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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

0 Wes Balloon

8 Noveber 1957 Alexandria, Louisiana ) Na he |
3. OATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION QO Possibly Belleen

0 Wes AireroftLocal XGround-Vi sual © Ground-Reder a Probably Airecroft

GMT 09/0316Z 0 Air Visuel © Air-Intercept Roder | 7 Possibly Aircroft
5.. PHOTOS K Was Astronomicel Meteor

O Yes O Probobly Astronomicol
XB Ne Military O Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 0 Other
; coe Dote for Evaluotion

5 seconds one NNE Bee

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS F

Brilliant bright pink, round object, The description, flight path &

Size of a quarter, Bright white short time duration is typical of a

narrow & uneven tail, smaller than meteor,

object, Remained same size throughout

observation, Size of object increased

as altitude decreased, Object fell

vertically. Sparks were prevalent when

disintegrating but were not glaring.
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The 57 2-€ 4
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ASTRONOMY

Venus, the only planet now visible in the evening, is

a brilliant object in the sky and will soon “if joined by the
Leonids, “shooting stars.”

By JAMES STOKLEY

> THAT BRILLIANT object you see in
the southwestern sky these evenings as dark.
ness fallsis not an airplane, a ying saucer,
or some bright light hung iiss the sky as part
of an experiment.

Te il ia the planet Venus, now
ing its greatest prominence, WwW

comes just before its disa from
the evening sky early in 1958.”
Venus isrte brighter than any other star

or planet seen in the night sky and there
is no difficulty in identi it Indeed, it
can be observed long before the skyis dark.
In fact, if you Laue where to look, you can
even see it in broad daylight!After it passed behind the sua thet Ap a
14, Venus ‘ine gradually been drawing to
the east of that body. That meant chat it
tollowed the sun in its daily motion across

the skv, and so remained visible iin the west
after the sun had set. On Nov. 18 it will
be farther east of the sun, hence remaining
in the sky for the longest time after sunset,

nearly three hours. After that it will star.

moving toward the sun again.
Because of its early setting, Venus does

not appear on the accompanying maps of
the November evening skies, which show

their appearance about 10:00 your own

kind of standard time, at the firstof Novem,

ber, 9:00 p.m. on the 15th and 8:00 p.m. on
the 30th.

4 _ 2) .“9h fees be 4;

Bright Birds in the Sky, f¥

These maps do, however, show the sar eh ,
that are now visible. eS

Toward the west is Deneby'athe hog of
the “northern cross,’ * which: is really part

vi the constelianon of Cygnus, the swan.

Deneb is in the bird’s wail; in fact, the word
is Arabic and means “tail.” The crosspiece
represents the wings, and the lower part of
the cross his long neck, stretched forward

f

nit ta Pepesin 40 8, buit in the neighboring
group of age Mee This nn a.
represents thiopian’ princessw
peep Ser ttmythology, en chaiend Wo 0 rock
to a@ sca monster, represented

by the constellation of Cetus, the whale, in
the south. Fortunately,she was rescued by

_ the hero, Perseus, who is seen in the north-
east. | ’ ” J : ;

_‘ Andromeda’smother, Cassiopeia, is seen
north, a group forming the letter M,

See Polat the’ pole star.” Alongsideher
is her husband, the king, Cepheus.

now toward the east, we can see

Soastalsbon in the sky making be the finest
Soaking i debut fo

in flight. At the head is Albireo, a staf of . ee "”
the second magnitude on the’ astronomical °° 4%") 5”

brightness scale. Below Cygnus is another =.

first-magnitude star, Vega,im Lyra, the lyre.

To the left is another bird, “Aquila, the
eagle, with the sear Altair.” ©

High in the south you can’see the four
stars that form the“great square,” part of

the constellacon of yet the winged
horse. Although these are not among the

brightest, their characteristic arrangement

makes them a good starting place from
which to find other groups. The horse,
actually, is upside down in the sky, as the

row of stars extending westward from the
‘ower right corner of the square is bis —e
The‘¢.-? the upper right,

“ab f urate

ca farcap hs <: Fins, Pi CO
+. eed ah > he

er OE
thats $.

Venus Most Prominent
will in the coming months.

see them high in the south.

Just above Orion is Taurus, the bull, with

brilliant Aldebaran, and to the left of thrs

figure stands Auriga, the charioteer, with

first magnitude Capella.

Although only Venus is now visible in

the evening, two other planets appear in the

southeast before sunrise. Brightest of these

is Jupiter, iin the constellation of Virgo, the
virgin. Itis close to the bright star Spica.

However, it exceeds the star in brilliance

about ten times.
Farther east is Mars, rising about an hour

ahead of the sun. Its brightness is about

half that of Spica. Mercury and Saturn
are both too near the sun to be easily visible

in November.

Shower of ‘Stars’ to Come

Then you will

November is the month bringing one of

the year’s famous showers of meteors, or

“shooting stars,” which appear from about

the 13th to the 16th.

They are most numerous after midnight,

because then we are on the forward side of

the earth in its annual movement around

the sun. Thus, we meet them head-on.

This is different from the evening hours

when we are on the rearward part, and see

only those that catch up to us.
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‘CHEAST FROM POINT OF OBSERVATION. PAR 2D. O3JECT FELL VERTICALLY.
A A 

ES

i .CREASED IN SIZE AS IT FELL UNTIL DESCENTIGRATINGs PAR 2E+ SPARKS
we

WERE PREVELENT WHEN DESCENTIGRATING BUT WERE NOT GLARINGe PAR 2Fe

/FIVE SECO & hy SAT GROUND VISUALS PAR 3Be NAKED EYEe PAR SCeo
i II ~C=

NZ Ae PAR 4GAe 2923162 NOV 57. PAR 4Be NIGHTe PAR 5c¢ SAINT

FRANCIS CABRINI HOSPITAL, ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA (COORDINATES AT PT

OF OBSERVATION: 3117N 9227W). PAR GAs N/As PAR Sie STAFF

SERGEANT ¢ Mmek, AF 36999737, 391ST FSS, ENGLAND AF, LOULSIANAs

INTEL SPECe REPUTABLE AND RELIABLE. PAR 7Ae CLEARe PAR 7Be DET
Wsw

25, 24ST WEATHER SQUADRON REPORTED WINDS18 KNOTS 24% DEGREES AT

76,029 FEET AT 9996992 NOV 57. ADDITIONAL DATA UNAVAILABLE» PAR 7Ce

CLEARe PAR 7D. TWELVE MLLESe PAR 7E+ NO CLOUD COVERAGE. PAR 7Fe

N/Ae PAR 8» NONE REPORTED JY SOURCE OF PARe 73e ENGLAND AF3 OPNS

REPORTS ONE C-432 ENROUTE FROM BROOKLEY AF3 TO BARKSDALE AF3 MADE AN

EMERGENCYLANDING AT ENGLAND AFB AT 3352 9 NOV 57. ONE ENGINE WAS

INOPERATIVEs LANDING LIGHTSOF THIS AIRCRAFT WE N

| > BEFORE-IT-LANDED.AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT WAS MDE TO CONTACT
BI T 

|

RAPCON SQUADRON AT EAFS3 FOR ADDITIONAL POSSIBLE FACTSe PAR Se NONE®

PAR 1@-¢ REFER TO PAR 8. NO OTHER LOCAL AIR ACTIVITY AT TIME OF

OBSERVATION. PAR 11. MSCT <q, AF CED 41ST

tralian 1 tgpteal 2 meliseete

I$ 770
yofeprive)

ere BFS ih

Vee
a

PAGE THREE RJESQR 188A

F3U INTEL SECTION. CAUSE COULD NOT BE IMMEDIATELY DETERMINED. o.
SSGT VEZMAR WOULD HAVe IN THE OPINION OF THE PREPARING OFFICER,

IDENTIFIED THE AIRCRAFT LISTED IN PAR 8 HAD IT BEEN THE SAME OBJECTe
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Wo Case (Information Only) 7 November 1957
Meridian, Mississippi

The following morning, November 7th, trucic driver Malvan Stevens: said he en-
countered an egg-shaped object on the highway near .‘eridian, Missis

sippi.From it
emerged three "queer=Lookiny people" four-and-a-half feet liph--

two men and a wo-=
man with "pasty-white faces" and dark hair. They "chattered" unintelligibly, and
apa Stevens' hand, A companion corroborated his story.
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AFTER THE FALL WAS OVER. #2

* @marsi Lewis (L) And Ross.-—-A.P, Wilephoto’

RECORD ASCENT ai

| ‘Lovely Up There,’
_ 2 Balloonistis. Say
RAPID CITY, 8. D,, Nov. 9. — ()— With a record

scension of more than 14 miles to their credit, two Navy
balloonists rested here today after a descent to earth a lotfaster than they had naticirated,

Malcolm D. Ross, 37, andPi L nets 43, both of Wash- We think we will stay with the bal-
ington, D. C., riding a gondola at-|!oon as long as we sein *, they
tached to a 128-foot helium balloon, |?adioed. ec oa
eached 76,000 feet yesterday over ; :

the broken Jand of South Dakota] AT 70,000 FEET, the drop slack
pnd Nebraska. ened and the men reported the

had “started taking pictures.”They reached that height two! ,, wee ; : 4
hours -and 50 minutes after they eal get any work ee
brted upward from a natural ough em said, “but it’s lovely
bowi in the Black Hills near Rapid}"P ‘ere.
ity. From that same natural bow!| Their rate of fall continued, how-

nother balloon had soared 72,395)@Ver, at 1000 to 3000 feet per min
feet in 1935 to set the record Ross|Ute. They had strapped themselves
Bnd Lewis broke. to their seats after ejecting ballast

However, Capt. Iven C. Kinche- e (pd t to regain balance ir:
, . . e balloon

ass ie ded oe tok ae “We kicked out everything that
unofficial flight last August at Ed-|25TMt nailed down,” they said.
wards Air Force base, Cal When the gondola fell to the

ae nee ; \ ground with a gentle thud, the menk :

UP AT 76,000 feet, the two men’ hopped out, complaining only thath
ey were unable to hear clearly. -

later said, “It was dark as night.’’| —
“aThey sipped ‘some coffee andi
ha vacioed their height back to earth. |

Res Then they started down,

m The first 20,000 feet found things»
going as scheduled at 1000 feet ame

minute drop. RY

But: then something hasnanaace ?
Ross and Lewis said they didn’t]

know what—and their fall rate§

shot up.
“Wea ar
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a wa ho Cmdr. Morton: L.Lewis finds all the’comforts”
of‘home in’ the. gondola, left, in. which he. and-Lt..;
‘Cindr. MalcolmD. Ross,left, Washington, D. C., will=
“te ta Balloon.flight:pate is Harold Froelich, Min=.
-Reapolis, project: director for General Mills, ‘sponsor=""
ing the flight: with: the-Office ‘of ‘Naval: Research.-

‘ Ross, right,-‘andComdr;: Lewis:‘try.out -thes
altitude« “man:‘from Mars’: pressure:wok they.
eomaent

Wt EWpeeAP. enethet tt eee
ese

sues the.-chances.: the- ‘New aloft.by a 198-foot plastic““sky-
Mannich’ an ‘altitude‘record | hook”- balloon. ’,-Such: an’altf-

janned- balloon: flight.’ “from|| tude would’ be:‘nearly. 3,000 feet
& Cit: >: SS D;,* Satutday to higher than.the existing manned

fen,”the-United; Press balloon‘record;set Nov.:11; 1935;
ported.§ vicRa area oe{by two Army; men: from: e.
“Thar:stay”night ;there -wasia. Same Inmeningssite) 8 1%

j gern the. flight". would: —
leave'as scheduled, The ascen-
nolaed,:however, 4nd beak earon
(or;General Mills, co-sponsor of
“the“record attempt, said..the
flight will be made if there is
a change for the. better: in: the
weather outlook. .-.-

The bad weather Pa a5 ins:
volves the area through which

the. balloon would: drift,::rather

‘han the launching :site-in:the

‘stratobowl” near’ Rapid-City}| -
a General sls sneporoloet

at et Bie

au: Morton: Ly Le
im D. Ross expect

gin ease ah * i id



the flight was. postponed when.it
became obvious. weather condi
tions would worsen. — be
Previously, General Mills and

the Navy, sponsors of. the flight,
said today would be the first. day
the balloon carrying Cmar., M. L
Lewis and Lt. Cmdr. M. D. Ross

could take off. > yee om

|. Winds up to 40 miles an hour
‘and blowing snow raged Friday in

ithe area where the balloon will

Launching of the plastic balloon
will be made on the first good
morning from standpoint: of

weather conditions, Barr said.
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9 = 10 NOVEMBSR 1957 SIGHTINGS

LOCATION OBSERVER

Lake City, Missourl

Sacramento, Californis

TM Bragg, North Cerolina

Lafayette, Louisiana

iacwins ver, Massachusetts

Gal ham

—..,

Aa,

Seneca, Missouri wir" he;
Tullahoma, Tennessee (CASE MISSING) Civilian
Dayton, Fairborn, Xenia, Ohio Multi (3 cases)
Pitcairn, Pennsylvania .

Civilian

Waverly, Illinois

Waynesville, Ohio

Belton, Missouri (CASS MISSING)
Arcadia, Missouri

san Antonio, Texas

Clinton, Pennsylvariia

Makanda, Illinois

fémarillo ATB, Texas

Anderson, Indiana

Afton, Oklahoma

St Louis, Danby, Missouri

Kennesaw, Georgia

Dayton, Ohio

Lexington, Ky/Meriette, Georgia
Lithonia, Georgia ai
Lake City, Tennessee (CASE. MISSING) Multi
Shreveport, Louisiana West

Shiroi AB, Jannn Military
Atlanta, Georgi:

Tampa, Florias.’ =

=
 

.

SW of Tokyo, Japan Military

Dayton, Chio be a

Council Bluffs, Iowa

Muncie, Indiane aa,

Rellefountaine AFB, Ohio (CASE MISSING) Military

Velisville, Buffalo, New York Multi, Waike (2 cases)

Roanoke Rapids, Worth Carolina Military
‘Y

ofopsiins, St Paul, Minnesota

Nervich, Connecticut

hegentina

Multi.

“Argentine Military

Po ohio” ivilian
ADDITIONALREPORTED SIGHTINGS (110%t’ CASES

LOCATION SOURCE

Universe Science News Ltr

Farso, North Dakota’

2lirfornia Area

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

Newsclipping

lewselippin,

Hewselippins

EVALUATION

Insufficient Data

Aircraft

Aircraft

Rall.oon

Insufficient Date

Aircraft

Aircraft

Insufficient Data

Astro (VBNUS)

2. Astre (vEivus

Insufficient Data

Insufficient Dats

Insufficient Pata

Astro (VENUS)

Other (UNRSLIABLE

hea te

Astro (VsNus)

hirere i
Astro (MaTzoR)
S iabtictant Data
Astro (iUBTSOR

Astro (M=TTOR)

Astro (METEOR)
Astro (METEOR

Astro (venus
Aircraft

Aircraft

Insufficient Data

Aircreft

Aircraft

Astro (METEOR)
Astro (VENUS)
Astro (VESNUS)

Ashes ( TRUS)
Astro (VENUS

fhstro (Venus

Astro (VENUS
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