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red and vary ing its position. Picture taken of bably hich-altitude AA firings, with

the pattern left by object drones, rockets, parachute ‘ ares,
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| 1.; Request your review and analysis of attached photograph and copy of »)
2 original report. }

)___AFOIN-4X3 , | a
Jf A microscopic examination discloses that the photo ia not “doctored”, and yaad

not an emulsion flav. es

4 The absence of any horizon, odjects or perspective for contrast or come

Ji purposes makes analysis somewhat difficult. In the opinion of this office, ¢
At and besed upon numerous still and motion pictures of guided missile launchings, €

the tralis shown here 2poear to be similar to those left in “he wmke of missiles. is

“he zig-zag, rian: dein aanes are those generally formed by the variable
2th santeres by missiles wteir trajectory at various altitudes. ‘The oS

cf these lines is not characteristic of lighting flashes, maling out =

: shenomenon. z

wanes SESSEREnnEneoaes YO 'nPoymation availadle to this cffice indicates that ose closest missile h
oi lamensing site to observer's loestion is White Sands, New Mexico, a distance oY
ie APOtt aver beinately 300 miles from Amarillo. n |

gee { i »
|Os] Attached rep indleates that the observerPeg facing ia an alaost
—-arreetry omposite cirection from White Sands; andt the sharpnesa of the trail
— Tattern| leads one +o believe that it vas much peeMF observer.
po

ui ‘ 4 con - ., J z s % * = ee | %, * =>seek 1) +, Therefore, on the basis of the above, the Yollowing ore submitted far
sonia consideration:

\L) vhether the missile assumption is valid.

(2) Vhether there are {or vere) any missile sites or operations
in the general direction or vicinity reported.

{3) Any mowledge of missile firings, which = miasile firing is

imown to have departed from its designated course, within
the varticular time period given, which might explain

___ AEGINA db. 4De2a {1) Sreeivie commenta as to the cause or identify of object
in photograph.

~~ (2) Estimated distance of the trail (assuming missile 2:

rhe be uslog characteristics of camera equimsent used).
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No Case (Information Only) 
July 1956
SE Kansas

LIFE, in its July 70 issue , pitrlished a pkotopranh of

e
e
e
L
e

a bright, sa@eerlike pbject seen flying in the sky over southestern

Kensas the week before. "Ain Force officials dishssed it ae 4

reflection from burning naturel gas, bit theyKansans refused to crept |

ree}

unl @ simple explanation for such a puzzling phenomenon."
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22 July 1956

No Case (Information Only) Pixley, California

COMMENTS REGARDING PIXLEY CASE

L. This Center has no report under that identification.

2. However, the following should be made a matter of note:

a, Numerous alleged UFO sightings are reported directly to,

or are collected exclusively by unofficialUFO groups. ‘The majority

have periodic publications, usually a monthly paper, which describe

the sightings with occasional lack of restraint.

b. Many UFO sightings are reported only to newspapers.

Where such sightings are reported to small-town newspapers, they

never reach the attention of the Air Force, directly or indirectly.

As a matter of policy, the Air Force cannot consider cases not

officially brought to its attention. Cost of investigating the

countless rumors would be prohibitive.

c. Weeks or months later, when conclusive studies or

‘on the spot” investigations are no longer possible, the Air Force

is often queried regarding the status or explanation of the

incidents.
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SUR poem eoreeti ym wha ie So

‘AIR FORCE PLANE DOWNED BY UNIDENTIFIED

: OBJECT”

Ed: Critics will say that this incident is “down the CRIFO alley’—
True! While it ba hice high on the suspect list, the case is by no
means closed. We will await further evidence, and suggest that
everyone read between the lines if more is said on the case,

Case 170, In air over Pixley, Cal., July 22, 19536—The above

readline quoted from the Rocky Mountain News, Denver, Colo.,

tvpifes others appearing in the nation’s press. However, for

ihe story w uote from the San Francisco Chronicle as Nye
4s y : i i i i ss ADDENDUM—As one reader put it, “Now comes the back track- ,
follows: “A Hamilton AFB transport plane survived a 9000 ft. jng.” In the July 24 edition of the San Francisco Chronicle it is |
ertical dive and landed safely with three-fourths of its tail said that Air Force vet tere cova ce niet a jammed papi! |
ie BAS A : : : i Rese f device threw the ill-fated plane into a steep dive causing the dam- |

Cevator missing. The pilot, co-pilot and crew of two all age. Said the Chronicle, “Earlier theories had the plane under at-

blacked out following a mysterious mid-air incident that no tack from above by everything from a meteor to a flying sau- |
‘ ‘as abl tun he! Rfaragin Stay tl 1n4 cer. . Capt. J. R. Smith of Edwards AIB information office

one Was able to explain, Major Merwin otenvers, the pilot, 254°. cories of rivets popped and jammed a rod which controlled

d the C-131D, was cruising at 16,000 ft. over Pixley. ‘Sud- the plane’s elevator servo-tab. The servo-tab is a small control |
surface which serves a larger movable control. It is a sort of |

; e> at? g ? thea ts : wer Z ° "

-enly, there was a loud bang, a severe vibration and we went booster which makes the larger conttrol easter to move. ‘When the
red jammed the servo-tab flipped up,’ saidSmith. “The elevator was

forced down and stuck. When tho t elevator suddenly flipped down,
it dust pitched |him (ihe pilot) ov et * Smith said. ‘Guess it Avoid feel

‘ing it out of thespin, the two crewmen were scrambling to | Ike he had flown into aqtr wall, just like he said.’

’

a dive,’ he said. Major Stenvers had the plane under

anual control at the time. While he and his co-pilot battled to |

egain their feet in the cabin. Finally, Stenvers saw the nose n Semer, Danville, Cal.: C. H. Marck, Jr.. Denver, Colo.; |
‘ ‘ichar nuis Park, Minn.; N. Cuandra, Orkiand,

Brentwood, Mo.; ae nes Geer, Tiburon

Phoenix, Ariz.; H.G. Rover, Phila, Pa.

begin to come up, averting certain death. But then all four'c

nembers blacked out. When he and his co-pilot, Capt. Robert

larble, came to, the plane was going almost straight up, he

the crait had dropped to 7ooo it. beto:

ion. Major Stenvers was unable to exp!

fe said he saw no other planes abo 1 d fore ie
As . arply from thea pa Sy ea ae Spa ee Ste ae he Chronicle: The plane recovered so sn

ity port ah Aaa had catsed trouble and Continued the blacked out. ‘Duritng the recovery from the dive,dive that the pilot
Ve whl a quicker pull- up than normal,’ the Airto m ake 2

‘ed in stresses and strains which were far in

: PA 2 Y cted ¥ sf Ly at eg wable. limit on the aircraft.’ The stress of the
adivy damaged tail sect bout 36 sq 4 section of the elevator one foot wide and five
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1 inches diameter 1 Two crew-

fuien suffered minor cuts beut the

in. Major ih an stione

Bort from Edwards AFB, Tt 0 e

7th Air Transport Squad ;

Bis to one UP report: C said it looked like
something had struck it from above but we don't know.’ An-

ther UP report said: The Air Force ordered tight security

the airport, An AP report said that the sheriff's office in-

tgated a report that another plane had crashed nearby

ut found no evidence.” * 4
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No Case (Information Only) 22 July 1956

San Joaquin Valley, California

Case 173, San Joaquin Valley, Cal, July 22, '56—Said

the Los Angeles Evening Heraid Express: “Authorites

listed es ‘dying seucer’ stories reports of two mysterious

fying objects over’ San Joaquin Vailey. Investigators

failed to find any trece of the craft which e woman near

Sresno described as an ovai object emitting @ greenish

light from ity tail A Tulare county resident said he saw

a similar jet-like craft crash and explode near Pixley."'

Both incidents tooig place about 5:30 am, a little more

than five hours before the “collimon” detween a C-151D

am “naknews.ebjec” oves Pintape(Zee Case 470. Crdit.
. August, 1956) :

:

|

|



No Case (Information Only) 22 July

Sierra,

Case 176, Sierra regyon, Cal, July 22, '56—Also pert+

neot is another report written in. to CRIFO by Miss Jane

Purcell of Freana. She writes, in part, “...A frend, Miss

Imogene Okes, and [ were camping out at Lake Mary, a

spot of 9000 feet altitude in the Mammoth Lakes Kegion

in the Higher Sierra country. At approximately 5:45 the

next morning (July 22) Miss Ckes, unable to sleep, was

locking at the aky.... In the northwest sky she saw a

yall of light followed by a short pointed tail, The colors,

she said, were similar to those of a bunsen burner and
were arranged in the following manner: first the bive ball

which faded into green, then yeilow <reen, then yellow,

then orange and lastly diminishing into a tral of red

sparks—-the whole taxing the shape of a cone with the

axig in a9 roughiy borzzontal position... . Tt wos in view

for about 3 or 4 seconds traveling from east to west...”

1956
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No Case (Information Only)

rectly overhead then direct

24 July 1956

Cuyaliben Falls, Ohio

ly into the moon from which |

it did not appear again, Speed was constant. To naked |

€ye the object was bluish-white. Through 7 Power glasses

it had a definite Oran 
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No Case (Information Only) 25 July 1956
Provo, Utah

Case 191, Provo; Utah, July 25, 1956—We quote from

the Deseret News and Telegraph: “Reports of a ‘strange

streak of light and a flare-up’ at the crest of Mt. Tim-
panogos touched off aerial and ground searches. CAP

searchers could find no trace of any crashed plane. No

aircraft were reported missing. It was presumed the noc-

turnal fireworks were caused by a meteorite. Search craft

returned with reports of a fresh rock-slide near the north

end of the mountain. The CAP sents its plane into the

air in an effort-to trace: reports-from-three_residents of

American Fork who saw a streak of light followed by a

‘flare-up’, The flare appeared to be over the crest of the

mountain on the east side away from American Fork.

They said the fire lit the sky at the top of the moun-

tain. One said it appeared to be a meteor which struck

and then bounced. ... Capt. Verg Collins of the CAP

said the search found no traces of the flaming object.”?
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26 July 1956

peer er marten Lede Plymouth, Massachusetts
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a ) jis-1956, July 26-6¢08:30pm-Plymouth,New Hampshire-s yellow UFO with a d

. bopearink tail,reported vy Ground Observer Corps, It tra-
veled North-Westat a high altitudess.s :

Lase 192, Plymouth, Mass. July 26, 1956—According

to a brief item in the Concord Monitor, two Ground
Observers Corps spotters reported seeing an unidentified
flying object which was bright yellow and left a trail
similar to a jet. One observer said the object appeared to
be moving slowly and made no sound.‘
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No Case (Information Only) 28 July
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Brentwood,

Case 179, Brentwood, Cal., July 28, 1956—The Oak-

land Tribune reported that a three hour search failed to

solve the mystery of a “sparkling green light” which ap-

peared to land in an orchard. Six residents and an Oalks-

land visitor reported to the sheriff’s deputy that at 9:55

p.m. Saturday they saw a “green flash going through the

sky and then fall or land in the orchard. Television re-

ception was reported temporarily interrupted at that

approximate time. Four sheriff's deputies and several re-

serve Officers searched a square mile area at the “land-

ing spot” but found nothing. Officials at Oak!and Airport

and Hamilton and Travis AFB’s said they knew of no

planes in the Brentwood sky at the time.®
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No Case (Information Only) 30 July 1956

between Port Austin & Bad Axe .Mich
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Case 178, between Port Austin and Bad Axe, Mich,
July 30, 1956—We quote from The Saginaw News, in

part: Huron County Deputy Sheriff Fred Cubernuss and

William Gravlin, announcer for station WLEW, Bad Axe,

reported seeing a luminous object about 500 ft. in the air,

traveling very fast. Both men, traveling together, said the

object was visible for about 10 to 15 seconds. Cubernuss

said later that the Sherirf’s office had received two reports

of other strange lights at 9:05 and 9:35 p.m., moving in a

southerly direction. Earlier reports were received of a

large rapidly moving colored light spotted in Saginaw,

Gratiot, Midland and Clare Counties. The Burt GOC re-

ported the light shortly after midnight. The object was H

described as red, white and blue, moving rapidly. A State |
Police trooper said the light was too large and moved too

fast to be an airplane. Air Force F-890’s flew to the area

to search at 1:53 am. but did not report finding any |
objects.°
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