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light in & cloud formation estinmated to be SO v

miles 1in 1ength Soiux'ce states light appeared, poln,a ﬁlm&E: directly st Ft. Siil.
size of grapefruit, naving a faint trace of ' Army Artillery Testing Croutds. Yro=-
red and vary ing Ltﬂ position. Picture taken of bably hipgh-altitude AA firings, wiid
the pattern left by object. ? drores, rockets, parachute fia
etc., which may have accounted f$orth
odd illumination and paiterr ¥
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M ' Reviaw and Analysis - UF0 Faoto ,
‘ AFOIN-4X2b 3
m 3 (In Twrn) AROTN-422h L5 Feb 57
\FOTY =L hal/Capt 3.7, Gregory/wm =
AT ¢ .a.jar Willner 69215 b
AFOIN-4X2¢
| 1.! Request your review and analysis of attached phovtogaph and copy of A
crigimi revort. 4

AFOIN-4X3 , ; '
=.| A microscopic examination discloses that the photo ia not "doctored”, and ~

: s v . mul’i fm. -
. AFOINIX4 s o =

The absence of 2ny horizon, objects or nerspective for contrast or Cole

S?

-
=

et

. AFORydfann| purposes mekes analysis somewbat difficult. In the opinion of this office, =
Wil and hesed upon mumercus atill and motion pictures of guided missile launchings, <
= tze?:z- i3 shown hers appear to be similar to those left in “he wake of missiles. &
TR b . The ziz-zag, overlapping lirnes are those generally formed by the variabdle i
. AFON £} ». ....unterod by missiles Trelr Trajectory at various z2ltitudes, The N
of these lines i3 not characieristic of lizhwning flashes, mmling out 2

b omenn. :.?

‘nToymation availadle to this office 'l:dica‘aes thav e closest missile :-

site to observer's l::ca‘tian i3 White Cands, llew Mexico, a diztance B
bt tely 300 miles Toom . 11310. IHT |

i | ©,] Attached rep ‘indicstes that the observer wag Tacing o an almost |
NY WJ srposite direction f2om WRitle Sands; and that the sharoness of the wrail
| DT T=ttexrT] leads one %o beliave that 1t was wuch closer to pbserver. |
H AFOIN-4D . ; ST » *ha H a AP > - Ponge T Y e y1y) : P |
~—T————+ “hersfcre, on the Dasls of The above, the lollowing ore submitted I
| ‘ —i: consideration:

Se 4F=3 (1) "hether toe missile assumption iz valld. |
(2} V/hether there are {or were) any nissile zites or operations
in Coe zeneral Qlrection or viecinity reparied. §
V5 Sy {3) Any knowladge of mispile firings, whica @ missile firing iz o
mown o have departed Ifrom lis rlesima'i:ed couxrge, within
the particular time period glven, which nizht oxplain
The phenomencn,

——

be 4D=2a {1) Sreecific commenta as to the cause o .dentify of object
n pootogxrann,
Ustimated distance of the trail {(assuning migaile
uslag c..arac'ter igtics of camera equiiment used),
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: No (Case (;Informatiou Only) July 1956 '
SE Kansas %
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LIFE, in its July %0 1is<ue , puylished a phoktograph of |

a bright, saflcerlike pbject seen flying in the sky over southestern

|

Ransas. the weak before . wh1e Force officials dimtssed 44 mm a
reflzction from burning natur-l gas, bit theyKansans refused to =scrept

this 3imple eyplanation for =uch a puzzling phenomenon.”
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22 July 1956

No Case (Information Only) Pixley, California

COMMENTS REGARDING YIXLEY CASE

L. This Center has no renort under that identification.
2. However, the following should be made a matter of note:

a, Numerous alleged UrO sightings are reported directly to,
or are collected exclusively by unofficial UFO groups. The majority
nave reriodic publications, usually a montihly paper, which describe
the sightings with occasional lack of restraint.

b. Many UFQ sightings are reported only to newspapers.
Wnere such sightings are repecrted to small-town newsvapers, they
naver reach the attention of the Air Force, directly or indirectly.
As a matter of policy, the Air Force cannot consider cases not
officially brouzht to its attention. Cost of investigating the
countless rumors would be proribitive,

C. We2Kks or monthks later, when conclusive studies or
"on the spot” investigations are no longer possible, the Air Force
is often gueried regarding the status or explanation of the
incidents.
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‘AIR FORCE PLANLE DOWNED BY UNIDENTIFILD
' OBJECT”

Case 170, In air over Pixley, Cal., July 22, 1956—The above
headline quoted from the Rocky Mounteain News, Denver, Colo,,
fvpifies others appearing in the nation’s press. However, for
he story we quote from the San Francisco Chronicle as
Collows: “A Hamilton ATFB transport plane survived a 9ooo ft.
vertical dive and landed safely with three-fourths of its tail
c'evator muissing. The pilot, co-pilot and crew of two all
hlacked out following a mysterious mid-air incident that no
one was able to explain, Major Merwin Stenvers, the pilot,
aid the C-131D, was cruising at 16,000 ft. over Pixley. ‘Sud-
.only, there was a loud bang, a severe vibration and we went

’

a dive,’ he said. Major Stenvers had the plane under

anual control at the time, While he and his co-pilot battled to

ring 1t out of the spin, the two crewmen were scrambiing to
egain their feet in the cabin. Iinally, Stenvers saw the nose
gin to come up, averting certain death. But then all four crew

- @ =

nembers blacked out. When he and his co-pilot, Capt. Robert

arble, came to, the plane was going almost straight un, he
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. He guessed the crait had dropped to 7000 it. beix
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ered the propeller betore landing at Kern Counts
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According to one UP report: One official said it looked like
something had struck it from azbove but we don't know.” An-
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- Y 10T adT\ NS T R 44 ot A Pl e ot Pl Sl Ui e :
ber UP report said: The Air Force ordered tight security
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the airport. An ADP report d tha
tigated a report that another pla

1t found no evidence.” *4
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Ed: Critics will say that this incident is “down the CRIFO ailey”—
True! While it ranks high on the suspect list, the case is by no
means closed. We will await further cvidence, and suggest that
everyone read between the lines if more i1s said on the case.

ADDENDUM—As one reader put it, “Now comes the back track-
ing.” In the July 24 edition of the San Francisco Chronicle it is
said that Air Force investigators discovered that a jammed control
device threw the ill-fated plane into a steep dive causing the dam-
age. Said the Chrenicle, “Earlier theories had the plane under at-
tack from above by everything from a meteor to a flying sau-
cer. . . . Capt. J. R. Smith of Edwards ATB information office
said a series of rivets popped and jammed a rod which controiled

the plane’s clevator servo-tab. The scrvo-tab is a small control
surface which serves a larger movable control. It is a sort of

heoster which makes the larger control easter to move. ‘When the
red jammed the servo-tab fAipped un,” satd Smith, ‘The elevator was
forced down and stvck., When thnt elevator snddenly flipped down,
i+ just pitched him (the pilot) over.,” Smith said. ‘Guess 3t would feel
11 had Sown into a brick wall, 1ast like he said!”

' -"".' :l';
Danville, Cal.: C.

. tl. Marck, Jr.. Denver, Colo.
George Cicharz, St. Louis Park,

NMinn,: N, Crandra, Oakiand,

Ca'.: Aithur Rounds:, Brentwood, Mo.; Tames Geer, Tiburon
Cul.: Ceo Ormiorad, Pheemx, Ariz.; H. G. Rovrer, Phila, Pa.

Concinued the Chronicle: The
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SY Al AIR FORCE C=131=D (CONVAIR CARCO PLANE) AFTER
COLLIDING WITH AN .UNKNOWH ODRJECT OVER PIXLEYe CALIFe UFOTS

CRE REPORTED AT THE TIME 11l THIS AREAg AllD ANl AIR FCRCE
§ SPOKESMAN STATED THAT THE PLANECYS SHATTERED TAIL SECTION
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No Case (Information Only) 22 July 1956
San Joaquin Valley

Case 173, Sen Joaquin Valley, Cal, July 22, '$6-—Said
the Los Anpeles Bvernng Heraid Express: “Authorities
listed 23 ying ssucer stories reports of two mysterious
flying objects over San Juoagquin Valey. Investigators
failed '™t find any trece of the crait which » woman near
Sresno described as an ovai Object emitting @ greenish
ight from ity tall, A Tulare county resident said he saw
a similar jet-like craft crash and expiode near Pixlev. '
Both incidents toois piace about 5:30 am,, a little more
than five hours before the “rollimon™ Dutween a C-131D
Ani “uaiknows. abius” oves Fislagei(See Case 470. Crdws,

- August, 1938.)

’
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No Case (Information Only) 22 July 1956 |
Sierru, California ;
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Case 176, Sierra regpon, Cal, july 22, '56—Ais0 perts
neot is another report written 1n to CRIFO by Miss Jane
rurcell of Tresna. She writes, in part, “ . . A frniend, Miss
Irnogene Okes and [ were camping out at Lake Marv, a
spot of 000 feet altitude in the Mammoth Lakes iXegicn
in the Higher Sierra country. At approximately 5:45 the |
next morming (July 22) Miss Ckes, unable to sleep, was ;
locking at the iky. . . . in the northwest sky she zaw 3
sall of light foillowed by a short pointed tail. The colors,
she 3a1d, were similar 10 those of a bunsen bummer and
were arrainged n the foilow:ng manner: first the Diue bLall
_T which [aded into green, then yeilow green, then vaillow,
then orarge and lastly dimimishing into a trayl of rad
sparks—tn2 whole taking the thape of a cone with 'he
axis in 2 roughiy horzontal position. . . . Lt Was 10, view
for anout 3 or 4 seconds iraveiing from easst % west . ..
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No Case (Information Only) 24 July 1956
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

t 20 de : '
rectl grees up in Nw
it dig :::te rhead then directly into the el

2PPear again. Speed wag comoon from which

€ye the Object was blui nstant. To naked

it had ; Ish'White. Thr
iy maa definite oran ge color, Brighotl:-,gh
gnitude star, Minyte la ©SS comparable to |
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No Case (Information Only) 290 July 19506
Praovo, Utalh

Case 191, Provo; Utah, July 25, 1956—We quote from
the Deseret News and Telegraph: “Reports of a ‘strange
streak of light and a flare-up’ at the crest of Mt. Tim-
panogos touched off aerial and ground searches. CAP
searchers could find no trace of any crashed plane. INo
aircraft were reported missing. It was presumed the noc-
turnal fireworks were caused by a meteorite. Search craft
returned with reports of a fresh rock-slide near the north
end of the mountain. The CAP sents its plane into the
air in an effort to trace: reports—from:three residents of
American Fork who saw a streak of light followed by a
‘lare-up’. The flare appeared to be over the crest of the
mountain on the east side away from American Fork.
They said the fire lit the sky at the top of the moun-
tain. One said it appeared to be a meteor which struck
and then bounced. ... Capt. Verg Collins of the CAP
saig the search found no traces of the flaming object.”3
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26 July 1956

No Cose (Information Only)
plymouth, Massachusetls

L e SR Y [ ey W T =

1956 4 July 26-8t08:30pm~Plymouth,New Hampshire-s yellow UFO with a dis-
appearing tail,reported by Grourd Observer Corps, 1t tra-
veled North-West at a high altitude,.. -

Lase :192,_ Plymouth, Mass, July 26, 1956—According
to a brief item in the Concord Monitor, two Ground
Ol:zservers. Corps spotters reported seeing an unidentified
flying object which was bright yellow and left a trail
§1mllar to a jet. One observer said the object appeared to
pe moving slowly and made no sound.? '
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No Case (Information Only) 28 July
Brentwood,

by T P L i ."‘_ ! b : i
h Lil?‘l‘.‘{. ‘.-.'11,'":3-”-.-',1_’ !'-.f‘.‘l--‘lr' ™

Caze 179, Brentwood, Cal, July 28, 1956—The Qak-
land Tribune reported that a three hour search failed to
solve the mystery of a “sparkling green light” which ap-
pearad to land in an orchard. Six residents and an Oak-
land wvisitor reported to the sheriff’'s deputy that at 6:55
p.m. Saturday they saw a “green flash going through the=
sky and then fall or land in the orchard. Television re-
ception was reported temporarily interrupted at that
arproximate time. Four sheriff's deputies and severzl re-
serve officers searched a sguare mile area at the “land-
ing spot” but found nothing. Officials at Oakland Airport
and Hamilton and Travis AFB's said they knew of no
planes in the Brentwood sky at the time."

1 900
California
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No Case (Information Only) 30 July 1956
between Port Austin & Bad Axe M ich

e e—— TRES TR s i e —_—
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Case 178, between Port Austin and Bad Axe, Mich,
July 30, 1956—We quote from The Saginaw News, in
part: Huron County Deputy Sheriff Fred Cubernuss and
Williamm Qravlin, announcer for staticn WLEW, Bad Axe,
reported seeing a luminous object about 500 ft. in the air,
traveling very fast. Both men, traveling together, said the
object was visible for about 10 to 15 seconds. Cubernuss
said later that the Sherirf's ofiice had reccived two reports
of other strange lights at 9:05 znd 9:35 p.m, moving 1n a
southerly direction. Earlisr reports were received of a
large rapidly moving colored light spotted in Saginaw,
Gratiot, Midland and Clare Ccunties. The Burt GOC re-
ported the light shortly after midnight. The object was
described as red, white azd Dlue, moving rapidly. A State
Police trooper said the iizght was too large and moved too
fast to be an airpiane. Air Force F-89's flew to the area

§
to search at 1:53 a.m. but did not report finding any l
objects.” I
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