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1. DATE ; 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

i Aes 0 Was Bolloon

_ 22 Feb 1956 Hampton Sydney, Virginia O Probably Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION A Q Possibly Balloon
BA: os Q Was Aircraft
Local ' KRround- Vi sual 0 Ground-Radar Q Probably Aircraft
GMT 22/06152Z O Air Visual . O Air-Intercept, Radar ss ak air aae

‘.. [PHOTOS é. SOURCE bs Wie Meeesantads ih ab
GOYes ; @X Probably Astronomical

; XENo |Civilian QO Passibly Astronomical

*} 7. LENGTHOF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D , Other____ ov:
: : = O Insufficient Data for Evalustion

O Unknown

45 minutes two

). BRIEF SUMMARYOF SIGHTING

Round object silver dollar at arms

length color flashing from red to

green so blue and sometime brilliant

’ lwhite. One object first appeared then
d€aded as this happened the 2nd obj

‘appearedbut off to the right, smoke

geen coming from side of obj. First

observed about 3 ft above tree tops.

Object seen by siz students of Hampto

Sydney College.One who had s udies
astronomy says it was not a shooti

ng

star.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP $2)

SW

11. COMMENTS

Astro sighting of Sirius and

Procyon (see case file).
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RPT IS SUB UNFOB.

C1) Ae ROUND

Be SILVER DOLLAR

Ce FLASHING COLOR-CHANGING FROM RED TO GREEN TO BLUE AND i

SOMETIMES BRILLIANT WHITE age

D, ONE AT FIRST THEN SECOND ON APPEARED AFTER THE FIRST ONE FADED es

OFFTO THE RIGHT SIDE

E. NEGATIVE ry : “2

_.. F, NEGATIVE
o %
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; PAGE TWO RJEPNL 16 ae

4 G. SMOKE COMING FROM RIGHT SIDE

| | H. NEGATIVE
I. NEGATIVE ae

{ (2) Ay WALKING CAUGHT SIGHT OF IT OUT OF CORNOR OF EYE OBJECT BOBBING

q UP AND DOWN. SAW SMOKE LINE AT SAME TIMEs Bi

Be @ DEG SOUTHWEST yt a

‘ C, 3 FEET ABOVE TREE TOPS i
4 D. VIBRATING FLYING IN ONE DIRECTION SOUTHWEST

q _ Ee DIMISHING FLYING OUT OF SIGHT

Vy. F, 45 MIN a
| | 3) Ay GROUND VISUAL

j B. TELESCOPE, BINOCULARS, COMPASS

i C. N/A
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Be NIGHT ALMOST HALF MOON ~

(5) HAMPTON-SYDNY VA GJ MH3214

(6) SQMMMRNNs «AGE 2) STUDENT HAMPTON SYDNY COLLEGES
E
A
T
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eMcz 1s, same As ABovE

ea 8c 19, SAME AS ABOVE

i:

E

a
i PAGE THREE RJEPNL 1¢

—— BABAINnce 1s sane as asove

eA pit AGE 19, SAME AS ABOVE (

aggce 15, ‘SAME AS ABOVE.

ACE. 23, SAME As. ABOVE,‘STUDENT HAS STUDIED ASTRONMY
AS WAS SURE IT WASNT A SHOOTING STAR. << a

Be N/A

(7) As WIND VERY LIGHT ALMOST CALM, VERY CLEAR

B, SFC NNW 12, @@@, 333 DEG, 25 KTS, 00%, 325DEG, 35, 1q599 ,

WBDEG 48, 20998 299DEG 55, 30090 2% MWDEG, 3999 2MDEG S55KTS,

82999 WODEG 4,

C. CLEAR | |

D. UNLIMITED

E. NEGATIVE

Fe N/A

(3) NEGATIVE

€9) N/A

(4%) NEGATIVE

(11) S/SGT GORDON RUCKER AF21982%1, RICHMOND GOC RICHMOND VA
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se AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
SUBJECT

UFOB
AREA REPORTED ON

HAMPTON-SYDNEY, VA.
DATE OF REPORT “DATE OFINFORMATION

29 February 1956 22 February
PREPARED BY ( Officer)

REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previous 
report, etc., as applicadle) rT mG

FROM (Agency)

Plight3-H, 46024 aTSs
EVALUATION

1956
SOURCE

FU a 771ST ACWRON CAPE CHARLES AP STA
VA dated 22/1015Z Feb 56; FONCON betweenLi. Borrier and & eRudder igs Ops Control,SUMMARY: (Enter EI of report: Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List incloewres at lower left. Begin grt Uae seal)

Ie CONTENTS:

PART ONE: Description of sighting by Mr

Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia
(GeoRef GJMH 3214),

PART TWO: Description of sighting by other students of Hampton-
Sydney College in the company of Mr. qua. -

PAR? THREE: Supplementary Investigative Efforts

PART FOUR: Comments of Preparing Officer

IIe SUMMARY: An unidentified flying object was reperted to the Richmond GOC
Filter Center by the above mentioned individuals shortly after its sighting at 22/
06152 Feb 56, then the information was relayed to the 771st AC&W SQ, Cape Charles ,Vae,
for submission of the preliminary report. The sighting was made at Hampton-Sydney, Va
» (GeoRef GJMH $214), The following report is the result of a personal interview with
the individuals having made the sighting and. other agencies in the vicinity whose” bie Se
assistance was sought in determining: the probable cause of the phenomenon. =

II. INVESTIGATOR:1/Lt Charles L, Berrier, AO 3019814. ae

| Leeney Ses ‘ Nees Coss "FOR AND 1N THE ABSENCE - Zz
| ZO a/sé fa OFTHE OG © “J6RW D. TAYIOR, SR.

603.2 . Yo “Officer in Charge

APPROVED:

RALPH P, SLATER
SO wes (See individual parts) Lt. Col., USAF

Deputy Commander

OISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

/L, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 85th ADiv; Comdr, 602d AISS; OIC, Flt 3-H, 602d AISS

2419312
iS DOCL MENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL OEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S.C.—

31 AND 32 AS AMENDED ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

War NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

: “

lat ta

CLASSIFICATION) ve U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1950--O-9)8931
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APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. SH WUFOB-1-55
Part One

Fl ight si, 4602d AISS PAGE 2 OF 13 PAGES

T. source: sir. CAS
Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia

(GeoRef GJMH 3914).

Age: 20

Occupation: Student

Qualifications: 20 /20 vision, uncorrected. Amateur astronomer,

II. RELIABILITY: Good. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III. SOURCB'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that on 22 Feb 56 (06152)
from the campus of Hampton-Sydney College, he had observed an unusual object in the

aky which was red, green, flickering and seemed to be moving in the direction of SW,

SOURCE's first eee was that the object in question was a star, however in vie

of its unusual “color-changing” characteristics SOURCE discounted this identity.

According to SOURCE, object was first seen at approximately 300 with the horizon and
gradually this angle seemed to decrease.

On observing the object through a 60-power portable telescope, SOURCE be-

lieved that it was a little larger than a regular star, however the size gradually

diminighed in his opinion. SOURCE stated that the object was not a “shooting star",

but that its movement had been very slow and Sobipdee:

SOURCE would not say that there had either been amoks or an exhaust asso~-
ciated with the object, however object created the impression of having been ozeeeme

ly wlerd, out of the ordinary and definitely unlike any present day eireraft"TM.. Ag }
to the assumption in the latter: statement that thie object too was an: aircraft, : age
SOURCE would not commit panaee re the: extent: of identifying it pa bit hak Sanaan:

aircraft. - pore? Fee Nae (Seats ata : a tise Ma ee

SOURCE further stated that there parceted to be a bcient yes
object behind the etal ee ie but zea it had Ree been visible: all the time,

aes “phage 3

The condition of the re at ‘the time Sad place of the sishting was olear=
with unlimited visibility.

No photographs were taken of the UFOB.

After viewing the object for approximately 45 minutes, SOURCE finally
loat sight of it.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U s.C.—

3} AND 32, ASAMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR. FORGE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
NTELLIGENCE, USAF.

aa

(CLASSIFICATION) 15—45570-1 «= s«. 8, GOVERNUENT PHIRTING orIEE !
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) | revortNO. 3H=UFO8-1-58 | Pars two

Plight 3-H, 4602d AISS . |
PAGE 3 OF 13 PAGES

I. SOURCE: Mr

Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sidney, Virginia

(GeoRef CJMH 3914).

Ages 18

Occupations Student

Qualifications: 20/20 vision.

II. RELIABILITY: Good. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE had been told about an unusual

object in the sky by friends and upon looking in a southwesterly direction where

they were viewing it, SOURCE spotted a solid object which seemed to be changing

colors from red to blue to yellow. The time was 22/06152 and the object was approx-
imately 30° from the horizon.

SOURCE viewed the object for approximately 20 minutes during which time

he felt it had changed inesize from the size of a half-dollar until it diminished to

the size of a pinpoint.

SOURCE stated that he had-seen no exhaust oc¥ping from the object. .Objeot
seemedat times tovibrate and at all times appeared to Hate an extreme brightness,
other times would appear bs flicker pete

SOURCE elaneed. at the ob ject through xe tol casane (sae apparatus as
mentioned in PartI) and from ¢eeing the object disappear suddenly through the tele~

scope lens, SOURCE soncluded that object mst have been moving at anextrenely bigh -

rate: of speed. (See Part:Ty) Gbject. appeared. te: nove Up and down at times, x

‘ - SOURCE did mot Pemsaber Hivtng ase. Srotrusicne on the surface of nee
object. ‘There was no Seung associated with the UFOB,

SOURCE could age remember having heard any sound of airereft in the area
at any time during the at gritos wgeas SPARSGhat

SOURCE viewed chieet Por |a peried of 1 hour and 15 minutes,

1M THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S C.—
* THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH

Bp 31 AND 32,AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 5 i lh a LE
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, 3Y OTHER THAN UNITED STATES. a FOR AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION 0:

jNTELLIGENCE, USAF.

i
#

(CLASSIFICATION) 16—-55570-1 «-X_s«éU.: 8. SOVEREEENT PRODTiNG erie
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in 7 AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT é
FROM (-lgency) REPORT NO. SHeUFOBe1<56 Bone lies

Flight, 5-H, 4602d AISS

T. SOURCE: rg
Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sidney, Virginia

(GeoRef GJMH 3914).

pace | ® oF 13 PAGES

Ace: 184

Occupation: Student

Qualifications: None.

II. RELIABILITY: Fair. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III. SOURCES DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: At 22/0545Z Feb 56 SOURCB'S attention
was called to an object in the sky in the direction of southwest at an angle of

approximately 30° with the horizon. SOURCE noticed that the object which appeared to

be the size of a 25¢ piece (held at arms length) and moved to and from him, and

occasionally to the right, had a flickering sensation about it. SOURCE stated that

the object continued to flicksr, however, no sound came from it. It appeared to emit

smoke and/or fumes. SOURCE didn’t notice any color change on the part of the object
nor did he observe it through the telescope which was used by the other observers.

Object appeared to diminish in size to a pinpoint, then disappeared completely and

finally came back the size of a pinpoint. SOURCE felt that the object could not have

come from earth and definitely was an "interplantary space ship.” Object appeared

also to rotate and maintain high speed. SOURCE viewed the object for one hour and

thirty minutes...

a

{

poc T e T WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S, C.—
: MENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES

winh? LK os AMENOED. 11S TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PEnee. ss ol ed Bt
it MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AiR: FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION O

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) * 19¢—68570-1 YD. 8. eoveRneenT PReNTins eprres:
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AS:FORM 112—PART II (3%
APPROVED1 JUNE 1948 er race ard

z AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (.dgency) REPORT NO. SH eV FOB-1—56

Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS | Part me 1%
| PAGE OF PAGES .

I. SOURCE: sqpuOUievnaaiilll
cee nee -

Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia

(GeoRef GJMH 3914).

Age: 20

Occupation: Student

Qualifications: Good vision.

II, RELIABILITY: Very good, SOURCE was contacted personally.

TII. SOURCE'S DESCREPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE'S attention was draw to the sky

in the southwest by a friend who had seen the unusual object there. The time was

22/06102 Feb 56. To SOURCE, the light of the object was almost as bright as Venus
and a color change was visible. The object appeared to change directionand it

moved away from observer and grew dinmer. SOURCE mentioned that at first the objeot

had appeared to the naked eye about the size of a hatpin. Through the telescope

SOURCE stated that the object appeared as a blur of colored light. There was neither

sound nor smoke and exhaust associated with the UFOB. The light appeared to shift

slightly to the west. SOURCES first impression of the object which was approximately

12° with the horizon when he first viewed it, was that it was Venus, however he later

learned that Venus wasn't out at the time. SOURCE observed the angle which the light
made with the A Sas ereeite decreased as- ee thé\light or the etar were setting.

SOURCE. Was certain clet the eheceanee was neither a comet nor a falling
star. The licht was viewed for approximately30 minutesby SOURCE.

ie Esee J

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED S7.ATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.—

31 AND 22, ASAMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

iT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) 16—83570-1 YU. 8, COvERRBENTPReTIES erneE
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (Agency) 

TNO aT. RE

: cy REPORT NO. SH-UPFOB 1-56 tia

q Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS Oe eer et

‘I. SOURCE: Mr aL ol

eh Address: Hampton-Sydney, College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia

Ages 18

Occupation: Student

Education: 1 yr College

‘ff Qualifications: Good vision,

II. RELIABILITY; Fair, SOURCE was contacted personally.

III, SOURCE*S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that he was walking

across the college campus at 22/0600Z Feb 56, when he looked up in the sky and saw
in the southwest an object which appeared to be vibrating and emitting smoke. The

object was approximately 25° with the horizon.

SOURCS related that upon viewing the object through a telesdope, (same
instrument mentioned in Part I) it appeared to be moving in a circular manner * shoot.

neoff" different eclcred ‘lights.
o

SOURCE believed the object wasobck lating and traveling at a fantastic
speed. There seemed to be a thin streakof smoke trailing the chject. SOURCE also

3 felt that he had seen another object oe and ore the first. The two objects

3 were a great distance.

4 Object was: “cirelingTM. The acrestion of ‘the UPOB. eontinued: to be SW une: - oe ee
: til it began to diminish in size and seem to fade awaye “ ake :1S |

SOURCE observed. the object far Coorostie teis 45-ninates. |

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
3! AND 32. ASAMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS !N ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHOR!ZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

i IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

? INTELLIGENCE, ‘JSAF.

p 
4

(CLASSIFICATION) Wnt wet 16—45570-) YY V. 8. COVERRSENT pRenTiNeG errres }



. 1) th a ; ai ‘ . ’ ¥ pec: Si fe he : é ig

AF FORM 112—PART I ; pedBocceie ig dd iy
(CLASSIFICATION)

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 )

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION. REPORT
FROM (.dgency) REPORT NO,

3H-UFOB-1-56
gnt 3-H, 46C2d AISS

B'sS Memory Sketch of Appearance. of UFOB:

Clear SKY

(Probably

Procyon)

RREA

PICTURED IN: Box /S OBJECT AS SEEW

THROWSff 60-FPOWER TELESCOPE

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U S.C —
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO ANUNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,

1T MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER TAS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF. 2 “

(CLASSIFICATION) 16—85570-1 YU. 3, SOVERNWENT PreRTiNe oFpreE
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(CLASSIFICATION)

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
* | revortno, GH-UFOB=-1=56

Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS Part Three
" PAGE 8 oF. 13 PAGES

FROM (Agency)

SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS;

1. A check was made with the U.S. Weather Bureau at Byrd Pield, Richmond, Va.

to determine whether they would be able to confirm the sighting. However winds aloft

at the time of the sighting were such as to have prevented any weather balloons

launched at Byrd Field (GeoRef GJNJ3232) from drifting into the vicinity of Hampton-
Sydney, Va. The following winds aloft data current at the time of the UFOB sighting

was released:

ALTITUDE: DIRECTION: WIND VELOCITY:
Fe . 5 B000 0 510° ey) 84 K

10,000 310° 32°K
16,000 800° Pe, 43 X
20,000 300° ay fee 59 K

* $0,000 290° 52 K

50,000 2709 38 K
80 ,000 60° 6K

2. A check with the GOC Filter Center, Richmond, Virginia revealed that this
“agency had relayed the preliminary information on the sighting to the 771lst AC&W Sq,

Cape Charles, Va. Wo other reports on the object than the original report from obe

seryers at Hampton-Sydney College had been received. Wo reports from another geo=
eraphioal bccscty see had. come he to confirm the sighting.

~ Se The 647th. acer Shandon, Manassas, Virginia, was called by telephone for any

a UFOB near mye teepaidner tie paste lati ow was unable to offer any. exidence to
- Support the sie ee iay%

ae the TTiet ACA" Sq, Cape Charles, |Yas. (Geoler GIQH 0201), Likewise was eins
tacted for confirmtion on the UFOS, however no udditional information or reports ~

had been received ty the 771st after the information on the original sighting had
. been relayed” to them via the coc Filter Center in Richmond, Va. (GeoRef (GINH-3232),

eg Efforts to Sock: more: inform tiox Shores! ‘slightly more fruitful when the
649th AC&W Sq, Bedford, Ya. (GeoRef GJLH 2820) released the following radar date

: recorded at the Hs igh ee time of ie sightings
yotee

Radar Plot "Bathbox" » 22 Feb 56

‘Prack $ OB25.60.(1) One aircraft or object; estimted speed 180 mots; altitude-

ie INITIAL PLOT:
s

a. 06112/GJMH4025 ge 06252/GUMG 0052
b. 06142/GJMH3517 h. 06272/GJLG 5349
ec. 06162/GUMH2815 i. 0630Z/GJLG 4140
d. 0619Z/GJMH1509 je 06342/6JLG 2932
e. 06212/GJMHO80S ke 0637Z/ LOST CONTACT
f. 06232/GJMGO359

The CAA tower at Byrd Field, Richmond, Va. was queried for possible info-
rmation on the object which may have been received from pilots flying in the vicinity
reporting the appearance and ¢characteristics of an unidentified flying object. Neva-

tive results,

if ROTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S, C.—
31 AND 22,ASAMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

' INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) 16-—-64570-1 YU. 3. COVER WMENT PREGTING opETEE



AF FORM 112—PART Il ; (CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. OHeUFOR=1=56

Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS
Part Three

pace 9 wr OF 13

7. A check with Air Traffic Control Center at Washington National Airport
(GeoRef GJNJ 6856) for information which might serve to confirm the sighting yielded

negative results.

8. A call was placed to the US Naval Observatory in Washington,DC (GeoHef

GJNJ 5856). Mr. J. L. Gossner, of the observatory's Equatorial Division, made some

interesting comments with respect to the two stars Sirius and Procyon. Sirius is

frequently seen to sparkle almost asa diamond in the colors, red, blue and green

when viewed at an angle of 10° to 20° with the horizon. This phenomena has been

observed for many years by astronomers and oftentimes has been the source of alarm

. and puzzlement to uninformed persons viewing it for the first time. The color
scintillation of Sirius, according to Mr. Gossner, is due to turbulent eddies in the

‘atmosphere which act as prismatic atructures in separating the lirht rays into colorg

of the spectrum, For example, a ray of blue light will reach the retina of the

observer followed a fraction of a second later by a ray of red light, which will per

‘gist only for a second but sufficiently to register the image of red. Any of the

rays may be cut off momentarily creating the effect of the light flashing or flicker

ing. Separated as such with each ray traveling along a different path through the
atmosphere the speotra will reach the observer's retina in distinct colors and suc-
‘cessively, so as to create the phenomena of flashing colors of light originating
‘from one given source.

This dispersion and refraction of light created by the turbulent eddies

jn the lower atmosphere is likewise responsible for the brilliant flashing of red,

' blue and white light seen Shen viewing Prooyom at an angle of 30° or less,

4 9, . Dr.. Edward ER. Dyer, Professor of Astronomy at the University of Virginia,
_. Charlotteaville, Virginia (GeoRef GUMJ 2030), stated that both Sirius and Procyon

4 - could have teen:seen in the SW atthe time of the reported sighting 22/06152 Feb 56.

. docording to. the professor's calculations, Sirius would have been 14° above the
. horizon at 22/6002 radiating « brilliance. of. sparkling red, green and blue Lightes.. f-

The lights probably would have: seemed to sparkle more than usual due to:m cool oute-:
_ ide temperatureand clear sky conditions. The day of 22 February had beem unusuelly;
‘warm creating considerable turbulence in: the lower atmosphere: during -the evening, “<)>

“Sirius set that eveningat 22/0711Z as seen from the Hampton-Sydney, Virginik
location. Above and to the right of Sirius approximately 26° ig the star Procyon
~which algo sparkles and when. telow 50° gives off brilliant flashes of: colored light.
|, The professor suggested that the’ezagzergied twinkling” associated with the two
| stars my also tothe unexperienced: observer taken on the appearance of a alight

oscillatory motion (See PartI and Part §%, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING, for
~ odbject*s apparent oscillatory motion)...|
fe _ When tald of the 60-power teleacope which the boys at Hampton-Sydney College
had used, it was theprofessor's opinion that the telescope undoubtedly had been out
of fooug a good part of the time, due to.improper calculation of the earth's rotation
creating undue excitement among the observers Viewing the probable distortions on the
-wnfocused lens, =
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10. A recontact with Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton, Virginia, revealed the

following information which might serve to confirm that the 22 February sighting ©

had been celestial in origin. Student Sad: *°< that two nights after
the original UFOB sighting at 25/0451Z he had observe object which appeared
over a telephone pole approximately 25° from the horizon. The direction of the
object was Si¥, The phenomenon observed was brilliant flashes of white, red, blue and

green light." It might be noted that Sirius would have been seen in approximately

this location at 25/0451Z Feb 56, which coincidently was the approximate position of

the original UFOB,
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UP AND DOWN... SAW SMOKE LINE AT SAME TIME.
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GROUND VISUAL
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E 20 STUDENT HAMPTON SYDNEY COLLEGE

7

18, SAMEAS ABOVE

| AGE 19, SAME AS ABOVE
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TT MSG ACG OFS B 0287 FM COMDR. 71ST ACWRON CAPE CHARLES AF STA VA

PAGE THRER 1G
GE 18 SAME AS ABOVE

AGE 19, SAME AS ABOVE

PAGE 19, SAME AS ABOVE

BECE 20; SAME AS ABOVE, STUDENT HAS STUDIED ASTRONMY
-ey SURE IT.WASNT A SHOOTING SPAR,

B/A

i. WIND VERY LIGHT ALMOST CALM, VERY CLEAR
B. SFCMHW 12,22, $0030 Di 25-K7S, 10000, 22508, 25, 16000
300DEG 40, 20000 290DEG 455 3000030000 280 7ODEG, 50000 270DEG 55KTS,
80000 100DEO. 4.

C..’ CLEAR

D. UNLIMITED

3. ‘NEGATIVE

a —— ;

KEGATIVE
Faia‘GORDON ADCKER araisoaic., RIGHMORD GOC RICHMOND VA

|
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COMMENTS of the Preparing Officer:

1. In the opinion of the Preparing Officer the phenomenon auneyvad on 22/0615Z
Feb 56 at Hampton-Sydney, Virginia was due to the brilliant color scintillation

arising from the celestial bodies, Sirius and Procyon when viewed below an angle of
30° with the horizon.

a. The fact is generally known among astronomers that the two stars men-

tioned each radiate a ‘sparfling array of bright-colored lights when viewed on a clear

night below an angle of 30 with the horizon.

oa as b. The persisting nature of the UFOB negates the chance of its having been

a balloon. This persistence and complete absence of sound further negate the chance

that it could have been an aircraft.

@. The coincidence of Sirius and Procyon having been in the approximate lo-

" gatdon ef the UFOB for the duration of the latter's fcgaee suggests misinterpreta-
Doc on the. pe of aoe observers.

* tae

He i}
ates

(4). at this point. it might be mentioned that if the observer had Ne
: », @Beeted to continually focus the portable telescope, within a very

es =|, jbpief. period of, time due.te the earth's rotation, the apparatus:
aoe: ee ee ie ee

:eens on the Lens. Sages the fantastic.

% ‘The> Sunline arn at the ebservers and the fact that none had ever. betbefore:

: : tsKsacofatod with ther ura.a me:
of the ineewete: were: either {11nsions of an bei tom observer. or poseihiy oirrus
" Gloude far in the distance.

“fe. The. pier girathe. joo Renee intervieved was unanimous. that the
pteeenimicibaaspads bed arisen fros-the color scintillation ef Sirius and tater”
ee Rie es aes

. es iF ° ge Fa

COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

Coneur with the opinion df.the Preparing Officer that this pecntinae was caused
a the stars Sirius and Procyen.
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