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1. CATE 2. LOCATION 12, CONCLUSIONS

; Was Balloo
16 April 1956 Henderson, North @arolina Probably Bolloon

Possibly Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Lecal 0500 round-Vi sual 0 Ground-Radar Was Aircraft
Probably Aircroft

GMT. 16/1000Z O Air- Visual O Air-Intercept Radar Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS - SOURCE Was Astronomical
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Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomicol

CA AO th are ae oes 8
‘Xin sufficient Dota for Evaluation

Q Unknown

FBI employee
8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 9. COURSE

Route 1

lance(1-2 sec one North-South

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

While driving on Route 1 near Hender-| Interviewed by USAF UFO investi-

son, N. C., just before daylight, an | gators. On basis of discussions,

oval-shaped low flying object suddenly/believe that possibly newspaper,
appeared coming towards, then over, large bird (owl,goose) or perhap

observer's car. Was light blue in kite hanging fm string fm tree

color, appeared wide as the highway. or telephone wire, Under questi
No sounds, ing, observer states "general

outline was that of large top.'

This would resemble outline c

kite. Kite season in area at

of sighting. Although above

strong possibilities, will
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; “UNCLASSIF IED
_: ? DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

; HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

os | WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
146TH DISTRICT OF FICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE, DENVER, COLORADO

UD 2-31

SUBJECT: (UNCLASSIFIZD)
SIGHTING OF OBJECT RESEIBLING FLYING SAUCER ON
6 APRIL 1956 NEAR HENDERSON, NORTH CAROLINA

SPECTAL INQUIRY

TOs Commander

Air Defense Command Y

Ent AFB $ ee Geren oie ale (hy
-— = wee ee em oe

-Ocicrado- ‘Springs Colorado

‘1. Transmitted herewith for the infcrmation of your comand

is one (1) photostatic copy of letter report dated 17 April 1956 from
the Federal Bureau of ue phe Pha Washington regarding the ai

captioned ‘matter,

. 2, This letter 4s classified CONFIDENTIAL fi oe te sued
contained in paragraph 30c AFR 205-1, ~-

3- Attention is invited to the fact that the informaticn contained

in the inclosure is derived from sources other than Department of the

Air Force.. Dissesination.of. the-information contained therein will not

be made outside Department of the Air Force channels without pricr

approval from the Office of Special Investigations, IG,

1 Incl (As stated) WALLACE: B. SCHOLES
: , Lt Colonel USAF — am

District Commander

DOWNGRADED AT3 YRARty LIN A iss VALS3

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 fags,
DOD DIR 5200.10 , -
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By er UNITED STA LPARTW OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNCLASSIFIED 17 April 1956
Washington 25, De. Co

; BY COURIER SERVICE

Date: April 16, 1956

q To: Director of Special Investigations

The Inspector General

Department of the Air Force

Building Temp E

hth and Adaius Drive, S. WwW,

Washington, D. C.

From: John Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sub ject: Sightings of Object Resembling Flying Saucer on April 6, 1956, near
Headerson, North Carolina - Miscellaneous - Information Concerning

On April 6, 1956, Miss SpeRpintemds, an employee of this Bureau who

resides at hepm@@@bielm Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia, while en route to Morven, North

Carolina, via automobile, with her fiance, Mr. 3unipegiite, Jr., observed an unusual

object which appeared to resemble a flying saucer.

Miss RMMMMINO® stated at about 5 AM., on April 6, 1956, while it was still

dark and while driving on Route 1 north of Henderson, North Carolina, she and Mr. #00@iian,

were startled by what appeared to be an oval-shaped, low-flying object coming directly

towards their car at a great speed, on the driver's side. Miss@@@iiims stated the object,

which was less than 25 feet from the ground, appeared to be spinning, was bright as though

containing a series of ligh's in a zigzsgging pattern, was light blue in color and was at

least as wide as the highway and no more than from two to four feet in thickness. She

stated the object did not change shape, it made no sound and that she observed it for only

a few seconds before it appeared to pass over the car, accelerate speed and veer off out
of sight behind them. Miss $MM advised when daylight came she noticed it was cloudy

and that approximately 30 minutes after they had sighted the object it began to rain.

*Letter to Director of SpecialInvestigations

The Inspector General
Department of the Air Force

Miss @@00@MMMes advised Mr. QAM, ean employee of the National Security agency

who resides at GES igie =, North Arlington, Virginia, would recall approximately where
they sighted the object and he may be able to furnish additional pertinent information.

The ahove is furnished for your information and no further action is being

taken in this matter.

DECLASSIF 1): APiieR yoo AALS UNCLASSIFI 2
DOD DIR §20¢,19° * wy
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ILD 2hy-31, Bq USAF, 1 Jun $6, Sudjx (0). Sighting of Object Heseabling |
BLS Gs Ne cctaad on 6 April 1956 Near Henderson, North Carolina

Hq 602d Air Intelligence Service Squadron (ADC), Ent Air Force Base,
Colorado Springs, Colorado

TOs Commander, Air Technical Intelligence satchig? Wright-Patterson Air
g Force Base, Ohio i

=e

i sag Die ‘to the elapesd Wine ‘fram the: date 6f sighting to rébetys at
this headquarters, this report Tails to mest igvesti gattre. paigbactrnets alg sy

SOPrn: Be

uponby this organisation-andATIC, ~~ wis '

2» Forwarded for your information and action deemed necessary.

_ FOR THE COMMANDER: |

Linch fee we RAYLy JOB
nfo Major, USaF

Adjutant
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14D 2he34l, HQ USAF, 1 Jun 56, Subj: (U) Sighting of Object Resembling
Flying Saucer on 6 April 1956 Near Henderson, North Carolina

AFOIN 3ra Ind

AIR TECHNICAL INTFLLIGENCE CENTER, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio

7): Commander, Air Defense Command, ATTN: 602d AISS,
Ent AFB, Colorado Springs, Colorado

1. In accordance with paragraph 4c, AFR 20062, and to properly place

the sighting aubmitted by the Federal bureau of Investigation under an

appropriate category, it is the opinion of this Center that more detailed

information should be obtained from the observer of the UFO, through the

nearest 16028 AISS unit.

2e Brief, basic data submitted in the FBI report is insufficient

upon which to attempt an analysis or form some firm conclusion towards

resolving the reported sighting.

3. Elapsed time, apparently the unavoidable result of necessary

channels between the government agencies involved, should not preclude

the collection of additional information in exhausting all efforts to

identify the object in question.

4. Inasmich as this case has been brought officially to the atten-

_tion of the Air Force by an investigative agency of the government, and

members of the FBI are generally considered as reliable sources, this

request for investigative action is believed warranted.

5. Request this mtter be referred to as the BR Case’ in-
eny commnication or reply regarding this sighting.

i | 1 Incl_

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR SENTAL |
eer DECLASSIFIED APTEG 22 YRARS,

DOD DIR 5200. 10

a | T56-13975-A
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SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY
FROM: (Osiginator) DATE-TIME GROUP SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

251330 JUL 56 UNCLASSIFIED

MOR ATI ACTION INFORMATION
Fae tal reroR PRIORITY

TO:

COLORADO SPRIUGS, COLO CRYPTOPRECAUTION
[_] MULTIPLE ADDRESS C) ves (10

EShom onalerINFO:

UNCLASSIFIED FROM: AFOIN-Lih

Re 3rd indorsement dtd 20 July 56 regarding Henderson, 4.C. alghting fron

ATIC reuesting investigation. Disregard investigation at present pending

resuits of investigntion by USAF scientist.

|

CCORDIVATION¢

APOIN-4EN NATS

Dr. &.A. illey oe eee

/

1 \

: * SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
é PAGE OF PAGES
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m = L214 |
|) D 5: Oras 173 SLAY oe oe 178, MAY 40. CO—16—S55023-4 UV. $. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



July 19, 1956

Miss GQanedinetiineds
Qn. Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia

Dear Missal:

Captain Gregory, of the Air Technical

Intelligence Center at Wright-Patterson Air Force

Base, has asked me to talk with you if possible

relative to a sighting of an unidentified object you

made on April 10, 1950. This matter came to our

avtention through a letter from the office of J. Edgar

Hoover directed to the Air Force. I have long been a

technical consultant to the Air Force on subject

matters and it so happens that I shail be in Washington

from July 21 to July 24.

I shall attempt to phone you sometime over

the weekend but if I fail to make connection, I wonder
_whether you would be kind enough to leave a message

for me in care of Mr. (QiGweeeer, SOURwe. Avenue.
I regret that I do not have his phone number at hand

but it is listed in the phone book.

I would like very much to have more detaiis

on your sighting and, of course, to attempt an identi-

fication. We like to keep our ‘unknowns at as low a

level as possible.

Sincerely yours,

J. Allen Hynel

Astronome> '

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

JAH: mad
ce: Captain GregoryJ/
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 21 Sept 56

SUBJECT: ~WOMMMMIS Case, Henderson, Ne Ce. ~ Personal Inverview by
Dre Je Aco Hyneke

1. Reference letter from DreHynek addressed to Miss gpgiggiiian.,

FBI employee, regarding a proposal for an interview on the sighting obe

served by her on 16 April 1956. Letter in case file. ~

2- The following are the results of conferences held between Dre Hynek

and the undersigned on 13 September 1956 at Cambridge, Massachusetts:

ae Miss Sie, who is now married to her then fiance (and co-

observer of the sighting) was interviewed together with her husband, Mr.aa®
wees. Mr. Yesm—iB is believed to be a member of the CIA. Ags such, this

would place both Mr. and Mrs. @00MM@BTM!n a "reliable category".

be The object which passed over their car at dawn was observed

for only a fleeting instant. It rushed from the front of their car and

Mrs. SUM turned around to observe it flashing by from the rear window.

Under questioning they agreed it resembled a "large top" in outline.

ce Both insisted that it wes not a newspaper or large bird, such

as owl, goose, etc. that suddenly flew over their car while speeding through

the darkness.

‘ 3- Dre Hynek and the undersigned approached the following possible ex-

Planation of the sighting from the only slim clue: "It looked like a large

top in outline":

@ It was March and children do considerable kite flying at this

time of year and in this locality.

be Kites are usually snagged in telephone wires or trees through-

out the United States, and the general size and shape of a kite does re-

semble a large top in outline.

ce A kite hanging from its string, and a few feet above the high-

way, would seem to suddenly pass over the car with "startling speed" and

disappear from the rear window. /

he Mr. and Mrs. MMP, being members of intelligence agencies, told a
sincere and straight forward story and exszpressed concern that there be no

publicity, inasmuch as it could reflect on their professions.

5- Although the above explanation is very limited and the best that

could be given under the circumstances, the sighting will be placed under an

"insufficient info* category until such time more information is obtainede

1 Incl: GEORGE T. GREGOR

Rough sketch of sighting Captain, USAF
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a. Ce s Teis repoxt was subnitted by J. Edger

Hoover, Chief, FBI. Dr. eae arranged for a personal interview with Miss Ristwliiis
(now Mrs. 490MM) and her (then) fiance, Mr. MIMBWb, who also observed the object that
whizze@ over their car on a lonely North Carolina road just before dawn on 16 April 56. |
Mrs. NM@MlBe te an FBI employee and Mr. MMB, according to Dr. Hynek, is believed to |
be a member of the CIA. As such, they are considered to be reliable informants.

Further, they both expressed concern over the UFO sighting from the publicity viexpoint,

and the affect it my have on their professions. They were assured that their interests

would be honorede The object was seen for only a few fleeting seconds. It resembled

@ “large top® in outlinee They emphatically stated that it was not a newspaper, a

large bird (owl, Canadian goose) or similar object that they observed. Dr. Hynek and
the undersigned reached this concluaion:s the possibility that it may have been a kite

dangling from its etring that was hanging over the road from a telephone pole, wire or

tree. Also, it was March and kites are flown quite extensively by children in that -

locality. The outline of a kite, when sketched, does resemble a "large top” which

wouldstartlethe driversthat flashed underneath it, firet hitting it with their”
ty beans. Howevery cas placed in *insuf fielant info® eategorys 3 peti
hmon hae fee) ater e tart bade ener onan OE be 8 tli itatetck sncinetnsantntdene cars } +See
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