PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

I. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
ver . O Wos Bolloon
5 April 1956 airfield, Utah D Probably Bolloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloen
Local T R St 0O Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar g gf:h:l:;;rzfi'rcwh
GMT__L7 /¢ XWAir Visval D Air-Intercept Radar |D Possibly Aircroft |
5. PHOTOS . SOURCE IX Was Astronomical YENUS
D Yes ! O Probaebly Astronomicol
BXo ilitary AF Pilot D Possibly Astronomicol

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE gD ther

nsufficient Data for Evaluvation

approx 25 minutes one erratic Wrefiowh
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS . ' )
One object, no discernible outline or | Copy of prellmingry rpt attached,
features, about the size of a base- Due to the duraton of the sight-
ball held at arm's length, Changed co¥ing, the position of_the UFOB as
lors fm blue to white periodically. compared w/the position of *Venus

First appeared to be, & identified as|at the time of the sighting, the
a blinking light. The object appeared|colors of the obj & the circum-
to be at 40,000 feet on an azimuth of|stances of the sighting; the obj
*290 dgrs. Obj appeared to have an in gquestion was probably the
erratic course in the West. planet Venus,

*ATI mment: Star Almanac & Ephemeriis plot indicate Venus almost pre
G%ge ;hin position rptd, Files indicgte fixed bright celestial body
when viewed at_hiﬁh altitude, through a/c windshield, agpears to move
or dance erratically. Generally due to slight "yawing" movement of

" ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP s2) 4/C ON 11S aXes,
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SUBJECTs Unidentifisd Flying Object Sighting

TO? Commander

Aly Defense Command

Ent Air Force Base
Colorado Springs, Colorado

The inclosed report of an unidentified £flying object is
herewith farwarded in accordance with the provisiona of Air Force

Regulation 200=2

1 Incd IILLTAN T, HALG
Statement (Capt Petit) Lt Colonel, USAF
Coxmander

A

O —————— i — i — T —— ———— T —

A —— —— —

e i — . — — — — e R —
-

- o — e e i




lors »'_;‘-':1-_-)_- - o -
a . =1 . . ‘h. L W N e
_-! -y '_r'.,* A -~ v

.-
L
=1
o
oy
1
.’
e*

STATENMENT

17 Aprid 1956

I. Thomas P. P.ﬂ'b, G@t-a.in, USAFR, 30-7703%’ o heraby maks the
following statement of the sighting of an unidentified lying ocbject. I
have been a rated flying of ficer since March 1LY and have approximately
1300 total flying hoursy 230 are in jet aireraft, 1 am presently assizmed
to the 313th Fighter Bowber Squadion (Reserve) as Hill Air :dDrce Bass in
capacity of Operations Officer,

Om 16 April 1956 at approximately 1950 ST while on an IFR, 1,000
£oet on top night £1izht from Xirtland Air 7orce Sase to Hill Alir Fores
Base at 37,000 feet, I sighted an unidentifisd flying ocbjects Hy position
at the first sighting was inbound to Fairfield, Ulah on a heading of 290
degrsed direst froa Kirtland AF3, I had tze objech in asignt Lo approse
ixately 25 mimites, The object was idemtifiad 38 Deing umknown after
toming off the cozlpit lights and eliminating the possidility of interior
lighting beling raflected {Iom the canopy, moving my lwad around ths cockpit
and checking my gun sight switeh in the OFF nositions In addltion, ths
ohjeet inereased in gize and a2 change of color became morse distinegt as I
drew closerj and the perespition of ths odjach?! s distinet movemenis Lecams
apparent, IIw color changed from very white %0 very blus rapidly but nob
in any standard seqenos, The cbjlect was originally closely coserved for
tas possibility of it being amother aireraft, Aiter dlacerning that the
object was nobt traveling either rizht or left and being in the 12 o'elock
position %o my line of flight, 1% was obserwed more closaly for the
nossibility of a collision covrse, Whils inbound to Fairfield, tbs objsect
continued %o prow in =ize and the sharpness of the color change increased,
Tha flight patternm of the objech was very rapid ~ harizontal and vertical
within a small area with no set pattern, It did not movw from the same
gensral ares of the s=iry, After arriving over Fairfiald, Utah, I reported
the =sighting to Seld Lake ARTC and did not pursus the object any further,
sinoce [ was on an IFR clearancs, . - |

REPORT FOREMAT AFR 2002

1. Sines it was night flighit, no discernibls outline of the objest
could be establiszhed, The xize wwald be estimated o be aboud the size of
a baseball, The ¢color chanped from trdilliant blne to a brilliam whiite
periodically, There was only oms object. Tharo were no discernible
foaturea, exhansd trails or other idemtifiabls faatuires emoept the changing
1izh%s and “he sirange HOvements,

2¢ Tha object way first noted as being a blinking 1izht and identdifiad
ceroneously as being another alrcrafte Tho slavation would be ecstimated to
ke spproximately 10,000 feet on a haading of 290 degrees from Fairfisld, Utah
wnd cpproximately over Wendver, Utah, The flizht pattern mas from lefd o

4

Tne




rizat, horismitally then vertically with no rsguvlar patterne The speed
vould bs sstimated t© De very rapid and certalnly ome which no alrexafd |
to my Imowledge could accomplish, The object dld w4t disappear un'td.l I |
penetrated the ovexrcast into Salt Laks City Radio, The objact vas in oy ’

sight for approximtely 25 mimtes,

3, The mamer of observation was air to aizr, I was flying =334,

Serdial Hr 53-5097 at 37,000 feet on a heading of 290 dagree- at an indicated
aiy Bpeﬂ'd Qr 230 K¢ Eoms station ig Hill AFBe .

e 'The n:!.ghtin.g mcwnd on 16 April 1996 betmon the hours of 1950
fecton top and the stars Mpurﬁalmonm very brilliant, Itm -
however night and distances are very hard to accurately sstablish,

5. The observer was inbound to Fairfisld, Utah from Xirtland AFB on
a heading of 290 degrees and the object was first sighted 20 mimites om
of Fairfield (approximtely 120 nautical milss) and was loeph in sisht until
crossing Fairfield and ‘urning to a heading of 343 degrees inbound %o Sald -
Lake City and the penetration started,

6, Thomas P, Patit, Captain, USAFRss, 3].3th Fig\tu- Borber Sguadwron |
(u.asem) » Operations Ofilcer; Pilot, 12 years = 235 Jet hourse

Te Weather reported by Vendover Air Force Baao. on a telestyne 2d 1930
Hours, »&0s: 7,000 broken, 20,000 broken, 20 miles visibility, Winds HNoxth
Noxtheash at 10 X;  Rain showers, mknown intensity to the West Sounthwest,

2030 Hours ¥8Ts 7,000 kzxvolken, 20,000 broken, visitility 15 X, very light

rain showers, Rain showers began at 2020 Houra, wind, Wesh Northwest at

11 X, Winds 6,000 fset, 20 degrses, 1l0K. Winds 10,000 feed, 350 degrees’

at E.' Xe Winds 16 000 feﬁ, 280 degrees ab 15 e Wlhxis 20,000 f@at, 260 .
deg,.ma at 15 X» "Winds 30,000 feet, 260 demoa ab 25 e Winds 45,000 faet,. ..

270 degrees at 30 X,
Obsorver!s zocount of weather eonditionn Viaibintr unlimited)
solid cloud layer, approximtely 30,000, 5,000 foet thiclk over the arvea
in7olwed, Salt Laks weather broken, Pilot wvend VFA ad aprroxiaately
24,000 feeb after pemetration,
5. Hone mﬂt
S¢ Nome .
10, Unknownj but object conuld not have been anothey zirerafde
1ie iniosm,

12 Thknowne
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