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\.. AN Smbey-colored object was ovserved

visually with / X 50 binoculars near the

horizon towards E. S#. This object, the

piper size of a pinhead, remained in

ight for approximatelyi hour.

+. Two pilots cf a local AF interceptor

juadron who were vectored to the srea

ceturned arter a 45 minute search.

Nothing found. Both stated, however,
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‘3. (Continued)

hour, and moved in a SE. South direction. This coincided wito tne general location,

slevation and movement of Mars for the one hour perfod in question. (NOTE: Mars,

right and rei, was making the closest approach to the barth in 32 years.)

Jigual Airborne: The two AF pilots who vere vectored to seurch the area, temained alort

ror 45 Minutes. Both stated that 4 very bright star was observed near the horizon to the

ist, which, quoting these pilots could be mistaken for 2 UFU by visual observers.

\stronomical: Of considerable significance is the fact tist am annual meteoric shower,

he Perseiis, wis in prominence at tnat time (1li-13 August). Tue first reporse (TT-465 )

tates conclusively that ground observers reported that there was an unusual amount of
g hn a

yti tie S Vial S : the sky A that tim - ig pH und Ub ted. ‘ tScountes 4, Some oO. lf
t ba in 

\

statements or wsround observers that jquote) .. ob Jects. traveled at terrific speeds,
topping, and then changing course immediately....-

° 3 2% ; «& . + .

ric showers may have contributed to the st@it 2S
te ee ea,

~~

stro-Blectron.c: The part that metec 2

sported tor «nese periods cannot be determined conciuslive.y. sowever, meteors can

- duce rac, S2 revi rns because te it. am Seas mw Ve wee » pee, 7 as _— : ite — - oo a

arscone

LUSIN: On the basis of the above, anu the iimited fata provided, there is u
os

JTTPe eee retson to conclude that the radar UFO signtings wer Ova? nan the resvuit of

1eTIGALC : azation, which coincided sa o6er Valin. bNLI 5» vl ) 1e
sec no cise, A wg Kin’ - Bee Sailers cares neg seamen

* . " oe 2 : a ne . —_ se

advertant attempt to relate ail tne | fations ig not comaered ’
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REPORT NRo: IR-1-56 EXTRACT "A* UNCLASSLFLE&D Bis8

ORIGINATING AGENCY: 81st Fighter Bomber Wing, Sngland BeCa i)
DATE OF DOCUMENT: 6/31/56 pacwe 2025624

SUBJECT: (Unclassified) Unidentified Flying Objects Reporting (UFOR) REFERENCES

ENTRIZVAL INTO: &4EAI/1 + England/--------/UP0B/----------

Most si.jnificant are the reports of three courses of UFC3S tracked on the Bentwaters

SCA Radar. inese UFOBS flew courses as follows: 1 group of 12 to 15 YOooS Flue a point &

niles SW of Sentwaters to approximately 40-45 miles NE of Bentwaters at an estimated speed of

30 to 125 miles per hour; a single UFOB was tracked by the Bentwaters from avyproximately

25 miles SZ of Bentwaters to anproximately 15 miles Na of Bentwaters a} a speed estimated at

were than 4,000 miles per hour; a third UFOB was reported as tracked bj the Bentwaters OCA

from appreximstely 20 miles 3. of Bentwaters fiying a westerly course to about 90 miles west

of Beatwaters at an exceptionally high speed. )

The GCA Operators makin, these radar si-htings were of the opinioh that malfunctions of
~ = a! T3954 + > ] 4 > at aa & & »
2 G0a Bgquipeent cid not cause these radar siszhtingse

ey Pt i ard: ‘ > wae ne ow Z ‘ Pram rere raat ney A tn if > Ges Sas- & oe LiVart iS infor TMA -i0n NAS Oootal ye : > ge’ BT SAE Pet a bbs Sb ass LERNec uQ bAL 2 bat G i l»
oo > > 7 - 4 a _— et 29:2 7 anwA waink af ‘ ae aft : a a ont TV a +
ome aters, > Se 2a -Oncernain, Ya 44i anu e aU So Sighting ws Uniden ifi ; lying Ub): ‘ Li
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SPORT NRe: Tk-1-56 | EXTRACT "A UNCLASSIFIED BEB

3/Set Gar
{CEOn 27 August 1956 the following information concerning subject Un aenti rica’ Fylde

“ojects was received from S/Sgi Control Tower Shi!rr Chief, 126kth AACS
“quadron, RAF Station Bentwaters, and.

Sgt GD |=: 00000 that his attention was first called to the object by its position,
size and unususi colore He was also aware that the Bentwaters GCA was) tracking Unidentified

Bs Objects ty radar at this timee Sgt dhheeth ce scrivee the UFOB «8 spherical and the
ze of a pin-heod held at arms length. He sishted only one object which was described as

ber coler shen first observed later changin: to bluish-white. No dipcernable details aroe Yl

“satures were coserved amd no sound from the object was noted. Sgt 4rbaht sighted the object
Ti n

com the Sentwalers Control -ower visually with the aid of 7 « 50 power binocularse Time of=

5

a

.s

‘

“is sighting was >eplieen (21202 and’ 22202,'13 Au ust, 1956. He indicate? that 2 object was
ee‘ ne “eee, ———

ret observe: at aboute 10? elevation toward +! 1 Soutth easd. The obieftt was in Sight for
proximately one> nour iiias °Which time it intermittently Ccisappgearedi and reaypeared. At

leested aporovimetelyUb” above the horizon
> Pal -2>

the time of this

© object's és SED DESTANCE,
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“RPORT MRes IHel-56 EXTRACT "A"

Sst stated that 12 to 15 unideatified objects wera trac

the Bent

This group was _— up approximately 5 miles

were tracked on the radar scope clearly until the objects

ortheast of Bentwaterse At the latter point on the

sonsiderably on the radar scope. However, the 12 to 15

.mbles NE. of Sentwaters. At the a

reup appeared to converge iato one very

were a:

course these

objects were

pproximate 40 mile range

ge objec

~-

‘

tr] 2) 4

3 a"
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reer than a 5-36 atreraft due to the s:ze of the Blip on the radar

e individual ate vl seemed to converse into one larse object, the

main ecetienary for 10 to 15 minutes. The large object then

ailes then stooped its movement for 3 ta 5 wimutes then noved north

i Secpees

ich were in : pepe formation with aa estimated 1-v et se;
formation. the other objects were scattered behind the lead fo!

srvyalisa wi e whole zsroup Simultanecusly covering a 6 t< niis

slidation into ome object (0 miles N.=. of Bentwaters. Course ?!

sts had 3 t deviations from S. Ss Nebbe

Szr a :cded that th 2biects appeared as normal targets

smal chec’s ic3e to Qetersins possigte malfunction of the GCA rada:
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SBPORT NRot TR-1256 EXTRACT "A* UNCLASSI TIED BEB

Yo [ATICNR. 293034
sroup movedat the rate of between 80 and 125 miles per hour. ry
computed this speed by using the range margias on the GCA scope. prem

.

~ me oe

Sgt @MBQ added that another UFOS was sighted on the GCA rader a
gust 1956. This object was tracked on the radar screen Por approxim ]

Course of the object beias tracked was from about 30 miles east of Senjwaters to approximate-

ly 25 miles west of this station. Speed of this object was estimated in excess of

,0O0O miles per hour. All radar returns azveared normal on the scope for this object cxcept

‘or the last return which seemed slightly weaker than the rest. Sg explained that
~

2

niet susdenly disappeared off the radar scregn by ragicly moving out of the CCA rediaiion
7” ) with

ately

s)

latterm. Lisht conditions were night. ‘*cath®r was clear with good visibility and licht
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SPORT .NRe: ihel-56 | EXTRACT "a"

' o : i f - ~ ’ 5 ee ‘ ts ton i. "The unidentified flying object was picked up at an estimated AF NR. aa —
5 to 30 miles

ourse of 205?

east sgouth-east of Bentwaters and flew 4 constant PEPORE NCE= ? ’

ca the vanishing point on the scope ich wa3 15 ta 20 piles west north-west

UNCLASSI¥ IED 5EB

Tene 276)
ATIC NR. 5634Loe al a+ eres oes

oe

Airman Vacenre estimated the speed of this objectBeatwaters

‘9 be in the vicinity of 4COO miles per

speed of the

fete chohagys 2

ompa Geo

av am undetermined altitude.

hour. This ew was calculoted by comparin. the

ds that

thet some then = the speed of the object could be
ject on ve Gva scope with sp

fact that

ded

each time the GCa aanpene completed a revolution th

operator is familiar with on the

aw
the Blipv Pees

The GCA antenna chmpletes a revolution

lear with unliuited visibility.
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SIGHTING LETTER e

USAF- RETIRED

Dear Sir: 2

Reference your UFO Study: you probably already have this item in

your file, but, in case you don't, | will briefly outline it and you can

contact me for full details if you want them.

| retired (20 years service) 1 April 1967 from the USAF. I have

placed my name, rank, and serial number at the top of the page if you want

to check on my authenticity. | was an Air Traffic Controller throughout

‘ my service career and utilized radar the last 16 years in the controi of

‘ Air Traffic. 1! won't bother listing the types and locations, although |

could supply al! this is needed.

: | have never mentioned this incident, as | was pretty sure it is

~ considered (or was) classified, and the only reason | feel free to give you

details is because you are an official government agency.

In 1956, sometime between January and September (I can't remember

the exact dete or month), | was on duty as Watch Supervisor at Lakenheath

RAF Station, England (a USAF base) in the Radar Air Traffic Control Center.

ft was the 5:00 p.m. to mianicnt shift. | had either four or five other

controllers on my shift. ‘| was sitting at the Supervisor's Coordinating

desk and received a call o- che direct jine (actually, I'm not sure which

line it was). Amyway, it wes Sculthorpe GCA Unit calling and the radar

operator asked me if we hee &@ targets on our scopes travelling at 4,000 mph.

They said they had watchec « tarset on tne!lr scopes proceed from a point 30

or 40 miles east of Scuitrccne to a point 40 miles west of Sculthorpe. The

target passed directly over Scu thorpe, Engiand RAF Station (also an USAF

Station). He said the toxer resorted seeing it go by and just appeared to be

ablurry light. A C47 fi 7 over the base at 5,900 feet altitude also

reported seeing it as @ >lurres ‘ight that passed under his aircraft. No

report as to actual distsrce ow the aircraft. | immediately had al}

controllers start scanninc te redar scopes. | had each scope set on a

different range - from i° 2s to 200 miies radius of Lakenheath. At this

time | did not contect enyore oy telephone as ! was rather skeptical of this

re>ort, We were using Ff. ‘Tl on our radar, which eliminated entirely all

ground returns and onary targets. There was very little or not traffic
=" 2

recali. rowever, one controller noticed a

te fopes about 20 to 25 miles southwest. This was

unusual @$ a stationary tarset should have been eliminated unless it was

moving @t a speed of et least 40 to 45 knots. And yet we could detect no

movement at 2!l. We watched this target on all the different scopes for

several minutes and |! called the GCA Unit at Lakenheath to see if they had this

tarcet on their scopes also. They confirmed the target was on their scope in

the same geograpnical location. As we watched,the stationary target started

oving.at a speed of 400 to 600 mph in a north, northeast direction until it

reached a point about 20 miles north northwest of Lakenheath. There was no

slow start or build-up to this speed - it was constant from the second ii

Startec to move until it stopped.

| called and reported all the facts to this point, including Sculthorpe

GCA's initial report, to the 7th Air Division Command Post at London. They

in turn notified 3rd Air Force Command Post and nad them hooked into the
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line. | also hooked in my local AFB Commanding Officer and my Unit (AFCS

Communications Squadron) Commander on my switchboard. And there could have
been others hooked in also that | was not aware of. 1 repeated all the facts

known to this point and continued to give a detailed report on the target's

movements and location. The target made several changes in location, always in

a straight line, always at about 600 mph and always from a standing or

stationary point to his next stop at constant speed - no build-up in speed

at all - these changes in location varied from 8 miles to 20 miles in length -

no set pattern at any time. Time spent stationary between movements also

varied from 3Q or 4 minutes to 5 or 6 minutes (possibly even longer as | was

busy answering questions - listening to theories, guesses, etc. that the

conference line people were saying. This continued for some time. After |

imagine about 30 to 45 minutes, it was decided to scramble two RAF interceptors

to investigate. This was done | believe by 3rd Air Force calling the RAF and,

after hearing what the score was, they scrambled one aircraft. [The second

got off after as | will mention later.)

The interceptor aircraft took off from an RAF Station near London and

approached Lakenheath from the southwest. Radio and radar contact was

established with the RAF intercept aircraft at a point about 30 to 35 miles

southwest of Lakenheath inbound to Lakenheath. On initial contact we gave

the interceptor pilot ali the background information on the UFO, his (the

interceptor) present distance and bearing from Lakenheath, the UFO's (which
was stationary at the time) cistance and oearing from Lakenheath. We explained

we did not know the altitude of the UFO but we could assume his altitude was

above 1,500 feet and below 29,000 feet, cue to the operational characteristics

of the radar (CPS-5 type racer, | believe). Aliso we mentioned the report
From the C47 over Sculthorpe that relayec =ne story about the light which

passed below Sim. His sitituce was 5,000 ‘eer.

We immediately issued readings to tne interceptor to guide him to the

UFO. The UFO remsinec stationary throughout. This vectoring of the intercept

aircraft: continued. We continually geve the intercept aircraft his heading

to the UFO enc nis distance from the UFO et approximately | to 2 mile intervals.

Shortiy efter we told tne intercept aircraft he was one-half mile from the UFO

and it was *welvero'clock from nis position, ne said. ''Roger, Lakenheath, I've

got my guns locked on him.'' Tnen he pausec anc said, ‘Where did he go? Do

you stili cave nim?'' We replied, "Roger, it appeared he got behid you and

he's sti!’ =xere. (There were now two tarsets; one behind the other, same

Speed, ver. close, but two sepsrate distinct targets.

Tne first movement by the UFO was so swift (circiing behind the

interceptor). { missed it entirely, but it was seen by the other controllers.

However, the fact that this had occurred was confirmed by the pilot of the

a! interceptor. The pilot of the interceptor told us he would try to shake the
UFO enc would try it again. He tried everything - he climbed, dived, circied,

etc., but tne UFO acted like it was glued right behind him, always the same

distance, very close, but we always had two distinct targets. [Note: Target
resolution on our radar at the range they were from the antenna (about 10 to

30 miles, ail im the southerly sectors from Lakenheath) would be between
209 and 600 feet probably. Closer than that we would have got one target from

botn aircraft and UFO, Most specifications say 500 feet is the minimum, but |
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believe it varies and 209 to 600 feet is closer to the truth and, in addition,

the tuning of the equipment, atmospheric conditions, etc., also help determine

this figure.

The interceptor Pilot continued to try and shake
minutes (approximate - it seemed longer both to him and us). He continued

to comment occasionally and we could tell from the tonal quality he was getting

worried, excited and also pretty scared,

He finally Said, "| 'm returning to Station, Lakenheath. Let me know if

he follows me. |! im getting low on petro]." The target (UFO) followed him

only a short distance, as he headed south Southwest, and the UFO stopped and

remained Stationary. We advised the interceptor that the UFO target had

Stopped Foliowing and was now Stationary about 10 miles south of Lakenheath,

He rogered this message and almost immediately the second interceptor called

US On the same frequency, We replied and tol¢ 
i

we had a radar target,
[He was not on radar at this time, probab]low for us to pick him “UP, OF too far sway ~ we had most of the scopes on
Short range, s0 we could watch the ufo closely on the smaller range.) The
number two interceptor ceiled the number one interceptor by name (Tom, Frank -

Whatever his name was) -ac 3)ene esxed him, "Did you see anything?" Number one

replied, "| ssw Something, but I'I1 be canmec if | know what it was."" Number

two said, "What happeres? ‘umoer one said, "de (or it) got behind me and

| did everything | could -- pehin i
~ =9 Gt oehindg Aim and | couldn't, It's the dammdest

2r 
i

’ 
uns N@ G'1SO made a remark at this time to Number

two, that he had his reder “SEG ON whetever it was for just a few seconds

SO tnere was Somethins the-e thet WES SOlic Sumber one then switched

Frequencies to his home pase Frequency We Save Number 2 the location of the

UFO and advised him 2 '! GIGN't vAave him on radar, but Probably would

have shortly. He Geile ering for some seconds and then finally s

tis 

>? . -

- “se 
; 

aid,

LaKenneath 
: e |r'Cation, al rerafe 9)] Sign) can't remember

" 

‘+ 

9 n

e

 

. 

- 

. 

° 

°

WNSC Cail sign these = “erst were usias. Keturning home, my engine js

Maifunctioning," me then ie*t our Frequency

“rOushout tr 2t all the a és, 7th Air Division, 3rd Air Force,

etc., a S€d on eve -", €very word that was Said, everything,

CVeN INGui res Ssction they wanted to taxe., They had no more

SUgSESticons ang Fi- t ‘Old us to jus; Keep Watching tie Carget and jer

tnem kric enyt G¢ peneg. The targe Nace @ coupie more short moves

then left o. recar coveres 1 @ north Y direction Speed still abou: 600 aph,

we 108 target outbounc te ré Morth et about 50 to 60 Miles, which is normal

if aircraft: or target is at an altitude be] 2,000 feet (because of the
radiation lobe of tract type radar). We HOtitied 7th Air Division Command Post

enc tney saia they'd te everyoody for us.

' "86€ Out a written report on al! this, in detail for the Offices in cnarce

of my faecilit » 899 was told that unless | was contacted later for any
rurther formation, he would take care of it. | don't know if a CERYIS report
SS suomitted on this or not - heard no more about jt.

'' Speeds in this report were calculated speeds based on time and

cistence covered On radar. This speed was calculated many times that evening
end although this happened quite awhile 4go, the bas j Cc ele Mn t > @Fe correct .
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Hope this helps in some small way to assist in your UFO investigation.

West

fAsTw

ntercept ps sy RAF Intercentor - point also at which

PAF pilot renortea ragar gunsignt locked on UFO.

Pa ONG agiTe RTE TLCFe oRge
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Th Redemali
Nox 9793
Lizdth FAG (e

VrignteFattersen A FB,

Ohio

of November 1956

wey
WR Oe:

Smithsonian astrophysical

40 Garden Streat

Cambridge J5s Massachusetts

Observatory

Dear Dr. yuck:

Reference is made +o mY le
t

that 1 would send you the finalized
 materi

closed you will find «Fr 112 on the Pinal 
investigations regar

tex of 20 Novenbder 1956 in which Tt atabeda
al on the lLakenheata casee 

Ine
ding this signtinge

I nave ineludec 4 rouga plot of %43 taree reade
r and one vyianual observae

tions of he signtings. This should ve cf sone help for your review and 
¢ ome

ment. These signtingse io my opinion, sanaot bs considered
 43 concurrent 1%

j te3 three widely

respect Su Gimee “ha separa%s report of sach observer indica
t

+ py smerican airplanes, which
 lasted

Aivergen: *TackSe An attompted iatercsp

for 45 minutess oroducea 2° physical syidence o
f any Urd in the areae The

visual olservution leads me to delievs that the obs
erver was seeing Marse AiSso%

hgre aoyears +9 nave veen sone contact \i do not wi
sh to use the word ‘eolLlusion® }

between 623 ovarato? of two racar stations since th
ey both atate speed of oxactly

LOCO Me pers .* roo ration and

1. thererore, 226% our sricinal analyses of enomal
ous prope

3 I wikLl considsr thig case ol 4 yunon Tre-
re2

agsronomical Lo mere -- Less vorrecte

ceipt oF our final cumin’, 3% waics <ime I will mxe & aonmpiled, final cone
slusion for tas air Surc

ee

a word concernicy ous proposed visit. As things are now *» eems imeq-

probable “uss AY plans can be made before the mi
ddis

Sincerelys 
‘

oo

2 Inecls

ial



nate ba a
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peor cay) ee) (Mg

\

? 
,

,

' &* Vw
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i .

“Wusgaer: iieport Tor analysis - &- topiaeR aac \
‘

Lakenneutig 
\
}

\

.

i, otbtached nerewith is ALIR-ley6, snghans (inclosure
 s 1), conteining por-.~

yeghea th-Ucntwaters sighting which wo
s reported GO 5.48

sa a request for immediate evo lua tion by Heaaquerters

Usak. 4% is pelieved %.15 yoporsS is in yesvonse to Sie Ce
nter's request for ode

so Anelosure 2 de
ditional information \~

2. On tae pasia of +28 daforsation availabl
e a6 thes tine

clusion that tas sighting, ¥as the result of 
ana lous pro pegath

bility of sertain aebcoric gnowers, wileh 
were srominent during toe

date, & eontributiag Tact
ore

fn

on Wi

’ deadjuarters Vass nes expresses. a desire for an ex
puud tious

yaluation re,arding t.is v6 pighbing (Inelosure «2s if is requested that thas
rejarts be soviewed, Sogesaer with tne origi

nal tse *TM
a

at 2 aore fira concLucio
ne

ike & rouge pilot of the thres reser and ore viguel observe b.on tna
ieate thu.t

the aigoasings cannot ve ccongigersce +5 soneurrens 
with TM& ,yeet to tine, \.nelosure

fyhge 4 forty-five minube seuTeh of sae area by a lread inve regps 6.uecron proe
wees ao physical evicente oF Bay uo dentifies abject in t£s6 skye 7

: f - 5 ’ : y" 2] = s5Le

je ,bbuchkee fox 5 ous ans beyer a Poets is Un CV eens| y Ce whee ale Te a Dp.e
ita represents an 4 roach to +a8 ivhtings .-+*> ‘ily if stbromomisalh ane

astro 2 sicad giewpolnt fram sae available at tant Giare $ may %

Bai. tance ia your syare
all 3664



Be Ne MENTEST ti Ree oery

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 2i. Sept 56

SUBJECT: (U) Lakenheath-Bentwaters UFO Sighting ~- - Review and Comuaent

by Dre Je Ao Hyneke

le On 13 begheuber 1956, at the Harvard Astrophysical Observatory,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, Dre Hynek and the undersigned heid discussions

regarding this case. All teletype messages and the various factors and

aspects were treated in some detail.

‘2. Dre Hynek was in agreement with the undersigned'’s comment to the

SAC Commander in “ngland and Headquarters USAFE, considering the many
variables and other seemingly conflicting data involved in the UFO repat.

3e Upon receipt of this sighting, Dre Hynek was unavailable to re-

view this report as one of the applicable USAF consultants normally re-

quired in cases of this kind. Dr. Hynek was en route to Harvard Universi-

ty from the U. S. Astronomical Society Conference held in Berkley, Calif.

ke The following action was taken in attempt to resolve this matter

to a better conclusion:

@e Copies of all teletype messages from England were left in

the custody of Dr. Hynek (deposited in safe for classified waterial as-

signed Dre Fe Ee Whipple, Director of Astrophysical Observatory). A hand

receipt signed by Dr. Hynek was obtained for the UFO case file.

be. Dr. Hynek will discuss the matter with Dr. Whipple who is

now in Spain on IGY matters, and with Dr. Gereld Hawkins, Sritish astro-

physicist, now with the cbservatory in Cambridge. Dr. Whipple is consid-

ered tne foremost authority on radio echces and other radioeradar aspects

of astronomical bodies in the world. With Dr. Hawkins participating as an

interested party (the unusual UFO sighting being observed over England),

the conference should produce something of note. This conference arranged

by Dre Hynek will oe at no expense to USAF.

oa ¢ .fsa
Captain, U



+ Sele peilinteth dnl teas heel e CE Es moe De =' eB ON RIND TILEY Gali saieneniemnratinenitiel

3 
' e 2 ; y

< i ee eeree nS ee| f/
, ee Soe 06» sctutoulliis diidshediisk PS 

7 £ ;

Nie ifm > ee » Fa Sal POCA T /
1 PATH bint eS tae HIM Kerri }

e deen ~e ime Sep
[scsi nc nna ce werereeenee pean atone 00+ .rte ore "BET tea —-

: 1a a + : RY COntra 
he

ror ” betsy !

CR v : 13 aah 9 Oe Pw i
} A AF 

:

vr : " a to ; ' TM
3 a _ on’ » wb

“y ‘ 4 >
4 As : “ *

er * ss Bosbsr i PURRSS 327 VO as be
: ~%#2 4 ‘ a) > .
5

’

Peon ATE (8 MEPG : :
i eae * 

2 m

{ 
~ * ** -

{ " T 4 * 27 1) 31) at ; ’ 5 :

; Ys 5 7 Hf as TAG RS a Aug e a

| 
' ‘

5 —_—_— -—- - aan - > . ” - -

; i“ « .

+A hw Price Pa 4 ova 5

;

; qj . +mroe Wyo righ ~) 1 poy) a
| wi rsonnal, Bentiwatare, England B |
’ y t

‘

; + ~-© : - one mo . 1. -
eevee - ae ~~ e+ ome - anstils ‘ ; . <7 :

1 wes del f Subswelr, prevrenue eoorts, ets ese }
t 

’

.

|

a % d 7 a J

Suyplec” ispac? J ve title ao un wal fener!’ a for separates euyec.s

’ '

Si w4aAe te tonery which #A ghts the aa’; fa ‘a aercetive report tha gi :

M ; : | a] ping f o
wriaaet , : can, be fully ataties ° AF Pore® lid i's sotlepures, ft sdang vd er a «“ -

P - f " ? 2¢ :

20 : ow i AL St 19/ =] Uniaaentsi.itea
ta Pathe eh D i wet © ~s/ s

‘ . w
m

w
e :

z

i

4

iveshass

6 ETO sin } wiles Si of Secoteatar 2 a ppod xia ls.
- 

ff

. » ; ia ,

t La. if 33 2 “ _ “2 a %.. | 3 i
, of Denswaters 6% 42 aieca 28, . .

. : 
‘. 3 > ~ ~ .

: rie Bg T : cs
< . ve « . . 3 - — a aw s éb mom oo ‘Sw TPs \* ea bast 3) 4 ~ - J

ake 
.

' " *- ' - % . “> o . | t33 @d ; 4 °
. ery | 23 aa ‘ . ee Aa

7 ’ : 2.¢ :
2 4 ¥ tig . -*

— ® : ird . °Z toc ~ CY acaec

. Ler OV “ ' em S - .

. r= ‘ 
; .

a wm | ; r 4 Leak q ‘
he *) } ' ae | ;

> * — =". 

2 ;

j * we SAace —% 52.4 7 < “ee > ’
as : 43 : i

a & &

—_
° 

: 4

aa by e yowe
. 

_- ~

— — i

4 ‘ : f " z aa Taner 2
. S . .

e
e

e
s

e
e
e
e
e
 
e
e

. - : :

. * 7 7 ; ~
rem yt £ 5 db : Ns \ " ~ @ 3

. = 
=

i iy ‘ ts jes 4 e / iz ; y
; ‘ - , -_ a Py ) ‘ 3s 3 . “>

;

;

' ° ” z's
ns ;

: . od
, acs -¢

e 22 sar J
»?

n

4 ; , i

: 
te . ~ . -

ee 
°

‘ i ) ar : ,

: ud TM

} , = a “

4 ~ 41/7 = ;
> al >

Q Le

" .’ ’.

> .

>

apy?

.

-“

“.

;

Me

be *

vores

. -

oe +2

oe ter. an

2"
;

”~

.
7 5

~s

TM

*

;

-

al

: ,

ne
34

e
*?

” 42o

——a

We

y

3 ‘

4

‘

prac

Se

-
“
_
—
s
*

e
e

e
v
e
s

v
o

w
n

SI



. ‘ " “i

d+ - ‘ : P ‘ .

te eh?& * vf

“ ‘ oy fie . .r .
r mil's . : a2 ‘

“~BsPRay : »p 1O0L Yona ta

, _ ~ ~

iT Ls reo Te Was ; x TOM ow

be }y .f" - . yay
" . Vi Re “. > nae ,

: 4 b * + eo om ;
hes me J a ie)om © ach , YL 3

lor *

. “

wr . ¥ 
:

J 7
a4 > — .A

secs Wlhic 28.862". ee oe\ ve
-

- . s+ y

Siul ch. Oo Ga : sit & Ohi.
‘

iyo ; : — " +1

a ‘ : A «0 4 a,2\

” iw T .

eh Yow - -

: >t

P ¢

9 > ' J i

A rs aw" - “4 ;

“i ————

we ' _- 
.

J Ak ie bm vy

|

‘

,

7

.

‘ ‘ 4

s+. . - ) eo .

. An > .oTM, @ a? 1X oso

* 
4. . : te

* a .

: J < . 4 - : j re
.- . -~ ad ° - ~ t-

’ > » o oy ;
< J& wre COOPER Tea wn.

i . de Pe} as :

; ae! é vw. 4 eres Wi BN :

4 . . » .
7 7) - ~ - ; _ ’ wet

: ad .
' : : y : “a

‘, “ scx . : et}

o : °

e : a* a} TM a + -* Bre 7

mee ,*
és . “ =<

.

. . ‘” »

» 2

. a)

* > . ~ +]

7 “

2 ~“ -

a2 at

4

merDd wok

f
e
e
t

w
e

V
e
a
e
s
s

L
E
 

T
L
 

T
L
L
 

S
A
T
S
 
A
 
S
S
 
-
 

S
S
S
 
t
 
S
S
 
S
 
R

 G
R
R
 
a

L
O
L
O
L
 

L
E
S
 
T
S
 
N
T

 E
L 
A
 

R
e
 
R
N
 
a
 

oe
 

a
 a
a
h
 m
e
,

- 
o
e



/

, a"

'

7

& at | A ep, a < ,

.

i¢ 4 r e
i é ‘ ees 4

} “

; 2 P

2 - Soar 5872 ‘ Oo tm 2

' 7 3 wef sal #) mo) ’

- Y |

ee ae - an aed

; qq Roa ‘es * | ¢ Rd ~
; UGB = : ie ,onas

9
cz
)

- . s
z

ca
y

> > . 7
. 
2 V
v € s W
w

1

- . #5 7”| « - ~~ fa > + +> . P& ~
i PA . ‘ 3 8 to » 2 $.5.2a4 = »} 4

-“* » a

i “3 > 4 . Lee ; -" ¥ a 7 we ed
-o ra en Ve UG a ey biw DIW Whe

msm the ecope for thie

gotaiy weaker than the reat,

SQ Treen oF

—
 
e
e

al ~ o > 7
 

.

) + &

o
m
e

 
o
n
e

v
3 T
M
~

Pa
d

C
G

c
e

e
e

— “
4 r -

—
—
-
 
=

‘ < > cu & .

: ‘
i .

. ’

: > ‘s. @ny.3
: 4

j

» i9ters :

‘ ef .

: "3..% 33

1 : tre

pe sed 3 BGA :

. - ‘> >
~ 6 ~ oe g

Brl.e <i 2 % ww

: :

t on ¥

4

~ . .
j ® : o ST “

;

r) “_TM ot + ? . =] Be

} >
| . _ . oars

°

‘ P

| : s
; ; x t . ‘

. - as bs A ig : H ; 4

— :
~ BY a 2 é

; 

Maw i

; 4 .

/ R. 202 et Stee fd , * y i Ps" 4 - a ; “4

- > f= av + ; ¥ > ~~ 

of

rar: > 27° a>) re ET ; >

; . af rs F iy : sd; J sit p34 VTS “4 : : : 5

: . a : _ . ; ; 4
: 43 ’ , aes — = ¥ - : : 5 4 :' we ry 16 BASS , . . a +2 3 ' ‘ soe ° . : [

‘ ~ tT + baa Rats 292% y 6 ‘ «4 ring, @

~
 
e
e
e
 

c
e

:

¢ me .
f # 2 >* \e

¥ . at | . a >

3 f ,

BJ :



2

~

o
o

v



SUBJECT:

fe:

UFO society#s and other “publicity artists* would make of such an incident.

It is, therefore, of great importance that further information on ths techni-

cal aspects of the original observations be obtained, without loas of tim

from the original observers.

Dre J. Allen Hynek

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

USAF UFO Scientist-Consultant

17 October 1956
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SUBIECT: (C) Evalustion of Lakenheath Reports (Cont)

6. Meteors, however, as pointed out by Capt Gregory, cau lead to radar

returns because of the ionization of the gases in their trail. Accordingly,

it would be extremely important to know whether the Bentwaters and Lakenheath

radars have ever in the past observed meteors on their scopes and, if so, how

such returns differ from the blips reported here.

7» Dr. Whipple and the writer discussed the Lakenheath incidsnt at
length and Dr. Whipple pointed out immediately the statement that "radars re-

ported these facts to occur at later hours than the ground observers". This

statement needs clarification inasmuch as it contradicts other portions of

the report which indicate that at least at certain times visual and radar

sightings were simultaneously.

8 Dre Whipple stated that as far as the report at hand is concerned, no

obvious physical solution is suggested. He deplored the inadequacy of the

typical UO report as a scientific document. He further stated that the nature

of such reports is not likely to change and urged that if the Air Force was.

serious in its attempts to resolve this problem, both sclentifically and in

the public mind, that the Air Force do more than continue its passive inves-

tigational attitudes. He sugsested that, as in any scientific procedure,

facts are the raw material from which one mist work and that in general the

investigator in any particular case must assume an active roll in the obtain-

ing of scientific data. In short, Dr. whipple asked the writer whether the

Air Force had ever considered or was now considering the possibility of in-

itieting, for a limited time, an actual sky patrol >y photographic and visual

means of precisely those areas ?rom which the maximum UFO reports oricinate,.

The writer responded that this had ‘nieed been sussested in the past but that

because of considera*ioas of expenses and of possible public nisinterpreta-

tion, !t+ wes abandoned.

9. Dre Whipol: urged thata more modest proposal of the same general

type be considered 2: this time. For instance, ean area frou which numerous

Teports have come in uisht be patrolied by a dozen or so "Pich eye" cameras,

operating automaticaily, which would give a total record of 1) bright moving

objects at night wicnin e given area or sector, A simple *!uing device would

suffice to yleld th= angular rate of objects motion so that five balls (bricht

meteors) could be distinguished from airplanes and from other astronomical

objectsa.

10. The present writer submits that it might be of considerable, poten-

tial use to the Air “orce to be able to state, at some future time, that a

careful patrol of an area "rich in UFO reports" had been patrolled and nothiag

of a mysterious cherscter photographed. This would be especially true if,

during the time of -atrol, UFO reports from untrained observers continued te

come in from that 2reae

ll. The Lakenheath report could constitute a source o: ewbarrassment to

the Air Fores, and should the facts, as so far reported, get into the public“+s -

domain, it is not necessary to point out what excellent use ‘he several docsen
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MEMORANDUM FORRECORD Wau

SUBJECT: (C) Evaluation of Lakenheath Reports

l. The original Lakenheath reports and the preliminary evaluations

made by ATIC were submitted to the undersigned for examination, cvaluation

and comment. Writer requested permission to discuss these with Dre Fe Ls

Whipple, Harvard University, and director of Smithsonian Astronomical Obe-

servatory, in view of the fact that sightings occurred at the time of

Perseid meteors and Dr. Whipple is a world-recognized authority on meteors.

Following comments will accordingly be invited to cover the three points

separatelye

2e It is to be regretted that so unusual a sighting report did not

contain more factual material on which to base an evaluation. The Leaken-

heath report is one of the more unusual UFO reports, involving electronic

and visual observations and subsequent pursuit by fighter planee Yet,

report does not state whether it was definitely established that visual and

electronic sightings referred to same objector even if they occurred pre-

cisely simltaneously. Further, report does not give exact weather infor-e

mation which might enable one to charge weather conditions, with any pre-e

cision relative to "anomalous propagation" such 2s frequently occurs with

radars,

3. It woild be of extreme velue to have indepenicut statements from

— various observers both at Bentwaters and Lakenheathe Heport states

that observers were traffic controllers and intelligence specialists, An

p would be greatly aided byhaving independent statements from such

highly trained observers as the original report indicates the observers

were.

4. The implication of the original report is that the objects were

sighted Similtane-isly by ground-visual, aireslectronic and ground-elece

tronic means. Yet, report nowhere states stellar megitude of visual

sightings or nature of radar blips. Angular rate of motion of objects is

likewise not include.

Se With the scove in mind, *he preliminary reports sudnitted by Capt.

Gregory covers the case as well as it possibly could, under the circune

stances, The present wr! ter, upon more detailed examination of the report,

vang accepting the aoith ations of the original report in the absence of
Specific statements, i3 led to differ somewhat from preliminary report. It

seems highly unlikely, for instance, that the Perseid wateors could have

been the cause of the sightings, especially in view of thea statensat of ob-

servers that sncoting stars were «xceptlonally numerous tht evening, thus

lmplying that they were able to distinguish the two phenousna. Further, if

new credeace can be given to the naneuver of the objects as sighted visually

ani Sy radar, the meteor se must be ruled ont.
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SUBJECT: ieport ror Analysis - UPO Reports from CHICUSAFE, Wiesbade: and

Lokeheath, Bugland

TO: APOLNeLL FROM: APOIN~-)B1 DATE 3140256 COMMENT NO.

Attn: Capt. Gregory PPOINeLELa/or. Bryant/paf/ 72131

1. From the incomplete information submitted, it is impossible make a definite

determinztion of the sources of these sightings. Certain Yscts which ore availedlh .
however, do tend to indicatethet the tergets were duc to weather conditions. for

example, the fact that « muriber of blips eppeared and disappeared futermittently are ;

characteristic of weather returns on radar; this characteristic frequently leads to: )

mistaken observation that one terget has moved at tremendous speed, vere in reality i

one hes faded out or disappeared and another appeared at a different location on the

scope. This elso explains the erratic movement of the supposed turget. Another

characteristic of weather returns is the disappearance of ali the curgets in question ;
at about the same time. This is due to rapid atuwospheric clenges wierein conditions

change from ?-orsble for anomalous propagation to normal conditions

2. The fact that the visuci and radar sightings were not siniitaneous tends to
preclude tic vossibilii: the targets being material targete

3. A more thorough anal

pe complete informationwere available. Pertinent cata which is uccess

nelysis includes scove phovographs, wWeatner information indicating presence or lack of

tewperature iaversion, woisture lapse data, and an accurate tabulstioa of relat

ysis of these UFOsightings would heave been possible ii

imes and riaces of sichtings (as between visual and cliectronic sightings) inis is
% inteniec to inter 2egligen Pr lack = capabilit reportim, rsonuel rch

Sversignts cr omistions are natural duging such tines, <nu dat

be aveilable even if considsre

incls z*. ist . ; ir"s rai

§ Inels w/d-1 - * Colonel, US
Pe cube

~POLlLe niet.

CLASSIFICATION CHANGED To JNCLASSIFIED, EFFECTIVE15 MARCH 1966
TTY OF AWR Oc Dror - : —, “a 9
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‘2. (Continued)

hour, and moved in a SE. South direction. This coincided with, tne general location,

slevation and novement of Mars for the one hour period in question. {ROTE: Mars,

right and rei, was making the closest approach to the barth in years.)

Jigual Airborne: The two AF pilots who vere vectored ta seurch the area, femained tLort

“or 45 minutes. Both stated that 4 very bright star was cbserved near the horizon to the

“ast, which, quoting these pilots "sould be mistaken for 1 UFO by visual observers.
-

1

<stronomical: Of considerable significance is the fact tist on annual metooric shower,
-_ r : : “2 H. : 4 Tt inkt Vahart { Teh “ithe Perseids, was in prominence at tnat time (1li-13 August). fue first report (TT-465)

states conclusively that ground observers reported that there was an unusual acount a

hooting stars in the sky at that time. fhi undoubted:y accounts for some of the

statements of «round observers that (quote) .. objects traveled at terrific speeds,

stopping, and then changing course immediately....."
stro-Blecar onic: The part that meteoric showers may have contributed to the sigitings

sported i or these veriuds cannot be determined conclusively. However, meteors can

roduce radar returns Decause Of tne tun BON: OF: Uuer2 wweoUus Tail, wnhicnr tract on
o rliarsc vt ye
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REPORT NRe: IR-1-56 EXTRACT "A* UNCLASSIFIED BisB
eee

ORIGINATING AGENCY: 8lst Fighter Bomber Wing, Sngland a AATECWR. BGS aaa
DATE OF DOCUMENT: 6/31/56 5h ee SS

SUBJECT: (Unclessified) Unidentified Flying Objects Reporting (UFOR) | RETERENCES

teen eee

RETRIEVAL INTO: 4EAI/1 + England/--------/UPOB/----------

Most si.jnificant are the reports of three courses of UFOSS tracked on the Bentwaters

SCA Radar. ihese UFOBS flew courses as follows: 1 group of 12 to 15 YoOLSS Flew a point &

niles SW of Jentwaters to approximately 40-45 miles NE of Bentwaters aj an estimated speed of

30 to 125 miles per hour; a single UFOB was tracked by the Bentwaters from avproximately

25 miles SE of Bentwaters to anproximately 15 miles Nw of Bentwaters a} a speed estimated at

were than 4,000 miles per hour; a third UFOB was reported as tracked by the Bentwaters GCA

from appreximstely 20 miles &. of Bentwaters fiying a westerly course to about 90 miles west

vo? Beatwaters at an exceptionally high speed.

The GCA Operators makin, these radar si-htings were of the opinioh that malfunctions of

u t cid not cause these radar sizhtingse

wn ae CU : ae ie ode os ~ : ie Ps Fyre os olh 7 nee ee 2 es : 7 Qe, . ;
she TOLLOW les informa -20N WAS OOTAalKBeED J Ton JUGAF Pe! S0RR8i as8 LiKnec to ALI ILAUGAIN,
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3/Set Gar

Tee

‘quadron, RAF Station Bentwater

SgtQD += :00802 that his attention was first called to the object by its position,
size and unususi colore He was also aware that the Bentwaters GCA Was) tracking Unidentified

Tlying Objects by radar at this timee Sgt dhhath se scrives the UFOB «8 spherical and the
3ize of a pin-heod held at arms length.e He sishted only one object whteh was described as

ber coler -hcn *irst observed later changin; to bDluishewhite. No discernable details ar

Peatures were coserved and no sound from the object was noted. Sgt right sighted the odje

-om the Bentwacers Control «ower visuelly with the aid of 7 + 50 power binocularse Time o

“is sighting was cemiieen 22202 and’ 2220Z2,'13 August 1956. He incicateé that the object was
as Fe cee eee aeratenear eee nr ere

me .

iret observed at about, 10? @levation toward thé south eas}. The objept was in sight for

|
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yy during the time of this
_ SS am ~~ . a a -

proximately one hour_dubia; which time it (ntermittently Cisappearediand reappeared. At
-.2 time o* the object's @iserzearance,1¢ wes loeeted aporocimotely(ipo above the horizon

n(Zouth soutl-cesterly direction. Light conditions during sighting?r flusk to nivht. Sgt

with uniimited visi dilli

SE ee tte

rator, 1204th AACS Squadron, RAF Station Bentwaters,-

ormation relative to subject j F )
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<roup movedat the rate of between 80 oad 125 miles per hour. We LATICNR. 293634
computed this speed by using the range margias on the GCA scope. PAE Ee 102902

7? S « ». ;

S3t gy added that another UFOS was sighted on the GCA rader a% about 22002, 12
ugust 1956. This object vas tracked on the radar screen for approximetely 16 secondse
Course of the object beias tracked was from about 30 miles east of Benjwaters to approximate-

ly 25 miles west of this station. Speed of this object was estimated fo be in excess of

,0OOO miles per hour. All radar returns azpeared normal on the scope for this object except

‘or the last return which seemed slightly weaker than the rest. Sgt explained that
Q

~~ w

utiof the GCA radistionniect sucdenly disappeared off the radar scregn by rapidly moving

with good visibility and Lichtatterne Lisht conditions were night. ‘catner was clear with Lic
sae
~+2C Se

i a 2 [énan? ’ 4 - hae — > ~ le : 7 - Vers on yy Yh don€ ~~ + i

5 Aes Gam -...:. vC'u VOBvY AG Vac a. OBEG VOIGeNtIt 16a Y) 2 ae, (VOCs i, o 68
- > oF g. Pat wr on eodnoF q ate . “ . D iv ‘ 3 4 ® —— | 1956 ’ = ,4 ”

.¥ 4 ClLma . /concs e i ~ ‘ ALL, > | 7 JWe 42e 82 Zs ;

- c
r

« po
n
> r
y

i
Q c 2
)

i
, a a ’?

;

s t
w

o
o

m
e
e

’

S
s LF } w <
t

+

i
)
 

‘

¢

o
w ¢

+

¢ C
u

“

t 
A
>
 
6

yavters We Screen [GFT avovoroximarve.s 5 8 bh , p)
7” se 2 ° ~ : m

Pr) 2 T » 4 ry nArwoc “awe & + are ’ + Poe t _ _ 4 iy ehe-s . > ?~— "ieUe i a -~» wal ee a Jb ~' bd sm or eo we eft van vw] P) » Oat Fhe om bl : LA wb ANe ke Ab 7s ‘ ‘

* ans?‘ > 7) T? wander, > NnOint wefare wale. ry the ant . YA jae a@epre :Ate &y wae Ae 42d Ol ne ‘4 mbes © YSiwe @ - 4 . Ags wne @Rviié Prauar Soc tao

9

7 oT Dy

We a as

t ou



‘PORE WRe: | ikel-56 | EXTRACT ‘a’ UNCLASSIFIED BEB
——- man —- . ~ heur DONG: ——

The unidentified flying object was picked up at an estimated atic ne 7
25 to 30 miles east south-east of Bentwaters and flew « constant Poe eee =.
sourge of 295°? ta the vanishing point on the seope which was 15 ta 20 piles west aorth-west

2f Beatwaters at an undetermined Eevee’ Airman Vaccare estimated the speed of this object

co be in the vicinity of 4COO miles per hour. This speed was calculstbd by comparin,. the

speed of the object on the GCA scope with speeds that the operator is familiar with on the
slectronic simulator. A/2S Vaccare alded thet some itea of the speed of the object could be

theompu te. fro: tne fact that each time the GCA antenna completed a revolution the Slip from

“aiS Object moved 4 to 5 miles om the radar awh yt
-

-

The GOA antenna chmpletes a revolution

nce every two secondse

Lts Metz and howee

|

|
|
j
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SIGHTING LETTER’ f Pd

USAF- RETIRED

Dear Sir: ve

Reference your UFO Study: you probably already have this item in

your file, but, in case you don't, | will briefly outline it and you can

contact me for full details if you want them.

| retired (20 years service) 1 April 1967 from the USAF. I have

placed my name, rank, and serial number at the top of the page if you want

to check on my authenticity. | was an Air Traffic Controller throughout

my service career and utilized radar the last 16 years in the controi of

Air Traffic. 1! won't bother listing the types and locations, although |

could supply al! this is needed.

| have never mentioned this incident, as | was pretty sure it is

considered (or was) classified, and the only reason | feel free to give you

details is because you are an official government agency.

In 1956, sometime between January and September (1 can't remember

the exact dete or month), | was on duty as Watch Supervisor at Lakenheath

RAF Station, England (a USAF base) in the Radar Air Traffic Control Center.

!t was the 5:00 p.m. to miacnicht shift. | had either four or five other
controllers on my shift. | was sitting at the Supervisor's Coordinating

desk and received a call on she direct line (actually, !'m not sure which

line it was). Amyway, it wes Sculthorpe GCA Unit calling and the radar

operator asked me if we he. 2°y targets on our scopes travelling at 4,000 mph.

They said they had watchec e« tarset on tnelr scopes proceed from a point 30

or 40 miles east of Scuitrcrne to a point 40 miles west of Sculthorpe. The

get passed directly land RAF Station (also an USAF

r .

i pap He said the tower resorted seeing it go by and just appeared to be
a blurry light. A C47 Fiv'rc over the base at 5,900 feet altitude also

reported seeing it as @ >lsrrec ‘ight that passed under his aircraft. No

report eas to actual distence oe'ow the aircraft. | immediately had al]

controllers start scanning th ecer scopes | nad each scope set on a

different range - from 2s to 200 miies radius of Lakenheath. At this

time | did not contect é ¢ oy telephone as | was rather skeptical! of this

report, We were using f Tl on our radar, which eliminated entirely ali

ground returns and stetionrary targets. There was very little or not traffic

r ur haa on th coses, ss i recali. tiowever, one controller noticed a

the scopes about 20 to 25 miles southwest. This was

u Saunt as a stationary tarset should have been eliminated unless it was
moving at a speed of at least 3 to 45 knots. And yet we could detect no
movement at al). We watched this target on all the different scopes for

several minutes and | calied the GCA Unit at Lakenheath to see if they had this

tarset on their scopes also They confirmed the target was on their scope in

the same geograpnical location. As we watched,the stationary target started

oving.at a speed of 400 to 600 mph in a north, northeast direction until it

reached a point about 20 miles north northwest of Lakenheath. There was no

S start o r build-up to this speed - it was constant from the second Ii

move until it stopped.o o
o‘

rt
e)

| called and reported all the facts to this point, including Sculchorpe

GCA's Initial report, to the 7th Air Division Command Post at London. They

in turn notified 3rd Air Force Command Post and nad them hooked into the
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line. | also hooked in my local AFB Commanding Officer and my Unit (AFCS
Communications Squadron) Commander on my switchboard. And there could have
been others hooked in also that | was not aware of. 1 repeated all the facts

known to this point and continued to give a detailed report on the target's

movements and location. The target made several changes in location, always in

a straight line, always at about 600 mph and always from a standing or

Stationary point to his next stop at constant speed - no build-up in speed

at all - these changes in location varied from 8 miles to 20 miles in length -

no set pattern at any time. Time spent stationary between movements also

varied from 30 or 4 minutes to 5 or 6 minutes (possibly even longer as | was

busy answering questions - listening to theories, guesses, etc. that the

conference line people were saying. This continued for some time. After |

imagine about 30 to 45 minutes, it was decided to scramble two RAF interceptors

to investigate. This was done | believe by 3rd Air Force calling the RAF and,

after hearing what the score was, they scrambled one aircraft. [The second

got off after as | will mention later.]

The interceptor aircraft took off from an RAF Station near London and

approached Lakenheath from the southwest. Radio and radar contact was

established with the RAF intercept aircraft at a point about 30 to 35 miles

southwest of Lakenheatnh inbound to Lakenheath. On initial contact we gave

the interceptor pilot ali the background information on the UFO, his (the
interceptor) present distance and bearing from Lakenheath, the UFO's (which

Was stationary at the time) cistance and oearing from Lakenheath. We explained

we did not know the altitude of the UFO Sut we could assume his altitude was

above 1,500 feet and below 25,000 feet, cue to the operational characteristics

of the radar (CPS-5 type racar, | believe). Also we mentioned the report

from the C47 over Sculthorpe that relayec ne story about the light which

passed below Sim. His sitituce was 5,000 reer.

We immediately issued neadings to tne interceptor to guide him to the

UFO, The UFO remaineo stationery throughout. Ricbh. vectoring of the intercept

aircraft conti nued. We continually geve the intercept aircraft his heading
to the UFO anc nis distance from the UFO et epproximate ly 1 to 2 mile intervals.
Shortiy efter we told tne intercept aircraft he was one-half mile from the UFO

and it was “welvero'clock from his position, ne said. ''Roger, Lakenheath, I've

got my guns iockedc on him.'' Tnen he pausec and said, ‘Where did he go? Do

you stili save nim?’ We replied, ''Roger, it appeared he got behid you and

he's stil! =.ere. (There were now two tarsets; one behind the other, same
Speed, ver. close, out two sepsrate distinct targets.

Tne first movement by the UFO was so swift (circiing behind the

interceptor). 4 missed it entirely, but it was seen by the other controllers.

However, the fact that this had occurred was confirmed by the pilot of the

a’ interceptor. The pilot of the interceptor told us he would try to shake the
UFO anc would try it again. He tried everything - he climbed, dived, circied,

etc., but tne UFO acted like it was glued right behind him, always the same

distance, very close, but we always had two distinct targets. [Note: Target
resolution on our radar at the range they were from the antenna (about 10 to
30 miles, ail im the southerly sectors from Lakenheath) would be between

209 and 500 feet probably. Closer than that we would have got one target from

botn aircraft and UFO, Most specifications say 500 feet is the minimum, but |
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is closer to the truth and, in addition,atmospheric conditions , etc., also help determine

The interceptor Pilot continued to try and shake
minutes (approximate - it seemed longer both to him and us He continued

to comment occasionally and we could tell from the tonal quality he was getting

worried, excited and also pretty scared,

He finally said, "| 'm returning to Station, Lakenheath.
he follows me. | 'm getting low on petroj."! The target (UFO) fo
only a short distance, as he headed south Southwest, and the UFO stopped and

remained Stationary. We advised the interceptor that the UFO target had

Stopped Foliowing ang Was now Stationary about 10 miles south of Lakenheath,

He rogered this messag 
y the second interceptor called

uS On the same freque

i hi d advise him when

we had a r- 

i st 
With his aircraft,

[He was not On radar at thj i 
jus i off and was too

low for us to pick him UP, Or too far sway ~ we had most of the scopes on
short range, so we could watch the UFO closely on the smaller range.) The

number two interceptor iled
ae interceptor by name (Tom, Frank -

whatever his name was) and asked | "OT

Let me know if
Tlowed him

Yid you see anything?" Number one

replied, "| ssw sometn! 
be dammed if | know what it was.'' Number

‘ 

~ 

7 
i

What happeres . 12s "de (or it) got behind me and
rything | coulg -- behing him and | couldn't. It's the dammdest

ve ever seen, 

remark at. this time to Number

two, that he had his -z 
was for just a few seconds

SO there was some thins 

ber one then switched

frequencies to His hone 

2 the location o; the

UFO and advised pin 

radar, but Probably would

have shortly. He Gia 

and then finally said,

"Lakenheath 
: Fi lreraf il sign) can't remember

. ee 

. 
. .

-—" ag nome, my engine js

wnat cail sign these =
Maifunctioning," re

» 3rd Air Force,
everything,

They had no more
hing the Carget and jet
8 couple more short Moves,

speed still about 600 wph,50 to 66 miles, which is normal, Feet (because of the
Air Division Command Post

in detail for the offices in cnarcgeWaS contacted later for any
i | don't know if a CERVIS reporte about ic.

Pi 
“ 
_
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ile iia onik

at8G speeds ed time an

es thet evening
the basic elemen S ere correct.
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Hope this helps in some small way to assist in your UFO investigation.

Carpinteria, California 93013

WEST

“a -ef© © * <f:rcr movement and stopping piace seen on radar

>sint oy RAP Interceptor - point also at which

-ssortec radar gunsight locked on UFO.a

gee is a Mos Mids
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Rox 975
3

Wright-Patterson 
A 3B,

Ohio

of, Noyamber 1956

Dre. Je Allen Hynek

Smithsoniaa Agtrophysical Observa
tory

40 Garden Streat —

Ganbridge 53» Massachusetts

Dear Dre Hyacks

Reference is made to ny letter of 20 Noveuber 1956
 in which t atatbeda

that L would send you the finalized material o2 th
o Lakenheata casee tu-

closed you will find -F lle on the final tnyestigation
s regarding “is gichntinge
an unclassified eategorye

I an velieved to find thas they carr
y it unds?

anamittal aspectse

This, of coursds helps us in poth ‘he ¢c
iacussion and tr

I nave ineludea a rouga plot of %53 three radar
 and one viguel observae

tions of he signtings. Thia should be co? sone help for your review and ¢ ome
site

ment. Thess sightings»ia ny opinisna,. sanaoet be eongidered 43 concurren’s
respect So Gimee tha separates report of sach observer indicates thre

o widely
Aivergen: *TackSe An attompted - srespt by smerican airplanes, which lasted
for 45 alnu tess produced no py ical evidence of any UFO tn the areae
visual olservution leada me to delisvs that the o

bserver was seeing Mardse A+S9>»
tagre appears to 14V8 bsen some con® I b

onzact \i do not wish t
o us }

between (ns operator of two racar 5 sions gince S2ey7 both atate goeed of oxactly
hOco Te Y o) \e

lee

i{cinal analyses of snomalous pro
pagation and

sal, therororss “ha% Our 372

astronomical Lo more <-> Less vorrecte I will consids? this ease closed upon Te~

ceipt oF .ouF final camien’, 3% wale <ime I will mke 4 eonpiled, final con-
alusion for +23 Air Durce

e

. word concernizy ous proposed yisit. A3 things are now it seems ja

probable “os> AY plans on be made before the middi
e of Jemusry-

Sincerelys

Dat Hoag

2 Inecls
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 2. Sept 56

SUBJECT: (U) Lakenheath-Bentwaters UFO Sighting ~ - Review and Comuent

by Dre Je Ae Hynek.

le. On 13 September 1956, at the Harvard Astrophysical Observatory,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, Dre Hynek and the undersigned heid discussions

regarding this case. All teletype messages and the various factors and

aspects were treated in some detail.

‘2. Dre Hynek was in agreement with the undersigned's comment to the

SAC Commander in “ngland and Headquarters USAFE, considering the many
variables and other seemingly conflicting data involved in the UFO repa’t.

3e Upon receipt of this sighting, Dre Hynek was unavailable to re-

view this report as one of the applicable USAF consultants normally re-

quired in cases of this kind. Dr. Hynek was en route to Harvard Universi-

ty from the U. S. Astronomical Society Conference held in Berkley, Calif.

he The following action was taken in attempt to resolve this matter

to a better conclusion:

@e Copies of all teletype messages from England were left in

the custody of Dr. Hynek (deposited in safe for classified waterial as-

signed Dre Fe Ee whipple, Director of Astrophysical Observatory). A hand

receipt signed by Dr. Hynek was obtained for the UFO case filee

be. Dr. Hynek will discuss the matter with Dr. Whipple who is

now in Spain on IGY matters, and with Dr. Gereld Hawkins, Sritish astro-

physicist, now with the cbservatory in Cambridgee Dr. Whipple is consid-

ered tne foremost authority on radio echoes and other radiceradar aspects

of astronomical bodies in the world. With Dr. Hawkins participating as an

interested party (the unusual UFO sighting being observed over England),

the conference should produce something of note. This conference arranged

by Dre Hynek will oe at no expense to USAF.

cot 1 Mner Alte
GEOR T. GREGOR) 2

To~

Cartain, USAF
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SUBJECT: (C) Evaluation of Lakenheath Reports (cont)!

mp

Uro soctetpas and other "publicity artists* would make of such an incident.
It is, therefore, of great importance that further information on ths techni-

cal aspects of the original observations be obtained, without loas of tim

from the original observers.

Dre J. Allen Hynek

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

USAF UFO Scientist-Consultant

17 October 1956



SUBIECT: (C) Evaluation of Lakenheatn Reports (Cont)

6. Meteors, however, as pointed out by Capt Gregory, cau lead to radar

returns because of the ionization of the gases in their trail. Accordingly,

it would be extremely important to know whether the Bentwaters and Lakenheath

radars have ever in the past observed meteors on their scopes and, if so, how

such returns differ from the blips reported here.

7s Dr. Whipple and the writer discussed the Lakenheath incident at

length and Dr. Whipple pointed out immediately the statement that "radars re-

ported these facts to occur at later hours than the ground observers". This

Statement needs clarification inasmuch as it contradicts other portions of

the report which indicate that at least at certain times visual and radar

sightings were simultaneously.

8 Dre Whipple stated that as far as the report at hand is concerned, no

obvious physical solution is suggested. He deplored the inadequacy of the

typical UrO report as a scientific document. He further stated that the nature

of such reports is not likely to change and urged that if the Air Force was =.

serious in its attempts to resolve this problem, both sclentifically and in

the public mind, that the Air Force do more than continue its passive inves-

tigational attitudes. He suggested that, as in any scientific procedure,

facts are the raw material from which one mist work and that in general the

investigator in any particular case must assume an active roll in the obdtain-~

ing of scientific data. Im short, Dr. whipple asked the writer whether the

Air Force had ever considered or was now considering the possibility of in-

itieting, for a limited time, an actual sky patrol >y photographic and visual

means of precisely those areas ?rom which the naximun UFO reports oricinate,

The writer responded that this had ‘nieed been sussested in the past but that

because of considerations of expenses and of possible public nisinterpreta-

tion, i+ was abandoned.

9. Dre Whipol: urged thata more modest proposal of the same general

type bs considered 2: this time. For instance, an area frou which numerous

Teports have come in sisht de patrolied by a dozen or so "Pich eye" camerns,

operating automatically, which would give a total record of a1) bright moving

objects at night wicnin e given area or sector, A simple =!uing device would

suffice to yleld th= angular rate of objects motion so that fire balls (bricht

meteors) could be distinguished from airplanes and from other astronomical

objects.

10. The presen* writer submits that it might be of considerable, poten-

tial use to the Air “orce to be able to state, at some future time, that a

careful patrol of en area "rich in UFO reports" had been patrolled and nothiag

of a mysterious cherscter photographed. This would be especially true if,

during the time of -strol, UFO reports from untrained observers continued te

come in from that 2reae

The Lakenh-ath report could constitute a source o: ewbarrassment to

d Force, and should the facts, as go far reported, «et into the public

domain, it is not necessary to point out what excellent use the several docen
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MEMORANDUM FORRECORD Wu

SUBJECT: (C) Evaluation of Lakenheath Reports

le. The original Lakenheath reports and the preliminary evaluations

made by ATIC were submitted to the undersigned for examination, evaluation

and comment. Writer requested permission to discuss these with Dre Fe L.

Whipple, Harvard University, and director of Smithsonian Astronomical Obe

servatory, in view of the fact that sightings occurred at the time of

Perseid meteors and Dr. Whipple is a world-recognized authority on meteors.

Following comments will accordingly be invited to cover the three points

separatelye
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2e It is to be regretted that so unusual a sighting report did not

contain more factual material on which to base an evaluation. The Laken-

heath report is one of the more unusual UFO reports, involving electronic

and visual observations and subsequent pursuit by fighter plane. Yet,

report does not state whether it was definitely established that visual and

electronic sightings referred to same objector even if they occurred pre-

cisely simultaneously. Further, report does not give exact weather infor-

matioa which might enable one to charge weather conditions, with any pre-e

cision relative to "anomalous propagation" such as frequently occurs with

radars,

~
 
e
e

 
e
e

3- It world de of extreme velue to have indepenicut statements from

the various observers both at Bentwaters and Lakenheathe Heport states

that observerswere traffic controllers and intelligence specialists. An

analyst would be greatly aided byhaving independent statements 7rom such

highly trained observers as the original report indicates the observers

Were.

%» The implication of the original report is that the objects were

sighted Similtanecusly by ground-visual, aireslectronic and ground-elece

tronic means. Yet, report nowhere states stellar megitude of vieual

sightings or nature of radar blips. Angular rate of motion of objects is

likewise not included.

S- With the ssove in mind, *he preliminary reports subnitted by Capt.

Gregory covers the case as well as it possibly could, under the circune

stances, The present writer, upon more detailed examination of the report,

ang accepting the implications of the original report in the absence of

specific statesen’s, i3 led to differ somawhat from preliminary report. It

seems highly unlikely, for instance, that the Perseid weateors could have

been the cause of the sightings, especially in view of thea statensat of ob-

servers that sncoting stars were exceptionally numerous tht evening, thus

Jmplying that they were able to distinguish the two phenouwsna. Further, if

£49 new credeace can de given to the naneuver of the objects as sighted visually

“ @nd Sy radar, t

-*

-

2

“2
_ meteor hypothesis mist be ruled ont.

>LASSIFICAT? SANGED TO UNCLASSIFIED, EFFECTIVE 15 MARC 168 , . h ;

UTHORITY OF AFR 205-1, PA eel? (iL), BY MAJ HECTOR QUINTANILLA, . / pr Vé _
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SUBJECT: i:eport for Analysis - UFO Reports from CINCUSAFE, Wiesbade. and

Lokeheath, Bagland

TO: APOIN-LE FROM: APOIN-451 DATE 31 4n¢ 56 COMMENT NG. 2

Attn: Capt. Gregory APOINehELe for. Bry:nt/paf 72131

1. From the incomplete information submitted, it is impossible 40 wake a definite

determinztion of the sources of these sightings. Certain facts which ore availedle .

however, do tend to indicate thet the tergets were due to weather conditions. Yor

example, the fact that a nurber of blips eppeared and disappeared iutermittently are

characteristic of weather returns on radar; this characteristic frequently leads to vo

mistaken observation that one target hac moved at tremendous speed, v.ere in reality i

one has faded cut or Gisappeared and another appeared at a different lLecaticn on the

scope. This also explains the erratic movement of the supposed turget. Another

characteristic of weather returns is the disappearance of ali the targets in question
at about the some time. This is due to rapid atwospheric changes wierein conditions

change from ?-orable for anomalous propagation to normal conditions

« . P " !

‘act that the visuci and radar sightiags were not siniltaneous tends to

sossibilit; of tne targets being material targets.

3. A more thorough analysis of these UFOsightings would have been possible ii

more complete informationwere availabie. Pertinent cata which is uccessary for sue

dysis includes scope photographs, veatser invorma sion indicating presense or lack of
tewperature iaversion, woisture lapse data, and an accurate tabuletiva of rel«

” . / . . . - y

limes anl ces OF Bichtings (as between visual and clectronic sigitings) This is
> Iu sa- . in “se “* ° Ae aw 7 aA -—anoanhs 144+ oa vary yet? 3? . 7. >
2B S22 90iT23C / iki SF Lo ~i&4 mis aS Jb wea Va eAp Le 6 Bae eee aE IPULiu, IPsONn LO ns 2 h

as Se diebee ed stew tinn at -— 4 — Ar ff } +irese ’
2versigr 2 45s LOWS = Pal Guring sucn CLES, et GUY } ;

> vei ’ a © a > .be aye AS ttBAS L dot INnBLUsPe

j

rade be 7 "

Inclis FN it. &

§ Inels w/d-l - * Colonel, US
ALPOLL =’niet

CLASSIFICATION CHANGESIF ayy Ses | Le casesis Si)
_

: D TO U} D, EFFECTIVE15 MARCH 1965,
AUTHORITY OF AFR 205-1, PARA ol )

3

» BY Maj hicted Quintani]
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