1. DATE

15 December 1957

“%

3. DATE-TIME GROUP

Local

eut_ 16/0040Z

5. PHOTOS
O Yes

X No
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

8 secnds
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

2. LOCATION

Elmendorf AFB, Alaska

4. TYPE OF OBSERVYATION
0 Ground-VYisual
XX AinVisual

VA ar
8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

DNe

Round, brilliant blue-white object,

size of silver dollar,

Similar in

appearance to falling star or burning
magnesium flare. Approx 2 ft in length,

was falling straght down

and appeared

fuzzy at the edges. Trailed black
smoke then burst into yellow flame &

appeared to disintegrate,

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 28 SEP $52)
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O Ground-Radar

O Air-Intercept Radar

9. COURSE

down

1. COMMENTS

12 CONCLUSIONS

O

O
O
@
Qa
O
X
O
O
O
O
O

Was Balloon

Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

Was Aircraft
Probably Aircraft
Possibly Aircraft

X Was Astronomicol
Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Other

Insufficient Data for Evaluation
Unknown

Undoubtedly a meteor from thé

Geminids.shower,
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(1) "ROU{D.

E. BTLVER DCLLAR . ¢

CocERILLIANT ELUE-WHITE

O
&

CNE .
N/A “ (.

[¥]
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. OBRJECT WAS SINMILAR IN APPEA

ANCE TC FALLING STAR OR

i

EURNING MAGNES IUM FLARE. PD OE. AS APDRRCY TL D z

LINGTH COMMA WAS FALLING STRAIGHT DOWN AND APPEARED (
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B ¥1ZZY AT TH- EDGES PD

{G. OEJECT TRAILED ELACK SNMOKE UNTIL SCME DISTANCE EELCW

| THL CESERVER WHEN IT BURST INTC YELLCYH FLANE AND APPEARED TC
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DISINTLGRATL PD
i He DNCRLE

2 Ae¢ VISUALLY OESERVED BY PILLOT WHIL2Z HE VWAS

SAZIMOTR) € levs T

¢ Do FALLING STRAIGHT DOWN,

I RECRNE,
Be NEGATIVL
E C. NEGATIVE

te FLARED INTC YELLCW FLANME AND

APPEARED TC DISINTEGRATE,
Fo APPRCXIMATELY EIGHT SECGCDSS

3‘ ® A- AIR-VISUAL
Ee N/ZA

386,20 FEET, NORTHEAST,
A. 16 20432 DEC 57 P04 — [0 = /9S4
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o« AIRECRNL, 38,243 FET, APPRCXIMATELY 75 KILES S, W. CF ANCHORAGE,

Se F’la. N/ A
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F'e RAYFCKND Ms VISCARRA, L1/LT, SY7TH FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR SQIJADRCN,

PILCT, RELIABLE.
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¢11) CYRUS L. FROOKS, 1/LT, USAF, INTELLIGENCE CFFICER, LIEUTENANT : c
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ASTRONOMY

Screvcs News Lerrer for Nacember 23. 1057

Venus |ls Christmas Star

A crescent moon and the planet Venus will be close to-

gether on December 24, making a brilliant pair

the Christmas sky.

By JAMES STOKLEY

» This vear we will have a real Christinas
tar. The planet Venus, which has beea -
creasing in prominence during the auunna,
W;" be at is greatest belliunce on Dee.
o

\trer the sky gets dark, around this date,
Venus will be blazing i the southweit,
qntt 1t follows the sun below the hoanzon,
more than three hours later. But even this
will not be the full extent of the displav.
O the 2dth. the moon, in a crescent phuse,
three davs after the new moud, witl frss
ust o the north of YVenus While he
losest approach cuines, for Aumericans, Jur
ing dayhghz hours, they will snll be o
together that evening, Chrisunas sve, v
will form a striking badkdrop for the
carolers singing therr Yuletde greetin .

Venus 15 the onlv planet that can be seen
well on December evenings. Om the seventh.
\Mercury is farthest east of the sun, and
xill remuin briefly in the southwestern ky
.fter the sun has set. Possibly, if you have
1 very clear view in that direczion, and
look closely, you can get 2 ghmpse of this
nermost of all the planets, but this 1y not
ceally a favorable nme to see Mercury.

No planews appear oa the acCOmMpAnyIng
viaps of the December evening sktes, for
hese show their appearance later in the
evening, after Venus has set They are
Jrawn for about 140:00 pan., your own kind
nd of standard time, on Dec. |, aid an
hour carlter at the muddle of the mnonth.

in the southeast there is now visible e
heilliant array of stars which make the skies
of the winter evening so beautiul.

Dog-Star ls Srightest

Brightest of \iese stars is Sirius, the dog-
star, part of Canis Major, the great dog,
<hown near the horizon. However, its low
slitude causes a partial diminuton of it
light. Later in the night it climbs higher
.n *he sourhern sky and is rhen even nore
CUNSDICUTUS.

O)a the astronomer’s scale of saar bright
©esses, Sirtus is of magniwde minus 14,
vhich means that it exceeds any other suy
at we can see in the nighrime sky. Com-
cared to Venus, however, it 1s relatively
(int, for the magnitude of that plapet is
ninus 4.4, Venus now s nearly 16 hmes
s hroight as Sinus.,

Ahove Sinus Orioa. the warrior, sy e
cen. 1o tws group are cwn DOWAC stars Ok
the “Brst magnitude®: Berelyeus, 0 the
lets, and Rigel, 2 little lower and m™ the
right Between them b a row of three
fainrer stars that form Ornon’s delt -

Directly above Orion i Taurus, the bull,

ll"_,.‘_‘,.ﬁ.}‘“,‘;. __I wr’i’ﬁ' "ll- - i.' .".' ‘ il »

that lights

with Aldebaran as the brightest siar: dis
tinclly red in bue, it 15 casy (o idennty.
To the Jeft of Taurus is Aurga, the

* charioteer, with the sar Capetla, another of

the hrst magnitude.

Decending from Capells, we come 1o
Gemini, the twins, with the stars called
Castor and Pollux, of which the latter s
the brighter. And berween Gemunt and
Canis Major stands Canis Miner, the lesser
dog, with Procyon as the brightest star.

Over toward the southwest are found
the retnnants of the constellatons ot the
Jutuinn  evenings. Near the horizon, a3
hown on the maps. or higher if it ts cacher
n the cvening, 15 Vega, about all that 8
«ee of Lyra, the lyre. Above and to the
lete is Cvgnus, the swan, with ~ Deneb.
While Vega and Deneb bnth are first mag-
~icude ttars, their low altitude makes themn
lock i rer.

About 3:30 2. m., at the beginning of
[Yeceinber, and 1:30 a. m., at the end,
mnowner planet, Jupiter, appcars in the
wutheast, in Virgo, the virgin. It bright.
ness now is just about the saine as that
of Sirius. Mars, of the second magnirude,

DECSVMIEA

1937

a.a onth )

rises later, about two hours before the sun,
in Libra, the scales.

If, on Chrisonas eve, when the cescent
moon is standing neacby, you look at Venus
through 2 telescope, you will find that it
also is in a2 crescent phbase.

Crescont Venus

It will not be quite as thin a crescent as
dl.at of the moon, but moce like the moon
sxne two days later, or about five days after
12 1S new. : .

The reason for the lunar phases is found
in the fact that, as the nmoon revolves around

and us:
away and we see nothing. But a few days
lateg, as the moon sWings astward from
the direction of the sum, it remains in the
western sky for a while after the sun has
wt A narrow shiver of the bright half then
appéars 1o us, as a crescent Then, as 1t
swings sull fLrther away from the sun,
half, threequarters, and finally ail, of the
sunlit side is presented to us, bringing the
full moon. |

This tzkes about two weeks. During the
next two weeks the changes occur in reverse
order, and the moon is new once again.

Something similar' happens to Venus.
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{ L.ike ths moon, it has no light of 1ts own 27 11:00 pm. Moon tarthest, distaice 251,300 =

2 but is illuminated by the sun, so that one S5 ot . g“’k" st ¥ ;i.-
half ts bright and the opposite half durk. 24 P con in quarter, . 3 |

‘ Last Aprd 14 1t was out beyond the sun, M:.;'.bu.::; u:::;zurp&r C55,5two- hours fo :, |
with the entire bright hemisphere turned .. L Sclomcs Nows Lattor, November 22, 1957 . & |

; earthwards. Since then it has been moving % T ________;_? '

and is now comiag between the earth and (" FNVIRNES 4% 8 |
sun. Thus, most of its sunlit hemisphere is
rurned away, and we have a2 crescent phase,
{- On Jan. 28 it will be, nearly, directy

‘ between us and the sun, and this will
' correspond to newthoon. After that it will
become a  crescent again, yisible in thc
morning sky before sunrise.

Unlike the moon, Venus is always so
ar away that only through a telc:mpt are
its phases. visible, |

The phases of Venus differ from lhae ok
the moun in another

As the moon travels sround the earth, its
Jistance does not change very greutly, only %
from about 221,000 m_ilcs to 253,000 miles.
~ Thus there is na great change in its ap-
parent size, and the diameter of the full
moon is adout the same as when icis in a
narrow crescent phase. But when Venus is §+ -
;_,_ full it is out far beyond the sun, about ;
L 166,000,000 miles away. Just befnre Chrise 0 .o

mas it will be less l.han 40,000,060 miles
: away, and on Jan. 28 its distance will be
. about 26,000,000 miles.. Thus, as it gets
i_ near the “new” phase, it is much larger,
Mind’,iﬁme *,I- '

That is why it is brightest when 2 cres
cent. Although less than halt of the bright
side is visible © w3, it promimity more
than makes up for this, and the put we
can see fills the largest area of the sky.
Then it is at the greatest brilliance.
Winter Arrives |

On Dec. 21 the sun, which has apparently
been traveling southward in the sky since
last june, reaches its southernmast point.
4 This is the winter solstice—the beginning
. of winter in the Northern Hermsphae-nnd -
i it occury at 9249 p. m., EST.

W 7. At that moment the sun will be directly
| over a point near the eastern edge of the
Arunts Desert,’ which is in Amstnlia, on
the border between Queensland and the.
Northern Territory.. In Australia, and other

southern countries, the sun will be high
in ﬂie!ky,mrhn'mmshepnnmg. .-

msmr&umm
&C EST - e

o

-
- g i S—

» 1:16 am. Full monn
3 m-o-np.m hmou far swie of sun, dis- -
1,730,000,000 Mules,' ¢
3 earlyash. Gmmsd mctedr showey, ' me-
teors apparently radianng fmm_
consteilation of Gemunn
mikdnght Mooa nearest, distance 130,100

miles,

14 313:4% 2.m. Mbona in last
16 :2:57 p.m. Moon passes |
1§ a:19a.m. Algol at man

190 2am, Moot pamer i
0 i ““.,Alﬂ i o
25 1:13am. New Moon, - '
.’M Winger axmmences m Nonh-
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MYSTERY SKY OBJ¥CT

The OPP is investigating an uit-

dentified “flluminated obiect’” which
darted over Eatonvilie 30 miles east
of Chatham, Ontario, Canada, Dec.
12, 1957, It was headed in the direc-
tion of Windser.

Witnesses could give no explana-
tion of the atrange sight, but said
the phenomena was ‘“much brighter
and lower than any star.”

Tt was first spotted about 7 g.m,,
by Mrs. Robert Mcore of RR 2, near
Bienhelm. She said it drew an arc
over Eatonvilie and continued In a
westward direciion. T

“At first T thought 1t was a star
but it was a hundred times briznter.

“It was the size of a football and
appeared quite low In the =Xky.”

Distriet radar units reported
height at from 35,000 to 40,000 feet,

Const. Ted Wickens of Chatham,
and John McPherson of Ridgetown
OPP were sent {0 the scene and both
saw the object.

Wickens said he saw the cbject in
flight for over 20 minutes.

“It was far 00 bright for a meteo?
or star.”

Telephone lines into OPP head-
nuarters In Chatham were {ammed
with calis from persons who sighted
tha opjecs and i1 defense unlits
Irom as far away as Psterboro.

12Dec 57
Chatham, Canada
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NO CASE (INFORMATION ONLY) 13 December 1957
SOURCE : FTL.YING SAUCER MAGAZINE Ce3gErwErys, Illinois
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o RELY yridayiimorning, | Decem?h'&"z'ﬂ. ;
&3 % IOM tyutorda.y) a.t around ‘8:00 :

R OL R et O
X gy 2 ‘lr."ﬂ’ | R A4 Ve ii‘i‘f. ';
e “" (Come ud«l ‘from . Pm "%

AM, a atrango light- was seen over
- Belleville, Illinois., About 6 miles
southeast is located what is known
a3 Scott Alr Base (Army Training:
Base). The time that I had the
pleasure of seeing “object” in ques-
tion was about 8:05 A.M., hovering
very stationary over Colllnville, -
nols which clty 1s located about 6
miles North of Belleville. - |
. Ab: this time, the sun ahown 80
clearly upon the “obj ect” (sunrise)
that it appeared.:as an. intense :
SILVER light. It appeared as you
would hold a silver dollar at arm’s f
length edge toward you and tilt it -
slightly showing 1its- bottom- side.’
Our  Government reported nm u
o weather banoon. SRR Lt
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Harold Pa.rvln .'
637 N. oth St. -
~ E. 3t. Louis, nl..;
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DATE

17
17
17
17
17

18
18

13
19
19

. 20-21

21
21
21
21
22
22

- Sefiner,
Atlantic Ocean (W of Gibralter)
" Oklzhcma City, Oxlahom=

- Vzaverly

LOCETION

estchester, New York
Atlantic Ocean (B

fruita, Colorado
Florida

Yagsina, ¥Washington

Perperell AFB, Newfoundlanc

Cecnal Ione, Panam=2
Taiczhung, Formosa
ly, ILowa
LaGranze, Georgla

Daytecr, Okrio

Kansas ”*tj, Misscurl
Heriorisiire, Znzland
Daytor, LAlO
Atlante, Ze=or:ia
Bill, L“roming
Sea of Jzpen (2 of Vialivostok)
Marietta, Gecor.ia
south Pass, Louisiena
Lit.t_Leto...., lew ‘ampshlre
raliager, Texas
C’far-{s'.ri‘la, Icva
Livernicrs #21lz, leaine
Bligntett: City, North Carolina
Bl PR30, Lenas
New Orlsans, louisiane (CASE MIS
Pariview, Cszliforaila
Duluth, linnesct=z
ITIONAL REZPORT

LOCATIOI
Unilverse
58N LErecs, kErazZlil
Cld “=ayvrcok, Connecticut
Poata Poran, Brazill
Frﬁ%;s“own, ey Jercey

acen

>tociknolm, Sw

(&

of Beriuda)
Colorado Springs, Coloraco

J
(@]
L)

-Militery Air

ll‘

W litery Rir

Military Vis & RADAR

Multi

Hewsclipping
Newsclipping
rewsclippinz
_.;Daue Craf'v

EAR 1257 SIGHTINGS
OLSERYER

(8 sightings)

LVALUATIOLN

Insufficient Lata
tstro (M37T20 ;
tstro (MATIOR
UNIDZNTISIED
Insufiicient Data
Astro (METZOR)
tiveralt

Astro (MRTZOR)
Palloon

Astro (=TEOR)
Insufficieqt Date
Aircraft
Insufficient Data
Astro (METZOR)
Insuffiicient Date
Astro (MZTZOR)
Astro (VINUS)
Astrc (VENUS)
tstre (MZTEOR)
Insufficient Data
Astro (LZTE0R)
Insufficiernt Dat=z
tstro (VENUS)
Aircraft

Lircralt

Alrcratt

Alircraflt
Insuifficiant Data
Insufficieat DNata
Ealloon
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