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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

p ARNE O Wes Bolloen |
21 November 19937 Houm, Alabama O Probably Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon |
# O Was Aircraft

Local a O Ground-Vi sual x@ Ground-Reder QO Probably Airerof?

out... 2.1/0500Z___ O Air Visual D Air-Intereept Radar |9 Possibly Aircraft
5.. PHOTOS 4 SOURCE 0 Was Astronomical

XQ Yes Military 0D Probably Astronomicol
O No 0 Possibly Astronomical '

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE OK Other false rotiucs
0D Insufficient Dote for Evaluation

; 0 Unknown
f not given . One us down

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Radar picked wp'target 15 miles Lacking any visual observation

long and 10 miles wide. Civil air- of so huge an object, it must

planes were unable to pick up target.]| be considered a false return.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

; ‘ e

“Siestach BN PAA Had FORA 9 ih aANG tea IR i a LEE Nn



hile sss sect ssthiniinmnitnisoecsatcentsis nial
: PARAPHRASE NOT ROTAgD TRCNIVS bs

; ff ‘CATEGORY BR ENCRYPTION. 1 mits, 4 are 7
y* X ALL INTERNAL RRPRR INET! YT rh, PPE:

A wet PRIOR TO DECLABSUPICATION...10 Uist
REFERENCE (f TAP PAT RLIT Wb, Bey vi

cee ee

NBR 2¢ ay om
AC PREOREyIM COMDR 657 ACWRON HOUM “ALAS “i STDTG. 9593352 BOOK MSG
TO CCMDR ATIC WP AFB OHIO V

gee Oren
a gee

onretan, ree ne ee ee eeeee

LA tl ts

}OPS 20iL. FOR CIC STEWART AFB NEWBURGHs 9 4E¢
MEOCATE M=126, 22 NOVEMBER 57. OBSERVATION TIMES FROM th) >7 yy
21 NCVEMBER 57 96922 TO #8592 OR 302% TC 225% CENTRAL STANDARD 2/7 A
TIMEs WILLIAM H STUCD SECOND LT UNITED STATES AIR FORCE SDS

AQ 3959529 OF 657 ACFT CONTRCL AND WARNING SQUADRON MADE DUE JBL
OBSERVATIONs THE GEO REF OT THIS STATICN IF FJo 33406 :
AFF SERGEANT SHENKLS BURG, AIR FORCE SPECIALITY CODE 27352,

STAFF SERGEANT STEWART, AIR FORCE SPECIALITY CODE 2755% AND
AIRMAN FIRST CLASS WRIGHT, AIR FORCE SPECIALITY CCDE 27352.

ALL OBSERVED THIS TRACKe SERGEANT SHENKLEBURGS EXPERIENCE 5 YEARS,

SERGEANTS STEWARTS EXPERIENCE 4 YEARS AND AIRMAN WRIGHTS

EXPERIENCE 2 AND 1 HALF YEARS 41 FROM THIS STATICN VISUALLY OBSERVED

THE TARGET. NO KNOWN VISUAL OBSERVATIONS WERE MADE BY ANYONE.
SCOPE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN WITH A PICTURE BEING TAKEN EVERY 15
MINUTES DUE TO TARGETS LOW SPEED.e THE FIS WILL BE FORWARDED AT A

LATER DATEe THE TRACK NUMBER WAS @D55~- THE TARGET HAD A SPE.nee
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55 KNOTS‘ THE TOP OF HEIGHT RANGE INDICATOR INDICATION WAS 46, 92 eee

FEET AND THE AVERAGE BEING 12, 9% FEETe SEE REMARKS SECTION.

“MO ACFT WERE SCRAMBLED CN THIS TRACKe CIVIL AERONAUTICS — .¢%y_

ADMINISTRATION HAD BEEN NOTIFIED OF THE SITUATION ADN 2 COMMERCIAL. « |
AIRLINERS PASSING 35 MILES NORTH OF THE TRACK SEARCHED OVER IT
ON THEIR RADAR EQUIPMENT WITH NEGATIVE RESULTSe IT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED |

THAT THIS WAS AT A TIME WHEN THE TRACK WAS ONLY 3% MILES FROM ee

THIS STATICN AND IT HAD BECOME VERY WEAK AND WAS BEGINNING

TO FADE INTO THE GROUND CLUTTER. IT ALSO WAS AT A MUCH LOWER

ALTITUDE AT THIS TIME. WE FIRST PICKED UP THIS TARGET I TALKED

TO BOTH SHORTHORN ¢€747 AIRCRAFT CONTROL AND WARNING SQUADRON)
AND GOATEE (653 AIRCRAFT CONTROL AND WARNING SQUADRON). THEY BOTH

HAD RADAR CONTACT AND BOTH ASSUNED TO BE WEATHER. I DID NOT

BECOME CONCERNED WITH THE TRACK UNTIL WE HAD OBSERVED IT FOR A

WHILE AND IT HAD MOVED ABOUT 43 MILES TOWARDS THIS STATIONe |
AT THIS TIME BOTH THE OTHER SITES HAD LOST CONTACT WITH IT

DUE TO RANGE. LIEUTENANT BECK WAS ON DUTY AT 747 AIRCRAFT

CONTROL AND WARNING SQUADRON AND LT CAHILL AT 653 AIRCRAFT CONTROL

AND WARNING SQUADRONe THE TARGET WAS OBSERVED ON MPS-7 AND MPS~14

RADAR EQUIPMENT. THE SEARCH SCOPES WERE UPA~35 AND OA-175.
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THE HEIGHT RANGE SCOPE WAS OA-27%. NO MAINTENANCE DIFFICULTIES |
ae BEEN ENCOUNTERED RECENTLYe A THYRATERCN TYPE MODULATOR IS

ED IN BOTH SETS. THE AUTOMATIC FREQUENCY RADAR CONTROL CikCUIT | |
TWAS. OPERATING S2QPERLV. THIS. STATION. EXPERLONCES THE. USUAL. INTERERRENCES en
ENCOUNTERED IN RADAR AND ALL PERSONNELL ARE FAMILIAR WITH IT. |
ALL PERSONNEL ARE FAMILIAR WITH AP ON THE EQUIPMENT USED. |

THERE WAS NO- AP EXTENDING THE GROUND CLUTTER AT THE TIME OF THE
OBSERVATION. THE TARGET WAS MUCH LARGER THAN NORMAL TRAFFIC...

RADAR RETURNS+s WHEN FIRST OBSERVED IT WAS/i9% MILES IN DIA IE TER |
AND AS IT APPRCACHED THIS STATION IT ELONGATED; BECOMING -13—~—

MILES LONG AND 144 MILES WIDE. NO OTHER TARGETS WERE OBSERVED

NeAR THIS ONE. I INTERROGATED MODETEL CN IDENTIFICATION FRIEND

OR FCE LOOKING FOR STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND AIRCRAFT WITH NEGATIVE

RESULTS ePLANNED POSITICN INDICATOR TYPE SCOPES WERE USED

GIVING A STRONG SIGNAL AT FIRST.» TO BETTER OBSERVE THE TARGET I

OF CENTERED AND EXPANDED OUT A UPA=S TO A RANGE CF 5% MILES.

THE SIGNAL WAS LIGHT YELLOW IN ITS ENTIRE AREA WITH GROUPS OF-

SMALL INTENSE SPOTSe THE SIGNAL BECAME WEAKER WHEN IT REACHED
LAND AND IN THE END BEFORE IT FADED IN THE GROUND CLUTTER THE

SIGNAL WAS NOTHING BUT A GROUP OF SMALL INTENSE SPOTSe A SCAN RATE OF

2 REVOLUTIONS PER MINUTE WAS USEDe THE FREQUENCE OF THE SEARCH WAS

i295 MEGACYCLES AND THE RANGE INDICATCR 2785 MEGACYCLES-«

PEMARKS$ THE REASONS FOR MY CONCERN ON THIS TRACK WERE

(4) IT SEEMED UNLIKELY THAT THIS WAS WEATHER MOVING SO FAST AND ALL
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STATIONS WERE FOLLOWING CLEAR WEATHER, €2) THE POSSIBILITY OF

CHAFF WAS CONSIDERED BUT THE HEIGHT RANGE INDICATCR INDICATICN

WAS 423, 3@@-FEET LONG AND 10 MILES WILE MAKING IT SEEM

UNLIKELY TO BE _CHAFFe FURTHERMORE, CHAFF SURELY WOULD. HAVE. DISPERSED...
MORE IN THE DISTANCE..IT TRAVELLED UNDER OBSERVATICNe
AN OTHER UNUSUAL FACT WAS THAT IT STEADILY DECREASED IN ALTITUDE
ENDING UP AT ABOUT 5994 FEET BEFORE IT FADEDe IT ALSO SLOWED
TO 34 KNOTS UPON REACHING LANDe 3 HOURS AFTER THE TRACK HAD
FADED IT WAS DISCOVERED THAT THE CURVATURE OF EARTH CORRECTION ON
DUZ HEIGHT RANGE INDICATOR WAS NOT FUNCTIONING PROPERLY+
THIS MAKES OUR ALTITUDES IN ERRORe THE ERROR INCREASED WITH RANGEe

BY EXPERIMENTATICN I FOUND THE ERROR TO BE 15, 220 FEET AT THE
RANGE OF INITIAL PLOTe THEREFORE, THE INITIAL RANGE MUST HAVE BEEN

Si, @223 FEET INSTEAD OF 16, @22 FEET. THE ALTITUDES CLOSER IN THE

STATICN ARE SUFFICIENTLY. ACCURATE
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- UFO Report TOT- 31737

To10 AOLN-Hat er FROM AFCIN-4El .-..... DATE 17 Dec 571 COMMENT NO.1
ATTN: (Cart Gregory Sat Ae casAPCIN-AE1e/V.. D. Bryant/jc
eee: ae Baa ais peg 1k SEIS _ 72131/Bldg ie bee 8 :

oe oe the‘rab Jeet Meport) ‘submitted ‘by 657 ACWRON;Pay ‘Alabana, revers toa
tuaget! “15 miles long and 10 miles wide’. Lacking any visual observation of so huze

2) faybarget, and inability of airborne radars to pick up the target (while searching
‘: | the. area..for it) at 35 miles, it must be considered as obviously a false return on
i ithethe-radar,! . Just’ what caused this false return is not known, and while the weather °
sb may.not:move fast; the‘results of such weather changes frequently do move at very

high: rates. of speed, due to reflections, and the angles at which the signals are:
reflected. «Returns. such as the one under discussion usually ‘are due to phenomena _ :
brought: about by some weather condition... The fact that no aircraft were scrambled

for such:an unusual. target indicates there must have been compelling doubts in the ~

minds of’ the. operating personnel as: to the authenticityof the subject targets. _
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