1. DATE 2. LOCATION
22 May 1956 00 miles NW of Monroe, La,
3. DATE-TIME GROUP | 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
D D e e e et O Ground-Visuadl O Ground-Radar
BT DRYIDL O 2XKAirVisual O Air-Intercept Radar
5. PHOTOS S [ 5 TNV e R T R e A AR DRy
O Yes
X No AF pilot & observer
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION | 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE
* |
[ SZ AN rS
B e e e SRS SR one | NE

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING (Following fm phone
call to obsrvr rather than fm TT msg
which was in error.) One cross-shaped
obj larger than C-47 a/c, brilliantly
lighted, Pilot after seeing obj tried
to intercept it w/negative results
but did pass within 200 yds of it.
the obj eat maneuvered th
Pilot also stated that light
and that the object

was the size of his palm at arms

After this,
T-33.
was blinding,

length,
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interceptions.
had experienced many types oif
unknown objs but that this type
obj was a new phenomena, Previous
he had been able to later identify
his sightings.
| this sighting assigned to Flt
2-D at 23/1500Z ay 56, Results
to be recorded on this card upon

. CONCLUSIONS

Was Bolloon

Probably Balloen
Possibly Balloon

Waos Aircroft
Probably Aircroft
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical
Probobly Astronomical
Possibly Astronemical

gy
_,5(71 T

| Other_—thREIaa =

Insufficient Doto for Evoluation

Unknown

Conversation w/pilot revealed
he had flown approx 100 missions

in Korea & 1is exnerienced 1n

He stated that he

Investigation of
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COMMENTS OF PREPARING OFFICER:

SOQURCEZIS zenerally conforms to the characteristics of an optical phencmena hy-
pothesis, A temperature inversion reported in the a®sa of the sizhting may have
teen a contributing factor to the occurence of this sighting.

2. '3upplementary investigative efforts and the descriptions of sizhting
provided by SOURCES zenerally eliminates the possibility that this Sig“"ting Was

i
i
! 1, In the opinion of the preparing officer the sighting as observed by
i
|
|
caused by a balloon, aatronmical phenomena, or any known type of aircraft,

4

' l"IOI o
aptain, USAF 4
Officer in Charge |

COMMENTS of Approving Officer: '
I

1, This headquarters does not concur with the opinion of the Prevaring Cfficer |
that this sizhting was caused by an optical phenomenon., Inasmuch as the object ap- i
peared to become larger as the SOURCES approached it and then appeared to becoms '
smaller in size as the SCURCES withdrew from it, the existance of a solid object !

rather than a type of ortical phenomenon is indicated.

\ 2. It is the ovinion of this headquarters that this sighting was caused by the

radiosonde balloon launched from the U.S, Weather Cbservatory at Shreveport, La., at
22/2100CST May 1956, (See para Sa, page 9). The following data is given :Ln support

of the above hypothesis:

a, 1he :I.nvaatigative unit placed a 500 gram radicsonde balloon in the area
of the sighting at .the time of the sighting.

e 1. kT

zenerated by the passing aircraft coupled with the jJjet exhaust would create the im-
rression of deceptiva and erratic movements on the part of the balloon. Striking at

|
|
l b. During the passage of a jet airecraft near a balloon, the air currents
. floating child's balloon with an open hand would sirmlate this action.

¢, As the aircraft passed beneath the object a bright light flashed in the
' observers' eyes. MNote that the light on the radioscnde balloon is mounted on the end
of the suspension train, beneath the balloon. (See attached diagrams). Even a sme
1ioht would appear particularly bright after one's eyes had become adjusted to the

darkness of night flizht.

! d, The osecillation of the suspension train due to winds would cause the
- light cn the end of the suspension train to apprear in any position in relation to

the balloon, other than above it.

; . At the time of the sighting there was a three-quarter moon in the
- southern 3%y which would have illuminated the white balloon, creating the dome effect

'+ The red lizht which was noted by one SCURCE could have been the white

-

amning light as seen through the rad parachute attached to the susvension train.
(See attached diagrams).
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¢, C(ne SCOURCE estimated the object to bhe 10° above the horizon at

o hd

initial contact and 25° above horizen at last contact, indicating that the objeect
was glowly ascending,

N7
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DESCRIPTION COF 50

0 GRAM RADIOSOND=

HGE__jg OF /.5 PAGES

WEATHER BALLGON

The following is a description of a 500 gram Radiosonde we=ther balloon re-
CST on date of sighting:

l=ased at: Shreveport, La., at 2100

ae

vansion has taken place at the ziven altitude,

leased is 6 ft hizh and 5

be Color of balloone--white

ft diametar.

c. Color of attached parachut#=—-raed

Siza of balloon at 19,000 fie--approximataly 14 ft hizh and 12 £t diameter.
Thess figzures are only estimates, since noone knows exactly how much ex-

Size of balloon when re-

d. Position and size of all lights---—one light only, suspended approximataly
t end of train. There is no compulsory length

for train, so the one on subjlect balloon was not measured, Light con-
sisted of one regular sized flashlizht bulb attached to battery 3 in oy
2 in by 1 in. Life of battery normally 2 to four hours., Lizht was white,

60-80 £t below balloon, a

e. Length of Traine--approximately 60 to 80 ft (was not measured),

f. Method of attaching lights to train---light tied sacurely to train with

cord.,

he Diagram of balloone—==Ref

Incl # £, attached

i. Dizgram of power supply---Ref Incl #2, attached

g. rower supply for lights-——one small batterv--see d, above

It was pointed out by techniclans who relsase weather balloons, that the train
is not of sufficient weight to remailn suspenced directly the balloon in winds of
ralatively high velocity, (not over 5 pounds, including parachute, transmitter and
.j.:":t) Therefore, the lizht mizht be, at times, in any position in relation to

cne balloon, other than abeve it,

e ,d,éma,: LOULS MONROE

Cap..,
OIC, Flt 2D

2 Incls:s

1. Sketch of 500 gram Radiosonde Balloon

and train at 19,000 £¢

T/féffymfu

2, OSketch of Eattery and 1light on train
of 500 gram Radiosonde weather balloon

USAF
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Supply for light)
Pt Fee=lizht Bulb (Rez Flashe
lizht size)
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. Inel #_[ (bketch of 500 gram Radiosonde ;
| 23lloon & train at 19,000 Ft.)
i P+ A-=--2alloon at 19,000 ft,.
e B—-—“rain (Waxed elac. cord--
| ‘am aporox 1/ ,q inch)
| 2t C--Parqc"mto (red) \
i Pt Dee=Trsnsmitter Unit
| (no light)
i Pt Ee==Small Battery (Power 12’ 14’
?
i
i
t
|
?
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of Battery and lizht on train :

of 500 gram Radiosonds weather balloon-—-
Actral size)

Pt A“-Eatt’or}r, 3" by 2“ by ll‘l 1,’

Incl #.2, (Sketch
Pt Be=="ulb (scrsws into battsry) - .
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PART ONS: Description of Sighting by Earl D, Hol*;adel ist Lt,, USAF
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! “ART THO: Description mf Sighting by Curtis Carley, ist Lt., USAF
’ P.RT THREE: Supplementary Investigative Efforts

!

PART Ff‘UR Comments of Preparing Officer

Iz, SUMMARY: Investigation concerned a reported sighting on 22 May 1956 be-

|
! tween 2305 and 2315 C3T of an unidentified object described as egz-shaped, resem-

tling a bulky cross, solid, emitting an intense white li:ht, capable of high speeds
i ard extremely maneuveraoln. Supplementary investigative research seems to indi-
’ cate that the object has the characteristics of an optical phenomena,

ITT. INVESTICATOR: CAPT LOUTS MONROE AO 1864170

ks |
Officexr in Charge
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I. 3SOURCE: Earl D, Holwadel

Address: Office of Resident Avditor, Greenville AF3, Milss,
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Agea: 25

""'“‘:rﬁ_t"’
At o A
L e
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Ccecupation: Officer, USAF; Auditor, Filot o

Education: B, S., Business Administration; Graduate, Pilot Training, ;j’
1554

i

%

:

|

l Qualifications: OSCOURCE has been on active duty for approximataly
three years and on flying status for approxi- o

! mately three years,

1

:

:

IX. RELIABILITY: SOURCE appeared to he hizhly intelligent. He was completely
sinceare and answered all questions frankly, SOURCE indicated that, although sub-
jected to the ridicule that often accompanies reports of this type, he felt it his
duty to report the sizhtinz as completely as possible, OSOURCE's estimates of
measurements may be considered fairly reliable as indicated by his estimates of
the relative size of known objects, In view of SOURCE's military background,
information mayk be econsidered reliable.,

ITII, OSCURCE's DESCRIPTION OF 3IGHTING: SOURCE indicated that on 22 May 1656
at aporoximately 2305 C3ST while flving in the front seat of a T33 aircraft 50 Xnots
northwest of Monroce, La., (Ceoref FJNC 5329), his attention was attracted to a
orizht object in the sasterly portion of the sky. SOURCE!s course at time of
3iznhting was 0509 at 1£,000 feet. At 2315 the object was azain noted apparently
. due east, and the decision was made to investigate, sincs the possibility of the
i o2ject teing a planeét or star appeared doudbtful., SOURCE stated he "peelzd off"
|  to the south and moved in trail of object, which at that time appeared to be in
the southeast, (See sketch, Incl 71, path and movement of object). The object
appeared to be a great distance away from the alrcraft, when suddenly it came straisht
at the observer at a rapid rate of speed, SCURCE stated they crossed the rear of
the object, experienced no wash, and moved south of it. Object moved away and then
returned at high speed on a westerly course, SOURCE stated they cruised in front
of the oovject and noticed odd and extremely orizht lizhting which did not resembls
iizhting of any known aircraft. JShape of the object could not be clearly deter-
- mined and no wash was apparent on object's west side, JSOURCE sald maneuverability
. of object was fantastic and at no time did it chanze its pfositional atiitude in
- relationship to the aircraft, 3SCOURCZ stated that his aircraft passed under the
‘nose” of object at a distance of approximately 75 yards and on a heading of 3300,
2t which time an intensely tright white light flashed from object lizhtinz up can-
- opy of nis airecraft, OSCURCE stated object appeared to bte squat, obulky and cross-
- shaped, It appeared to be shorter than a C47 and wider than a C47. There was no
713itle winz span. Long=st dimension of the bulk of object appeared to be 30 to
+0 feet, (Inel #2, sketch of objeect). SOURCE saw no clear outline of object other
than the Hulk or dome wnich was positioned at the center of the cross. It was from
this dome that the briz:t white li-ht appreared. In addition to the white lizht
- 22CZ noted one red lizht, resembling an aireraft running lizht on top of the dome,
mowaver, the brizhtest lizht eminated from the hizh windshisld type observation .,
zlass in the front of the dome. SCOURCT obtained a good view of underneath side
2T oz2ject from 75 yards distance. It seemed to him that the under surface of object
w28 of steel construction, and had a ribelike appearance with the ribs extending
2 to 4 faet and creatinz a wave-like impression, (Incl #3, sketch of under side
37 ohiject). During the 15 minutas duration of sizhting 3OURCZ noted that there

- o W o “J‘_-ﬂmu“-—““ [
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were manv stars in the sky and a three-guarters full moon. OUbject appeared hrizhter
than backgzround of the sky and resemovled the brightness of an automobile heaull'r‘*t
a:)proxrratelf one »ldck away. Object appeared to stand still at times, speed up
and rush away, (twice), did not break into parts, give off smoke, change orignt-

nes3 or shape, It did not appear to flicker, throo, or pulsate. Object did not
move behind anything or in front of anything during period of sighting, Object
appeared to he 30lid a2nd was view with the naked aye through the canopy of the
aircraft., Object emitted no perceivabvle sound and the edgzes appearsd to be fuzzy
or blurred. Only one object was noted., At the closest point of observation
SOURCE was certain object appeared to be as large as the sizs of a grapefruit
held at arm's length, and at farthermost point of observation resembled the size
of a pinhead at arm's length., Object was still apparent in the sky when a decision
was made to leave the arsa, SOURCE stated that if he could construct the object
from known material it would be of steel construction, btulky cross-shaped, approx-
imately 40 feet lons, 30 feet wide, and 15 feet thick at the center point, SCURCE
unable to indicate a resemblance of ocject to any known configuration or common
object., O5CURCE was looking approximately east when he first saw the object and
approximately west when he last saw the object. SOURCE estimated object was 90°
from true north and 10° above horizon when he first saw it, and 225° from true
north and 259 above horizon when he left the area. There were thin, and very
scatteared clouds during the sightinz. The weather was dry and cool. A 20 knot
'wind at 250° was indicated. -SOURCZ stated this was the first time he had seen

nis type of object, and could not zive an opinion as to what it might be, Speed
of ooject ranged from hovering to velocities in excess of the 300-400 knots his
aireraft was flyins at the time, Closest and farthermost points of observation
were 75 yards and 60 miles approximately. OSCURCE was quite disturbed by the occur-
ence and did not attempt radio contact with any 3ir base or with the object durins
the period of sighting. JSOURCE was extremely impressed by the maneuverability of
the object. :

3 Incls f! ' }
1, 3OURCZI'S sketch of path ancj’ movement of ob,ﬁct
2., 3JTUACS'S sketch of ovject /
3. SOURCZ fs sketch of under si.de of object
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T
Tnele # 1. Source's sketch movement of object.
|

@J . 5 (79
— —= = — -  Path of A/C.
Path Of Obj‘ect.

Pt. 1, Rpprox. location of Shreveport, lLa.

Pt. 2, A/C at 18,000 feet, 050 degrees, first noticed bright object at
1 o'clock, |

Pt, 3. A/C at 13,000 feet, 050 degrees.

Pte 4, Position of object at beginning of its path.

PLe S A/C above object.

Pt. 6. A/C level with object.

Pto 7. A/C below object.

Pt. 8. End of object's path,

’t. Y. Approx, location of Greenville AFB, Miss,

.‘ rt.10, Approx. location of Vicksburgh, Miss,

; ?t.1ll, Approx. location of Monroe, La,
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Incl #2. Top view -of odject, looking down. (Source!s sketch)

Pt. 1. ZEZxtension on both sides of object not over six feet from

bulk of object..
2. Zear of object.
3. No visible structure from the rear of object.
; 4, One steady red running light, of normal A/C intensity.
Pte g . lMore than one white light 2 to 3 feet from bulk of object.
7
8

. Front.of odbject. _
Bright lizht, white-solid of very high intensity.

. Sulk of object eggz shaped.

Pt. 9. More than one white light 2 to 3 feet from bulk of object.
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| Tri # 2. Bottom view of object looking up. (Source's sketch)

! b1

! 3 - -

| k- 3 =

i Lo ',

i Sketch # 4. -

3 Pte. 1.:ildghts on sides appeared to be reflected liznt from top.

i Pt. 2.,. Front of objecte.

z Pte 3. Lights on sides appeared to be reflected lizht from top., s

] Pte 4, Ribs, | : >
Pte 5¢ Rear of object,

! Pt. 6, Bulk of object was egg shaped,

i .

| - :‘."' Y

\ . - . @ ~

Sketch # 2, Oblique view of object from below,

& Pt.
b

l.
2o

Bottom view of object, looking up.
Top of ribs extend 2 to 4 feet from underside,
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I. 37UHCE: Curtis Carley

Address: 3ox 61, Gresnville AB, lMiss,

Occupation: Officer, USAF; Accident Investigation Of'flcer,
“lying Safety. Pilot

Zducation: Two years College, Business Administration; Squadron
Officers!' school:; Pilot training; Hellocopter school.

Cualifications: SOURCE has been on active duty for five years
and on flying status for five years, 3S0URC
senmd in Korea June 1952 - Oct 1953, and has

total of 100 combat missions in ""-8’4 2ir-
craft and 20 combat missions in F-86 aircraft.

iI, -~ZLIASILITY: GOURCE appearad to ve intelligent and was very cooperative,
I—Ee answered all questions as completely as possible with no attempt to procras-
ﬂ.ate. SOURCE indicated his observation of object was not as complete as that
30U=CZ, Part One; therefors the subsequent lack of detail. In consideration

of.‘ SOURCI's mllitary tackground and combat experience information may be considered

o~

r=1jadle,
T CURCE'Ys DIZISCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that on 22 May at approxe

|
' '
‘ — i - O

! imately 2 05 CST while flyving as pilot in the rear seat of a T-33 aircraft he noted
{ a2 brizht light on the horizon moving in a westerly direction., SOURCE was flying

] on a heading of 0559 at 19,000 feet and an indicated speed of 240 knots, Object

I was8 observad for approximately 15 minutes. Many stars were visible during ths

i s8izhting and the moon appeared to be full. Object was brighter than the backzrourd
l of the 3k and resemblad automotile headlizhts one-half block away. Object appeared
|

|

|

|

to stand still twice during the sizhting and would also suddenly speed up and rushn
away. OUbjsct did not btreak up into parts or explede. It did not give off smoke
or axhaust trails. Objeect did not change brizhtness or shape, and did not flicker,
pulsate or throo. Object did not move in front of or behind anything. Qbject was
:)hser-red with the naked aye thromnzh the aircraft canopy. No sound was noted from
tne otject., OSOURCE Qescribed object d..i Having an extremely white intense lizht
wnich seemed to come from an area that might have the cockpit of the object. The
1izht was of such intensity as to zgive th 1@ aopearance of being a solid glare,
Jnject was sharply outlined and only one such object was noted in the sky. SOURCE
estimated real size of object was 100 to 150 feet in its lonzest dimension. When
Tirst noted object appeared larzer than the nead of a pin held at arm's length and
from asproximately 200 yards it appeared the size of a half dollar at arm's lenzth.
bject was 5till visitle when 2 dscision was made to leave the area, lio attampt
was made to contact the object or any air hase by radio during sizhting. It was
not possinle to make radar eontact since the aircraft was not equipped for that
~roe of operation, -JURCEZ stated that if he were to construct the object of known
materials it would be made of a metallic substance and of circular shape. Object
wo>uld “e constructed with a greennosuse shaped dome on top and withna very largs
vindow in tiis front of the dome. Lizhts reflecting underneath the object gave it

R

Aubnbd - TR .. LT

tne a*oea rance of navinz wings, S0URCE was flyineg over open country durins time
of sizh and was lookinzg in a direction 090 to 120° when he first saw object.
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He was looking towards approximately 300° when ha last saw the object. OUbject on

first sizhting appeared to be 0752 from true north and a little above the horizon,
>OURCZ could not indicate the angular directions of the object when he last saw
it. At time of sizhting there was a lizht wind from 210° at 19,000 feet, the
temperature was warm, and thers were hish, thin, scattered clouds. This was the
first tine SOURCE had noted this type of object and in his opinion it was some
tpe of unorthodox aircraft., Object was probably moving faster than 300 knots.
Closast approach to object was approximately 200 yards., 30URCE was particularly
impressed by the apparent maneuverability of object., SOURCE unatle to make a
sketch or provide more extensive estimates of the size of object.
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| SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTICATIVS EFFORTS:

| 1. A check was made with the following Air Force RZases for aircraft in ths

I ' tne time of sighting, and reports of unusual occurences with negativs

! a., Barksdale AT3, Louisiana

| S. Greenville AFB, Miss, |
c. Little Rock National Guard AF3, Little Rock, Ark,

de Znzland AF3, Louisiana
‘ e. Texarkana A¥B, Ark.

2. A check was made with the following Civil Airports for aircraft in the
air at time of sizhting and for reports of unusual occurences with negative results:

2. Greater Shreveport Municipal Airport, Louisiana

b. ~Adams Field, Little Rock, Ark.
c. City of Monroe Municipal Field, Monroe, lLouisiana

d. Texarkana Civil Air Fleld, Texarkana, Ark.

| 3. Contact was made with the following AC&W Squadrons for aireraft in the
2ir at time of sizhting and for reports of unusual occurences with negative results;

]' a. 703rd AC&V Squadron, Texarkana, Ark.

| b, 653rd ACZV Squadron, Enzland AFB, Louisiana

| c. 745th AC&V Squadron, Duncanville AF Station, Duncanville, Tex.
i d. 747th ACEWN Squadron, Ellinston AFr3, Houston, Tex. |
: - 8. 741st AC3W Sqguadron, lackland AFB, S5an Antonio, Tex.

f f. 683rd ACE&N Squadron, Sweetwater AF Station, Sweetwater, Tex.

| ge T46th ACEN Squadron, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma City, Okla,

i'
|
|
|

L, The following Flight Service centers were contacted for aircraft in the
air at time sizhting and for reports of unusual occurences with negative results:
1, Maxwell Flizht Service Center, Montzomery, Ala.
o, Carswell Flight Service Center, Fort Worth, Tex.

L

5. The following weather observatoriss were contacted for relaase of weather
calloons or for data that misht have a bearing on the sizhting with the indicated

result

a2, The US Weather Chservatorv, Shreveport, la., wis contacted and in-

.Zica ted that on 22 May at 2100 C3T one 520 zram radiosonde balloon carrying a

rnite ll""‘t suswended 80-100 feet below the Halloon was relesased, Irndications

are thatl it was possibla for the ballson to b2 over the Monroce, Louisiana area
AT aPproximatelry 2200 C3T,

D, Taxas A3 University Observatory, 3ryan, Texas, was contacted with
nezative rasults,

)

c. US Weather Qbservatory, Monroe, Louisiana, was contactad with negative

d. -US Ovsaervatory, Eouston, Texas, negative results.
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8. US Weather Otservatory, Beaumont, Taxas, negative results

f« US Weather Observatory, Waco, Texas reported that on 22 May at 2100
CST one 100 zram weather balloon with a white lizht suspended 3 -« 4 feet below
the balloon was relsased. Indications are this balloon would not have reached

the lMonroe, Loulsiana area during the period of sighting.

», Weather Service, Sngland AF3, Louisiana, reported that on 22 May
at 2000 CST one 100 Cram weather btalloon with a white lignt suspended 5 -~ § feet
below the halloon was released. Indications are that the balloon was located

south of Monroe, Louisiana at approximately 2145 CST.

"

h. US Weather Observatory, Dallas, Texas, negative results,
1. Weather Service, Carswell AF3, Fort Worth, Texas, negative results.

-‘

v *

US Weather Observatoery, Lake Charles, Ioulsiana, negative results.
k. US WJeather Observatory, Austin, Texa.s, negative results,
1. US Weather Observatory, San Antonio, Texas, nezative results.

m. weather Service at Tinker AF3, Okla, indicated a temperature inver-
3ion existed in the area of sighting with the following characteristics: ZEase
of inversion at the surface with 639F ard top of the inversion at 2500 feet Mean
Sea Leval with 779F., It was also indicated that the surface dew point was 55C%
A full moon was visible during the periocd of sighting. The following wind con-
ditions existed in the area during time of sighting:

4,000 feet 200° 20 knots
5,000 feet 230°9 25 knots
10,000 feet 2200 30 knots -
15,000 fest 250° 10 knots
20,000 feet 260° 5 knots
30,000 feat 2809 25 knots
50,000 feet 280° 55 knots

Rgports indicate no cloud coveraze and no thunder storms in the sizhting area.

5. TFollowing GOC Filtar Centers were contacted for reports of unusual sight-
ings or occurences with negative results:

a, Shreaveport, Louisiana
b, Little Rock, Ark.
c., dJackson, Miss,

7. The astronomical observatory, Louisiana State University, Baton Rougse,
Louisiana, was contacted for reports of occurence of any unusual astronomical
nnenom=na or movement of solar bodies with nezative results,
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