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"fi pate ~~ 2. LOCATION - 12. CONCLUSIONS

‘ O_ Was Balloon

1] January 1956 . - Wurtsmith AFB, Michigan _. ere arerniy govern.
9., DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION srt eek feb tata al

SU ET ELST a aie BHE aa 2a eRe a a: Ground.Vi sual O Ground-Radar . A Probably Alveraft

GMT Ss gas 0 Nigiscs OD Air Visual BAir-Intercept Radar QO Possibly Aircroft

5. PHOTOS ocr, 6. SOURCE : . O Was Astronomical
O Yes QO Probably Astronomical
KNe Militar O Possibly Astronomical

“J LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE frsOtheriscar ue ge
=. tas. DO Insufficient Data for Evaluation

lo. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

‘| One. circular object, orange, noticed.

by control tower operators because

it was an unfamiliar object. Control

‘tower called ag F-89D in area who

made a lockon by radar for approxi-

mately two minutes with aircraft

indicating an overtake speed of fifty

knots, Target then began to climb,

went off scope, and lockon was broken

_ ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

11. COMMENTS

Object characteristic of

balloon description and motion

as well as duration consistant

with this analysis. A/c radar

lockon with climb of object

also indicates balloon with rada

reflector. Balloons frequently

not sighted by pilots.
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LESEKVEN LN FeSSD. 17. CPLICAL ALDS-7X5@ FIELD GLASSES. 18.

AIRPFORNE SIGHTING-AIRBORNE RADAR ONLY. 1S¢ DATE TIME GROUP-11/23482Z.

| 2@. TIME OF DAY-NIGHT. 21. LOCATION OF CBSERVER-WURTSMITH AFE CONTROL

TOWER AND OBSERVER IN F-89D. 22. OFSERVERS-S SGT COMPLAER 2452

AACS SQDN &YRS SERVICE 3YRS 6MOS CONTROL TOWER. SS SGT PORTER

| 2836 AACS SQDN 4YRS SERVICE 3YRS 6MON EXP GCA TEAM TCWER. A/3C

SEGER 2@3@ AACS SQDN 1@MON 3MON EXP CONTROL TCWER OPERATOR. LT

CULPEPPER 445FIS PILOT 6YRS SERVICE 2YRS 2 MOS RATED. LT FREELAND 445F1S

RADAR OSBSEVER 2YRS SERVICE 6MOS EXP AS RO. 236 ACCOUNT OF WEAHTER=

TWO THOUSAND BROKEN TWENTY THOUSAND BROKEN VIS 15, 24. INTERCEPT OR

ACTION TAKEN-TIPTOE EASY WAS COMING TO LAND AND HE CONTACTED CONTROL

TOWER ASKED TOPTCE EASY TO INVESTIGATE OBJECT ON AN AZIMUTH OF 248

| DEGREES FROM WURTSMITH TOWER, CONTROL TOWER WAS OBSERVING

| BOTH TIPTOE EASY AND OBJECT. CONTROL TOWER TOLD TIPTOE EASY THAT

| OBJECT was ON EASTERN SIDE OF RIM "AND Low. TIPTOE EASY DROPPED

coun TO SEVEN THOUSAND FEETAND.“THE RADAR OBSERVER LOCKED ON TO“A

“TARGET AT HIS: ALTITUDE AT APPROXIMATELY TOW SIWUTES AND AIRCRAFT

: INDICATING FIFTY KNOTS OVERTAKE SPEED THEN TARGET BEGAN TO CLIMB.

: TIPTCE EASY CLIMBED TO ELEVEN. THOUSAND FEET AND TARGET WENT OFF SCOPE

| AND LOCKCN WAS BROKEN NO VISUALOR RADAR CONTACT WAS MADE AFTER THAT.

| AIRCRAFTS LANDING TIME WAS 24¢@ A/C NO. &65o
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RJEPNE/COMDR EADF STEWART AFB is igh ie |

-RSEDFJ/COMDR FLT 3C 4692 AISS SELFRIDGE AFB MICH i "een

RJEPHQ/DIRECTOR INTELLIGENCE HEDUSAF WASH DC |

1 NCLAS s I F r E D/DI 245. UFOB 1. SHAPE-CIRCULAR. 2. SIZE-NOT é
TS ated

DETERMINABLE. "3.COLOR ORANGE: 4. No.” OF OBJECTS-ONE. 5. FORMATION
oie. 6. DISCERIBLE FEATURES-WEG. Te TAIL, TRAIL OREXRAUST-NEG. | :
, SOUND-NEG, 9. UNUSUAL FEATURES-NEG.19. WHY NOTICED UNFAMILIAR ‘
OBJECT TO CONTROL TOWER OPERATOR. | 41, INITIAL ELEV AND AZIMUTH-15

‘TO 29 DEGREES APPROXIMATELY 24@ DEGREES. 12. SAME AS NO, 11. 13,

|<TRACK AND MANEUVERABILITY UNDETERMINABLE SMAE HEADING AWAY FROM CONTROL |

TOWER OPERATOR CLOMED AWAY FROM RADAR OBSERVER SCOPE. 14. MANNER

OF DISAPPEARANCE-FASH CLIMB, 15 LCT OF TIME IN SIGHT-APPROXIMATELY

415 MINUTES. 16. METHOD OF OBSERVATION-VISUAL AND BY LOCKON BY RADAR

PACK TWO R.IRDBW 24



AF FORM 112—PART 1! UMGLASSIEIED

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (pena REPORT NO. SG—UFOB=1-56 | Part One

Flt 3-C, 46024 AISS ~ Pa ate ye hii
PAGES

I, SOURCE: Paul D. Porter, S/Sgt, USAF

Occupation: Aircraft Landing Control Technician

Organization; 2030th AACS

i Wurtsmith AYB

Oscoda, Michigan

Age: 22 years

“Education: High School Graduate

Qualifications: Tech School — 50 weeks

(Control Tower and GCA)

It. RELIABILITY: SOURCE has worked in the GCA ami Control Tower field

for over three years. Was emphatic in stating that object could not have been

a star, and seemed positive of all times and descriptions. SOURCE is due for
discharge from service in one month.

Y2I, SOURCK’S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "I was on standby duty in GCA

on the night of 11 Jannary 1956 when Sgt Compean called my attention to an
| @bject hovering off the approach end of runway 06 at approximately 1840 EST

' (9923402). ss he told us to keep an oye om-it he called Paperdoll (754th |
MGii Sq, Port Anstin, Michigan). I picked up the binoculars and continned to
watehthe object. Im appearance ft was a reddish-orangs ball similar to a jet

aircraft flying directly away from ms.. The object wasn't perfectly rouni¢- I

bekteee. 6¢ ee Se ee ee ve £% wk eppreminately the sien of a

did grow dim an if it wap going in a straight Line-« from me. Paperdell -
sent Tip-Toe-Zasy (Wurtsmith based F-89, aireraft #465) dam for a look. Tip-
Toe-Easy came ower on tower frequency and we told him the object was below him

and te his left. He then reported a temporary radar lack-on, A few moments

: get and would come in to lami. He touched

at 1910 EST (1200102). We later called the pilot in the alert hanger; he

ery |

i : i 5 E f E

0) clock from his position,
ect suddenly elimbed in a 40° degree angle te his position

and the Radar Observerlost it. Ot eeal® gctamate tha Chibet's altitude to be
6500 ami 7000 feet. At one time I had both Tip-Toe-Sasyandi the object

im sight, so they could not have been one andi the same, I comparedthe object
with a nearby star at the time and it scemedmuch duller thanthe star, The

ebject looked more like a dim fire and when it began climbingI knew it was

goingtoo fast to be a star," :

|
a7 - y

.

o. @

}

i
;

i

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANINGOF THEEEarleINAGE AC T, 50 1S c—
3: AND 22, AS AMENOED. iTS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERASON| PROHIG | ) SY LAY
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OFHER THAN UNITED STATES AiR FORCE AGENCIEES, EXCEPT SY PERMISSION OF THE DRECTOR oF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, .
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AF FORM 112 -UBELASSIFIED 5, Re ae 6"an
APPROVEDI JUNE 198° Kemal dai EY Ba ya po / / & banl |
COUNTRY St aha Rare: SOsURC ESI CRATE TAS ,

{AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
! SUBJECT pam

FROM (lyency)

Oscoda, Michigan (GJGQ 3827) | pragne 3-6, 46024 AISS
AREA REPORTED ON

DATE OF REPORT DATE OF INFORMATION EVAUUATIONC@UUREO ECs cern) Ue aesane

17 Jemary 1956 12 January 1956 | Ny gD ee
f PREPARED BY (Officer) | souRcE ji

: PAUL J. FINAZZO, 1/Lt., USAF S/SGT PAUL D. PORTER and Others sis
| "REFERENCES (Control number, directive, prerious report, etc., as applicable)

_ |. TT # D/DT 245, Commander, 30thAD 5 j
; Fi SUMMARY: (Enter concise summury of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin tert of report on AF Form 112—Part II.)

i, CONTENTS :

PART ONE: Description of Sighting by 3/Sgt Paul D. Porter.

PART TWO: Description of Radar-contact by 2/Lt William H. Freeland.

PART THREE: Description of Sighting by A/3C Kenneth J. Seger.

PART FOUR: Supplementary Investigative Efforts.

PART FIVE: Gumments of Preparing Officer.

II. SUMMARY: investigation concluded. Investigating Officer unable to | Pat
pbs Gbternine cause of sighting.

_. TIE. -DIVESTIGATOR: 1/LT PAUL J. FIWAZZO 40 3019508

PBaony CUSFECT @ AREA CODES SS S [) SES

6037 V
: Officer in Charge

~—-, ys

'fID =

ae
\~<n}

: tay :

7" ii APPROVED:
| oD

q é

n..

4 JOHN M WHITE JR

- Colonel, USAF

Bone : Commander *.
Seances ato i:

Ahy
~
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D/I, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 30th ADiv; Comdr, 602d AISS; OIC, Flt 3-C, h602¢ aIss

Ja9b6057?
a we

NOTE: THIS C ENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50U.S.C—
31 AND 5 AMENDED. |75 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PEP SON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

IT MA PRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT SY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELL cE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) 14545589 2
_UNCLASSIF-/ED_ /
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AF FORM 112—PART I] . VMCEASSIFIED_

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
Throw (asc) SSS REPORT NO. 3C—-UFOB=-1-56| Part Two rescc |

Flt 3-0, 46024 AISS | PAGE 3 OF 6 PACES
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I. SOURCE: William H. Freeland, 2/Lt., USAF

Occupation: Radar Observer (F-89 Aircraft)

Organization; 445th Fighter Interceptor Squadron

Wurtsmith Air Force Base

Oscoda, Michigan

Age: 21 years

Education: . 2 Years College

Qualificationas Redar Observer Training

II, RELIABILITY: SOURCE seemed quite sure of himself in his ability
as a Radar Observer. He stated that before this incident occurred he always

believed that UFOBs were only called in by %pranksters". SOURCE is married

and plans to make the Air Force his career. ; ;

III. SOURGE'S DESCRIPTION OF RADAR CONTACT: "Upon returning from a

scramble we were told by Paperdoll that the Wurtsmith tower had an unidentified

object in sight. We contacted the tower and they told us the object was

heading approximately 240° degrees. We rolled out on a heading of 230° degrees
and the tower informed us that they had us in sight and the object was to our
igtt ami slightly. lower. We leveled off at 7000 feet and I obtained a contact
5 degrees starboard, leveland 11 miles in range. A lock-on was obtained and
we had approximately a.50 knot over-take speed, time was approximately 1850

_ ES? (112350¢).. We flew-fer. abeat- two minutes: and then the target started ta
. gain altitudeas indicated by the elevationdot om the radar scope indieater,

We started a climbat 450 knots TAS but were unable to keep the target within

the elevation limits of the radar. The target wae climbing much faster than
we were. The automatic gain control cut out at this time which led me to

beliewe thatI no longer had a lock-on. I immediatelywent to hand control

but. could not make contact. We than returned to the field and landed at

approximately 1910. EST (1200102) Aa Bs

WOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U.S.c—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. TS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES,.EXCEPT DY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENGE, USAF. i y
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AF FORM 112—PART Il MUMELASSLELED_
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1943

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (.tyency) REPORT NO 3C ~UFOB=1-56 Part Three

Flt 3-C, 46024 AIS | ee

I. SOURCE: Kenneth James Seger, A/3C, USAF

Occupation: Control Tower Operator

Wurtamith Air Force Base

Oscoda, Michigan .

Age: 19 Years

Education: High School Graduate |

Qualifications: Tech School — 14 weeks
(Control Tower) .

HI, RELIABILITY: SOURCE didn't seem too certain of himself, Tried to
make his statements coincide with those of Sgt. Porter.

ne III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "On the evening-of 12 January
- 1956, at 1840 EST, the personnel in the Control Tower, S/Sgt Porter, G/eg

Compeau and myself spotted an object off the approach end of runway 06a

about 7000 feet. The object looked like an aircraft that had just pote ae

PAGES

‘and we were looking at it from the rear. We observed it through the binoculars

and it didn't seem to move. We called Paperdoll to see if they had an aircraft

pnder their control and they stated that Tip-Toe-Easy was returning from a
B=47 intercept. A few minuteslater Tip-Toe~Easy called us and asked if we

still had the object in sight. We saidve did. We then had the object and

ee re een eee ce we Culent Coe nis
present position. He then began approachingthe cbjsct.. He said he had «a
‘Spee eee hak Sak om vere pee eee ce Pate? 15 pesdtion ex 12
miles ahead but then said he hed Jost the object:due to its-rapid climb, I
ony. Ee neon eee sl rapidlyand then disappear, We later talked to
the pilotand he statedno other facts. We had lost sight of the objeet

approximatelythe same time Tip~Toe-Kasy lost radar contact and didn't observe
‘it after that." uae Pa : ae

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,
33 AND 3%. AS AMENDED, iTS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIB!

"it MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORGE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

UNCLASS/(FIEQD

SU S.C~-

TED BY LAW.
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AF FORM 112—PART i ~UMCEASSIFLED—

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. 30 UF OB=$1=56 Part Four

Flt 3-C, 46024 AISS : PAGE 5 OF 6 PAGES

SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

_ le A check with the Wurtamith Weather Station revealed no significint
meteorological data which could be related to the UBOB sighting.

2. Lt Finasze contacted the 754th ACSW Squadron at Port Austin,

Michigan who investigated the possibility of other aircraft being in the
Oscoda area during the UFOB sighting. No aircraftwere known to be in the

area.

Fs 3. Contact was later made with Dr. Everett R. Phelps, Professor of

Physics ani Astromomy at Wayne University in Detroit, Michigan. Dr. Phelps

stated that the planet Venus was in one of its brighter stages during the
time of the UFOB observation. He also stated that the position of Venus
during the UFOB sighting was 30° degrees above the horizon in the south-
ee ee ee:

4. -The ‘pilot of the F-89 aircraft, 1/Lt elec could not be
contacted during the course of the investigation due to his participation

in a cross country flight. S/Sgt. Compeau was on pass and could not be
_ Feached either.

NOTE: THIS COCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, SU S.C.—

3) AND 32, ASAMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON JS PROHISITED SY LAWy

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCEDIN. WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTORO

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

_ VACLASSIETED

(CLASSIFICATION) 16—S55TO-1 TXB. «8. COUTRMMENT PRINTING crrice



AF FORM 112—PART I! ——ERTRETION

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. 30 UF OB—1~56 Part Five

Flt 3-C, 4602d AISS PAGE 6 OF 6 PAGES

COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

1. It is the opinion of the Preparing Officer that although the planet
Venus was locatedin the same area of sky as the UFOB on the night of the

observation, there can be no correlation between the two because of the

following reasons: :

ae Sgt, Porter compared the UFOB to a nearby star (which could have
been Venus) and stated that the UFOB was not as bright as the star.

bo Sgt, Porter also stated the color as being reddish-orange; the

colors normally associated with stars are white, blue and yellow.

1 c. A radar-equipped F-89 aircraft cannot make radar contact with ~ H
Venus or any a colestial body when flying straight and level at 7000 feet. 3

ao the UFOB made a steep angle climb which was observed both sSeaireecree
‘from the tower and with, the F-39 seat indicator. a a

ee 7 * PAUL J ‘nee a
: ie ES ’ e : 1 Lites |

re ah

COMMENTS of Approving Offiser: ay i it aes

1. A comibabenieiedlSat ysis of weather conditions existing in the Wortendth
AFB area at the time of the sighting revealed the presence ofa strong, noving ~
tropopause (temperature irversion), the top of which was at an altitude of 1,500
feet. The abeve mentioned metearological phenemenon creates a bending of radar

waves (anomalous propagation} toward the earth's surface and thus a groud target

can.appear to be in = oaks A radar lock-on: ean be made on a ground tame’ in

this situation. . 3er
=, ;

-

2. Astronomical bodies vieved from the ground through this temperature. :
inversion would appear te be distorted and coms appear to move, bounce, and/or
take on various colers of the specpica

3. After. Centimeter of the statements. of the SOURCES, the location of
‘the planet Verms, and the existdnce of a pronounced inversion, ‘it is the opinion
of this headquarters that the sighting was prebebly caused by an electronic ane
optical reflection due te eereoreiomest conditions. :

eee i
~

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL OEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50US. C_—
ah AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZEDiFERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
~ WAY MOT 3E REPRODUCED iN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF |

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

— ay
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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

: ; Q Was Balloon

16 January 1956 Wurtsmith AFB, Michigan O Probably Balloon
ee O Possibly Balleon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

[eyo] PEAR GNoceg Xf Ground-Vi sual 0 Ground-Radar a prabaues Airciatk

GMT 17/0108Z to 0 Air Visual D Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft

5. PHOTOS f - SOURCE O Was Astronomical
O Yes a] Probably peereracet
XE No Mi lita#y O Possibly Astronomica

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE fa Jo YS ean ci sli en eS
P ®X Insufficient Data for Evaluation

QO Unknown

4 minutes one unknown sees

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Round oblong shape color milky-white Possible balloon sighting.

then dull green then bright red. No Disappearance by fading tends to

trail - no exhaust. Moved up and to rule out refraction of setting «

the right then faded, Initial observa-| astro body since this type of
tion at 05 dgr elevation 250 dgr phenomena disappears with more
azimuth, . sudden rising. Insufficient data

for evaluation.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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259 DEGREESe 12-6 SAME AS NOe 1i- 135. TRACK AND MANE UVERABILITY-UP

Fann TO THE RIGHT. 14. MANNER OF DISAPPERANCE-FADE. 152 LIGHT AT TIME

“oF SIGHT-DARK, MOON AT 1/2 DEGREES AT 35 DEGREES ELEVATIONe 125+ METHOD OF

@ OBSERVANCE -VISUAL. 17. OPTICAL ADSBINOUCAULARSe 16.6 AIRBOURNE SIGHTING-
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