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FILE NOTE

The numbering on this file is somewhat unusual in that the pages appear to be in the
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. From:- Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room-40‘ Fioe

&

-

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date ‘

25 November 1992

e

Thank you for your letter dated 17 November, and for sending a copy of the "UFO
hypothesis and survival questions" paper, by the late Lambros Callimahos. I
would be interested in seeing the article that you are producing; we are alvays
interested in seeing serious research on the UF0 phenomenon.

On another matter, vhen we last spoke, you passed me details of a sighting that
had occurred in Stapleford, Derbyshire. You may be interested to know that we
have still received no other reports that might tie in with what was seen; I
would by now have expected to have received details of any other such sightings.
I wish you luck with your own investigation.

ngs 55246(;1&(? ‘
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~ From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room -@

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Tetephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax}

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
24 November 1992

o

Details of the report that you made concerning the strange object that you saw
in the sky earlier this month have been passed to this office as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish
wvhether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. We accept, however, that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation.

You might like to contact some of the civilian organisations, who may be able to
offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports they may
have received. The details are as follows:

British UF0O Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Recycled Paper

{*pma
el
ity



* * ® “Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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. From: -Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room-

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard}
{Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
23 November 1992

- -

Details of the report that you made concerning the strange lights that you sav
in the sky on 19 November have been passed to this office as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish
wvhether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, or lasers reflecting off clouds. Ve accept, however, that there
will always be some sightings that defy explanation.

You might like to contact some of the civilian organisations, who may be able to

offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports they may
have received. The details are as follows:

British UF0O Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Tel no.

@}9

Recycled Paper
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Quest International

I hope this is helpful.
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SECRETARY OF STATE

2 §: ]

¢ i N R S Ot H

e Py pieSiey - A fVe
4 ;

R MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

Telephone

s
&,

N
%

-
i

Head of A@£{w§ﬁ&ﬁ>

I attach letter(s) which the Secretary
of State has received from members of the
public, and which-have/have not been
acknowledged by this office.

I.should be grateful if you would
arrange for the appropriate action to be
taken, including a reply as necessary. Since
the secretary of State attaches importance to
such letters addressed to him being answered
promptly, any reply should be sent within two
weeks of the date of this minute, 1If,
exceptionally, this should prove impossible
an interim reply should be sent within the
same timescale.

LAW

For APS/Secretary of
tate :
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‘waithag Chnhmq DRIt
s utter Iy riveting that all

atler work spuat wail while ita 4t

y elilents ave digested,
Rife Walley, of London NWG. s

weeking my support for hils cun:
paign against hig ¢ ompulsory re,
tiement from the vl service
back in 1972 on the grounds of
mental illness. Mad (o use his
chaice of word) he may be, hat
e wiites a darped fine Jelter.

He alarts with the nssertion: ‘o

©mm, o was, Juilas Iscariol, aml
Adam (which is a laugh hecause -
i thought e was a’miyth).” wal- ¢
fey explains th'lt he wsed to think
he wag Iosua "Clyrist: Then 1
atruck luclky, Tygns Judas and be
teaving him w.w the only, thm;( o
do.” Jesus, 1t turng oul, s Sibyl !

Galtlich, wife of lelc} q former e
hess at the Mnmhy “of Power,’ g

fternard Gottheh; she is alw\'
“alau, Walley Informs me. e

Heroard Goltlieh, m'anwh:lr“
wneed to be Pontius Dilale. Wnilcy .
writew ] llunk—-—al(honuh l rmH
gz thin—he alao was: fm»
nudnd.\ Vinct and Inmo,.: .

Theie ia mores A cfwl hervice
Wb ommitted mcludt-‘a the
heee senior dinelpled=-P ster,
tohin and James. 'eter wasappar
mtly an undersecietuy af the
HITITATIS until recently (he was

1] P

wning a blind oye

winally [ have the highest
anned possible for your
selfent magazine,
ying the Gualf crisis, you
re one of the fow publications
& compared Toag's invasion of
it b fudesta invasiun of
AT iy 1075, and diew
Catioy o the deahle standio ds
free wedd,
ub when prisfiog an inferview
ty Heteon Mandely, wheie he
o for sanctions on South
wa to stay (CSanctinns musd
< September), it would
ty o e an ahnost
apgivable aanission not o
e asked Mr Mandela why,
4t a year ago in Austialia, he
reported to have said thal
al i mination agaiost
v sntersal nialter

‘ty unforgivable
¥ Mr Mandela
wd a visitlo a
sident
drn diclater,

qx w

Y

w—n—
n‘

) ;f- w5 ‘{h,)‘m.m ".
Al fsweblleJobn s 5l hn,
uncwr‘{nrz‘ctm’y at’the’ Departh
e nt of the Environment. tve, m
CHne Yol were wmuh‘nn;\, 5
.n!mhhcd ns Ruv‘m.\ry SEVERS
.son Bishop, # research offices at
the rmmgn Office; RoseMARY.
(geddit?); is also Mary Mag:

" dalene. 1 think she was marticd

lo Jesuy Clirist {that's Sibyl Got-
S nlnnu they had an spen mar
yiage,” says Walley. “1 think I was

invited to cIcr-p witl her tno."

Other' deliils’are provided
aboutthe o dryent inéarnntions ol
- Soerates and Kanthippe, Joseph
‘and, Mary,‘and the archangels

i ',(,ulnwt and Michael, all of whony’

Tappar 10, be warking in the Brit-
ish civil service in ong capacity or
anuthu‘ Walley provides me witl
h-lr-p!umr‘ mlmb( rs for them all.”
o mcnﬂun this because, of all

* the various ccmspun(y theorics

to hmve hxmt(‘d onmy dealcin the'

;n 4 year, lhm 15 c)ncn“hv feast

\
gl ms“;!c. At teand it lw.m my

regular Creel unmspomicn(

“who insists—-with coltings frony
o his fucpt [ tahloids to show that’

he'y pol 'dmw it this vie w--thal
!hv mmpst: :;1 w-v\munlsm in:
caalern’ Europe wos 'x(!ml!y a
plot 10 ‘enable’ muumuml parly

Teadersto {ransferslate propert
property

inlo thmr own' pﬁv.uv hasds.

! "S!ewy P!Mt

who butchered up loa mi”inn
suspected conmiunists in 1960
i fore talking pawt r, aed who
sent in his boups t 1075 (o
jvade Pt Timor, aformer

Pop tugaese calony in the South
Pacific. which claimed the lives
of 200,000 natives (hnost a Hanl
aof the fonaer papulation). My
Mandela accepled a

LSS 10 million cheque from
Suharto for the ANC, while
omilting to make representotion
on heball of lits victims. When
will the anti-apartheid sovement
stop turning a blind eye on
acisng be ymnl the borsters of
Seneth Afsiva?

JHuhirt Glesclen
Wildrshausen
(Jermnny

Dismay and alamm

Eadhakrishnan Nayacs
perception (“Eastern kmmw ,(1‘1
Octaber) that the “Sovicls'
nl:gnnwnt with the weslerp canip
hyidks fair to do far more for

many llmtl wurkl miumq
wndependence than was ever
done by .y inaately deegepit
Coviet Vhnan™ s hight
gueshomable, sinee fie 18 b
very upheal sthout anew
Sine Japanese © ondoninism
being the prncipal support of his
peojected Asia Pacilic order.

Neithier Eapan nor China has
anr less af an imperialist
pedgree i the west. tndeed,
their individual cocords have
often been warse, s those who
g ecall the wn linge of Takyo's
e win Vo Prosperity Sphere in
the Fin East will seadily teshily,
aned o Tibetans today relate
theit expericnee as i subject
preaple tnder Beijing's culonial
vade, Furthermame, Coba,
Vietsim and Indin, despite thetr
contrasting political and social
systems, ate thiee countrics
velioa independence aud
cecnnity were preally
i engrthesrd by Soviet
assisbnee

A Hiow Lapanese Co Prosperity
Sphiere gow wankd bea
totalitu it alomination,
g ished with the haid

capitalinm ol © ontinuing stk
soarket seandals and politically
comtrived Liction based sigple:
par by poveranient, Sucla
prospect auist il soc tadints and
libetals oitee, i Asiaand
elsewtere, with distay amd

alvm,

Premen Addy
London W4

Wave of nostalgia

Brunhild de la Motie's article
UCome back, East Germany, all
is forgiven”, 4 October) isa
{ascinating example of the
current wave of nostalgia for the
former GDR that is sweeping
through intellectual circles in
Gernnny, {tis a wave
charactesised, on the one land,
By a veluctance to admit that the
GDR was a political aud mosal
disaster area, and, oo the sther,
Ly an cageraess Lo daw crude’
and eotive compatisons
hetween the policies of the
Federal Gerntan gavernment
and these of the Nazis. Both
chaacteristics are abundantly
displayed by Ms de la Motte.
Altiough shie concedes that®
the GUI was a "hotchad and
unhedthy” altemyt o build an
alteroative pastwar § socicty, she
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ncvcrih(.lcé trmpels th{' ocial

and cuttdraljachicvemcnts of (ln(,
stafen its “cHeap pisoery plaves™
aud its “enviable spread of
theatres™. Can Hwese
achievements blind us to the fact
that the GDRwas a
seronfortilic, Stalinist
dictatorship, which showed
contengt for haman righis, and
which was ultimately rejected by
the prople it clabmed to s serve?
And quicstivnabie though many
aof the polivies of Chane ellor
Kohl's povernment lave bees,
they do ot amoont ta the tind of
v enactiient or continuativn ol
the Nazi prdicies supgested by
Ms do fn Matte's ineathtakdng
and ealeulated innuendaes,
Emotive jibes such as “the new
ordes”, ar “unification, scen from
almost any angle of daily life, is
aore like i Anschluss™, inay
salisfy certain prejudives about
the nature of German
sravernment and sovicty. They do
not contribute o seasible and
informed debate about what is
whndly happeiiig i the foriuet
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Nichatus Martin

Jesus College
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Not {air play

1 read with dishelicf the
alvertisement that appeired on
pagge 31 inthe 27 September
issue of NSS.

My name appeared, alony with
a number of others, in an
advertiscment purporting lo
have the support of thie supposcd
signatorics ngmm( the current
jeatlership and aims of the
Labour Varty.

1 am totally opposed to the
selting up of an allernative (o the
Labour Party. | wondered how
my nane could be inan
advertiscment 1 had nol agreed
with nor had cven been ashed
about. The oy explanation Fcan
come up with is that, al the 1991
Burston Rally, some supporiers
of the Socialist Workers Party
were disrupling this event by
alsouting and using a
megaphoue. As a senior steward,
1 was asked o intervene, Dhring
the discussion, they ashed o€ it
had supported witchbunts, io
which xcphcd ne. They Y87
asleed me to sign {hy" “ ’31
against wilchim e’ this iy
did. Tenp~
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From: - Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Roo-

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone {Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax) e

Your reference

e

w%

~ Qurreference
-D/Sec(A8)12/3
-~ Date
19 November 1992

Thank you for telephoning your report of a UF0 sighting to this office earlier
today. In fact, although we receive and co-ordinate a number of UFO reports,
the role of the Ministry of Defence in this subject is very limited.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky. Although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them, we accept that there will always be some sightings that defy
explanation.

I understand that you asked for details of some of the civilian organisations in
this country that actually investigate UFQ 81ght1ngs, the details are as
follows:

British UFQO Research Association

Contact International (UK)

Quest International

Tel no. EESTKIN

I hope this is helpful.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard) -
(Fax) -

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
19 November 1992

. I

Details of the report you made earlier this month concerning the strange green
glow that you saw in the sky have been passed to this office, as we receive and
co-ordinate some reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish
whether or not they pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. Unless
we judge that they do, and this has not been the case so far, we do not attempt
to investigate further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft lights seen from
unusual angles, or lasers reflecting off clouds. We accept, however, that there
will always be some sightings that defy explanation.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UF0 organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports

that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UF0O Research Association

Contact International (UK)
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; Quest International

I hope this is helpful
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ui?rom: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)la, Room_l

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialting)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

19 November 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 17 November in which you asked about UFO reports
held by the Ministry of Defence.

No UF0O reports that ve are aware of are judged to have presented a threat to the
security and defence of the United Kingdom.

As you will know, some UFO books contain accounts of alleged incidents that
their authors believe did present a threat. From time to time people send us
photocopied extracts of such books, and ask for our views. Whilst we do have

extracts from such books as "Above Top Secret" by Timothy Good, we have no other
literature.

Given your interest in this subject, you may wish to know that one of the
programmes in Channel 4’s current "Equinox" series will be devoted to NASA’s
Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI) project. I believe that the
programme is to be shown at some stage during December.
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Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a

Room EEsHes 40

Ministry of Defence (Main Building)
White Hall

London

SW1A 2HB

17 November 1992

Your Ref: D/SEC (AS) 12/3

peor SR

‘Thank you for your letter dated 14 October 1992, and the enclosed correspondence
dated 7 April 1987.

How can I obtain Ministry of Defence reports of UFO incidents that have presented
a threat to the security and defence of the United Kingdom?

Could you also point to reference you may have on file from UFO literature within the
public domain that may come into this category.

Respectfully,
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Fo' - " prom: - Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room‘ El4

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard) )
(Fax) A .

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
18 November 1992

Your report concerning the strange object that you and your daughter witnessed
yvesterday has been passed to this office, as we receive and co-ordinate some
reports of UFO sightings. Our only concern is to establish whether or not they
pose a threat to the security of the United Kingdom. ° Unless we judge that they
do, and this has not been the case so far, ve do not attempt to investigate
further, or to identify whatever might have been seen.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to be
seen in the sky, although we believe that explanations could be found for most
of them. Possibilities that spring to mind include aircraft or aircraft lights
seen from unusual angles, or airships illuminated from the inside. We accept,
howvever, that there will always be some sightings that defy explanation.

You might like to contact some of the civilian UFO organisations, who may be
able to offer some further thoughts, or tie in your sighting with other reports
that they may have received. If you wish to contact them, the details are as
follows:

British UFO Research Association

Contact International (UK)
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International

I hope this is helpful.
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British UFO Research Association

Secretariat (Air Staff) 2A

Room 0‘
Main Building
Whitehall

London SW1A 2HB

Date: 12th November 1992

pear N0

Just a note to enclose a copy of our rather belatedly published
UFO Times as promised.

The training day that we discussed has not yet been re-scheduled,
and will probably now not come around until the New Year but I
will keep you informed of this in due course.

on a personal front things have been very busy and I have been
rather 'hands off' from BUFORA for a while but I shall be getting
back to that subject shortly and will no doubt be in touch with
you again then.

I hope you are keeping well and look forward to speaking to you
soon.

Very best wishes.

\ )

BUFORA LIMITED. Registered Office: _ Regisiered in London 1234924

Registered under the DATA PROTECTION ACT ' Registration Nureber FO779204
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T o "From:_ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room -

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax}

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

12 November 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 10 November, in which you asked about the *
Government’s view on UF0s, and the position of the Ministry of Defence. In
fact, I have already been contacted by one of your associates. I explained that
I would not be able to conduct an interview, but sent a letter setting out our
policy. I explained that this could be used to illustrate our policy and views.
The following paragraphs - which I have already included in a letter to your
colleague -~ set out this information.

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate reports of UFO
sightings, our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do - and this has
not been the case so far - we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Given this limited involvement with the subject, the Ministry of Defence has no
department which is appointed solely for the purpose of studying UFO reports,
nor are there any staff employed on the subject full time. The reports we
receive, which are usually limited to very brief details of what was seen, are
passed to staff in departments concerned with the air defence of the United
Kingdom, who examine them as part of their normal duties.

Since our interest in UFOs is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into the UF0O phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. Defence funds are fully committed to
maintaining the security of the UK and meeting our responsibilities to allies
and dependents. This being so, we could not justify the use of defence funds on
scientific investigations, unless a threat to the security of the UK had been
identified. '

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky. However, ve believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. Some of the possibile explanations include airecraft lights or
aircraft seen from unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite debris
re-entering the atmosphere, high altitude kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons, searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs and meteorites. As you are also doubtless aware, some reports turn
out to be hoaxes. Having said this, we accept that there will alvays be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Despite some of the stories that are sometimes told, there is no question of our
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* ‘attempting to cover up any incidents or keep any information about UFOs from the

public. The Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence which supports
the existence of alien life, or suggests that extraterrestrial spacecraft have
ever visited the earth. Again, we are open-minded about the possibilities.

The Ministry of Defence does not release material on the subject "en bloce",
because, as is the case with all government departments, all Ministry of Defence
files are subject to the public records act, and generally remain closed from
public viewing for 30 years after the last action has been taken. Prior to 1967
all UFO files were routinely destroyed, although a small number of files
survived, and may be viewed at the Public Record Office. The files we hold in
this office go back to about 1985, so we are able to answer specific queries
that people have about particular sightings. which have occurred in recent

years, and can let them know whether we have a report on the incident, and if
so, what it contains. Most of the reports that we have are relatively
unexciting, and refer to,little more than a vague shape or light in the sky.

You may be interested to know the numbers of UF0 sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence in recent years; the figures are as follows:

1978 - 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350
1981 - 600
1982 - 250
1983 - 390
1984 - 214
1985 - 177
1986 - 120
1987 - 150
1988 - 397
1989 - 258
1990 - 209
1991 - 117

So far this year we have received just over 100 sightings, although at least a
dozen of these were almost certainly sightings of an airship - illuminated from
the inside - which was flying over London a lot during February and March. I
saw this myself, and can understand how, from a distance, this generated reports
of a bright cigar-shaped UF0O travelling slowly over London. I mention this as a
useful example of how an explanation can often be found for an apparently quite
exotic UFO report. Many reports this year have been caused by lasers or
searchlights reflecting off clouds; such equipment is used increasingly in
advertising and entertainment, especially at outdoor music festivals.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with the production of your video.

YM 5514664(’/(/] ,
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™ From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roo'

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling}
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date S

10 November 1992

When we spoke earlier today I promised to send you a letter setting out the
position of the Ministry of Defence with regard to UF0s. With regard to your
request for an interview, I regret that this will not be possible. You are,
however, free to draw upon this letter in representing our policy and views.

Although the Ministry of Defence does receive and co-ordinate reports of UFO
sightings, our only concern is to establish whether or not they pose a threat to
the security of the United Kingdom. Unless we judge that they do - and this has
not been the case so far - we do not attempt to investigate further, or to
identify whatever might have been seen.

Given this limited involvement with the subject, the Ministry of Defence has no
department which is appeinted solely for the purpose of studying UFO reports,
nor are there any staff employed on the subject full time. The reports we
receive, which are usually limited to very brief details of what was seen, are
passed to staff in departments concerned with the air defence of the United
Kingdom, who examine them as part of their normal duties.

Since our interest in UF0Os is limited to possible defence implications, we do
not carry out studies into the UFO phenomenon, nor do we have the resources to
undertake any in-depth investigations. Defence funds are fully committed to
maintaining the security of the UK and meeting our responsibilities to allies
and dependents. This being so, we could not justify the use of defence funds on
scientific investigations, unless a threat to the security of the UK had been
identified.

It is clear from the reports we receive that there are many strange things to
be seen in the sky. However, we believe that explanations could be found for
most of them. Some of the possibile explanations include aircraft lights or
aircraft seen from unusual angles, satellites in orbit or satellite debris
re-entering the atmosphere, high altitude kites, helium balloons, weather
balloons, searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, ball lightning,
fireballs and meteorites. As you are also doubtless aware, some reports turn
out to be hoaxes. Having said this, we accept that there will always be some
sightings that defy explanation, and we have an open mind on these.

Despite some of the stories that are sometimes told, there is no question of our
attempting to cover up any incidents or keep any information about UFOs from the
public. The Ministry of Defence does not possess any evidence which supports
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the existence of alien life, or suggests that extraterrestrial spacecraft have
ever visited the earth. Again, we are open-minded about the possibilities.

The Ministry of Defence does not release material on the subject "en bloc",
because, as is the case with all government departments, all Ministry of Defence
files are subject to the public records act, and generally remain closed from
public viewing for 30 years after the last action has been taken. Prior to 1967
all UFO files were routinely destroyed, although a small number of files
survived, and may be viewed at the Public Record Qffice. The files we hold in
this office go back to about 1985, so we are able to answer specific queries
that people have about particular sightings which have occurred in recent

years, and can let them know whether we have a report on the incident, and if
so, what it contains. Most of the reports that we have are relatively
unexciting, and refer to little more than a vague shape or light in the sky.

You may be interested to know the numbers of UF0 sightings reported to the
Ministry of Defence in recent years; the figures are as follows:

1978 - 750
1979 - 550
1980 - 350
1981 - 600
1982 - 250
1983 - 390
1984 - 214
1985 - 177
1986 - 120
1987 - 150
1988 - 397
1989 - 258
1990 -~ 209
1991 - 117

.~ So far this year we have received just over 100 sightings, although at least a
dozen of these were almost certainly sightings of an airship - illuminated from
- the inside - which was flying over London a lot during February and March. I

. sav this myself, and can understand how, from a distance, this generated reports
of a bright cigar-shaped UFO travelling slowly over London. I mention this as a
useful example of how an explanation can often be found for an apparently quite
exotic UFQ report. Many reports this year have been caused by lasers or
searchlights reflecting off clouds; such equipment is used increasingly in
advertising and entertainment, especially at outdoor music festivals.

I hope this is helpful, and I should like to wish you the best of luck with your
project. If you have any further questions, please let me know. '

%wfj’ $ {n@/&(}i
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. From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room -ﬂ *

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Buiiding Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling}
{Switchboard})
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