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OD Yes Q Probably Astronomical
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7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 18, NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE Ce Oui Or
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation

as : O Unknown
30 minutes one

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

One object round, size of } dollar, Probably balloon sighting.
color as a bright star. With binocu-

lars looked like a soap bubble. Object

Slowly moved away, grew smaller in

distance. WX balloons in area,
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12 990

15,924

23 39
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19. UNKNOWN
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EEDGU
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1. A. ROUND. Bs HALF DOLLAR. C. BRIGHT STAR. De ONEs Fe NONES

F. WITH BINOCULARS, LOOKED LIKE SOAP BUBBLE. Ge. NONE.

H, NONE, I, NONE
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2. A. HUSBAND NOTED OBJECT WHEN STARTED TO WORK AT (2% CENTURY
FOX). Be APPROXIMATELY 45 DEGREES TOWARD MALIBU BEACHe Ce APPROXIMATELY

~e

3@ DEGREES TOWARD MALIBU BEACH. De SLOWLY MOVED AWAY. Es GREW SMALLER

IN DISTANCE. Fe 36 MINUTES.

3e Ae GROUND VISUAL. Be BINOCULARS 7 X 35. Ce NONE.w

Ke Ae 13602 18 JUL 57. Be DAWN TO DAYLIGHT.
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Oc 2:ion: General Suiiding Contrac

Gducations . hich School |
jualifications; Duri ng World War ee SOU ms a Gi/3c :

{I. RELEABILITY: When interviewed SCURCE wes very coopers ive and

10 wed narked int-rest in determining the cause of his siz - He was

sservant, talked freely and seemed to be of avera intelli se. The infor-

macien given by SCUFCS is ecnsidered to 52 reliable.

| TIT, SOUNRCS's DESCRIFTION OF SIGHTINGS AND EVENTS:
7 z. n the evening of 21 July 1957, SOURCS and his family 4

were dining in their oackyard catio. At approximately 2030 POT, S ULE

noticed an object in the sky just Bast of his home at an estimated altitude

of one thousand (1,000) feet, SOURCE described the object as 2 small sphere

about the size ofa smail pea held at ara’s-iength at the time of ‘he first

sighting. The object then moved Nerthward, then to the Northeast until it faded

from sight at approximately 2040. PDT, Motion of the objeet was described as

4 very slow and very much Like s “smakl belloon caught in the wind currents", ‘
| At 2050 PDF, another opject, identiéal to this-one was sighted by SOURCE,
} ais family and & group of neighbors, This ebject was first sighted in the

jest, and it gradusily movedEastward te the vicinity of SCURCS's home, At

| shis time, S UACB telephoned the Los Angeles International Airport Control
i Tower and asked if they were releasing balloons with lights on them or if t

aot, did they see this.object. Hef Pig 2 Pt 1 (Los Angeles International

i A NECKS? and Pt 3 (S(URCTZ's home). Mr. (aaa, tower supervisor at Los Angeles
r Interna*ional Air:ort answered ‘she phone, stated that they were not releasin

napping and searched the sky with negative results, At 2107 PDT, this
»ject apparensly exploded and disappeared. The "explosion was described

/ 23 resembling a "miniature atom bomb explosion", white and orange in color,

No noise was heard, Foniowne the apparent explosion, ‘he object disapveared

completely. No falling debris was seen, At 2130 PDT, = third, identical

object +t ravelling the same course as the second, was sighted. It also exploded
in the same aporoximate area as the second, Immediately upon sighting this

| ne, SCURCE again called Los Angeles International AirportTower and advised
ir, Morton shat this object was te the North of the airfield. ie meant

i fawthorme Airport. (Fig 2) lowever, ir. aii assumed that he neant Inter

tonal Aircort and searched accordingly, to no svat: lr, Morten then
i gan se ing to the East, maintaining telechone c ntact with SOURCT.

i ighted an object just as it appeared to explode and ai At that

i ine SOURCE stuted: "There, did you see it explode?" res

Litsing ackeyard extension *o his telechons) ‘ Lookin fe)
j Iréheest 12% time and iir, orton to the East. jee Fi for

r io: -fi50,

| |
2, On the following evening (22 July 1957) 5 22350 fal aSOURCE
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rs.were visible and the m

46 SOURCE observed 211 the objects with t

10*%50 binoculars. At their closest proximity, (SOURCE estFs Cee eae
: Rid sd Ea “a

(1,000) yards), they appesred to be approximately the size
Joan ea : Gigi eg

held at arms length without binoculars and with binoculars,
< _ 5 | 1

the size of a baseball held at arms length.

5. SOURCE stated that all the odjects apoea

vith a blinking flame attached to the bottom. They anveared

4

nowever, the two (2) explosions were bright orange.

5. “Movement veried from hovering to slow novement

a strong breeze.

7. Mo noise was noticed, even at the time of

8. At no time did any. of the ob

of any other object.

1) second intervals.

10. For movements of objects refer to Fig 1.
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sighted was apr

aocroximately 5: t 9:

object sighted 93 30 §PM and ex.Sidedat 9:45
object baru 10x50 eae binoculars was round
a ft to 8 ft in diameter, with flaming torch or
glowing off and on constantly until explosio
pes

ape a2poroximately

wick or some nature,

n occurred. No noise

was noticezble on any of these explosions. Explosion resemble

small mushroom, white and orange in cclor. Absolutely no falling

bject after explosion. July 22, 1957 9:30 Pi ape roximately, (next night)
ted similar object over Los Angeles International Airvort and

enorted same to Airport Tower.
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Both objects apveared to be traveling on wind currents. Both

objects seemed to have the lights of fires suspended fron another

object and the lights swayed back and forth.
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Overlay of SAC Los Angeles (2-2)

showing point locations mentioned in this report.
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|

LOS ANGELES

1. Los Angeles International Airport

2. liawthorne Airport

3. SOURCE's home
fe Hollywood Park

5. Santa Monica

6. Long Beach Airpors
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTICGaTIVis EFFORTS

1. Los angeles International airport Control Tower w2s contacted.

Mr. Morton, Supervisor of the Control Tower cdvise 1at ne itiated

the report of this unidentified flying object through sir Defense

channels. He was not aware of the objects until cal n the

telephone by SOURCE. At aovroximately 2030 PDI, 21 J lyRoa, SOURCE

called him and stuted that he had a UFOB in sight, just liorth of

the Airport. lir. Morton took his binoculars ind began seurching that

area to no avail. He then searchedEast of the Airport ind saw a

flash of light aporoximately twenty (20) degrees «bove the horizon.

Heading was anoroximately eighty-seven (27) de gress, from the Airport.

Total duration of the sighting was less than one Q) second. Inm-

mediately after this, SOURCE stated "There, did ou it exolode?"

(SOURCE waits 7 ned contact by telephone during the duration of the search
by the Tower Supervisor.) Two (2) other tower operstors otbserved this
flash of aight, although without the sid of binoculars, Mr. Morton
cave the following description of the object: at the time of the flash,

it was white in color; did not aopear to have any sharply le?ined

edges, id nnot make any sound, and was approximately the size of «
pea held at arms length, sithout binoculars. The object disanseared
from view immediately after an apparent explosion. No other observations

were made. Reference page 5, PART ONE.

2. 27th &ir Division (Defense), Norton AFB, (3404N~11716E) California

was contacted and thefollowing information was received: ;

a. AC&¥ sites in the Los Angeles Area cbserved no unusual reader

contact at the time of this sighting. Commanders of both sites pointed

out that it is nearly impossible to monitor all traffic in the Los
4ngeles vicinity due to the abundance of air traffic.

b. D/I, 27th Air Division (Defense) advised that he had received

an information copy of a CAA notice that a series of balloon launche

ings (rawinsonde) would take place in the Yuma, arizona area during

the month of July 1957,

c. Vincent AFB, Yuma, Arizona (3242N-114378) Weather Station
wes contacted and they advised that they were not conducting any
balloon operations; however, an army Weather unit was conducting
such operations.
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7, Yuma Test Station-US Army Signal Corns, Meteorological Section

was contacted and theysdvised that on 21 duly 1957, four (4). balloons
(r sine de) were released, however, none crifted more than fifteen
15) miles from Yuma, Arizona,

eal.

i 3. ir, Mielke, US Weather Bureau, Santa Monic ay California wis

contacted and gave following information: four (4).b Lloons (rswinsonde) |
i sere released on 21 July 1957 from Santa Moni first three

(3) balloons were rele nd burst dur iours. The

j fourth balloon was released at 2130 PDT a 240 PDT at an

i ude of ninety-nine thousand (99,000) he surface to
fifty-five t ind (55,000) feet the ba sd t ids from

yne hundred 30) degrees to two 219) degrees of

Jetermined . From 56,000 feet to 99,000 ¢f 3 were from

|
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ons hundred (100) to one hundred thirty (130) degrees at one hundred

thirty five (135)knots. Mr. Mielke stated that tracking information
was not available and that there s no light attached to the balloon.
The balloons were neoorene filled th helium. ilir. Wielke further

stated that such a balloon, particularly without ight attached,

nuld not be visible at this t f the evening nles t was picking

un's

3

4 +

: aw ap ay ale 5 op Pi | e ae at ‘rays at an extremely high altitude early in the evening.o
 

-

nM

CAA Los Angeles International Airport was contacted ind they

$

a

|

vised that no unusual radar returns were noted at the time of this

sighting. No-Lighter-Than-4ir aircraft were known to bs in the area.

Je ‘G Filter Center, Pasadena, California was contact:

mg that they had received one report of an unidentified flying

at 2047 PDT from a GOC post in the area of the Los Angeles

ational Airnvort. Description was as follows: «a round red object

e not listed) was observed movin forward and bickward Northwest

he Hawthorne area, (See Fig 1) Observer was a iiiss Patricia Snyder,

173 address 4424 159th Street, Lawndale, California. An attempt:ws made to contact Miss Snyder with negstive results. The GO
cted and they
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=involved was closed and operating personnel were on vacation.

& Long Beech Airport Operations was contacted and they advised that

tower personnel had made no unusual observations on the evening of

21 July 1957. A balloon belonging to Goodyear Rubber Company was

based at Long Beach Airport... The telephone number of the operating

personnel wes ootained and a call made to determine if the balloon

was airborne at the time of the sightings. Captain Smith, Officer~

in-Charge of Overations, advised that the balloon had been airborne: .

juring the daylight hours: but..had landed at 1800 PDP and did not fiys.

again.

a

7. Sl Toro MCAS was contacted and queried as to balloon activity

or unusual activityon the evening of 2liJuly 1957 with negative results._

8. Los &lamitos NAS (3347N-118048) was contacted and queried on any

balloon activity or unusual activity on the evening of 21 July 1957
t+

with negative results.

e
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9. Edwards AFB (3453N-117528) wus contacted and qeried as to balloon
+2

activity, unusual activity or experimental aircraft with negative

results,

i

. 10, Plight Service, Hamilton AFB was contacted and queried as to

j unusual activity and balloon activity with negative results.

j
il. Wilson, Palomar, and Griffith Observatories were contacted

No hee observations were made on 21 July 1957,

d i 12, Pt Mug NAS (3407N-119078) was contacted and queried as to
; i balloon activity, unusual activity, or missile flights with negative

| results.

q i 13, Pt Hueneme NAS (3407N-11907S) was contacted and queried as to

E ‘ balloon activity and releases from the weather shiv Norton Sound with

i
'
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. 1, ‘

blo sney

were alerted of this incid

15. Univer 1 Depertire

was contact balloon

launchings sed on

21 or 22d

1S w2s contacted and they 2dvised15, Lose An ee w2s contacted and they 2avise

that small ised by the poliution bureau

luring July a aft r sunset and none were

released on 21 or 22 July 1957.

17. Neval Liason Officer, 27th Air Division (Defense) was contacted
1d he further contacted the Lith Navy operating off the Southern

alifornia coast. Negative balloon releases.

18. Teather as taken from TT 2701 TAC G-0513 UFOGB FD

Clear Sky - visibility ten (10) miles

270/5K

20,000! 090/24K
Official sunset on 21 July 1957 was 1958 hours Por.

19. The United Geophysical Corporation in Pasadena, California

was contacted and queried as to balloon activity. No balloons had

been released during July.

20. The Aero Physies Corporation of Santa Barbara (3426N-11950B),
California ta private civilian weather concern) was contacted,

No balloon releases on 21 or 22 July, 1957,

21, Reference Fig 2, PART ONB. The simulteneous observation by the

Tower Supervisor at L. A. Int'l Apt and SOURCE provided an approximate

fix on the third object sighted. The tower operator observed the

object on a heading of approximately eighty-five (85) dezrees at an

elevation of twenty (20) degrees, while SOURCE observed it at approximately

twenty (20) degrees azimuth and forty (40) degrees elevation. This
vould place the object just Southeast of Hollywood Park, at an

altitude of anproximately 2500 feet.

22. Los Angeles Sheriffs Office had no reports of unusual activity

n this vicinity at the time of the sichtii zhting. The deputies assigned

to the Hawthorne area recorted no unusual activity at the time of the

sighting.

23 , fhe Los

iy ai revorts

Foils sighting.
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AQ nt mant * ere jre Department wis contacted: no revorts of
ae ee a . . 2 x S }

igntings. No unexplained fires occured on
Mik der Aes ce 

:tne Bire Chie? did recall that apvoroxvimately
uty or August of 1956, a series of sightings

nis report occured in the same Sek. LG

oroven that the objects were » 628 filled. ele eae ai, : ‘d or ghwiy flares attached, r sed by
3

!

& tT} Bg wat hy Lin, * (R24 o& f r25. The Hawthorne Airnort (Fig 1. Pt 4) Control To-er wg
~ ater ~f Tr. ” - 4 . = ;contacted; no reports of unusual activity or si J 2 ]ape : . 

iJULY 1957. 
}‘
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&. Pranksters: Since the Hawthorne Fire Chief stated that

similiar objects had been reported in the past in this same irea, and )
that this conclusion vis reached, it seems possible that this
sighting also could be attributed to pranksters. A small, gas filled
balloon with some type of lighting device and a flare would give the

appearances described in this report. :

b. Night Pnhotograohy: Possibly an individual or a concern

id have b en releasing small balloons with photographic eauip=

nt end flares for night, serial photcgraphy. However, it would
seem ressonadle that any company conducting such a test or operation

e
e

would notify CAA if they intended to release balloons in the ,
vicinity of any airfields. )

Ze An evaluation of "Probable ballcons® is given to this series of

tANK Hs MARECKT
aefor, USAP
Commander Det 4

COMMENTS OF THE APPROVING OFFICER

Concur with the Preparing Officer that this sighting was

decacaused by balloons.
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The following article taken from the "LOS ANGELES TIMES"
Trursday Morning, July 22, 1937

Silver Sphere:

Deflated'as” |
Sky Mystery
Tt-was* almost" lixe with the,

flying disks all over again...

The. queries. started yesterday

afternoon among Big Bear Val-

ley residents : .

‘TM oat is that pear-shaped

thing following the sual” wey

wanted to know.,

Then owlanders took up! the:

curiosity cudgels, helaboring po

Lice, Sherif’s and newspaper

switchboards by the hundreds

switchboards. : :

As afternoon wore into eve-
ning, -the» silvers sphere. was

. tracked. by. thousands. of. neck-

. 4 -Seuthlanders. while it

e moved slowly ina northwesterly
direction: : a ¥

Astral: Visitor Identified:

At_Mt. Wilson, Dr. Robert S.
+ Richardsom “solar observer; re-

ported that he had scanned the

object as it passed nearly over-

head on its leisurely course sea-

ward. George Abell, Griffith Ob-

servatory attache, also reported

following the sphere by tele-

scope. :

Their consensus, borne out by

the Weather Bureau forecast

center at Los Angeles Airport;

A meteorological balloon. :

The balloons are supposed to

burst at high elevations after au- $s

omatically broadcasting weather §

information during their ascent.

This one apparently develoned

a siow leak and sank back to-

yaTa eartn, weatnermen said.

A general warning of the hal-
oon’s hovering over Los An-

leeles, describing it as a hazard {
tto navigation, was issued eee

natics Adntnistration air route gv
traffic control center here. 46
LS re ee

erere ee en
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