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12. CONCLUSIONSDATE 2. LOCATION

q 0 Wos Bolloon

4 5 September 1957 Wales, North Dakota 0 Probably Balloon
_ |3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION La) dead Malad ka

evening Vj i O Was Aircraft: .Local _._CVSNiNS 4X Ground- Vi sual 0 Ground-Radar OQ Probably Aircraft

(LYty eas SHAR: ore etc aot eee care eee a O Air Visuol D Air-Intercept Rodar 0 Possibly Aircraft
5. oe 6. SOURCE (xXWas Astronomicol Meteor

O Yes O Probably Astronomico}
XIX No Civilian DO Possibly Astronomicol

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE EUR 9g p= tie sc ar ne
0 Insufficient Dato for Evaluation
0 Unknown

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Letter to senator requesting infor- Reply indicates that obj.or objs

mation on sighting. were meteors.

No rpt in file.
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; ' ( SAFIS-3/Maj Tacker/<,__/73328/8 Nov 1957

8 November 1957

: Inclosed herewith are correspondence and/or news clippings
¥ reporting an Unidentified Flying Object near Wales, North Dakota,

in September 1957.

i Request ATIC furnish this office an analysis or evaluation of
q this reported sighting for submission to Senator Langer.

: : Sincerely,

2 Inclosures LAWRENCE J. TACKER

l. correspondence Major, USAF

2. news clippings Executive Officer

- Public Information Division

Office of Information Services

Captain Ss
Assistant Adjutant

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base |

Ohio

SAPTS-3 - comeback copy

C__—BSARIS-1 ~ reading copy
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SAFLL-L/taj Van Dyk/poe/78692/12 Nov 57 « of

LANDY 4957

MEMORANDUM FOR THS SZCRETARY OF DSFESS

ATTENTION: OASD (PA) i-

SUBJZCT: Congressional Inquiry

le Reference your meroramium of 1? October 1957 requesting

information on which to base a reoly to cemtor Langer in behal? of

‘re 4NMMMEee concerning a sighting of unidentified flying
objects in the vicinity of Wales, jorth dakota.

2e ‘The following informtion is submitted as a proposed reply

"I refer to your inquiry in behalf of Ir. qigaibiiee
f Cram Forks, Jlorth Dakota.

"This matter has been referred to the Air Technical

intelligence Center for analysis and evaluatione As

secon ag 3a report has been received you will be promptly

notlflede

"I am inslosing the latest Air Force fact Sheet

concerning the Air Force's fen Year Stuly of Unidentified

Ylying Cbjecta." |

3e Roquest that all Congressional inquiries pertaining to Air
Yoree matters be forwaried to this Directorate for mrocessinz. COORD

COMEBACK

JOZ We KSLIY' /

lajor General, USA?

Director, Legislative Liaison

aclosures

dta 5 tiev 57 of

H/R: Reed SAFLL-1/8 Nov
Memo prepa/fwied based on r/s fr SAPFIS-3 dtd # Nov s/iaj Tacker
Z

&



SAPLL-L/itfaj Kelley £/?aj Van Dy/aat/78692/6 Dec 57
SAY.

Dear Senater Langer:

i refer to your acressionof interest in behalfof Ur. CENA

euigemmof the University of lorth parses who requested an axplanation of

an unidentified aerial object observed in the vicinity of wales, North

Jaxpta, on the evening of 5 Septecber 1957’,

An analysis of the sirhtines inticates that the obfect unioubteily

was 2 veliom geen phenomenon called a “PireballTM, or “bolidet, as they

are referred to in scisntiNiec terminclosy. A cumber have been geen this

year, the most spectacular being the sighting from an aircram of Fan

Amariean -orid Airwayy, incorporated, over the Atlantis on 9) Parch and

the recent Tireball ocoserved in four westam states an 10 october.

& is simificant to point out thet the brief? description of the

odrer,“given in the ali ppines submitted by -c. Wilke is somewhat similar
te that civen by the cress in the case of the avorementione? incidents.

A descristion ef fireballs civen by 4 well-inown astrophysicist my be

of interssts

Jy @icounter with sueh an object is an axtremely rare

ODCUFTaNses Recoris inmiisate that the sajority of peorle

over see one in their lifetime, ‘oiides, or ‘firsml ys’,

oifter from ordinary xateors in that they are very mish
brichter (semetimes transforming nicht into Seemor ry day)
and appeay like a mznesinn flare tnurtling throush the lower
atmosnhere, airi in that they persist to mich lower levels in

Lhe atmosphere. iredominantly oluishewhite in color, these

often have oranse, yollow ani creenish tints intermixed. 4A

bolide is generally a mss of meteoric material that ignites

tireugh friction with the earth's atmosshere. it becomes

visible a& heights above 50 miles bt, unlike an ordinary

mateer, doss nob burn out in the air but frequently cersists

uiti2 it crashes to earth sinzly or sometimes in pieces”.

“ conelusions veore submitted Yor comment to 2 camber of the

nithsonian istrovhysical Otservatory, comidered “nowleireabls in the

neteorL id| field, whe confirmed our findings.

ad CS: coord
Us Uas f ue COMB

DéSAP ISACSayMie 4 POF, atoT?eh



letter to Monoratle William Langer (Cans)

Attached is a copy of the latest Demriment of Defense release

revarding the air Zoroets work in the Meld ef unidentified aerial

phenomena.e

You aay be asgured that the Air Force will contime to study,

analyse ami present te the publis the full Zasts on this sudjest.

JOB vd, LELLY

inclouure

United States Sonate

MRes

Case received by 33 from aj Tacker/SAFIS-3/to lajor Van Dyk/id 4 Dec 576
on 21 Nov taj Takker received, SAS OL aes oa ked Seale heciad ea,

Capt G. T. Gregory/AFCIN,4,) “TM
COMES: tr dtd& Nov to Capt Elwood, Wright-Patterson APB, from Major
Tacker/photocy ltr fr Capt. Adams to Sen dd Cet 10 57/phtocy lir to

L~ Hon Neil il, Mck from Sen Lanzar dd 4 Oct 57/photocys ltr fr Teg

to Sen and newspaper clippings.


