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1. DATE 2. LOCATION

22 Feb 1956
3. DATE-TIME GROUP

4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Hampton Sydney, Virginilia

ey PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

12. CONCLUSIONS

Waos Bolloon
Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

Was Aircraft
Probably Aircraft
Possibly Aircraft

Sirius & Procyon

0O Ground-Radar

O Air-intercept Radar

Local | AT REEN X Rround- Visual
GMT 22/0615%7 . | 0 _Air-‘{-iwul
o '8, PHOTOS T AP0 MG . iy s Ryl
O Yes nf
XNo 1Civilian

45 minutes two

). BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Round object silver dollar at arms
length color f£lashing from red to
green %0 blue and sometime brilliant

lwhite. One object first appeared then

._f--faded as this happened the 2nd obj

tappeared but off to the right, smoke
| seen coming from side of obj. First
observed about 3 ft above tree tops.

Object seen by siz students of Hampto

Sydney College. One who had s udies
astronomy says 1t was not a shooting

gstar.,

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP s2)

5. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

0O opoo 000

Was Astronomical

KA XProbably Astronomical
0 Possibly Astronomical

B O e e e i
0O Insufficient Data for Eveluation
0 Unknown

SW

11. COMMENTS

Astro sighting of Sirius and
Procyon (see case file).
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RPT IS SUB UNFOB.
(1) A. ROUND
Be SILVER DOLLAR _
Ce FLASHING COLOR-CHANGING FROM RED TO GREEN TO BLUE AND
SOMETIMES BRILLIANT WHITE

D, ONE AT FIRST THEN SECOND ON APPEARED AFTER THE FIRST ONE FADED
OFF TO THE RIGHT SIDE
E. NEGATIVE

.. Fo NEGATIVE
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PAGE TWO RJEPNL 1G

G. SMOXE COMING FROM RIGHT SIDE
He NEGATIVE
I. NEGATIVE
(2) A. WALKING CAUGHT SIGHT OF IT OUT OF CORNOR OF EYE OBJECT BOBBING
UP AND DOWN, SAW SMOKE LINE AT SAME TIME,
Be & DEG SOUTHWEST
C. 3 FEET ABOVE TREE TOPS
D. VIBRATING FLYING IN ONE DIRECTION SOUTHWEST
~ E. DIMISHING FLYING OUT OF SIGHT
Fo 45 MIN
(3) A. GROUND VISUAL
Bo TELESCOPE, BINOCULARS, COMPASS
Co N/A
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Be NIGHT ALMOST HALF MOON ‘
(5) HAMPTON-SYDNY VA GJ MH3214

() YERASs AGE 20 STUDENT HAMPTON SYDNY COLLEGE

wNR = 13, SAME AS ABOVE
o SNURURINS A GE 15, SAME AS ABOVE
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PAGE THREE RJEPNL 16 ‘ '
4NN GE 13 SAME AS ABOVE
‘ “AGE 15, SAME AS ABOVE t
“QERIBIIIRNRACE 15, SAME AS ABOVE R
xRN CE 25, sam: AS aaovs, srunzu‘r HAS STUDIED ASTRONMY =
AS WAS SURE IT WASNT A suoormc STARV: - TR e
B. N/A :
¢7) A, WIND VERY LIGHT ALMOST CALM, VERY CLEAR
B, SFC NNV 12, @@8, 33 DEG, 25 KTS, 9008, 325DEG, 35, 1399 e
3WPDEC 49, 2998 250DEG 55, 30099 2® MDEG, 3290 2MDEC 55KTS, ¢ |
22999 WIDEG 4. ;
C. CLEAR | _ : ‘
D, UNLIMITED sl
E. NEGATIVE ;
Fo N/A |

(8) NEGATIVE
(9) N/A
(% ) NEGATIVE

(11) S/SGT GORDON RUCKER AF21229 1, RICHMOND GOC RICHMOND VA




. BT
22/1%@Z FEB RJEPNL

' i ‘ X o .
i LU A p v
L h'l I.-E:.fq" - -" I L‘:'f
. i ."1
i #2310 5
:"E' a ~ e WY 8 e
‘!'II "".,h Ll;.-: . - "‘"* - ' "'.-‘f bl ' ; .. 3 - nr .
A - - ‘il " w .|.-|‘ - i # iran o P F o h " ]
., - o= sk PR 0T N s ak bl . |, - ; L
- . - Gy P Nethd 2 g : i “";‘L'i‘* L"‘:"'ﬁ o - o 1 .:‘].?rt- . L% : Sk Y
1 - a7 . y J ‘ " . (5 e ‘: ¥ v " :
‘_..--. o g - [ _#& .-q.' . ._.-_ i ,."‘ 'r.h i
. i A ' - !‘ 'I ". ’A"t:‘ i t‘ .r\‘ [ 1 “‘ - T';"“"::'" - -
- . -.1 n =% o L & ﬂ
..‘b : o W5 - - Nk =R bl R 2 ‘ﬁ‘ﬂﬁ.i - ,:.rl, £ 5. o8 '“.3“{;. 2 .ﬁb \.f ¥, , :':" ;V;:
MR R Ay ik 3@3’ o e 43S i e R AT e A F'?.*:'ig A LAT RV e ,,x.;.#‘.._,.
; S A ~ Yol ki Seriash o k]
: : ‘o -rﬂ.- ¥ -.'i:
K, & e N BT 9 o A

o 4-'. L e o ey g - by - o .

MYHBEA S2VMAEHR YCE :a‘-evut'valvsons_

pos—— —._"—-—--F-u-'-“--"ﬁw.q. -ld__.i___ - & - e 5 e gl g

TYKEA MHILLITM VCE IR CTYWE Ve VEOALR

EYCT IHKEE BAERUT IC

o
<t
&
<
0
.
G
O
-
f1)

FYBT CBTIEIEY YCE T2° cVN

[+]
e N
)
X
a’
&
-
i1 %1

KIL RIZBTE VGE In® ZVNW
Yy WL IOV 2ADWZ AY
(0) MITENTD EThEZ® ¥£Z S8 Sl INEML HYAJLICOW 2ADAAR COITE
() HYNRINU-CADAA AY C17 AHIST

r® pieHl YTWC2Il HYTE WCOi

! el . t ; "
; ™ | _§ - i - . e . Fy - &:"" ! r 2 i e T e L - B - .
v ] ) oy T 0 - o L '\f" h '5 b - B o) . .I 1 S . & g T P
- ?qw-w *--4 *;M#.—..‘:ﬁ-—- - L h-i*.. e g e ﬂ?;—--‘- - Jﬁ.‘M‘-H#‘ - - -‘-‘. . — by | b ™ - h - "*- PR — R — T . e — j |
- e @ - - —— - _—— - - " e - LR T — - — a - . - - -

- -

i: ™

-
L=




O s oG (e t : s / Fiod 44 I & ) i'tc/ '.- Y
KF FORM 112—PART | ——— e & e

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

ooney XYSS=UroB-)3-56
USA | SE=UFQB~1-56

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION RE

ot

UFOB

—-——“‘-— o - S_——— = - s

AREA RFPORTED ON

RAMPTON-SYDNEY, VA,

DATE OF REPORT

FROM (Agency)

_Flight 3-H. 46024 AISS

EVALUATION

"DATE OF INFCRMATION

29 February 1956 22 February 1966

PREPARED BY (Officer) SOURCE

JOHN D, TAYLOR, JR., Major, USAP _ W ,
REFERENCES ( Control number, directive, prerioud report, cic., ns applicadie) TT LISG FM CO1= 77IST AWON CAPB CH.ARL.ES AF STA

VA dated 22/1015Z Feb 563 FONCON between Lt. Barriar end 8 eRudd 3

SU-M MARY: (Enler concise summary of reporfs Give significance in final one-senience paragraph. List incloewres at lower Begin ‘ngp?‘é'b lf-‘ Eqi-_y

i

I. CONTENTS:

PART ONEs Description of sighting by Mr

Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia
(GeoRef GJMH 3214), i %

PART mp: Description of sighting by other studemts of Hampton=-

Sydney College in the company of Mr . JEESRERNENNNN.

PART THREE; Supplementary Investigative Bfforts

PART FOUR: Comments of Preparing O0ffiocer

l II. SUMMARY: An unidentified flying object was reperted to the Richmend GOC

| Fi lter Center by the above mentioned individuals shortly after its sighting at 22/
06152 Feb 66, them the informetion was relayed to the 771st ACEW SQ, Cape Charles Va.,
for submissiom of the preliminary report., The sighting was made at Hampton-Sydney, Va.
»(GeoRef GJMH 3214). The following report is the result of a personal interview with

| the individuals having made the sighting end other aganocies in the vicinity whose -
assistance was sought in determining the probable cause of the phemomenoa. == =~ -

I1I. INVESTIGATOR: 1/Lt Charles L. Berrier, A0 3019814 =

-
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| RAIPH P, SLATER
— 80  was (See individual parts) Lt. Col., USAF

Deputy Commander
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SISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

— — - = -

/T, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 85th ADiv; Comdr, L4024 AISS; 0OIC, F1t 3-H, L602d AISS

D£19312

S THIS DOCLUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. S0 U.S.C.—
JAND R AT AMENDED  ITS TRANSMISSION COR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRCHIBITED BY LAW.

Mar MO T BE AFPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT 8Y PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

TELLIGENCE. USAF.
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (.Agency) HEPORT NO. 3H__UFOB_1_56
Part One
.- Fl ith 3-#, 4602d AISS | PAGE 2 OF 13 PAGES
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Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia
(GeoRef GCJMH 3914),

Ages 20

Cccupation:t Student

—

Qualifications:s 20/§O vision, uncorrected. aAmateur astronomer,
II. RELIABILITY:s Good. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III, SOURCB'S DESCRIPTION OP SIGHTINGs SOURCE atated that on 22 Feb 56 (0615Z)
from the campus of Hampton-Sydney College, he had obssrved an unusual object in the
sky which was red, green, flickering and seemed to be moving in the direction of SW,
SOURCE's first impression wasg that the object in question was a star, however in vies
of its unusual "color-changing” characteristics SOURCE discounted this identity.
According to SOURCE, object was first seen at approximately 300 with the horizon and
eradually this argzle seemsd to decrease.

On ocbssrving the object through a 60-power portable telescope, SCURCE be-
lieved that it was a little larger than a regular star, however the size gradually
diminighed in his opinion. SOURCE stated that the object was not a "shooting star®,
but that its movament had been very slow and definite¢ | -

SOUHCB"qud notfsay'thatrthcre-had either been smoks or an exhauat LS80~

ciated with the objeet, however cbject created the impression of having been eztreme

1y wierd, out of the ordipmarv and definitely unlike any present day aireraft®,. i&s

to the assumption in the latter statement that thisz objesct too waes an aircraft, -

SOURCE would not commitihinaelf'to tho*extant of*identifyiﬁ_-ff dqfinitely*at an | ;

aircraft. i ¥ e o Aot :_;: _,_--=;‘----_'- I Y B0 ,;;‘-t_:g"n_.'“ T o AR kg R e _.,__._,x--_._,_,r-;.._ G H.ﬂw- _ 1
SOURCE further atated that there appsared to be a bright'coue-ahnped

object behind the originnl.UFOB but that it had not been vinibla all the time, -, .

- a ., . ’
J ."" L] g +n.
L. .T f v =I:" i

The oomndition of‘the sky'at the time nnd place of the sighting was clear
with unlimited wvisibilitye.

No photosraphs were taken of the UFOB, g

After viewing the object for approxim&tely 45 minutea, SOURCE finally
loat sight of it,.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 30 U 5.C.—

31 AND 32 AS AMEMDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
T MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE CR IN PART, 8Y CTHER THAN UNITED STATES AlIR. ruH'CE. AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
NTELLIGEM {1CE e L..‘anc 1

. &t

CLASSIFICATICN) 15—35470~1 I U. & COVERRNBENT PRIATING OUPICE !
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(CLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED | JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) RePORT N0, SH-UFOB-1-56 Part Two
Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS '

PAGE 3 OF 13 PAGES
PR A I N A

e

e P

I. SOURCE: Mr . sy

Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sidney, Virginila
(GeoRef CJMH 3514).

Ages 18
Occupations Student '
Qualifications: 20/20 vision.

II. RELIABILITY: Good. SCOURCE was contacted personally.

III., SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE had been told about an unusual
~object in the =ky by friends and upon looking in a southwesterly direction where
they were viewing it, SOURCE spotted a solid object which seemed to be changing
colors from rad to blus to yellow., The time was 22/0615Z and the objeect was approx-
1mat01y'50° from the horizon.

SCURCE viewed the object for approximately 30 minutes during whieh tiue
he felt it had changed insesize from the size of a half-dollar until it diminished to
the size of a pinpoint,

T —— T

- SOURCE ltuhd that he had seen no exhaust cd¥ning from the object. . Objeot
scemed at times to vibrate and at all times appsared to mdiate an extreme brlgbtneu,
other times would a.ppm ’cc flicker out.

A ——

- B o SOUHCB glmcod a.& tho objeot through tho toluoope (same upparntua aw

| mentioned in Part I) and £rom seeing the cbjeot disappesr suddenly through the tele-
gcope lens, SOURCE conclunded that objeoct must have been moving at an extremely higb.
rate ‘of spocd. | (Sae Part. I"E’) O‘bjeot tppuro& tu move up nm dm n'l'; tinl. N

SOURCB did no'l: rmmbor har:lng seen. prutruaic:m on the curfacu of tht
object. Therc was no aaund assoociated with the UFOB, _

_ . SOURCE could not remember hnving hurd any sound of nirenﬁ: in the nru
: at any time during the aighting, s | R S SR e ey S S

) SOUBCE 'rimd o‘bject for a peried of 1 hour and 15 minutes,

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPION;GE;:;T 50 LBlys.Li;
71 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRO reD

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES, M&FQQCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISS!CN OF THE DIRECTQR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

l
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FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. AH=UF(OBel=56

NOTE:

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Part Two
Flight’S-H, 4602d AISS 4

PAGE

OF 13 PAGES
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1. SOURCE:  lir ~eR

Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sidney, Virginila
(GeoRef GJHH 3914).

Are: 183
Occupations Student

Qualifications: None,
II, RELIABILITY: Falir. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III, SOURCES DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: At 22/0545Z Feb 56 SOURCB'S attention
was called to an object in the sky in the direction of southwest at an angle of
approximately 30° with the horizon, SOURCE noticed that the objeet which appeared to
be the size of a 25¢ piece (held at arms length) and moved to and from him, and
occasionally to the right, had a flickering sensation about it. SOURCE stated that
the object continued to flicksr, however, no sound came from it, It appearad to emit
smoke and/or fumes. SOURCE didn't notice any color change on the part of the object
nor did he observe it through the telescope which was used by the other observers,
Object appeared to diminish in size to a pinpoint, then disappeared completely and
finally came back the size of a pinpoint. SOURCE felt that the object could rot have
come from earth and definitely was an "interplantary space ship." Object appeared

aslso to rotate and meintain high speed., SCURCE viewed the object for one hour and

stk I;." % 9

{

DOC T 3 ) § WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, S0 U. S5, C.—
MENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES
T;;E;D ;'ZUAS AMENDED ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF IT5 CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROHIBITED BY LAW,

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT 3Y PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) '\ 16~—53570-1 1I¥ . 5. SOVERRETNY PRONTING SPvIeS
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FROM (.igency) REPORT NO. SH=UUFOB=1«56

. AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS L R §“° 13

: PAGE OF PAGES .
I. SOURCE: lirpuiSNEE

—— —— _— — e e — — L i i i —
SRL . e - -

Address: Hampton-Sydnesy College, Hamptone-Sydney, Virginia
(CeoRef GJMH 3914),

Age: 20
Occupation: Student

Qualifiicationss Good vision.

II, RELIABILITY: Very good, SOURCE was contacted pefson&lly.

II1I., SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE'S attention was drawn to the sky
in the southwest by a friend who had seen the unusual object there. The time was
22/0610Z Feb 56. To SOURCE, the light of the object was almost as bright as Venus
and a color chanze was visible. The object appeared to change direction and it
moved away from observer and grew dimmer. SOURCE mentioned that at first the objeot
had appeared to the naked eys about the size of a hatpin. Through the telescope

- SOURCE stated that the object appeared as a blur of colored light, There was neither

sound nor smoke and exhaust aszsscciated with the UFOB. The light appeared to shift
slightly to the west, SOURCES first impression of the object which was aporoximately,
12° with the horizon whem he first viewed it, was that it was Venus, however hs later
lgarned that Venus wasn't out at the time. SCURCI observed the angle which the light
made with the horison:gr&dually'deerealod as. if‘thdﬁﬂight or the atar'warq,aetting.

SOURC!'was oortain th-t.tha*phononnnonm'ts neither a comet nor a falling
atar, The light was viewed for approximately 30 minutes by SOURCE.

o L -
y A BN VR “:.&i - e

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. S0 U. 5. C.—

31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TQO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSCN IS PRCHIBITED BY LAW.
iT MAY NOT BE REPRCDUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEFT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) (A —AS5TO-1 TY U 5. COVERRBENT PRINTING SPVICE




-

i -

C— e g W |
— ¢ -

|
o
t .;.' E

s W om
AP FORM 112—PART e T (.
' APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 |

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

| RepORT N0, FH.UFOB~1-56
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FROM (Agency)

| Part Two
FliE‘ht 3-H, 4602d AISS PAGE 6 or 13 PAGES
k1 I. SOURCE: Mr .
| ;: Address: Hampton-Sydney, College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia

Age: 18
Occupation: Student

Education: 1 yr College

qQualifications: Good vision,

I, RELIABILITY; Falr, SOURCE was contacted personally.

III, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that he was walking
across the college campus at 22/0600Z FPeb 56, when he looked up in the sky and saw

in the southwest an object which appeared to be vibrating and emitting smoke. The
object was approximately 25° with the horizon.

SOURCE related that upon viewing the object throﬁgh a telesdope, (samo

instrument mentioned in Part 1) it appeared to be moving in a circular me.nner "shoot
1ng off" different eolcred lightn... . i

<

| | SGURCB'bolinve& tho—dbjcot'wtt nscillating and travuling at a fantastie
peed. -

There seemed to be a thin streak of smoke trailing the cbject. SOURCE also

3 felt that he had seen another objeet boh:lnd nndd:ovo the first. The two obJootc
were a great distance. apcr't %

Cbject was ° cirulingL, Tha diroetian of the UFOB. eoutinuod tcﬁbo Sﬂ'&nun '
til it began to dimin:[ah .'m sizo and geem to fudo my- ‘

L] -
4
J‘ "
J e
&
-

e SOURCE‘obuorvad the Object for appro:imatcly'45—-inntot°

l

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 30 U. S. C.—
31 AND 322, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSM!

| ANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS !N ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHOR!ZED PERSON IS PROH!BITED BY LAW.
_,,_ IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AlR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE. JSAF. .
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

l. A check was made with the U.,8. Weather Bureau at Byrd Field, Richmond, Va.
to determine whether they would be able to confirm the sighting. However winds aloft
at the time of the sighting were such as to have prevented any weather balloons
launched at Byrd Field (GeoRef GJNJSZSZ) from drifting 1nto the vicinity of Hampton=

 Sydney, Va. The following winds aloft data current at the time of the UFOB sighting
was released:

ALTITUDEs DIRECTION: | WIND VELOCITY:
3 i B5000 T 510° | j< o 34 K
10,000 310° ' 32K
i 16,000 300° Pl 8- ARy
; 20,000 300° 2o 39 K
' 80,000 290° 52 K
| 50,000 2709 38 K
80,000 60° 6 K

2. A check with the GOC Filter Center, Richmond, Virginia revealed that this
‘agenoy had relayed the preliminary information on the sighting to the 771st AC&W Sq, |
- Cape Chu'lcc, Va. XNo other reports on the object than the orizinal report from obe
seryers at Hampton-8Sydney College had been received. No repor‘ca from another geo-
s grrmphiul 1mtion had come in 'I:u confirm thﬂ nigh'ting.

U S SRR ﬂlt “T‘Il M ﬁq_wu, hmclt., Virginia, was called by telephone for any
Bl > information which they may have had which would of fer confirmation to the report of
-} & UFOB pear antmdydney.. '_1'1111_'__ msﬁtlhtion was unabla ta offer any. widonao tn

lmp or'k thd lighj:hg. R B
Y d A S L3 e ' *-l “ ') ’ o - _..- . -y L]
P o r*—n.—f:-.i.-.;',:;-“ ¥ *'f"*--nﬂ % S el
FRe

PRz s :..ﬂ.,',-*i'--' o .'-T. S el ) A . : 'E'-"‘: ey R
i‘b g “--l _F- -3 f-_ i-r. .

| . 'h" 'ﬂu 71'1.{: tm Sq, dem Charlu, Va.. (GtoHof GJQR 0201), likuwiu was aan-&'-_
.tacted for confirmation on the UFOB, however no wdditionxl information or reports

s had bun received Wy the 771st after the information on the original sighting had
. § . been nhyod to thcn v'la tho GOC ?111:01- Cﬂrter in Bichmond Va. (GocRof GJIE-S&&).

\ .*..,:5_,.-;5;‘ Bfforts 'l:o loek mort 1nformtion provod llightly more fruitful when the

649th ACAW Sq, Bedford, Va. (GeoRef GJLE 2820) released the following radar dats
1, reoarded at tho approxiuta 'I::!'mo of the sighting:

W F

" Radar Plot "Bathbox", zz Feb 56

!uek -] 0325....(1) Ono nircraft or object estimted speed 180 knots; altitude-

72000 feet. |
| mrm PLOT: |
a. 0611Z/GJMH4025 g. 06252/GJMG 0051 :
d. 06142/GJMH3517 he 06272/GJLG 5349 |
c. 0616Z/GJUE2815 i. 0630Z/GJLG 4140

d. 0819Z/GJMH1509 je 086342/6JLG 2932

e. 0621Z/GJMHOB0S k. 06372/ LOST CONTACT

f. 08232/CJMGO359

6., Ths CAA tower at Byrd Field, Richmond, Va. was gueried for possible info-
rmation on the object which may have been received from pilots flying in the vicinity

B reporting the appearance and (characteristics of an unidentified flying object. Nepa-
tive results,
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7+ A check with Air Traffic Control Center at Washington Natidnal Airport
(CeoRef GJNJ 5856) for information which might serve to confirm the sighting yielded
negative results.

8. A ocall was placed to the US Naval Observatory in Washington, DC (GeoRef
GJNJ 5856), Mr. Jo L. Gossner, of the observatory's Bquatorial Division, made scme
interesting comments with respect to the two stars Sirius and Procyon. Sirius is
frequently seen to sparkle almost as a diamond in the colors, red, blue and green
when viewed at an angle of 10° to 20° with the horizon. This phenomena has been
observed for many years by astronomers and oftentimes has been the source of alarm
and puzzlsment to uninformed persons viewing it for the first time. The color
seintillation of 8irius, according to Mr. Gossner, is dus to turbulent eddies in the
atmosphere which act as prismatic structurss in separating the lirht rays into colors
of the spectrum, For example, a ray of blue light will reach the retina of the
obgerver followed a fraction of a second later by a ray of red light, which will per
- +slet only for a second but sufficiently to register the image of red., Any of the
rays may be cut of{ momentarily creating the effect of the light flashinpg or flicker
ing. Separated as such with each ray traveling along a different path through the
_atmosphere the speoira will reach the observer's retina in distinct colors and suc-
cessively, so as to create the phenomena of flashing colors of light originating
‘from one given source. '

. | e e 3
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This dispersion and refraction of light created by the turbulent eddies |
in the lower atmosphere is likewlse responaible for the brilliant flashing of red, |
blue and white light seen “hen viewing Prooyom af an angle of 30° or less,

 a g.”.pr@;g&‘if#.RijﬁyqpijPru£Cssat af’&strnnony'at the University of Virginia,
'*Chsrlottalvilia,fVIrgiqig-[Gqugf;GJlJ“2050),_atated that hoth Sirius and Procyon

iz

c"ou],'d have been seen in the SW at the time of the reported sighting 22/66152 Feb 56 .
- -Aocording to»thhéﬁ;nfcsqor'g{qnlaulatidnl,fsiriui‘wnuld have heen 14° above the
~ ‘horizon at 22/08002 radiating & brillisnce of sparkling red, zresn and blue Lighte.. }
{ The lights probably would have seemed to> sparkle more thsr usual due to:e& cool oute: ¢
- 8ide temperature and clear sky conditions. The day of 21 February had beem unusueliyy
- warm ocreating congiderable turbulence in the lower atmosphere during-the evening,
| -3irius set that evening at: zz/bﬂ.-ltu.’ geen from the Hampton-Sydney, Virginij
“ location, Above and to the right of Sirius approximately 26° is the ster Procyon
- -which also sparkles and when below 30° gives off brilliant flashes of colored light.
- The professor suggested that the Zeragzersted twinkling™ asscciated with the twe
| stars my also to the umexperienced observer taken on the appearance of a alight
 .‘oscillatory motion (See Part I and Par% 3I; SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING, for
4, object's apparent oscillatory motion), . '
{4 . . Then told of the 60-power teleacope which the boys at Hampton-Sydney College
‘had used, it was the professor's opinion that the telescope undoubtedly had bYeen out
of fooug a good.part of the time, due to improper calculation of the earth's rotabion

_ creating wndue excitement among the observers viewing the probable distortions on the
e | -wnfocused lens, '
’ .' . '

—
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10« A recontact with Hampton=-Sydney Collepe, Hampton, Virginlia, revealed the
following information which might serve to confirm that the 22 February sighting

had been celestial in origin. Student Mated that two nights after
the original UFOB sighting at 25/04512 he had obs®rwed ."a object which appeared
over a telephone pole approximately 25° from the horizon. The direection of the
object was SW, The phenomenon observed was brilliant flashes of white, red, blue anc

green light." It might be noted that Sirius would have been seen in approximately

this location at 25/0451Z Feb 56, which coincidently was the approximate position of
the original UFOB,
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COMMENTS of the Preparing Officer:

Te In'tha opinion of the Preparing Officer the phenomenon observed on 22/0615%Z
Feb 56 at Hampton-Sydney, Virginia was due to the brilliant color secintillation
arésing from the celestial bodies, Sirius and Procyon when viewed below an angle of

- 30 with the horizon.

a, The fact is generally known among astroncmers that the two stars men-
tioned each radiate a sparkling array of bright-colored lights when viewed on a clear
night below an angle of 30 with the horiszon. |

3 be The persisting nature of the UFUB negates the chance of its having been
a2 balloon. This persistence and complete absence of sound further negate the chance
that it could have been an aircraft. '

6« The coineidence of S8irius and Procyon having been in the approximate lo-
ution of ths UFCB for the duration of the latter's aighting suggests misinterpreta-
tion on tho part of thu obacrurs.

\

(1) At thia pozl.nt % o might be mentioned that if the observer had N &
gliected to continually focus the portable telescope, within a very
‘brief period of time due .to the earth's rotation, the apparatus:
- would: have besn so well out of focus that any number of 1ilusions .
: moﬁ o t.ho lm .ppruching the fantantie.
R e

q';xd tlu obcmara nnd iho fest that nons had ever bofm-e
med. wxy have cavsed amassmeont and subsequent anis.

ﬁantity ruch n_sr ﬂm

. gapEa m'r-hun |
: v&m«deith-rotmchra sntioned
- £ somstuis in ths m'qnn of-an

1. .t"
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o T _ 3 - 4 '~ §e o "f'“f"*" : '-'....“*' j.i- PR o4 Ue, '!*"" 3. A
ey el = MR s | 7. > a Ao AL =-:—fe-‘.-.--_ :
2 , i, : ‘--ZJ“)' ‘.t""'*"‘.tjr 3 g ; 1 ir
* o ‘!ho “h'n:llt of meh"*ndfur "utnnst"“ auocfa‘bad uith the’ mm by m,, .

-l the om: vers either ﬂlulim d‘ an u:cit.od observer or pouihly clm. e o | ;
g dludnflrhthoﬁrbmo . . , “iBar B

:Fi-ﬁ ;
'!r-jl
: -'-v- -- -

2 e f.. mm:rthoutrmmu intorviwodmmlninmthstthn
.} phencmenon’ohesryed. hed arisen from the color scimtillatiom of Sirius and lator
Prwymuwg:lwwuththharizm $ii% | |
| 15 e} y | | B

Concur with the opinion 2% the Preparing Officer that this 31gh’c.ing was cauaed
hy the stars Sirius and Procyen.
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