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. DATE Ao 2. LOCATION 12.

UFOB. INDEX CARD AISS-UFUB-126-55 iR

CONCLUSIONS
A Virginia O Wos Balloon
1L May 1956 Air-Visual over So, Carolina and (O Probably Bolloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon
O Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar O  Was Aircraft
O Probably Aircraft
) . .
1&/111002 fay 1956 X AirVisuvel O Air-Intercept Rador O Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE O Was Astronomical
O Yes O Probably Astronomical
p Ne AF TH‘U‘:EERBIRDS 0O Possi bly AS?I‘OHOI‘BICGI
7. LENGTH OF OBSERYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE c o)) 1) S AR EE R S
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation |-
y ; : J O Unknown -
Thirtv-ive Minutes Cre (1) Stationary
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS
Cne (1) cylindrical object, the size of a A call by Sgt DeRudder to General Rogers.

nencil eraser held at arms length, silvery- Commander, 3600th Combat Crew Training
waite in color, The edges of the orjezct Wing at Tuke AFB, revealed that the |

appeared clear and white as comrared to the THUMDERBTRES will be at Luke on 21 Iay

nackeground of the sky., The object avpeared 66, at which time they will call this
on an azimuth of 75 degrees and 25 degrees he:dguarters, Evaluation of this sighti

above the 30,000 foot level, The object did | will follow after investigation.

not disanpear, -

AISOP Form § (15 Oer 54)
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MARY: (Ener conmiic suiniaary of rmnrt Gice nimificence in ingd ond-sendence paragreph. List indosurss .J Jwer ldt Begwn lext of re')m" on H- Forn | 8—Fzt I].)

1. CONTENTS:

PART ONE: Descripti
3600th Air Demonstration Sqdn,

DART TWO: Description of Sighting by 1/Lt Robert D
Anderson, 3600th Air Demenstration Sadn,

Luke AFB, Ariz.

PART THREE:Descrivtion of Sighting by 1/Lt William R
Pogue, 36C0th Air Demonstration Sqdn, Luke

AFB, Ariz,

One (l) midentified flying object sighted
near Gastonia, North C&rolina at 14/1410Z
MaAY 1056, ( 0910 CDST, 14 May 56). The
{nformation was obtained from taree (3)
rambers of the fivs (5) members of this
Air Demonstration Flightv, The other two
(2) members wers unable to attand the
neating of the jnvestigator and other
rembers. A full report was glven to
Major George Taylor, D/I, Bolling ASB,
Washingten, DC.

IIT, INVESTIGATOR

K.

!

SSgt albert S Rosenberger AY 13353560
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1HCLS, (Sae I.ndi'ndaal'f Raports)
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*Tf'falﬁéim;;ﬁOR
D/I, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 3kth ADiv; OIC, Fliznt 1-D, Lé02d AISS;
1 ¢y, Comdr 4602D AISS

NT2: THIS SOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATI!ONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING CF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 0 U. 5 < ~
31 AND 2. 43 AMENDED. TS TRANSMISSION GR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNCZR TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSQON IS PRCRIBITED 5y AN,
\'T MAY NOT 3 REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AlR FORCZ AGENCLES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOS F

INTELLGENCE, 1JSAF.
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I.

Dnno nstration aAcrobatic Pilot with
JSAF Thunderbirds

College Graduate, Gruduats of
Pilot Trulning

QUL LIFICATIONS: Pilot
STATION: 3000ta Air Demo Flt, Lukas AFB, Ariz

II. Rellability: SOURCE was a young man with a nonchalant manner,
He seemed to be in a hurry teo get the interview over and this may be
attributed to the fact he had already filed one report. However, he
seemed to be a person of above avsrags intelligencs. Hs guave thought to
each question before answering and was sure of his answers,

III. SOURCE's Description of Object:

l, SOURCE was piloting an F=34F type aircrzft from
Eglin AFB, Fl.,, enroute to Bolling AFB, Washinton, DC, SOJRCZ's
attention was dirscted tc object by other membu:rs of flizht and
observed the object for apnroximately thirty (30) mimites.

2. It was a bright day and the light was wv=ry
brilliant and the sun was located to the pilots right. SOURCE was
flying over open country in a mortheast direction, SCURCE was looking
in a northeast direction when he first saw and last saw ths object.

3. SOURCEZ could hear no sourd from the object and the
color was bright and sii®ery., =Zdges of the object looked like a
bright star, SCURCE did not obsarve the object muke any zoparent

motion, -

L. SOURCE could not estimate the real size of the
object but compared it with & star as a common object., Zstimeted the
-ize to be that of a pea held at arms length.

5. This was the first time SOURCE had aver seen an
objeect such as this. SOURCE could not determine tne spped or distance
of the object SOURCE observed object thru sunglusses and the
windshisld of the aircrart.

o, SOURCE was flying at 30,000 ft when obj2ct was firsv
sighted, Object disappeared wnen SUURCZ d....scanded thru ciloud cover
for landing at Bol ing AFB,

£4 SOURC“‘ stated that the object could pessibly havs
cm 1o WaeDy L2l Staly, wory luminous and appear<d as a star; or

it was caused by nnencmrna of atmosphere whica snabled him To see
obj2ct clearly or a star out of 1ts orbit.

ol +
/2 Incld: 1, Statement by SOJACE. 2. SOURCAS Memory Sketch
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WARNING: Thie documen: rontains information affacting the nationai defense of the United States within the meaning of the
Espionage Laws, Title 13, U.S. C., Sections 793 and 794. [ts transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner {0 an
wnauthorized person is prohibited by law. It may not be reproduced in whole or in part, by other than United States Air Force
Adencies, ercent Dy permission of the Director of Intellidence, USAF.
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PAGES

Incl #1, PART ONZ, Rept 1D-"/FCB-l
Statement of Capt Ellly Joe kllils

T

I was in a flight of fivs 5 (5) F-84F's enrouta to Eolling AFB
from Eglin AFB, Flight was conducted VFR at 30,000 f% about 40
nautical miles SSW of Winston Salem when the obj2cli was firsd
sighted. I did not sees it until past Winston Salem bscause I was
on a diffarent radio channel making a position report., I saw tails
object, whica, was very bright, and silvery acd lost sight of ii
during the descent to Bolling AFB, Renorted sighting to Base Uperations
Crficer, Major Georgs Taylor at Bolling AFB.

/s/ Billy J Eliis
Capt USAR

[RUE COPY:

Tl (s

TED W WUERTHNER
2/Lt USAF
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Adencrea, except by permission of the Director of Intelligence, USAF.
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) Bobert Dale Anderson, 1/Lt USAF
AGE: 26
JDUNIES: Mzhter Pllet with JSAF Thunderbirds.
EDUCATION: 3 yrs college and pilot training

STATION: 30600th Alr Demenstration Flt,
- Luke AFB, Ariz

II. RELIABILITY: SOURCE was & young man of average
build, He apperaed to be of average intelligence., He gave sach
question asked by the investigator, carsful thought and was sure of
his answers, The 1nvestigator considered the information of the

SOJACE to be resliable.
III., SOURCE's Description of the Objact:

1. SCOURCE was plloting an P-34F at an altitude
of 30,000 ft, clear sky, bright sunlight, weather: dry, temperaturs:
-30 deg C., SCURCE's attention was directed to objzct by another
memosr of the flight., Object was observad for approximately 30

minutes.,

2. SOTRCE was flying over open country uand

obsarved the object for tha first time wnan he lookad in an
Northeast diresction, Objsct last sesn in the saxne direction. SOURCE

wa3 wearing sunglasses and observed object thry the windshisld of
his aircraft., No apparent motion observed. Objact apneared
brizhter than background of sky and was vary sharply outlinad.

3., This was the first time SCIJRCE had ever seen

an object like this and sstimated the size to be such as a dime
held zt arms length, No apparent spezsd to the objsct and the
distance from SCURCE to object could not be estimuted, GCbjzct

appeared to be silvery white in coler.

L. SOURCE lost sight-of object as the {1ight
lat-down from 30,000 ft thru cloud cover in prepuration for
landing at Bolling AFS,

compared to a pearl approximutely 12 feet 1n diameter suspended in
tha sky, Could have been a star, visible dus to the existing

lignt conditions,
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- X, Statement by SUTACE
2. OSUJRCES Memory Sketca
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Tncl #1. PART IWO, Rept 1D-UFCE-1
Stateament of 1/Lt Robert D, Anderson

il o e

~ . - »
D - &4 i Fa I.',l.

I was flying from =Zzglin AFB, direct to EBolliang AFB and at
30,000 ft and object was called out by Ly Pogue, (Ws had a flight of
Pive (5) F=04F's). Within 10 mimates all of us picked out the
cbject, (It was sighted about 30 nauticul milss SW of Winston
Sulem) (Approximatedy 9:10 CDST) It had no apparent movement and we
sgew it until we let-down at Washington., ‘

/s/ RCBERI' D ANDERSON
1st Lt UsaF

TRUE COPY:

g2

TED W WOERTHNZ
2nd Lt JSA ¥
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II, RELIABILITY: SCURCE was a young man of averags g;ﬂ?
build. He was quiet and very serious, He seemed to be of abovs hg
avaraze intelligence., He toock a great deal of time to answer the ,.,

quastions put to him by the investigalor and he was explicit in his b, 2
answsrs, The information wecelived from the SOJRCE is considered g&"’*

reliable 1n the ovinion of the investigutor,. B

e

ITI, SCURCE's Description of the Cbject: SR

| 1. SOJRCE was piloting and F-34F at an f:'.,.'.:-,
altitude of 30,000 ft, flying over cpea country, clear sky, wind

dirsction: S3W 30-50 kts, temperature: cold, Cbjact observed %,
thru sunglasses and windshisld of acr=ft for a period of 30 minutes, ! e

2. Object aprnearad to be a sclid and appeared SRR
on SOURCZ's right, Object was brigsnter toan the backgpound of sky b A
and sinilar in brilliance to a sunglint. 50J2CE was lookxing in
a northeast direction when object appeared and wnen SCURCE last
observed object, ; 5

' " 3, Bearings from true North when first
observed 50 deg and 30 deg from horizon. Object bearing same
when last cbserved.

b This was the first time SQURCE had ever :

~ e
observed an objact such as this and ostimated the size to be that a7
of a pin head held at arms langth. Very sharply outlined. deal

size or distance of object could not be determined, SOUACE stales
that object appearad to be matallic or highly reflective substance | ' ”
spherical i1n shape., Comparabls to a large balloon with metalllie

finish,
5. SOUHRCE states that he tninks the object _

was a4 neavenly body reflecting light. Cause: & balloen could have .

teen stabllized in position for a period of time and would have |
nad to be at a great distance and altituda Lo maintain its relative '
scabla pesition., | 2}
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1. Statsment by -SOURGE | .

. SCURCZ's Memory Sketch
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Incl #1, PART THREE, Reapt 1D=UFCE~l
Statement by Lt william # Pogus

Sl A 1 MEINT

Dnring a creoss—country fligzht from Zglin AFE to Zolllng
AFg, I sighted an object at about 2:00 o'cleck position, Ws had been
airvorne aporoximately 40 mimites aad were croilsing at 35,000 ft,
143 500, After first sighting the object, I mide surs it was not a
refractive glint from the canopy and then calied it oat to leader,
I had some difficulty in properly describing its »osition so the
lsuder could see but in a few minutes the r:st of che fligit was
able to spot it also, It was relatively very small, held a constant
position, was circular or spherical and fully bri:liant over its
surfacs, although the suns rays could not have fully covered the
surface of the obdect which wa were observing., This ded me to
belisve it was (1) At extreme distance so that any illuminated
source as small as it was would appear round and (2) A transparent
objesct i,e, Balloon, which would appear fully lightad.

§ s

/s/ William R Pogue
1st Lt JSAF
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COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

None

COMMENTS of Approving Officers:

lo It is the opimion of this headquarters that this sighting was caused
by the nla_mt ‘Vemm for the follcming reasons:

At the time of the s:.@ting the planet. Venus, wh:l.ch was visible
during day]ight hours in Hay 1956 was at approximately the same position as
the ob;]ect. yorr2 ; - |

A h. The objec'b was descr:Lbed by all observers as being like a hright
star, One observer stated that he felt the sizhting was caused by a 'heavenly

y reflec‘hing light".- _ . %

S -Although the ohse:wers' aircraft traveled many m.les dur:!.ng the
sighting t.hs object remained: statiomry, indicating that the object was at a
great dist.ame from the observe:rs.

| do m.nds-aloft a.t the time of the s:xghting coupled with the distance
traveled by the observers' a:.rc'raft would preclude the nossikﬂ.lity of a ballocon.

e

Ce In a telephone conversation with this headquarbera Major J. Broughton,
Flizht Leader of the Thunderbirds and an observer of the object 1n question, stated
that from past experience this sighting was pot caused by a balloon but felt that

it counld have been cat.sed by a bright star or planet..
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