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2. LOCATION 12, CONCLUSIONS

OQ Wes Balloon

GO Probably Beliloon
GO Possioly Balloon

1. DATE
Mankato, Kansas

4 Jan 58

3. DATE-TIME GROUP

Local dawn

4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION

O Was Aircraft
‘IX Ground:Vi sual GO Ground-Radar RIX Probably Aircraft

GMT O Air Visual D Air-Intercept Radar © Possibly Aircraft
$. PHOTOS E O Was Astronomical

O Yes O Probably Astronomical
D'Ne Civilian O Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION & NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other.
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
GO Unknown

9 mins one

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Rpt of strange a/c w/aerials about

shape & size of strato-cruiser, Obser

ved at dawn.

11. COMMENTS

Ohservation of one of the new

WR-2 type a/c w/radar search

aerials, A/C has same general

configuration as a strato-cruise

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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Jright-Patterso: Air Force Base

Dayton, Chic ;

Gentlemen:

After spending the night of January 3rd at t:e Sleepy Hollow

Motel in Mankato, Kansas, my wife and I iotored east on

Highway 36.

I started out with the headlig:ts on but switched to the park-

ing lights after a few miles. We were driving at anproximately

60 miles per hour wren my wife said, "What isthat?" and

motioned to the rig: t.

To say I was surprised at what I saw woulc be an understatement.

At about LS degrees to the right and at a distance < trought

te te less than a mile trere wes an airplane arid a large cne,

Possibly a stratc cruiser. It appeared to be in flight not

far above tre rorizon, and I was afraid it would lard before

we zot to 4 point where we could take a good picture, and we

Greve possibly 3/L of 3 mile before stcpping on top of a low
BEL;

: Wrat wes so astoundng sbout ti is pléené was its appearance.
Tt was entirely a lumincus rec in color and tie cutline of

its form was clear ixtending above t:* cockpit tc 4 dis-

terce equal to tl at from the ecckpit te the nose of tre
plene wes en aerial wit! a wi ite light at the ton. The aerial

was nct red or Luminous but its form was clearly outlined.

ween we stcpped we cculds22 t tre plane was not flying

but was stationary atove tie

the

horizon.

Between t.e point where we first saw tre plane and where we

stooved my wife had bsen adjusting tre camere for a picture.

As we stopped sre lovered t:2 window and got tie tarzet

centered wren ste said, "I've sot tris adjusted for a moving

object sc I'd better readjust it."

Weile she was dceing ti.is I saw that anotner aerial extend:-d ‘

up haif way from tre cocknit te the tail but was not lighted

at its tip.



pase 2

Before stie could get her camera focused again I sew that the

nose of the plane wes disaopearing and tolc her to hurry or

she would be too late tc get 2 picture. She leokud ana

raised the camera but didn't taie the picture as the plane

was disappearing in a:. irregular line and continued to do

so back throucsh the cockpit and finally through the tail

until all that was left was the white light of the aerial

which showed for a few moments and then was gone.

The sky wes clouded in that direction and only two lines of

ligrt frovthe sun could be seer after t:e plane disappeared.

Cne was in line wit! the spot wrere the plane had been ard

the oth:r farther abov: the horizon.

The time Lapse from when we first sig! ted it until it dis-

appeared was several minutes, possibly “ive.

What wes this phenomenon?

What caus:d it?

Are trere planes in existence which have aerials similer tc

tre ones mentioned?

I? west we saw wes t!2 image of a plane wiere wes tre original

leest =a?

Fave “cu received any reports from others who saw this object?

Thank you for any infer: ation.

Respectfully,
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SAFIS-3/Maj Tacker/ jma/74966/2

24 February 1958

This is to aclmowledge and thank you for your

letter of 20 January 1958 addressed to Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Ohio, concerning an unidentified flying

object.

The object you observed was probably one of the

new radar-search aircraft desigeated WRe2. This aircraft

has the same general configuration of a strato-cruiser,

as mentioned in your letter.

Por your information illustrations of this type

aireraft are inclosed, together with latest Department

of Defense Pact Sheet on this subject, dated 5 November

1957.

Thank you again for your interest in this subject.

Sincerely,

Executive Officer

Public Information Division

Officecf Information Services

-COMEBACK-SAFIS-3
. READER-SAFIS-1

STAYBACK-SAFIS-3


