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10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
A small guided-missile-appearing Object was hoax. No means &or
object was submitted to PIO office, propulsion, Russian script was
Hollywood, Object had Russian mark- amateurish, and couplings (brand
ings. Photographs on file, new) were stricltly US tvpe w/

US markings, The aluminum fins
; had AT.COA markings on them,
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COMDR ATIC

“ DET 2, ATIC, WESTERN OFFICE
PASATENA, CALIFORNIA
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IN RECEIPT OF PHOTOS OF ROCKET-LIKE OBJECT BEARING RUSSIAN -

cJ
WRITING, OBVIOUS HOAX, REJUEST DETAILED INFO. REGARDING e
CIRCUMSTANCES, AND ANY INDICATION OF PRINCIPALS OR SOURCES THAT 'f-*
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MAY BE INVOLVED FOR CASE FILES HERE. STATISTICAL SURVEY OF HOAXES | —o
AND ATTEMBTED HOAXES HAS BEEN RE)UESTED BY HO USAF. INFO

REQUIRED TO COMPLETE COMPILATION., REFER TO UFO UNIT, AFCIN-LEL,
IN REPLY.
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S Hr.. ; ‘an enplo,ree of B..ndix Radlo, Van Nujs, .nllfornia,
reported to his. supervisor at Bendix to display a "finned missile like" object he

O had osten31b1y found in the mountains near Angelus Crest Highway. The super-
‘visor placed the object in the hands of Bendix pollce, who in turn released it to

Van Nuys police.
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' At this po:Lnt the Air Force Off:l.ce of Public Information was called to a:Ld Y
in identification of the chject. - The Western Offlce, ATIC was requested by‘AF PIO "
_ to assist.. The object Was ea31ly 1dent1fied as being locall_y built and ATIC was so - |
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P Uni'ortunatel_v, a vast. amou.nt of publ:.c:.t.y accompauled the series of event,.:.
'.publlcity, .‘Iwhich Mr. Wdld not relish; since it was later determined that e-

had meant only to play.a joke on his supervisor, He became concerned about “how thing
-got out of hand" in view of the mounting publicity. In order to rectify the situation b
"he .called the AF PIO and adaitted having made the object hmself s but only as a jokﬂ oy
to plav on his supervisor. He 1n'tended that it end there. ' 2T 2
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Air Force PIO Holly'wood prom:Lsed Mr-not repeat not to release ths

det.alls presented above since:the individual concerned would probably suffer loss of |
his job or other possﬂ:le embarrassment. Th:.s office felt obllgated to comply m.th ) A
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DET 2, ATIC, WESTERN OFFICE
PASADENA , cu.momn

/mcL/moMrJ AFCIN-4E) /2 /9EF-&

REF YOUR DF. DATED 10 DEC 57 IN REPLY TO OUR TT MSG FOR DETAILS.

COPY OF PHOTO, MATERIAL AND INFO. UP TO THE TIME OF ORIGINAL

RECEIPT IN. HQ. USAF, SUBMITTED IN CCMPLIANCE WITH INTELLIGENCE
AND PIO POLICIES REGARDING HOAXES, WHICH HAVE BEEN GREATLY
INCREASING THIS YEAR, POSSIBILITY THAT ALL, INCLUDING THE HOAX

YOU REFORTED, MAY BE PRESENI'ED ON A NATION-WIDE PROGRAM. REPLY
7o
TO OUR QUERY BY TELETYPE MSG, INSTEAD OF DF WCULD HAVE BaEii

ACRIYED
XSS HERE IN TIME FOR PRYVENTIVE ACTICN. YOUR DF RECEIVED

17 DEC M WILL CON‘I'A.C#!O. HQS USAF, WITH SUGGESTION THAT IF
TO BE RELEASED AS PART CF SERIES, THAT NAME AND LOCATIONS OF THE

"VAN NUYS HOAX" NOT BE USED.
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