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rom Gerrefal Schweizer's office is submitted1. Subject corresrondence received

on wh\ich to base a reply:for necessary action, with the following
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@. Source cannot give exact date or time, only that incident took place

sometime in June or July, 1956. ‘

b. To properly solve any case, immediate reporting of the incident is |
necessary for on-the-spot investigations. A matter of a few days' delay can render |

the investigation worthless. |

Ce. Cannot comment on the "Min-Min" lights and "Ghost" fire reported seen

in an Australian marsh, although the phenomena is typically characteristic of ball-

shaped gaseous glow, an electrical discharge,often referred to as St. Elm@s Fire,

and associated with swamps and\particu arly if methane gas (CH), ) is in the area.
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2. Copies of the report have been made for our files.

2 hee H. «. GLLBERT
; ae Colonel, USAF

Ltr and Mz ore: ny and Manuscript AFOLI-12



{ gis: ( April 16tn 1°58

Dear Sirs:

I am.very ashamed that XY haven't written you before now. I'11 try to

be as complete as I can Considering the lanse of tine, however, and nexrhans
the details will exolain something of the delay.

i cannot fix theCexact date - verhaovs I could vin it dow by research ~
i didn't make a note of Itbecause I felt sure I would remember. it was on
a Saturday night - thet is Sunday morning of the month of either. mid-june or
early july. I was based at ving Hill Farms Station - near Gerrenton, Virgini
- a Specialist 3rd class at the time - army. 1 had been, dating a girl in
Rockville, maryland, and would hitch-hike or take a bus there every chance

T had - which was fairly often as our free time at the post was pretty much
our ow, 7

One of my favorite pastimes has always been to take long walks, so this

particular night - having arrived with no money whatsoever in my nockets -—

my camera case on my back -(loaded with color film and eamera equinment -—

my hobbie) a little too late to visit the girl - but with hoves of seeing

her the next day - I had hitched a ride with a buddy who lived in Rockville -

~ i did many things on a shoestring while I was in the army —- most of that

nicht I just wandered up and dow the various roads in and ground Rockville -

ending up on the road leading out to the girl's house.

The exact spot is in front of an old house - now deserted - formerly

utilized as an old-folks home - until (as I understand) it was condemned~-

this is on the crest of a small hill - and marks a decided dip in the road -

I vas standing on this spot when I looked dow the hill to where I ‘snew a
house to be, I noticed a single light glowing - too large to be from a

simole bulb - % iy first impressionof the light was that it was an anproack
ing automobile - but it was on such an angle that I wondered at this, because

it did not corresvond with the location of the roads ~ their being an inter-

section of three roads - jone main road surving and 2 newer side road) +

the light was centered about where the crossingwas - and a hill was just

behind the light - as 1 watched it, it seemed to growa little larser -— whicr

made me wonder if it might be a flare —- 1 watched for a dripping at the base

~ thinking it might be an airforce maneuver of some sort —- but I saw none -

then the light rose a little with a slight swaying motion ~- and was soon

followed by several other lights the same size and description ~ not quite

asxaxitzrexnmtionhes as bricht as a flare would be and glowing with a steady

white slowe xnemembering my training in spotting objects at night - I +t:

a

tried

looking to either side in hoves of seeing anything that micht be attached to

the lights making some sort of sillhouette. ‘There was no indication. This

doesn't mean much, however, since the night was clear, but moonless - and

excent for the glow of occasional street lights, quite black, It occurred

to me to try for a v&bture - but I felt that with the movement of the lichts

themsel¥es - and tne low exposure of the color film - that it would be tine

better svent observing the objects than in getting out my varavhenalia and

attempting to set it up in the darkness - In all, as I remember there were

six or seven of the lights - they avpeared to be rising immediately next to

a tree in tye yard of the aforementioned house (two story ~ near the inter-

section) ~ I wondered whethbr they were some sort of signal system connected
to the tree - but they (assuming they were at this distance) swayed senerately
as they rose - as much as three to four feed& from side to side - seeming to
bob around slowly - they rose in a kind or order one above the other - until
the highest light reached a voint a little above the height of the thee —

I connected the tree, because the lights seemed to show infront of what [
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could see of the tree - it being lit slightly ~ to see a semi-sillouhette of

the unper branches. consequently I placed the lights in the yard of the house

itself - I was a distance of avvroximately 200 yards from the objects-
At this point I remehbered reading an article some time oreviously in 2

magazine I picked up in a latrine somewhere — Concerning similar lights that

had been seen in Australia - unexplained but seen on various occasions —
(I am enclosing the article - as I have since relocated it).
These are described very Sea Re J to what I sam | aaa sia a ba rag

ue Vy ree > ote, 2 Lunn
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This was in ‘1956 ;-“Just orior to my "Beperation, About two in the nornins.
From -the crest of the aforementioned hill on which I stood I was faacing dgowmhil’

- and could see the distant sky lit by the lights of Washington v.c, -

&
I watched the lights for about five to seven minutes - [ timed them ~ but

have since forgotten the exact time - After this pertrod of time the lichts ;
without dimming began to bob sideways a little more — still slowly - almost

erraticly mk and began to settle - still one above the other back ~ seemingly

into the ground - here was no sound that I could detect during this - or

any other sensation thaw the lights themselves - After a brief moment, when

I saw they were not going to reappear, I ran dow the hill (I hadn't up until
this time, because by so déing,' I would momentarily lose sight of the lights -

and thoucht too, that they would be explained if £ continued to watch them -—
hen I reached the snot where I had thought them to be, I looked about ~ there
was seeningly nothing out of the ordinary - I tried to. detect any unusual odor

-as of something having been burned - but nothing of this sort vresented itself.

I Enew from earlier o»servation that the veovle in the house had been there and

long since gone to bed. ‘here batt was no sign of life - and I couldn't see

waking them uv to ask if they had seen any lights in their front yard ~ fT can

see trying to exmlain this to a desk-sergeant., I wekked back into tow — thinte.-

ing of calling vou veovle ~ Unon arriving there I found the only thine open was

little coffee-shov - and the orovrieter seerted thouroushly convinced that L

w2S a real nomgoodnik - so I couldn't see asking him for a dime for the nhonee

11 - Also, I thougnt that it was probably something that could be exnlainga

ayey - end I was taken excited over nothing - po 1 let it so ~ I Aiscussca

% with various and sundry friends and acquaiatences — and finally felt that it
was ~robably of little or no importance. as 1 recall, there was at that tire
Quite a stir going on concerning sightings from our base and ene outlying
amy pnosts of strange highs flying green and red lights - that unon investiga-

tion nroceeded to ai sanpear - }] wondered afterward of the faye Connection ~
but dismissed it from my mind.

the lights 1] saw were about two feetacross - judging by the assuned Aisteance —

and slowed with 2 soft - almoct diffused light - white in color —- ang Oi es
with definite diffusionaround the edges ~ not sharp like an electric lobe
would be - very definitley round - aimoat as thoushk they were rice-vnaner
disks illuminated from behind -

You can check any reference@ on me you choose - I heve a connlete ‘onSecret

Clearance filed with the ¥BI- and a food army record ~ 1 am not siven to

sensationalism, ver se - But this has been on my conciense for some time ~ and
I felt that, at least, I should tell you about it, on the chance that vou get

another sinilar report, you can lend it a little hore credence than you vrobably
otherwise would.

forgive me for the delay in notifyingyou — There was at that time so much
crackvot nublicity and general pooh-noohing of the *flying saucer" business -
that I felt that I would be just taking up you time — sow itm not so sure ~

Sincerely yours -



‘(Here is a copy of th- article 1 mentioned in rel»tion to the lights - another
reason why I didnit ediately notify you -,or t © the lichts seriously -
tI am not in the habit of reading these magazines - but hao vened to have ‘ent
this one)

from: FATE magazine (ANU) August 1953 \True stories of the strange end the

unknown ((don't laugh)) ) ; Te Yoo

MYSTERIOUS LIGHTS NV] 4 maa Bem Sie ba
- of Australia 9

those of you who heve not visited Australia may never have heard of its

"Sin-win Light’, a yhenomenon faniliar to nearly all australians. Visidle
only at night, the “uin-.in bight" is a hugh globe of brilliant light which

soars uv from the worded horizon, travels ranidly over the tree tovs for some

distance and then hovers, stationary for some tine, giving the observer the

eerie impression that it is watching hin.

iio one has ever gotten closeto the ,"Min-.iin Light", as the closer one
avproachas the further it recedes. A man tho has spent nearly 18 years in

western Australia states that nearly.every one in thnt section has seen this

strange aerial light at one time or another and no one can emmlain it satis-

factorily. Anparently there is no legend associated with the "Min-min Light",

and various queries have failed to exolain how it received its name or what
the words "Min-min" signify.

One night a stockman, riding his horse, svied the eerie luminosity and chase

it. In his excitement he ran his horse into a fence, was throw vidlently
to the sround end died of his injuries. ;

ure glenville Pixe, of wareeba, orth Queensland, australia, wkites that he
14

saw a similar light, one nighe, iin the marshy country about 40 miles from st.

Lawrence, on the central coast of jueenslanc. xetixsk He first thought it ms
’

someone waving a lantern. then he sev it soar into the air and dance about
for some ninutes, finally hovering in thre air some 50 yards fron him. saking

courage stro@e through the derkness towards it and succeeded in getting

to within 20 yards of it. ‘fo him it looked like"some huge glowing ball, hover-

ing seven or eight feet above the round.” suddenly it soared to one side ana
e

R

bezan a retreating, dancing motion over the boggy ground. iie found that the
light was leading him int nzer@usly marshy ground and he stonved. ‘the lisht
also stonved, “hesitated” awhile and slided 2 little nearer to him as thouch

temoting him to foliow. ir Pike oreviously had been told by a companion that
a deen chasm lay just on the other side of the marsh and he tool no chance of
falling into it. As he stsrted back to his camp the light, as thouecht realiz-~

ing it had lost, swept over the chasm and fell from his sight.

wnen he returned to canp his comnanion told him that, according to the local
legend, a man had been murdered many years previously by being vushed into that

chasm and that his snivit nersistently tries to lure newcomers to the sane

unlucky fate.

Mre Pixe states that a similar light is often observed near the remains of
an old inn beside the nearly deserted winton-boulya road on the treeless visins

of west Queensland. it is said that this inn was the rendezrous of drunkords a

and thieves and several nearby graves attest to the unfortunate notency of

the hotie-brewed liquor sold there. Several years ago 3 young stockman observed
a strenze ball of light one night as he rode his horse vast the vlace on his

way hone. He réined up and watched it for Bome time. He noticed that the

light advanced and retreated but always returned to anvroximately the same io-

cation. tinally it came toward him. Losing his nerve, the stockman dug his
heels into his horse and galloved frantically all the way to poulia where he

revorted it to a scentical volice-troover. wut not lone theresfter several
others gaw the same curious light. une was driving yast in his car, saw the
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light kent “just ahead’ of him all the time andvanished when he anvroached the

old inn. anzkhex

xukkxer Another australian "Shost light" is seen frequently on the stork-
routé, near Bourke, in northwest wew »outh Wales, it is observed durinzs the
Summer nouths and drovers, already acquainted with it, will not. camn overnight

in the area as the light invariably sta-nedes their inte ‘seg and enbtle with dice
astrous results.

apvarently these mystery lights strike terror into the hearts of anineis$

fiorses steadfastly refuse to enter the gateway over which a strange light dances

on a farm in north-western Queensland. the tenant is so accustomed to seeing
this light, bobbing and hovering over the slip rails of the horse vaddock

nearly 1°0 yaréas from his home, that he scarcely takes notice of it.

The lonely region at the head of the murrumbidgee River, in new South .ales
is noted for the remarkable “Quinn's Light," seen for years at regular intorvals

by aweestruc’c witnesses. This light is simgular in form, being like 2 brilliant-

ly glowing, immense cagle with wings fully spread. Some describe the light as

"a most nowerful glow." It was first observed floating about three feet off the
ground among the trunks of the lofty gum-trees on the srazing vroverty of a

successful farmer named John Quinn. bsome versons have shot at it but without

the least effect. Others have tried to apvroach it but, as though directed by

an observing intelligence, it aivays eludes them. One nisht a newconer to the
oeteag es was amazed to see this glowing, bird-like shane hovering over the

mestead he had sue bought. He decdared to the local policeman that it hung

e Wideetr for fully 10 minutes, emitting a light so brilliant that " it made
the mikime place as bright as day". He was so frightenedittt by this exnerience that

he "reckoned it was time he nacked up."

Police-trooper WeGewodle wrote an account of the "Chost rire” occasionally
rved in this same district. As he was riding | his horse along the lonelyobse

stockeroute, miles avay from the nearest farm just an hour before day-break he

noticed a glow in the woods alongside the road. ne urzed his horse over and

got close enough to see that the light actually was a fire “emitting a kind of

. SUlohurous, incandescent glow" and that it was shootings blames uv against the
“ side of a fallen tree.x ilis horse refused to annoroech the weiré@ light and rea.rec
and vlunged in terror. tfinally the horse stood stock-still trembling noticeably.

The trooper circled the area and saw no sigh of human life. ‘then the light
vanished. noble dismounted and felt the side of the fallen tree, It was not
Charred nor in the least warm. ‘there was no sigh of ashes or burned wood on tne

ground. ile said that he had often heard revorts of the “Ghost Fire" but un to
that tine had nlace no credence in the stories,

Explanations of these strange lights vary. some declare that they are

"will-o'-the-wisos. others say that they are masses of fire-flies. sone claing
that they have noticed thebdor ofescaning sas or vetrol.in connection with the

lights. sat why, always, do "the lights elude their pursuers’
@ee e e@+¢ee eee eee e@ece eee eee eee

well, that's the arti@le - I don't iene w if thete is any relation between it and

my occurance - out included this for documentary comoleteness - in that i nad
thought of this article when I witnessed the lig be

&:
i]ured it out- in any event its all yours ...
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