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. DATE ;;35--- ,_71/.7?, .,--7 Iz. LOCATION = 12. CONCLUSIONS
' ' | | N
3._,31:1_:.7* — O YWos Balloon
“ Ringgold’ La,. O Prob?bly Balloon |
3. DATE-TIME GROUP |4 TYPE,OF OBSERVATION el i Pessibly Bdlloon |
' 0 Was Aircraft |
25/07302 Apr 57 & Ground-Visudl W Oraund-Radar Q Probably Aircraft '
O Air-Visual O Air-Intercept Rf:dar _ O Possibly Aircraft
E—PHrObe 7 B 6. SOURCE 0O Was Astronomical
CIRY: - (0 Probably Astronomical
Nes Civilian D Possibly Astronomical
i <} No bl Hapianss 1" VA Inal i idl e e
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE E Othefl g ha
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
swenty=ive nirmtes Ore Dagcending 0 Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS i
Une crescent sha brizht r2d or scarled Contact with the Climatol o gection
>

object, ad large as a four or five room house.|of the 3rd Weather Group imxiicates thas
Ubject was seen in a "torrential rain® des- thiz aighting was possibly cansed by
cending from approximately li5° elevation to +h vornado, illuminated from withirky
cartn., Ubject was seen visually for 25 mimbses. lightning and suspended frem a siowly
descending cumlonimins cloud. However
attempts to obtain weather information
vodch wonld suoport this hynmothesis wers
without rasult, since the weather stations
25 It A3 do not retain rscords nash

&0 days.
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DAF, liith Dist OSI, 13 Jun 57, Subjs (COIF"‘ID”L.“T\.L) UNTDENTIFIAD
FLTING OBJECT S:Lgnbed Approxi. mntelv Five (5) Miles West of Ringgold,

Louisiana, on 25 April 1957, SPECIAL INQUIRY
ADIPM 15t Ind %1 JUN 1957

Hlg Air Defense Command, Ent Air IForce Ease, Colorado Springs, Colorado

TO: Cormander, 4602d Air Intelligence Service Squadron, Ent Air
Force Base, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Forwarded as a matter pertaining to your organization,

BY ORDER OF TdE COMMANDER:

77 /;Vﬂw
:{xmﬂﬂﬁW
1 Incl e c/:i" -fZ/ (15/;’,4-
n/c o/ JOEL E. MALLORY
J  Colonel,  USAF

Command !nsgecior Ganeral

ATISCO ond Tnd = JUL 1957

Ha h602d Air Intellizence Service Smuadron (ADC), Fnt Air Force Base,
Colorado

TO: Commander, Air Technical Intelligence Center, ATTN: AFO.LI
Wricht-Patterson Air OPC“ Base, Ohio

120064
n/c
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

14TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE, DENVER, COLORADO

1D 215332

SUBJECT: (CONFIDANTIAL) |
UNIDENMIFPIED FLYING OBJECT Sizhted
Approximately Five (5) Miles West
of Riregold, Louisiama, on 25 Apil 1957
SPTECIAL INQUIRY

T0s Commandar
Alr Defense Command
Ent AFB, Colorado

1, Transmitted herewith for your information and any action
deemad necessary are two (2) coples of report by S/A DONALD F. RIELLY,
DO #9, file 24=-208, dated 15 May 1957.

2, Attention is invited to the provisions of AFR 12li-1 which
proniblt the releass of investigative information to unmthorizad
pPersSonl,

3. This letter is classlflisd CONFIDENTTAL pursuant to authority
contained in paragraph 30c(2)(a), AFR 205~1,

\

i
1 Inel (cup) RPUSSEL A, WICKMAN
As stated Major, USAF

Distriet Commandar

g
DOJ % L 3 : v «C'h\tfiq;é‘a
s . «wfM AD
2 -DLL; O .10 }UE\AUM - 3 O
y 3
aas® T A % N g
yifﬁ.a' ! ’-E'i-u‘ -: f ‘“‘; r‘ 1 :‘

f -qu, '-. i ¥ walid Li o ¥ & i} o ] J & F ] 1K i F
LT RNy MUY DL (et 2, RO 0 VAR MR FORTTL HL RS



.....
L]

A
o .

%N

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL
QFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

TITLE

(Confidential)
UNIDENTIFIFD FLYING OBJECT Slighted
Approximately Five (5) liles West

w1 b} uﬂ

' i' UNCLASKIFIED (

4 = r_ . = 2 B : :' . - ‘:'J '.".r.'
4 Tart - A A

FILE NO. - == DATE 15 1
. . \/ A A
70 ot B VAL 186D,
REPORT MADE BY
EDONALD W, RERIAY, S/A -l s
REPORT MADE AT
| DO > AFB, Touisisng ol
| PERIOD

1l ~ 3, 6, 10 May 1957

- =

| OFFICE OF ORIGIN °

of Ringgold, Louislana, on
25 April 1957
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REFERENCE

-F'i* “-rl

SYNOPIIS
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Unavuthorized disclosura of information cone §
tained in this report i2 prohibited and will
bes conszidarad a violation of AFR 205-1 and

AFR 203-8.

Investigation requested by Commender, Barkedale AFB, La. |
Mr. NNTRSEeewe®, civilian, reported in letter to ' *
Commnander, Barksdale A¥FB, La., that at 0230 hours, 25

April 1957, he saw & large, red, crescent-shaped object

descend from the sky into a grove of trees nesar Ringgold,

La. Results of interview with Wl set forth. Local

Agency Check negative concerning NEJMEN. Barksdale

officlals report no*freather phenomena or“aircraft activity ‘
vhich could be attributed to sighting. o additional wit- -
nesses located. #ALr search conducted in vieinity of

sighting with negative results,

-l
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DO 9 24208

e el

DETATLS: MNELASSIFIED

L. Thls Investigation was verbally requested by the Commander, Rarksdale
Force Base, Loulsiana, on 2 May L957; end confirmed in letter signed b;v Lts Col.
R. C. STECHMAN, Deputy Commander, Barksdale Air Force Base, dated 6 Mzy 1957; end
1s based upon information received in a letter dated 27 April 1957, f:‘i‘.g-;ned 'h;r
Civilian, SHGUIONIDIMERRRON: , u5lon, Lonlciona, in whicl
‘eported that he observed a large, red, crescent-shapead nnjm* desce

\

from the sky as he was drlving near Ringgold, Louisiana, at 0230 hours, 25 April
L957.

AT BARKSDALE AFB, LOULSIAIA

Rkt S T R I

R e dl = T T T ]

2. On 1 May 1957, Major LOWELL D. PYLE, 15619A, Base Operations Officer,
furnished Headquarters, 9Qth District O0ffice of Specisl Inves b.Lga.tJ.ons , & letter
addressed to "The Commanding Officer, Barksdale Field, A.F.B., Shreveport, La,"

postmarked Ruston, Louisiana, on 27 April 1957, with return address 'M

810 Chautauqus St., Ruston, La." The contents of this letter are set forth as
follows

"Ruston ; La
April 27th

"Dear Sir:

"I would like to tell you about something I saw at 2:30 o'clock
Wednesday morning - April 25th., I had gone fishing to tb dam at Lake

UJ

[

Bisteneau. A storm come up wilith tTerrific lightning and I decided to go
to Ringgold, lL.a. until morning. Six miles from Ringgold I was driving
slowly because of the torrential raln end as I started up a hill T
noticed a huge thing in the Slj Just ahead. It was shaped like a half
moon - like this"(drawing). "It was red like blocd and I stopped the

car and rolled the window dovm and could see it more clearly. It slowly
drifted down and settled in a grove of trees gpproximately s half mile
avay. LI couldn't estinate the size until I saw the trees and it covered
several of theme. It continued to glow as it rested on themes I rushed
to Tthe top of the hill and aroused a family. T asked the man in the

house to go over to it witn me but he refused because of the down pour
of rain.

"M wife said T should report J"t 0 ‘the e proper authorities so if vou
are interested, contact me, I belleve I can take you to it ag I tried
to mark the spot.

"Respectiully yours

B LR e TheT
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DO 9 o1-205
§. On 2 May 1957, MaJjor DO H. Lo ADERSON, AO hWo1T3MN, Comnander, Detachmen L
19, o6th Weather cquadron, WAas intervieved ond from records availeble in his office
furnilshed the followlng informatlon copcerning veather conditions at time of the

reported sighting:

voon ab ong=quarter, rising at 0100 nowrs

Overcast at 9,500 feet

geattered clouds at 8000 fee?d

visibility ‘ten (10) miles

Termperature 05 degrees

Dewpoint 62 degrees

Tamerous thunderstorms 1n aread

Pressure unsteady

tinds at surface, aouth 2 - 1O Knots, variable; 6,000 feed, ohQ degrees,
20 knots; 10,000 feet, 50 degrees, Lo ¥mots; L6,000 feet, 260 degrees,
25 knots; 20,000 feet, 280 degrees, 32 rnots; 30,000 feet, 210 degrees;
25 knots; 50,000 feet, 250 degrees, 30 knotse

pertalned to conditions &t narksdale Alr orce

Base, which ig twenty-flve (25) miles WIIW of Ringgold, Louisiana; that he head
vecelved 1O snformation concerning unusual activities or conditions, meteorologleal,
astronomical, OF otherwlse, which mightv snecount for the sightinge -*Wentioned

the possibili"oy of & hydrogenufiued weather halloon being struck DYy 1ightoing and
1eniting, but he Aid not know whether or not the U,

5. Weather Dureau wWas Us inZ
hydrogen in their balloOns.

m- related that shove data

he Mre.Jde B LUNNEY, veteorologis®t &t Shreveport, Touistlana, offilce, Us Se
i ‘telephonically on 2 May 1957 LUINRY advised that

veatber Bureau, Was intecvieve
S

olium, nob hydrogen, 15 currently being us
fore 1t 18 impossible fox them to ignite.

radisogde release was made from his station av O:""h hours, 25 April 1507; that
the run vas normal with descent at approximately Olf00 hourse

ed in theilr waather halloons end tTher
TUMMNEY info rmed the vriter that a

-

"' 11.

AT RIISTON, LOUISIANA

e “ previously identified, wes sntervieved on 3 May 1957 and fur-
nistad information which was ~ubstantially the soire a5 atated in his letter of
o7 ‘April 1957 o »1 related that +this was ‘the Pirst ‘time he had ever Wit-
nessed snything of this nature and he wes posltive that what he saw Was real; ne
was certain ne could £ind the spot where De SaW +he object settle on the ground;
that he had reported the incident to the radio operator in the larshal's office
at Ringgold, Touisiana. Vhen asked by ‘the writer to accompany him TO the locablion
explained +that he could nob 1eave his dutlies a5 18 1% 0
d ale

of ‘the sighting, P S

of the store (Turner's 5 & Dollar gtore) as the owner Was out of Ttovn end & s

was in pProgress; that he had 1ntended to returm +o the locatlion of this object wiih
but hils wife had nade plans for & dinner engage-

the writer On 91;‘.}'1:'.}3.:;_{ s .;-}:;;.,‘3?_,- S NI
ned gone back to the dem &t Lake Bistepeaun T0 £9

g - 1 1..‘ r | Y, 8t 4t : L kel d
O ORAG RACEERTSON shoted thet he.
g but did not return to the locatlole

16 the sightin
a, detalled description of the 10cation where he So3
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Coloxr:

Nunber:

Any discernible features or de
lightning flashes

Tail,

cound

Other*pextlnmnu or unusual features:
not change position during descent.

What first called the attention of the observer to the object:
riving automobile uowaﬂdrni“;gold Loulvlaaa, in torrentlal rain, appeared all of
sudden directly ahead in Sﬁv &
Angle of elevation when first cbserved:

Angle of elevation upon disappearance:

Description of flight path ard maneuvers of object:
descent ut aoout sixty degree angle from-south to*west of observer.

Manner of disappearanca of object:
to summon residents of ho

ength of time
Time and date of sighting:
Ligaht conditions:

Position of
Pingzold, Loulclana, on.ﬁnuue nt

RADED 2

\SBls
ng s

3 ol ) U’%'.'fe h
o dkirs o3toln Cha.uta.uqua

rround,

lles vegt of

ansvers to

Prigat red
(1).

Formation, if more than one:

in sign

u L‘ 'L\..-J
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which

trail, or exhaust:

i
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| ASSIFIED

*1’13
L

WELE a grove of trees one-half mile from the

Hinggolé: LUHLJLWti, hehind a emall white house
on the left side of the road wr1”¢1; from
specific

Ringgold.
ALY Force

- - P

Remilation

r.;{al

(1116 11 e

room house, covered 12 or 15 trees.

scar .]__t, U'e

/A,

2talls: Solid color not affected by

lone,
L%

flung in sky like cradle and did

Wnile

!"\‘

>
----------

l_’-u‘t

Approximately U5 degrees.

Ground level.

Si'e'a,r..y but slow
- {5 ‘(_;"11 \
_.lr,...‘_ 5 4' L
Disgppeared while observer'was
use at roadside.

.r)‘ LP}‘

: "
..:-':J f"*"'b

. Bt G :
+ Approximately twenty-five (25) minutes.
0230 hours, 25 April 1957 (2508307 APR)
Night.

At house next to church, six (6) niles west of

bhway 15b.

m?{ s Age: 42 years (T

ot., Ruston, La.j; Cccupation:

UNCLABSIFIED

9 Aug 13);

Variety Store Manager.
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6. On 3 May 1957, F. B. WILDZR, Deputy Sheriff in charge of criminal records.
Lincoln Parish 01.1r‘t1101~ae, informed the writer that he had no information conceri-
j..l"“'f .._;(]RJ.JRTGOH.

Te On 3 May 1957, records made available by BETTY B., KENDALL, Clerk of ity
Court, contalned no information concerning SR |

\T RINGGOLD, LOUISIAVA

3. Mrs. ” Route l, was interviewed by the writer on 3 May 1957.
MceCOY stated that a man hﬁ.d awakened her husband and her in the early morninz hours
of 25 April 1957 and asked her husband to accompany him to the erea behind their
house where he stated he had seen a large red object settle in the trees from the
sky; that her husband refused becauss it was raining very hard at the time. 1N
informed the writer that her husbhband, who was not at home at time of igterview,
had looked for the object from the house, but did not see anything. ‘ L,....ld
her husband had expressad curiosity about this maitter and was going out in the
area and look asround at the first opportunity but had not yet attempted a search
as recent rains had flooded the ground upon which the object was reported to have
landed. <Nl toock the writer's name and phone nunber and egreed to call if 2NV~
thing was found in that locale. The writer observed the terrain from & rise on the
ground adjacent to the *bon.e, but could detect no unusual feature in the area
upon which the object was reported to have landed. A detailed search on foot was
not considered practical becauvse of the flcoded condltion in that erea.

9. On 3 May 1957, Sy, 1izht City Marsh al, stated in interview that
a man had reported seeing an unusual obJject out on High wa.y 154 early in the morn-
ing of 25 April 1957, but he had not recorded this person's name and had not
investigated. WHE related that he heard a jet aircraft fly over the town sgbout
0130 hours the same night and associgted the sighting with the exhaust flare of
the ailrcraft. dJB informed the writer that his office had received no other
reports of anything unusual being observed in that vicinity.

10. SUNIMIING, ork Unit Conservatlonist, Soil Conservation Service, was
intexrviewed by the writer on 3 May l1957. b displayed a large asrial photozraphic
erid map of the section in which the object wes reportedly sighted and pin-pointed
the location as described by AulNei. MM stoted that he owned some lond pear
that location and hed been out there since 25 April 1957, but had not observed any-
thing unusual, took the writer's neme and vhone numbter and stated that he
would instruct personnel in his department to be on the lookout for anything
vnusual in that area and would call the writexr 1f anything was. found. According
to the map inﬂoffice , the grove of trees in waich the object was reported to
have landed was Pour and one-half (L4%) miles west of Ringgeld, Louisiane, one~half
mile south of Loulsiena State Highway 15k.

DORINRFKODALLN DR "F‘GB(..,E RASE LOU'I I}'L'A
--"" e ——-— -------.-?---—----1*- --"-Q-vh—-u—--—

DECLASHL 124 2

130N #":"Qj 3‘5?,‘ ""f‘*"or LOWELL D. PYLE, Base Operations Offlcer, was furniched
information to be reported by his office in accordance with Air Force Ra,;,btﬂ.f..b'l o1l
200~2 and contained ln paregrapns 3 and 5, suodra. PULE stated that he had checked

and ascertalned that the sighting could not be attributed tO alr operations.
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DO #9 24-208

12, On 10 May 1957, Lt. Col. JAMES T. BROTHERS, 10045A, Staff Cperations
Cfficer, informed the writer that an alr search conducted on O May 1957 in the
vicinlty of the reported sighting did not reveal evidence of anything on the
ground which could be connected with the incident reported by RORERTSON.

L3, This report is classified CONFIDEITIIAL pursuant to the guthority contained

in paragrsph 30c(2)(2), AFR 205-1.
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