PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE W, 1 o 2. LOCATION ' 12. CONCLUSIONS

- Poé¢k County Florida O Wos Bolloon
23 October 1957 LLake Wales & Bartow AB, Fla, UxPnboNr Bolloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION BX Possibly Belleon

' __ D Wes Aircraft

Loeol__llQ.Q_______ QX Ground-Visuel | O Ground-Redar O Probably Aircroft

23/22002Z XA~ Visuel O Air-Intercopt Roder | O P“""' Aireroft

e | _ OU | O Was Astronemicol
O Yes O Probably Astrenomicel
X8 Neo iar O Possibly Astrenemicel

7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other |
g {?&uﬂlcim Dete for Evealueation
NG W

DI C §0,.%9 J Il * #
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS
A round silver object with a red light The size is probably a mis-inter-
on one side the size of a dirigible pretation, Concur with preparing
at arm's length, directly overhead officer, Possible WX balloon.
& moving slowly. Information called in to Mr.
| Sanderson as AFCIN-X had previousljy
requested that it be kept informal
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PP RJEDZN RJEDWP RJEPHQRIEPNB g S e o

DE RJESKB 2D e . l

P 2822002 "

FM COMDR S66%TH ACWRON MACDILL AFB FLA J, : R
TO RJEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLORADO SPRINGS COLO
RJESKB/COMDR 35TH ADIV D DOBBINS AFB GA

RJEDWP/COMDR AIR TECH INT CNTR WHBWHT PATTERSON AFB OHRe—————u_
RJEPHQ/DIR OF INT HQ USAF WASH 25 DC

as _ ; . J . (_
IIFO RJEPNB/COMDR EADF STEVART AFB NY .
NE. 3 - . i
| //UNCLASSFLIED//OPS £557 PD ATTN: EADF CIO PD -
%;1,' . q» e n o9 3 (-
-
| A. ROUND (
Ce SILVER WITH RED LIGHT <
De ' ONE :
/
Ze N/A
| Fo RED LIGHT ON ONE SIDZ
ne NONE
I, NONE
BT
24/2158Z OCT RJESKB
R t
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WALSA -

SAUCERS®™ REPORT
MONTH HAVE BEEN"IDENTIFIED TENTATIVELY AS A SINGLE
SBALLOON DRIFTING OVER THE STATE.

~ THIS EXPLANATION SPOKESMAN EMPHASIZED

EVIDENCE. SO FAR. AVA&LABLzﬁ INDICATES. THAT“N6 "STRANGE OBJECTS® VERE,
INVOLVED ‘IN THE REPORTS. -

SEN. GEORGE A‘s: SHATHERS. cn e
EXPLANATION:OF;A.REPORT :OF ‘A, SO=CALLED * FLYING SAUCER® OVER POLK'“z

COUNTY ON OCT. 23+ /A SIMILAR. REPORT WAS RECEIVED BY THE AIR. FORCEF
FROM ' JACKSONVILLE A FEW DAYS LATERs S

SILVER-COLORED BALLOONS ARE REGULARLY USED TO CARRY’METEOROLOGICAL
INSTRUMENTS ALOFT TO GATHER WEATHER INFORMATION.

(MH) JE135P

RGE WEA

WASHINGTON NOVa 18.--(UP)--THE AIR FORCE SAID TODAY THAT 'FLYING
ED OVER JACKSONVILLE AND POLK COUNTYL FLORIDA% LATE LAST
A HER

IS "NOT FINAL® BUT'iafi“"

'.r?'"', |

~FLA.) HAD ASKED THE AIR FORCE FOR AN . ‘«

f"




PAGE TWO RJESKB 2D

2, MOVING SLOWLY TOWARD SQUTH-29 DEGREES IN 1 HOUR 8
Ae JUST HAPPENED TO SOPT IT |
Be DIRECTLY OVER HEAD {
Ce STILL IV [ I
De MOVING SLOWLY-SOUTH
B E. STILL IN SIGHT AT TIME OF/ CALL
'Fo ONE HOUR ‘ ' i s

Be NONE _
;_ c*. APACHE @R _ 6,50¢ ORBITING AT 129 KNOTS-O0BJECT APPEARED i
| TO BE ABOUT(53,200) ‘& ﬂ-go HHIS ALTITUDESS— Js/inte Above ACFT C.
|4, 23 OCT 1957 AT_1729 EST IN SIGHT FOR ONE HOUR |
' Ae 23 OCT 1557 AT 2202 7ZULU
T ey e |
AR ;
' 5. OVER LAKE WALES FLA AND AT BARTOW AB FLA
S i
| Ae MRo MENJD N/A BARTOW AB, FLA FLIGHT INSTURCTOR | ‘
| Be N/A |
_ - . \ |
|
i

‘
3.
(
o _AIR VISUAL AND GROUND VISUAL . e

' 7. CLEAR TO PARTLY CLOUDY




WPASLS YDD@W%JG‘Z}&AGM
PP RJEDEN RJEDWP RJEPHQ RJEPNB
L RJESKB
= - S
PP RJEDEN RJEDWP RJEPHQ RJEPNB

DE RJESKB 2D

P 2422007 |
FM COMDR 660TH ACWRON MACDILL AFB FLA - ' &
0 RJEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLORADO SPRINGS CLOL
(.

RJESKB/COMDR 35TH ADIV D DOBBINS AFB GA
RJEDY P/COMDR AIR TECH INT CNTR WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO . (
2JEPHQ/DIR OF INT HQ USAF WASH 25 DC |

INFO RJEPNB/COMDR EADF STEWART AFB NY i

//UNCLASSIFIEL//OPS 9597, PD ATTNS EADF CIO PD i :

b

A,./IESJQ Y/ -

Ve TR .

R T I /e e —————— §) 3 & 27 M s

Co SILVER WITH RED LIGHT H,,,ém, 7 & 7
Al fi%" ”

J/ : | 5 g

LTGHT_ON ONe SIDE 4—-——-—-—-—-\@

Mt el . ; \ TR L TE TR T : , TR o i : .
L 1 MM‘;Wﬁ?-‘:—'ﬁﬁ“”‘nﬁiﬂ'p_ﬁtﬁ%]ur1.-;'.':."';:*';.1:-‘i-';" p iu e oL o 50 & X WSS W
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PAGE THREE RJESKB 2D

\e SCATTERED THUNDER CLOUDS

Be 5=140/20 10-073/95 15-290/10 20-3109/20 25-333/20 ¢
30-30%/26 40-310/55 508-318/35KTS

Ce SCATTERED ' ' , ,

De GOOD . o | | - ‘ C

Ee SCATTERED ' _ ‘

FoNO THUNDER STORMS ’
8. NONE ' . y s ¢
0+ VECTORED BACKSTAGE 6 TO THE AREA AT 1820 ESTSSEARCHED THE ARE!
FOR 15 MIN-NO JOY (
‘10, APACHE {@BWP OVER LAKE WALES FLA e _ Al
11, 1/LT HANS A SORENSON USAF SENIOR DIRECTOR ON DUTY POSSISLE L

| §X_BALLON :
12, NONE -

BT
¢

24/21587 OCT RJESKB

- " am— -
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RJiEDUP/COMDR ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSOQ!! AFE OHIO
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AF FCRM 112

- APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948
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United States

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

(CLASSIFICATION)

SUBJECT
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AREA REPORTED ON
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DATE OF REPORT

PREPARED BY (Of

Tape Recording from WGTO
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Sl.lﬂlﬂt\':(lll'undnmdm ﬁumh“mm List inclesures at lower Left. mudnmnarmm-hnu)

l, In accordance with AFR 200-2, this report is submitted covering the
siguting of an unidentified flying object,

(1) Description:

(a) To the naked eye, object appeared oblong with a tail projecting
horizontally to the north, .

(b) Large,

(c¢) Shiny,

(d) One,

(e) Not applicable,

(f) Object was described as too shiny for a weather balloon, It remained
stationary while roughly ten mile circles were made around it over period of
observation, which was approximately two hours,

(g) Oblong object with tail projecting north horizontally,

(h) No sound was heard,
(i) NOMQ

(2) Descript.ion of course of object:

(a) Mr, W at Lake Wales, Florida, Polk/ County,

and four other long time pilots went up Vlednesday afternoon, October 23rd, in a
Piper Apache at approximately 3:15 to an altitude of about 16,500 feet, They went
to investigate an unidentifed flying object reported to the a:Lrport. by local - |
ooserver, and widely seen over central Polk County that afternoon,

(b) The five men had no binocudars or telescope, but estimated that the
object was at an altitude of 50,000 or 60,000 feet above them, or approximately
66,500 or 76,500 feet altitude, They kept the object continuously in view for

INCLS,

1 Incl: (zmore)

Recording Tape,

DISTRIBUTION BY OGRQUSA Wl

Original w/o Incl to ACS/I, HEDUSAF
Copy W/ Incl to Comdr, ATIC
COpy w/o Inol to c«ndr, ADO
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TO: DEFENSE COMMAND, ENT AIR FORCE 3ASE, COLQRADO

ATTENTION: D/I ,go/"[ OOV
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REFERETICE OPS 0597 DATED 24 CCTOBER 1957. RE.UEST FURTHER

NVESTIGATION OF UFO SICHTING OVER LAKE WELLS AliD BARTOW AIR BASE,
FLORIDA., RE UEST INFORMATION AS T0O WHAT TYPE OF BALLCON, IF BALLOU
AD WHAT WAS ATTACIED. WHERS WAS BALLOON LAUNCEED, AND ALL
PERTINENT TNFORMATION AS TO ITS FLIGHT PATH FROM ORIGIN TO PLACE

CF SIGHTING, IF AVAILABLE., _ .H |
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approximately two hours,
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(c) No statement made by observers,

(d)' Ob ject remained stationary during period of observation.

(e) Object remained in sight for approximately two hours; No disappearance
of object was noted by observers,

rl

3. Manner of cbservation:
(a) Object was sighted airbome and ground-visual.
(b) No binoculars or telescopes used, Object was viewed by naked eye only,

| (c) Object was sighted by four long time pilots in a Piper Apache.
Altitude was approximately 16,500 feet. |

4o Time and date of sighting: Approximately 1515 (EST) (20152) on Monday,
23 October 1957, Day and dusk,

5 location of observer: Lake Wales, Florida, Polk County.

6., Identifying information of cbservers:

(a) W at Lake Wale's, Florida, and four others
(rames unknown), Various Civilian Ground Observers over Central Polk _C}Qunty‘(nms

unknown), No military observers,

7e ‘ileather and winds at time and place of sighting:
(a) Winds were reported to be 22 miles an hour at altitude of 50,000 feet,
(b) Unknown, '
(¢) Unknown,
(d) Un_known.
(e) Unknown,
(f) Unkmown.

8., None,

9 An unidentifed radio contact told “ that Pinecastle Air Force Base
had sent two B=-47s to an altitude of 15,000 feet to check their observations, Same

radio contact requested §ilmto switch to gnidentifed defense agency radio named
to him by code nace, which the radio contact declined to disclose, but which
balievad to be Tampa, Florida, Th2 agency radio asked (P to transmit on what
M called to international distress frequency which fieaid is known as Guard
Channel 125, Hull also stated he was in communication for some time on this
frequency regarding his observation and was told by the agercy radio that he would

be contacted later. This reporting officer checked with Captain Grovas, Wing Control
Room, who stated no aircraft was deployed on that date to search for object sighted,

(more)

|
|
|
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PAGE 3 oo 3 PAGES
10, Nene - other than two B-47s.

11, Reporting officer did not see objsct or had no knowledge of same until
after phone call on date stated, Report was delayed until tape recording could

~_be acquired and transmitted with same. No other comments or analysis,

hw e fi &
ERT o e MR,

CAPTAIN, USAP
STAFF INFORMATION SERVICES OFFICER

e 12, None are known t.ore:d.at.'
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Senator GNPUNNNE Florida

General Jones . 25 October . 1300 hours

indicated they had no idea what the object was and made no effort to

Unidentified Flying Objests

Was called by Mr, of the lLakeland, Florida,
Ledger whe reported that at 2 p.m. on Wednesday 23 October, a large
gondola shaped unidentified object was observed hovering over Pope
County at about 80,000 feet. Ilocal residents called the Miami
Filter Center, the 1ISO's at Pinecastle and MacDill AF Bases and the
Security Officer at Patrieck AF Base. Allegedly all of these individuals

attampt to investigate. The people are disturbed about this attitude

on the part of the Alr Force and feel that the Alr Force's responsibil-
ity was not fulfilled. Senator SN has asked for a report in this
matter as soon as poseible.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

- - - e e - . — -

28 October 1957

Dear Capﬁain Elwood:

Senator iR office called Brigadier General ' ‘

€. D. Jones, Deputy Director of the Office of legislative Liaison
. with reference to a large gondola-shaped Unidentified Flying ObJject

which hovered over Pope County, Florida at approximately 80,000
feet at 1400 hours on Wednesday, 23 October 1957.

SenatorQp vas concerned because local residents called
the Miami Filter Center, the ISOs at Pinecastle and MacDill Air

Force Bases and the Security Officer at Patrick Air Force Base with

negative results. Allegedly all of these individuals indicated that
they had no idea what the object was and made no effortto investigate.

The people are disturbed about this attitude on the part of _
the Air Force and feel that the Air Force's responsibility was not
fulfilled. This sighting should have been reported to your head- |

quarters immediately in accordance with AFR 200-2, dated 12 August -
1954,

Will you please check your records to see if this sighting was |
reported to your headquarters from any other source. If an

identification or evaluation of this sighting is possible, please
send the results to me as soon as possible.

i

Sincerely,

7

Major, USA ,
Executive/ Officer f
Public Information Division
Office of Information Services

14l

CaAve
LLIm™y ey, ¢ -y
Captain Wall%t:‘e’ W. EfmdMCBSAF
Assistant Adjutant
Air Technial %@fe\. ge??,e Cg‘r_}ter

Wright-Pa.t'Eei"s Force Base
Dayton, Ohio
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With the axceptien of the official press release referred

. Apgwoximately 5,700 reports have been reseived from 1947 te |
the present time:s |

Statisties for the {iret half of 1957 ares

Tota) DBecerta 220
Lopeluuicns |
Alrerald 2338 ;
:th-(m:h.nﬂ-,hm. '
«5-‘-)' bob
Insuffisient Data 12.1%

Unknown

1.98 '
Ko reports of mnidentilied asrial odbjests have been With-

/

helde It is a bowever, that the names of persons in-
volved in reported sightings and the many detalls of the individual
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have bemn formarded to the Alr Technieal Intelligzence Canter

at Wright-Patterson Alr Force Dass, Dayton, Chio, for poodhlo

analysis and identification. The report of thedr findings, if

any, will be forwarded to your ofifice as soon a9 it 1s reesdved

in Alr Force Hesdqarters.

- On 5 Yay 1955, the Department of the Air Force declassified
its spesial study, Project Slusbook, Report Number 1., Analysis
of Reports on Unidentifisd Aerial Cbjects. Cn 25 Cetober 1955,
the Department of Defense relesased the smumary of the Alr Force
study. A copy of the news release and sumwary are ineclosed for
your information. It showed that the Alr Foree had redused the
nusber of wnicwwn sightings {rom approximmtely ten pereent in
1954 to approaximately three percenie liew {izures as of 30 June
1957, about. to be published, show the wnicowns to be less than
two percente The uninowm sightings are of coneesrn to the Air
Forve and will contimue to be investigated, There are, how-

ever, several primary points oconcesning the results of owr study
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vhich may be reiterated. The study has showns t.':ﬁt)mcx _
There 18 a tetal lack of evidence that the | SAFIS=—""

m-—mmmm«mm SAFLL~1
behind them,. ) Stayback
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There 18 ﬁotnlhckofmnm‘dnttbq
constitute any t to the seswrity of the
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Lotter to Honcrable GHNNNRNENEENENNRY:(Cont)

cases will not be made publlce lNost of the persons who report
. sightings te the Alr Foroe do 30 in confidence and thedsr wishes

are respested.

The Air Foree doss not conadder the unidentifisd asrial
.uz—-ummumm

Inclosure
Fact Sheet-News B-l-uo dtd 25 Oet 55,
Tomoreabla G EINRNOEMRE T

United States 3enate

MR: Originated when ¥Mr. Bl of Senator GNP office called
- General Jones on 25 October and requested a report. Case was
hand=-carried to Major Tacker, SAFIS, on 25 October for info to
base reply w/susp 28 October. On 28 October Major Tacker hand-—
carried NS to MSO Branch a proposed draft of reply. Final

prepd & fNwied 28 October based on draft furnished by Maj Tacker.
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HEADQUARTERS

AIR FORCE MISSILE TEST CENTER

AIR RESEARCH AND DEYELOPMENT COMMAND
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
Patrick Air Force Base, Florida

In reply address communication to Comdr,
AFMTC, attention following office symbol

| M‘l‘g | 1 Nov 57

Dear captﬁﬁ Elwood s

- This Center received a courtesy copy of Major L. J. Tacker's
letter to you of 28 October 1957, regarding "a large gondola
shaped unidentified Flying Object which hovered over Pope (sic)
Countye.«23 October 1957", It 1s believed that Polk County is
the correct location as there is no Pope County in Florida,

An investigation has not uncovered any record of the
reference call having been received at this Center. Four of
the five pertinent agencies checked, maintain blotters @¥ logs

on such calls. The fifth agency, the AFMTC Steff Provost Marshall,
also has no knowledge of the call,

It is regretted that this Center can not be of further
agssistance in this matter., A study by this office revealed that
over 904 of the UFO calls are the result of sightings relating
to our operations (missile test, weather balloons, aircraft
instrumentation and range instrumentation checks).

Sincerely yours,

SATTEM, Captain, USAF

Capt, Wallace W, mwﬁ, USAF
Assistant Ad jutant

Air Technical Intelligence Center
Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Chio
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UFO SIGHTING, LAKE WALES
23 October 19357
23/22002Z

Reported on tape by SNSRI

Wednesday afternoon at approximately 3:00 I received a
phone call from an observer in Lake Wales telling me that there |
was an object in the sky at what he figured was 20 thousand feet.
I went outside of my office and looked up viewing this object
then proceeded to check with the Orlando radio on the chance
that it might be a weather balloon, Orlando had nothing reported |
in the area, and since it is practice to report these balloons, 3
we decided that we would go up and take a look at this object,

We entered a Piper Apache aircraft (twin engine) and proceeded
to climb up to try and view this object.

We climbed to 16,500 feet over Haines City and had the object ,
in view all the time., At 16,500 the object appeared to be 50 to |
60 thousand feet above us, We kept the object in sight circling |

it at all times, thereby eliminating the possibility that it
might be a star,

Upon receiving the upper winds report giving us winds at 350
thousand feet of 22 knots, we disqualified the chance that it
might be a weather balloon because of the fact that at 22 knots
wind a weather balloon would have been drifting; and this object
stayed stationary directly over Haines City for more than 2 hours
as we were up from 3:30 till almost 6:00 searching this object,

—__ — P -  — ® = § mmm = w em s e -
L]

The object appeared to have some sort of a tail or trailing

fuselage type design, It appeared to be oblong in shape. The |
tail part 6f the object was not visible at all times probably '
due to sunlight reflection.

— = e — - — = —

We discount the fact that it could have been a weather |
balloon due to the fact that the object was much too shiney.
Weather balloons are coated dull with a powdery effect so that |
they won't shine and reflect., All the people in the a/c with |

me during this time were licensed pilots who have been flying
for many years and have seen many such weather balloons; and

therefore, we discounted the weather balloon theory on the basis
of our own past experience.

We kppt'the object in sight until approximately 5:42 at
which time the object appeared to be ascending rapidly and on our
next circling of the object, it had completely disappeared.

There appeared to be no descent whatsoever to the object.

This is SN
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GEORGIA CITE INT 66859, COPY TO YOUR CENTERe BALLOON REPORTED LAUNCHED
IN ORLANDO FLORIDA AREA. END
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