
1. DATE

11 October 1957

3. DATE-TIME GROUP

Leeal

12/0140Z

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

2-3 seconds

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Round area of light,

basketball, blue-green, trail 3

times size of object. Appeared

of car while traveling,

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP $2)

rea LU Le ana ate Ran Vs cs ti eee aia hati. ,

PROJECT: 10073 RECORD CARD

2. LOCATION

Levittown

4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION

%2%Ground-Vi sual

O Air Visual

Civilian

8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

one

larger than

-~ ‘4

ahead

12, CONCLUSIONS

Was Bolloon

Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

Was Aireraft

Probebly Airerof?
Possibly Aircroft

tKXWes Astronomical Meteor
Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Other
Insufficient Date for Evaluction
Unk newn

D Ground-Radar

O Air-Intereept Roder

o
o
0
q
0
 
0
0
0

not ctiven

11. COMMENTS

Typical description of meteor,
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_ .FOLO FIREBALL, VERNAL.
WASHINGTON, OCTe 10.--(UP)=-THE AIR FORCE SAID TODAY IT IS INVESTI-wae

. GATING REPORTS OF A FIREBALL. STREAKING ACROSS THE WESTERN PART OF THE
NATION EARLY THIS MORNING. A SPOKESMAN SAID THE FIREBALL "APPEARS TO
HAVE BEEN A METEOR.*

_ THE AIR FORCE SAID ITS AIR DEFENSE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AT COLORADO

bh ag RECEIVED REPORTS ABOUT THE FIREBALL FROM SEVERAL SOURCES EARL
ici

ae

"THESE “INCLUDED GROUND OBSERVERS, STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND PLANES, A Wymoe
» CIVIL TRANSPORT PLANE, AND A NAVY PILOT.

‘THE AIR FORCE SAID: THE FIREBALL APPARENTLY MOVED SOUTHWEST FROM IT a
“THE DAKOTAS AND MONTANA AND SEEMED TO HAVE LANDED NEAR MYTON, UTAH.

_ WAS DESCRIBED AS A BRIGHT GREEN BALL WHICH TURNED WHITE AND hep JUST
BEFORE CRASHING. ~~ :
"ROTH THE AIR FORCE AND THE NAVY HERE SAID THEY HAD BEEN UNABLE TO

- IDENTIFY THE NAVY PILOT WHO WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SEEN THE FIREBALL.
BOTH SERVICES DENIED REPORTS THAT THERE HAD BEEN ANY SECRECY Lid ON

THE hibisimagrg

(DX--AIR FORCE.SEZ YOU SHOULD BE ABLE. TO GET EVERYTHING AVAILABLE
QN hepa iTHROUGH A COLe MAYALL AT ADC, COLORADO SPRINGS=--WA)

Shag? eR >
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i m USE FOR } ,MEMO ROUTING SLIP Se te
1 MAME OR TITLE . » ‘2 INITIALS CIRCULATE

ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION va 8tye DATE COORDINATION
2 FILE

INFORMATION

NECESSARY

ACTION

NOTE AND
RETURN

SEE ME

A SIGNATURE

ab)
‘J | Remarks

! it ( Gun& Am
I

) doeesne bss
e

FROM NAME OR TITLE

ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION

Usy
FORM Replaces DA AGO Form 895, | Apr 48, and AFHQ Ei ns

L) D 1 FEB 50 =) 5 Foam 12, 10 Nov 47, which may be used. + GND Ape & OR

SARTREAP Shea, ie Seed eile ee



‘MEMO ROUTING SLIP =| =“? cunnances-on'siaitan actions

EauSe:eel
_ Colonel Giivents-

eT

beSERE ‘eel
VainlJ ACTION

ioeee
4

Colonel Load RY
One a a ell\ 4. 2 :

spread Gen-Wafeou

Info re thinking of some scientists on "fireballs
and meteorites observed during last 14 years - and
how they may "trigger off" some grave international

3FORM Replaces DA AGOForm 895,t Apr 48, and A#B GPO : 195—-O-~403461
DD ¢ FEB 50 5 Form 1m 10 Nov é7, whiod ray be used. a *



. | , C oz, (aig 195 8
' ¢ 4 i ( 3S CJ :

l. The attached correspondence, reviewed by a number of IGY scientists |
was passed on to the undersigned by Dr. Hynek, with the suggestion that it

be brought to the attention of the Air Force.

2. The grave consequences of military pilots, or members of the military

or public, mistaking (and officially reporting) meteorites or "fireballs"
striking the earth -- as Soviet missiles, during tense international situation

or periods of impending hostilities (such as existed the few days before Pearl
Harbor) ia recognized. It was discussed at length by the undersigned with the

Office of the Scientific Advisor last summer, as a prime reason for a "new"

UFO regulation and the need for "UFO identification and guidance material."

3. New UFO regulation is now in the process of publication. A "UFO
guidance and identification" manual is also in the process of completion by
undersigned, workloads and other priorities permitting.

exe oar7.
AFCIN-HE'
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2 Astrophysical Observatory’PTT eag hates § ugh ee
Cambridge. BBs. Mes aon,
iheA aot aes Ai lpr agit ee age: art Mitrene repaint ae+ Sis Jonata th peptie, rail A id

yeeDear Dr. Moippler 4 | . |

“ee oe eee Recently I meade a. firebell- survey whith reveeled a
ettuation thet 1s frightening and I think perheps you are
the ‘men.Both best position to do something about it.

. On October 10,1957, a navy pllot of ‘Lt.Commander
we rank wasWelyine fromm,,lameda,California to Norfolk, Va, ,
me. 6. . Carrying militery personnel, ie wes about Yb miles southeast

(ot = of Salt Lake City when he said he’sishted & lerve ftrebdall or:

his left snd aread, coming in a collision course se he téEnked

fe olane ana circled. As he cid so “the tiretell alsinteyre:+
uncer him." ‘

ayers ah Oa mere were mony sightings of thie firedell from
1 eee widely Separated points but the North Americen Lefense Comman:

at. Colorsdo Springs took the pilot's statement at per ard dis-

petched a searching party to the area where the pilot said it

lended. I sunpose they worked on the theory that it might

possibly have deen ® missile stead of «meteorite, I dis-

oon States the matter with the Colonel who was in charge of that
' offiee:snd-who himself led ‘the searening‘party. When: I ‘ted dis-

cussing: the matter with him and his subordinstes I wae reeliv
oa snd troly frightened though 1 tried not to reveel this stete 4:
‘mine to trem.’ The point’ {s my survey bad revealed that the tete-
ite hed disintegrated et a point more than 150 miles from wher+
they searched yet two:weeks after this event the Colonel and i ‘ts

etaff were in a state of complete confusion .and hed reached cre

conclusion that nothing more could be done concerning the loca-

tion or neture of that object.

iy survey covered points on all sides of the end o1n:

hom thegs irebdal] and the only thing about which -.the pilot wes

/ correct-wes the eaoproximate Girection from which it had come,

' Thet: ‘atrection was approximately the same direction .from wr ich

to: find on our Foner’ screen hed detected eth eabienes
pa ,

aelane “thet si cisintegrsted: et: en altitude acdove'ten miles,
a ee ay are a ae ry wie Oa Ne «pee te Oe —

re

“ » Kussien missile would be most likely to’come yet I was onabities:

Ae ow’ there de no question but thet this was a meteors tins 2



norpcly neserer 15 miles,in the crea betveen Asven smi Eneole,
> lorado,. The terrain was covered by a toot Of snow between

ime Of Its srrivel end the completton of my survey nence ne

cesrcoh car be mede-until next sunner but the region is rountsi>

| oug end it 1s doudtful whether s seuercn is reslly » nbithcke eg
rot. Hut that it now the point of tils letter,

8 JAN OL + th He Ys PENA 7
ys ae coer I am writing. you because this high Penk the s4lot eri3

- ° the ton officials of the North american Defense clearly reves!

a ec their finability to deal with problems of identity and locst’o-
ge of such, odfects. Just like dozens of other pilots with whon I Pe ca

% have met on similér surveys tirough the pest 2O years they d‘e |

all..of the wrong things. and none of the right things in attempi- /

ing toreport end snalyse the situation. this constitutes » 7
epee eee. threat under present international conditions, —

ti yy. eet o

sd ance L>vont osrefully over: the. many: Atspatehes that reached
the DENVER POST office concerning this flredsell. anyone who

understundsthe metiiods of dealing with subhyeports could hav-

sat there st his desk and telephone end in «O minutes could heve

known positively that. this was se meteorite end: could have snown §°

the general area over which it passed and where it lended. caer

\ From now on, it appears to ne that unless tre%m ie <-:
"0 8 processing office where all such reports will be enterec- ;
we ere in danger of twg internationsl catsstrophies. 1), a minr<tils

FS 8 tris) shot. could errive end the military world. be unsear-
of ttuntil ita lending could be wsed by the enemy to correct
their: sim and literally bienket our country with atomic aestruct-

fon, or 2) & meteorite could be mistaken for a missile enc our
retalitory mechanisn be set in:motion initieting 8 war of comple*s
Sachs ick? Pre “ ’

There is no~ question ebout the. lack of Drepeeet ior in:
pilotstte, desl with this situation. 1 hsve found it almost
universal. Cne of the chief duties of this proposed processing .—

office would be the proper instruction of pilots,militery person-

ne ly, and:forest. service personnel, Our fire lookouts and contr} :
towers:sre.-of. utmost; import ance - a handling: the problem,provid- i=
esSheye know. what: todo... - ee

Sard teem 104 a Se Ak gic oh ne tty6 EE eatin pretarnpieyiy Feng Oe be eet le ae mye re the Bes ov cpib dd enellgted epee
* 3

“VSL. hope: you:Swill find some. ‘me ans” “or correcting this: ras”
extremely’ dangerous. situation, : e | SA Se aie kg

Sincerely yours,.

” ¥ ;
et4 gat

Deh HiWininger

a) ae ae eee Twee” ee ee
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December 12, 1957

ae |

Your letter of December 2 is a very important one.
and I certainly share with you misgivings of the type

you describe. I shall pass along to the proper authori-

ties a copy of your letter, with your permission,and

will discuss it with them. If you wish to contribute

more. in alleviating the situation, I would appreciate

your referring me to a good description of exactly how

the observations of fireballs should be made so that

the proper interpretations can be reached. If there is
not @ really good account of this that might be usable

by. pilots anc other military observers, I suggest that

‘you write down a few ideas and pass them around ——<

the: various meteorite students.

ee ip really think there 4g a useful field of anaiavor
Be te Ras this.irection:ene. Mitt cooperate in any way possibie.

"Hope everything‘4s Going well with you. ne ee

Lg eee Bincerely, / ~

Fred L. Whipple
Director

.
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ae URGENT iar
LEAD SALT LAKE CITY | HA

VERNAL) UTAH, OCT. 10<-(UP)<-A WHITE OBJECT THAT “LOOKED LIKE THE
MOON® AND TRAILED A *BL AM TART PULSED LAKE AHEAR TWAS BELLEVED

| TOO HAVE CRASHED Oo TO SO HTL TS “EneAST 6. HERE SHORTLY BEFORE SUNRISE. (
— THE OBJECT FIRST WAS REPORTED SA L*SEEN OVER DENVER. iBY A CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION SPOKESMAN AT 4304 os NST, ;

W
e
s
 D

ine
 
e
n
 |
 

ee
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¢

(7305 AeMe EDT). REPORTS OF A SIMILAR *FIREBALL® CAME_FROM POINT a8
SCATTEREDAS FAR AS TEXAS AND SOUTH DAKOTA. SOME PERSONS REPORTED © 7) | 1}

| SEEING IT OVER UTAH AND SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING. aviutiy ie WN

| AROUND THE EARTH LATE LAST. £
“FRIDAY. | a

< 2 OF THE UsSe SATELLITE TRACKING. qHEI EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL" HEITE TRACKINGHAD ANYTHING To 7: v TE ROCKETS. HE SAID AT Bre GFBeersLITE AND EMPTYROCKET oat IFOLLOWING:IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN drncuine: SOMEWHERE OFF SOUTH AFRICAe) if

bs

i
ae

eater MG 10 24

HX1SA ie of

4 URCENT sah fea /

ppp FIREBALL, VERNAL XX X SOUTH AFRICA.) Bi )
’. A VERNAL RADLO STATION EMPLOYE. LAVON (CAP V) WALL OF STATION KvEL'G
(CAPS) SAID TWO MEN HAD SEEN THE OBJECT, BELIEVED IT HAD CRASHED ABOUT,
2 TO. 30 MILES EAST OF HERE, AND HAD GONE TO LOOK FOR IT. THEY 4 3DESCRIBED IT AS "WHITE AND LOOKING LIKE. THE MOON WITHA BLUE FLAMINGih

}

TAIL-T ED., LIKE..A.HEART.*
MRSe AID THE OBJECT *LIT UP THE ENTIRE SKY" IN THE VERNAL ;

AREA BEFORE IT DISAPPEARED BEHIND LOW HILLS ABOUT 4315 AsMe (MST)e (25._ EARLIER REPORTS ALSO SAID THE OBJECT HAD CRASHED 20 TQ 30,,MILES a 5
_ EAST OF UTAH, A SMALL TOWN ABOUT 25 MILES SOUTHWEST OF: HERE. ye:
DUCHESNE COUN IFF LORIN STEVENSON SAID HE PLANNED TO SEND A . ol E
SEARCH PLANE AFTER THE OBJECT ALTHOUGH HE SAID HE HAD FOUND NO ONE IN |

HIS AREA WHO HAD SEEN THE OBJECT--EITHER IN THE SKY OR ON THE GROUND» es |
: C INCLUDES, paeytOW ts. oe ix

E giaek a -MG1027Ass ee
. bak 04 ¢ oak wi “a 2 Yarnton ts 9 whday cere



€

‘ Uvoo00x ©
| X WX23A |
CY ~~ (WITH FIREBALL)

“FIREBALL BIRCH GAS OCTe 10--C(UP)“--A WESTERN AIRLINES PILOT. WHO SIGHD

THE FIREBALL WHICH WAS SEEN OVER SEVERAL WESTERN STATES TODAY SAID
IT WAS "NO SAUCER FANTASYe" .

_"” FIRST OFFICER BILL SCHULTZ OF LOS ANGELES SAID HE IS INCLINED

TO DISCREDIT THE THEORY IT MAY HAVE BEEN A METEORITE, BUT
WOULDN'T DISCREDIT THE POSSIBILITY 1T MAY HAVE BEEN PART OF A

Y ® 4 ‘

\/* WOWEVER, ba ore THE CREW, AFTER DISCUSSING THE SIGHTING
FOR SEVERAL HAVE TO ADMIT THAT IT COULD HAVE BEEN NOTHING

KKOTHER THAN: A METEORITE.®
| ONE THING WE KNOW FOR SURE", HE ADDED. THIS WAS NO FLYING ~
NSACUER FANTSYe®

\ CHE SALD:) THE *RASCAL®WAS SO @REALISTIC IT BECAME A MATTER OF|
CONCERN TO US. IT WAS SO IMPRESSIVE WE KEPT OUR EYES ALERTED DURING

“OTHE REST OF THE NIGHT® BECASE WE ®HAD NO IDEA-WHAT WAS BEHIND US".
(<THE CREW OF EBS EAL BL INES ELL GH 2 ROUTE. FROM LOS -..

- ANGELES TO MINN GHTED THE OB T ABOUT ASQE Aa Me
LING WYO..OPAL AS IT CROSSED THe CONTINENTAL DIVIDE IN THE RAW

bis

SEDAYe FIRST SEEN AS A SMALL WHITE LIGHT BY CAPT. JOSEPH

CONSISTENT FLAME PATTERN WHICH WAS WHITE IN COLO AT LEAS
30 FEET IN LENGTH.*® :

HE SAID IT WAS FIRST SEEN NEARLY HORIZONTAL TO THE HORIZON AND
MORE RS Isso 2 O*°CLOCK POSITION IT BEGAN TO DISINTEGRA Ee

bd . oe : .

HX24A |
. ADD WITH FIREBALL X X X TO DISINTEGRATE. “

inate ME" QM SAID, “OF A WING BEING SHOT OFF AN

SHULTZ SAID THAT "WITHIN SECONDS® AFTER THEY REPORTED SIGHTING

THE OBJECT,OTHER PLANES ALSO CAME IN WITH CONFIRMATIONS.
HE SAID THE PILOT OF A NAVY TRANSPORT WAS *SORE THAT..A ROCKET OR

WISSILE HAD BEEN FIRED AND ENDANGERED HIS PASSENGERS".

_THE NAVY PILOT SAID HE HAD TO TAKE EVASIVE ACTION, HE REPORTED
_ SEEING IT CRASH. re

SCHULTZ SAID THE OBJECT WAS IN SIGHT FOR ABOUT A MINUTE.
HE SAID A ®RIDICULOUS® ESTIMATE OF THE SPEED OF THE OBJECT .WOULD BE

: 45200 TO 1, 30, MILES AN eases FO ;
in 1

IT THEN LOOMED ACROSS THE HORIZON, DISPLAYING Dy SAID, A “VERY



7 “IST GENERAL, LEAD FIREBALL | Nae
an BY UNITED PRESS a

‘THE NORTH AMERICAN AIR DEFENSE COMMAND AT COLORADO SPRINGS GOLO-, ,
SAID TODAY IT BELIEVED A HUGE FIREBALL HURTLED ACROSS THEPRE-
DAUM Skiu8 OF FIVE WESTERN STATES WAS. A MEOR ig

COMMAND OFFICIALS SAID AN AIR FORCE INVESTIGATING TEAM WOULD BE “A
FLOWN "IMMEDIATELY" TO THE NORTHEASTERN UTAH SITE WHERE THE OBJECT ia

APPARENTLY CRASHED SHORTLY AFTER 4 AcMe MST (7 AeMe EDT) eee
-\"""SHE COMMAND CONFIRMED REPORTS THE MYSTERIOUS FIERY OBJECT NARROWLY
- SEDESWIPED A NAVY PLANE IN AN AREA NEAR THE COLORADO-UTAK BORDER, BUT, . ‘

SAID IT COULD NOT IDENTIFY THE PILOT OR WHERE THE PLANE WAS BASED. eee
OIT GAVE THE PLANE'S NUMBER AS *NAVY 10729 ~ ce aes

COMMAND OFFICIALS JOINED SEVERAL EASTERN SCIENTISTS IN RULING |
beOUT THE POSSIBILITY THE FIREBALL WAS PART OF. THE RUSSIAN. schlimeaant de Ey
LAUNCHING tag nk Bh Eg MILITARY SPOKESMEN IN THIS. AREA © , a4 eae

| REJEC ) THE-—P AS A _RUN-AWAY MISSILE.’ ae a
A_ PEF oD OF HEAV' ORACTIVITY,” SAID ONE ALR FORCE

“OFFICIAL AT THE AIR DEFENSE COMMAND. *A SHOWER KNOWN AS 'GLACOBIMIDS* ets DUE OCTs 9 (LAST NIGHT) WITH OTHERS DUE ON THE 18TH AND ‘25RD ‘OF ier
OBER. | - : oighe a

ye A WESTERN AIK LINES PILOT, CAPTAIN JOE SEDAY OF LOS ANGELES, SAID.
+, JN HE SAW THE OBJECT WHILE FLYING OVER SOUTHWESTERN WYOMING. HE SAIDA('”, -.

(vi<" FEW MOMENTS LATER HE TALKED AIR-TO-AIR BY RADIO WITH THE PILOT OF ise
Ww whSHE UNIDENTIFIED NAVY PLANE, WHICH HAD THE REPORTED NEAR-COLLISION WITH |

yen ®VE WON'T HAVE ANY DEFINITE INFORMATION ON THE WHOLE THING UNTIL. 9
“AN AIR FORCE TEAM GETS IN THERE TO SEARCH -THE-AREA ON-THE GROUND,® eo

THE COMMAND’S PUBLIC INFORMATION SERVICE SAID. ‘*I HAVE BEEN TOLS Toys# |
"ANNOUNCE THAT A FULL“SCALE INVESTIGATION IS BEING MADE.” 3°
“THE COMMAND SAID [T HAD A LIST *A MILE LONG® OF PEOPLE wHo HAD /2°> p
SPOTTED THE OBJECT. SOME DESCRIBED IT AS A BRIGHT RED FIREBALL. a -#
Nedee SAID IT LOOKED LIKE A *WHLTE MOON@ WITH A BLUE FLAME TAILe 1457

"THE OBJECT IS BELIEVED TO HAVE CRASHED EAST OF VERNAL, UTAK, NEAR 1G.
"THE COLORADO BORDER. sits GAMA CA aya Ae ae,

acaeTH PGHt.. THE OBJECT was SEEN ETC) . oo eet

“CORRECTIONS: “IN 1ST Pe apy 3 READ IT ox OF SIX WESTERN STATES ne
ae‘tstep FFL Bet 3
—_— eae

ae, Fe a +s 4

‘ + .

se oy rae — . ¥

si* og * . : 4 : * ,
» Les . ‘ i i . ‘ ’ ,

. ' " : , p
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‘A "WHITE MOON® WITH A BLUE FLAME TAILe SOME THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE

areeat SAID IN BOSTON HE..WAS * EXTREMELY DOUBTFUL® THE

pics f ,

. GENERAL LEAD*SF IREBALL" ‘
_ BY UNITED PRESS|

A MYSTERIOUS FIERY OBJECT SKIPPED ERRATICALLY THROUGH. WESTERN
- PREDAWN SKIES TODAY LEAVING IN ITS WAKE A FLOOD OF VARYING
REPORTS AND SPECULATION BEFORE IT REPORTEDLY CRASHED NEAR THE UTAH=

COLORADO BORDER.» gen SIRT

SOME DESCRIBED IT AS A "FIREALLe*® OTHERS SAID IT LOOKED LIKE

- 
a

 
+
 
a
 

e
e
e
e
e

e
n
e

PART OF THE RUSSIAN SATELLITE LAUNCHING ROCKET, ALTHOUGH THAT WAS
Gent ASTRAY. OUTe OTHERS THOUGHT IT WAS A METEOR OR GUIDED MISSILE

THE AIR DEFENSE COMMAND AT COLORADO SPRINGS, COLOs, SAID THE AIR
FORCE WOULD MAKE A COMPLETE INVESTIGATION OF THE FIREBALLe

AT WASHINGTON, THE AIR FORCE SAID THE FIREBALL APPEARED

TO BE A METEOR..
THE FIRST REPORT CAME FROM A NAVY PILOT WHO TOLD CIVIL

AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION EMPLOYES IN DENVER AND SALT LAKE CITY HE
NEARLY COLLIDED WITH THE OBJECTe HE SAID HE SAW THE *FIREBALL* CRASH

“ EAST OF VERNAL, UTAH, NEAR THE COLORADO BORDER, SHORTLY AFTER.

6 AeMe ESTe

THE OBJECT WAS SEEN IN SCATTERED AREAS OF TEXAS, COLORADO, WYOMING,
SOUTH DAKOTA, MONTANA AND UTAH. wenn

WITNESSES’ AT VERNAL SAID THEY SAW AN OBJECT THAT "LOOKED LIKE
THE MOON=-WHITE WITH A BLUE FLAME THAT PULSEDLIKE A HFART* DISAPPEAR
BEHIND LOW HILLS 20 TO 30 MILES EAST OF THE CITY. SEARCHERS WERE
SENT INTO THE VICINITY IMMEDIATELY. one | . !
MORE RS1255P ih 7 |

~HX21A : \
ADD GENERAL LEAD FIREBALL X X X VICINITY IMMEDIATELY.

ONE OBSERVERAT VERNAL SAID THE OBJECT *LIT UP THE ENTIRE SKYe"

' THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE FIREBALL WAS CONNECTED WITH THE SOVIET

SATELLITE APPEARED REMOTE. RADIO TRACKERS. INWASHINGTON.CLOCKED

HE MAN-MADE MOON. OVER THE MIDWESTERN SATES, AT THE TIME OF
T RTED FIREBALL CRASH. ea ela

THE DIRECTOR OF THE U.S. SATELLITE TRACKING PROGRAM, ALLEN
FIREBALL HAD Tw X-

ANYTHING TO DO WITK THE SATELLITE OR ITS ROCKETCOMPANIONS= YAN AL. Ge
ropek a3? REPORTED SEEING THE FIREBALLOVER SOUTHWESTERN

‘ WYOMINGe THE PILOT SAID HE BELIEVED IT WAS A METEOR}
_ SOME SPECULATED THE OBJECT WAS A GUIDED MISSILE. GONE ASTRAY. HOWEVER, |

AN AIR FORCE SPOKESMAN AT THE MISSILE DEVELOPMENT CENTER

_. NEAR oer aed peded SAID NO MISSILES WERE IN THE AIR AT THE ‘TIME
TTHE FIREBALL WAS REPORTED.

A SPOKESMAN AT THE AIR..DEFENSE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IN COLORADO
SPRINGS EARLIER HAD DECLINED TO COMMENT ON REPORTS ba

OF THE MYSTERIOUS OBJECT. HE SAID ONLY THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD TO *REFER

ALL QUERIES TO WASHINGTON.* :

NEITHER OF THE PILOTS OF THE NAVY OR AIR FORCE PLANES WHICH

REPORTED SEEING THE OBJECT WAS AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT «
RS1258Pe6 ; is st

sae OO rprotte Ore Ts mss ey
‘ a 1) & te95 DS/HX nace iF eS, S SS abit

FYI, SKEDDING WA°S FLU STY WHICH BLV WILL CARRY MAIN HOD TNIe | tes "7.
LC/NX 
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gh eget? > one . ‘fam te “16 X \ ft I Carr 1]
Lowsy Flight deities cescrded this et 2? Zt At 3165 eee at a recost te

. . a / ‘

a

~ £yom Inglewewé, Tilirads, a Vall cf? fire 200-3 yarés long, falling

Pare repidiy norshgto, south At sheDy Neue Mi resets 1007, 2 miles ERS. Od,

= a Myton, Utak,,East ‘bound on Vieter eX, repertad either a rocket, Jer or

é. pnknown,ob jact passed of. hie por sice at an angle cf 30 degrees toen:
19) mises.Bas t of MsCh, Utans ‘Speed was. ay

eS ax:
si.estinated+ as Macha at 197, fester AdrLines rept:rted ripthte,“crossed

*

+

y; ings Stee 2

d crashed rt Myton 2Bors at sie? Granvivle, % SAC alreratt:ae

X "335 000, “pospect vey saw object and. gave locatfon of

ae*A crash aga Yytony ‘Usars The otek wes nigher than’ the sirereft tet not” |
ao hanger Burn-cut was’ in, West-Sout reeset direction. Seex for,ae Seccnds.’ 7

2 é ‘ 4 “h Se a ; "4

- Srildiant objects very hares, bri soe abcess Checked with Ceatral. and | a ,

x m= forces’: rd hey have.ne ssing” aire? ft, We have a site up in
eer : aia ges :ars Otnee a1"%. ‘ ita. nehee nie me, ons 7 .

oon that area. and’ have shecked with than ax.d they” have nate preliminary
: ee, ae Sid «

=

oie search “and.found, nothings > investigation, Verne onducted as yet chat

»~s I know ate:Hore sah de Denversadic stations stated they had aa
(3tom persons:esac:@ng the ctjects :

& te 4

ye : 4 “4

‘ ay 3 = ¢ ted

2CaeVa vects sate! 4)
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I Believes
Fireball: = |

; By UNirep PRESS
‘The North ‘American Air De-

fense Command at: Colorado
Springs, Colo., said today it

believed a huge: fireball that

hurtled. across the predawn}|
skies of five Western states |i’
was @& meteor, .

Command: officials said an}

Alp: Porce. inves tigating team.
would be flown “immediately”

to the northeastern Utah site

where the object apparently

crashed early this morning.

THE COMMAND confirmed

reports the mysterious fiery ob-

jech narrowly - sideswiped a

Navy plane’ in an area near

the Colorado-Utah border, but

srid it could not identify the

pilot or where the. plane was
based: It gaye the plane’s num-

ber’ as. “Navy 1607.” —
Command, officials joined

several Eastern § scientists in

ruling out the possibilitythe

tireball was part of the Rus-

slan satellite launching rocket.

Otaer military spokesmen in

this area rejected the possibil-

ity: it was°a run-away missile.

“Thisis a. period of heavy

meteor. activity,” said. one Air

Foree official at the Air De-

tenge*.Command. “A shower
eeag:Giacobimids’ was

others due. on. be: sth and 234,
of October.”:. 223220"

: ‘We: won't have ‘any: definite
j information:on ‘the whole thing:

‘ ‘ - untian. Ade Force team-gets’
' Inthere: {o:.search’ the-area on

the “ground,” the’ command's
public. information service said.
“T‘have: deen: told to announce

thaé..2 full-scale investigation

is being. made.” '

EET VRS RM BABYtat bar cg ef



yeen Ga

yt. INSERT AFTERATH PCHGENERAL LEAD SATELLITE UNDATED Xxx THE |
EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE,-
‘RADIO TRACKERS IN WASHINGTON REPORTED THAT THE FIREBALL WAS NOT

"<SPUTNIKe -OTHER OBSERVERS AT THE NAVAL RESEARCH LABORATORY SAID THE
© SOVIET SATELLITE STILL WAS MAINTAINING ITS ORIGINAL ORBIT AND SPEEDe.ae RADIO SIGNALS: FROM THE SPUTNIK WERE INTERCEPTED STRONG AND CLEAR...
‘AS THE SOVIET MOON SPED OVER THE UNITED. hip *ON ITS NORTHWEST TO. | ee

_GSOUTHEAST ORBITS:¢ THE EADORA TORY: dard :
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~THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR

ange “coinci-

is purchased

rt) In the new >

Washington

in (left), 11th

‘ the “Dollars

garten, cam-

impaign gets

mm Alabama,

lives tempore

uilty

ictices
\nfirmation of

sion that this

d is engaged

practices in

law of the

: |as a house, blazed across-west-

‘hours later.

Big Fireball Traverses

Western U.S. Sky
Denver (AP) — A brilliant | 000 feet below. The plone was

ball of fire described as large] flying at 17,000 feet at the
time and was three minutes

past its checkpoint a Bytom
Utah.

In addition to the crew, the

4-engine plane carried 23 pas-
sengers. No one was hurt and

the plane was not damaged.

An Air Force bomber pilot,

Lt. George Wortell of Cleve-
land, said he thought for a

time the fireball was on a

collision course with his plane,

and:

“When it passed instead of

hitting us, excitement turned

to awe. The cockpit was lit

up like daylight ... it was

a big ball of blue-white fire

only five or 10 miles away.

“It went by at terrific

speed in a descending trajec-

tory from about 50,000 feet,

trailing a spectacular multi-

colored tail. It seemed to dis-

integrate before it hit ground,

falling in many pieces.”

ern skies in the predawn dark-

ness yesterday. It whizzed so

close to a Navy plane that the

pilot had to make a sharp

turn to avoid a collision.

Scientists said they are sure

the flaming object was a

meterite and had no connec-

tion with the Russian satellite

launched last week.

The Navy transport plane

pilot, Lt. Cmdr. W. F. Norris,

sald after seeing the fireball,

he circled over it and saw it

crash in rugged country near

the Colorado-Utah border.

Norris said he had to bank
sharply to avoid the fireball.

HEADQUARTERS of the

North American Air Defense

Command at Colorado Springs

said fliers will search the area

east of Myton, in east-central

Utah. :

Airplane pilots and night

toilers all the way from North

Dakota to Utah told of seeing

the flaming sky wanderer il-

luminatingthe heavens.

' The 16-man crew of the}:

transport plane still was shak-

en when the plane landed at

Norfolk, Va., nearly seven

Capt. E. A. Anderson, who.

was in the plane’s cockpit

when the fireball first was

seen, sald the object came

driving out of the north.

“IT WAS A BLUISH green

ball of fire,” said Anderson,

senior medical officer at the

Norfolk Naval Air Station.

Anderson said the object

flashed by the left side of the

transport plane and appeared

to have burned out about 1,-
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‘if TAR -- -§ HUGE FLBEBALL® HRTLED_ | )o oven SEVER? KEN STATES TODAY AND NARROWLY} BIKING A NAVY.

INE BEFORE LT CRASHED iW TH VICINITY OFMYTON, UTAlts NEAR THE
A AIR TRAFFWC CONTROL, SPOKESMAN KERE SALD- THE PLANE WAS ALMOST WIT 4

OY THE FIREBALL WHICH SHOT ACROSS THE PRE-DAWN SKIES OVER DENVER AT =atT6005 AeMe MSTe aT G V% ieee
SeTHE SPOKESHAN.SAID THE PLANEFOLLOWED THE FIREBALL AND SAW IT CRASH
"Bite 30 MILESFROM HYTON, WHERE IT APPARENTLY HAD SETOFF A NUMBER OF
Se THE FIREBALL ALSO WAS SEEN OVER RAPID CITY, SeDes AND DALHART, TEX.”coe“THERE WERE OTHER REPORTS THAT IT WAS SILGHTED OVER. tyitD DA bsiot

THERE WAS SPECULATION ° MIG eaten ee THApur ae astra Senetimi ORBIT “AROEND HE EARTH LATE LAST
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FOLO FIREBALL, SALT LAKE (ca)
| COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO., OCT 10--(UP)--A SPOKESMAN. AT THE NORTH

AMERICAN AIR DEFENSE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS SAID TODAY HE WAS ORDERED TO
“@REFER ALL QUERIES TO WASHINGTON® ABOUT A HUGE FIREBALL THAT FLASHED

“ACROSS SEVERAL WESTERN STATES ABQUT 4105 As Ms MST (7305 Ae Ms EDT)
US CAPT. ROBERT GIVENS, STAFF OFFICER IN CHARGE AT THE.COMMAND
SOHEADQUARTERS, SAD THE MYSTERIOUS FIREBALL HAD BEEN REPORTED TO
OFFICIALS HERE *EARLY«*
(WE REFUSED TO CONFIRM OR DENY THAT ANY INVESTIGATING PLANES HAD BEEN
"SENT TO THE SITE WHERE THE FIREBALL IS BELIEVED 10 HAVE CRASHEDNEAR
THE NORTHEASTERN UTAM TOWN OF MYTON. |

- WHEN ASKED WHEN HE GOT HIS. ORDERS TO REFER AL
: L QUERIES TO WASHINGTON
ABOUT THE FIREBALL, GIVENS REPLIED: *WELL, THIS MORNING. IN

| UNUSUAL CASES LIKE’THIS SUCH QUESTIONS ARE ALMOST ALWAYS SENT ON TO
A VAS HINGT ekee be 56 A RA es

et ed aie

ee

a 4
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Cee SOLO VERNAL
ALAMOGORDO, NeMey OCTs 10--C(UP)--A SPOKESMAN AT THE AIR FORCE
“MISSILE eePMENT CENTER NEAR HERE SAID TODAY A HUGE FIREBALL SEEN

“DOMINIC, ASSISTANT CHIEF WITH THE PUBLIC INFORMATION -
OFFICE AT THE CENTER, SAIDNR

=TODAY "AND NO- OTHER dissiLe tiete ek
CMICHT HAVE: BEEN A MISCUIDED WISSTLE at

_-} OR. ONE OF THE MATADORS, WHICHRECENTLY HAVE BEEN ESCORTED ON CROSS-
eCOUNTRY FLIGHTS:FROM. The.MISSILE DEVELOPMENT HERE TO A\ PRE-DETERMINED |
“TARGET AREAIN'UTAHe = a : eta aren

i *Te

oRe fea a he ern 2 Age i f : ’ Sys ‘
age ) i Pe ' jeer: % ‘

PAR 1 ENS, i
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""FOLO FIREBALL, DENVER
|, ,WASHINGTON, OCT. 10e--(UP)--A HUGE FIREBALL SEEN OVER DENVER AT

7305 Ae Me EDT TODAY WAS NOT. SPUTNIK.
“RADIO TRACKERS HERE CLOCKED THE SQVIET SATELLITE OVER MID-UNITED

STATES AT 7338 Ae Me EDTc AT THAT MOMENT IT WAS FLYING IN A NORTHWEST-

SOUTHEAST DIRECTION. WEST..OF A LINE BETWEEN DETROIT AND CLEVELAND.
“THE RADIO TRACKING CONTROL CENTER MERE SAID SPUTNIK WOULD PASS.,

“west OF DENVER AT 9854A. Me EDT.
ope OFFICIALS HAD NO WAY OF KNOWING IMMEDIATELY WHETHER THE FIREBALL
ua ONE OF SPUTNIK’S COMPANIONS--THE THIRD STAGE ROCKET AND BOS &
agen. etaALSO» Meee’ esa frorehdh ding ‘BE er tebooneea THE ee 883TAe
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' %e DESCRIPTIONS | "poe 6 waleco
| A. ROUND AREA OF LIGHT

C, BLUE - GREEN~
‘“ SE ee ee ccc

Ee N/A die ei

Fe N/A A i
Ge TRAIL af ~& TIMES: SIZE OFS Gi
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e
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2e DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

A. APPEARED AHEAD OF CAR WHILE TRAVELING f | wx

Be 75 DEGREES FROM HORIZON lL ghia }
NN ; 7. oy

C. 3@ DEGREEZ FROM HORIZON ee in

De STRAIGHT LINE OR A SLIGHT ARC

Ee FADED FROM VIEW

| FelIWO - THREE SECONDS dhe ai ea | Ma temete S
| 3. MANNER OF OBSERVATIONS eas

|” Ay GROUND/VISUAL

B. NONE —

C. N/A

4. TIME & DATE OF SIGHTING

As 12/81492 : ee

| 5, LEVITTOWN, NEW YORK

| 6. IDENTIFYINGINFO OF ALL OBSERVERS

A. SUIS SS YEARS QRS LEVITTOWN, NEW YORK

3. NSA

7. WEATHER

~ Ae NONE

Be SURFACE 368 DEG 1@ KT

Be LARGER THAN A BASKETBALL a



6,008 DEG KT

19,999 298 DEG 25 KT

16,009 DEG KT.

20,089 276 DEG 58 KT

39,990 268 DEG 65 KT :

59,000 DEG KT (

89,900 26 DEG 6® KT

dim "

De 20 MILES | (

E. NONE :

Fe :

Se NONE

9. NONE

19. NONE

11. NONE | : '

12. NONE

12/6254Z OCT RJEPNY | meet

ee ie


