,
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DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR
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I. SOURCE: CHOUSENEMNEEE" (1)e)

Addressy YIRS, Kansas City, Missouri
Ageas Adult

Occupation: CAA control tower operator

IT, RELTABILITY: Source offered 1ittle information on his own, answered only the
questions put directly to him. Investligators contacted him since he was the source

for an article which sppeared in the Kansas City Star of 18 Decmb-ar 55. Soarce was
friendly and seemed sincere.

ITI. SOURCE!S DFSCRIPTIQN OF SIGHTING: Object flared up in the Wik of the tower
about 18/0129Z Dec 55, It was of urusual brightness, yet source took it for

granted that the sighting was a falling star, It seemed to him that it burned out
vefore reaching the surface of the earth.

Source turned in no report of the incldent, but did talk about it with "several

air line pilots regerding it's umisal brightnaaso

Source stated the object fell almost straight down,

-
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I, SOURCE; Captain w

Address: GRS Kensas City, Mssourl
Ages Adult |

Cecupation: Captalin with Braniff International Airlines

Edueation: College graduate. Taught physies at the University of
Iowa for a pariod of time,

IX, RELIABILITY: The investigatars were not able to resch the Captsin himsslf as
he was out of the state on business, IHowever his co-pllot, Jiifimissesz, Who was
flying with the CGaptain relsted the incldent to the lnvestigators, The co-pilot
had token Informal nmotes of the avent, |

IITI. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTIHG:s While flying at about 3,000 fesdt two miles
south of the Kansas City Municipal Alrport, a large ®greenish colored® object
appeared to the WNW at 18/0128Z Dec 55. During the first instant the source states
that they had a tendency to duck as the objoct seemed s8¢ near, However the source
oulckly reallzed that the sighting was some distance away, Hs then informed the
passengers of the o}ject.

The source watched the object for about 10 seconds and told the co-pilot
that 1t was a "nickle meteorite®™ because of its greenlsh czst. The object appeared
to burn itself out before reaching the ground, . ‘

Upon landing the two flyers talked about the umusal sighting to their friends
who had seen it fram the ground. )
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SUPPLE ENTARY TNVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

l. 4 call %o the University of Kansas at Kansas Clty, Konsag rsvealaed thai

this institution had no astronanar and that no information relative to ths unknown
conld bs obtained from this sowurce. | - .

2. The Kansas Cliy Ineatnea: Bureau had no 1ni‘ozmation on the oo,jec Tha weather
as of 18/01202 Des 55 foar tihe areas where elghtings took place was as follpuss

e, Kansas Clty, Missourli, OGClean; Visibililty, 12 miles; Tmpéra’cm's, 2073
Daw Point, 149; erd Wind, N at 7 knots.

b. tha, Nebraska (GEREF FJXM @517), (noarest weathor to Red Ouk, Iowa).
Ceiling, 14,000 scettered; Visibility, O miles; Temperature, 149; Dow Point, 8o
| and Wind, ITTE at 4 kno%s. '

3, The F'lying Safety Office of the CAA had no Information on the unknown
Sigh‘ting-

Lo A call wues made to the Kansas Clty Star to find cut the souree of thelr .
brlef story of 18 Dacember 55 stating that a metsorite had been seen over the area,
The Investigators learned that the "Star" had roecelved its story from a Mr, Carroll
White at ths Cortrol Tower at the Iv"u.nicipal Airpoxrt,

5. & contaet with the Manielpe 1 Airport gave us CAA emplayee, IMr, Walle who had
sean the object and bacams anobhsr source, but he could not posiiively ldentifly the
object which he had esseon, *

E' 5. By followin.c' a lend :zentic“ed in the TT from 31st AD (Daf). contact was nade
with Captain u and his description of the sighting.

L 7. Again by chasing down a2 lead from the TT from 31st AD (Def), contact was

j made via telephons with the cily editor of the Lincoln Nebraska Journal of Lincoln,
' IIebraska (GT'OB.EF FJJL 2849). It had bean reported that "loud to moderate oxplosions™
} cre heard in conjunction with the sighting. The paper informed the Investigators

| 't.ha such noises wera reporied by an unknown railroad yerdman of the Burlington Iine
’ working at Humbol‘h, Nabraska (GEOREF FJKL £318). The pa*:ler roevealed further “that a
Dr. C. B. Schultz of the University of llebraska was working on ths subject and was

a knowledzsable person in this field,

e

8. Telephons contact was established wita Dr. Schuliz, who 18 the Director of
the University of Illebraska Mussum at Lincoln., He stated that from all reports
vhich he recsived, and from consultations with Professor Colllns of that school's
Astronomy depa.rtmant, and the noted meteor:axpért Dr, Lincoln La Paz of lNew Mexico,
that the thres of them had declided the object was definitely a msteorita., Thay
further bellioved that its tall exploded naar htmbolt, Haby ’Is?.:a, but the main part

e N o
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_ 1 v 1_ e L 1'1 -: B 2 1. 1_‘ - _L_ -*I-*-*'f .Htw..

un}:nown objec* tney Wore wor‘r.:mg wit.h was of the same dc*criotion as tna ona roporied
from Kanses City, Mlssourl and from Red Cak, Iowa, The tine of oceursncs coincided
with the other renorts within a few minutes, Dr., Schultz was sure thot bolh he and
oursalves wvere talking of the same object,

Y



m AVUNIM 11481 "M\ 13 ' N W N RS R § I R ——
' CLASSIFICATION
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 ( } \o

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT ]

| FROM (Agency) - REPORT NO,

Det. 2, 46024 AISS D2-UF0B=3~55

=
e e —— smr——— S

Part Mve

PAGE 6 or & PAGES

e e P —

| COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

1, In the opinion of the P"epa:ring Offlicer, this sighi 1ng vas caused by a
mateorite Tor tne {ollowing reasonst

Ze Lhe direotion of the sightlng from the various reporting points all
vector in towardas the Humbolt-Ceatrice srea, The roporting times are all within
the margin of human orror, umus they may be considered the same., Tha dcscx 11:)’&10113
ars simillar in content, Thus 1l can be reasonably assumed that all thres-: sourcss
saw tha sams objsot and that it is the object Dr. C. B. Schultz invesiigated,

b, “he thres actual sources all to one degree or another, suggastied by
themselvas thab the obj ect was a meleorite.

&, The descripilons of the object, together with 1ts short dbservatlion :
porlod and its charactoristlic dovmward trajectory suggests it was a meteroite of .
| unusual gize, ,

. -
—_— e e m e —

de Tho collectlve professional opinion of Dr, Schultz, Professor Collins
and Dr, Lincoln La Paz is not to be taken llghtly. ‘tnls Is especlally true when
gupported by the actual sourees plus the circumstances surrounding the objact,

—— i

- ——— -

g, 7The fasct that the Red Ozk and Kemsas Citly observers thought ths object
burned out, while in Nebraska they believed 1t struck the earth can be axplained, ]
There is a haze which is known to affect observaiions near the hoxyizon ss is typleal
with tue Mloss® of stars near the horizon on oven c¢leer nights, Since ths horizen
is rolative to.tlie observer, when the metecorite went past the horizon it would look to
the eastern observers &s though 1% suddenly grew dim and then blackened ocuty TYel to
the west the metsorite did nolt go past the horizon and through the haze, tm:s the " 1
observers there saw a different view, : |

. - "
—— . —

£. The possibility of zn ailrcraft crash was 1nvesuiga «d, Tho CAA at .
Kansas City, Missourl had no word of eny erashs in ’rhe area in questlon,

Ze The ene fosture of the si chting vhich 1s unusual o the lagyman is the |
brightmess of the object and thse reported e:-:pl*»sn.on at rmmbolt, liekraska, Ilowever |
Dr. Schultz was not suprised at the occurrence of an explosmn nor the greater th:m

averago. 1llmﬁmtiono
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COMMENTS of Approving Officer: | |

Concur with the dpinion of the Preparing Officer that the sighting desclz_:'ibadl?-:iln
the above raport was caused by a meteorita, It is ths further opinion of this head-

d L3

: - -t ; . - g s e L - ~ b il % ’ e - A
| quarters that ths metaorites w»3 of bollds Type, accountinz for tiz explosioa L2ard in

Humbolt, Nebraska.
)
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