l. DATE

12 Jan 58 | Spring Hope N.C./Salem, Va,
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION
Local MI________ J X% Ground-Yisudl O Ground-Radar
omt_312/0515,0520Z O AirVisual £ 'Kivs IMferconh Radar
5. PHOTOS 8. SOURCE
O Yes '
3 No | Civilian
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE
few secs one Yest

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Rnd obj w/short cone trailing appearqgd
ft 1n diameter,
the sSphere appeared
the remaining portion appeared fire-
red, The cone was abhout the same
length as the obj.

10-20

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

creenish in colo

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

2. LOCATION

1. COMMENTS

The ftace of

|

— = —

O0D0 Do&g OO0 000

12. CONCLUSIONS

- - w

Was Balloon
Probably Belloon
Possioly Balloon

‘Yas Aircraft
Probably Aircraf?
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical MetTeor

Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Other

Insufficient Data far Evaluation
Unknown

Although there appear to be
inconsistencies in statements
of observer,
1St1cs maneuvers ate are those
of a typlcal fireball.

all the character
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';Q USAF, 11 Feb 58, Subj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salsm, Virginia,
12 January 1958
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UMITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

213T DISTRICT CE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATI
1  ANGL BT LiR FORCE TASE. MANPTON ~VIRGINIE -

File NOs  24-147 - ' | 11 February 1958

SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Virginia,
TS 12 January 1958

TO: Commander
Langley Air Force Base
Virginia

- This communication confirms information furnished -
Major, AO 421112, Intelligence Officer, 345th Bombardment
g Wing, Langlsy Air Force Base, Virginia, on 3 February 1958, relative
to an alleged sight/g,of an unidentified flying object in the vieinity
of Salem, Virginia, |
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2. The 12 Janunry 1958 edition of the Roanoke Times, a daily news—
paper published at Roanoke, Virginia, contained the following article:

"Strange Objects Reported in Sky in /

This Section" IS
R - "Strange objects in the aky reated concem in the Roanoke = =

Valley area early todﬂ’: State Police at Salem received

a report from ho reported a large object in the sky
with what appeared to be a ball of fire trailing it. He
said he saw it about 12:20 A.M., In addition, state police 5
raported that the object or objects had been'seen by persona/
in Floyd County and near Draper in Pulaski., Origin of the

strange object was not known early today."

3., On 15 January 1958, Special Agent JOHN R. McNEILL interviewed

vr. TR, route 3, Salem, Virginia. WP furzished the

following information concerning the unidentified flying object which
he allegedly sighted on 12 January 1958:

(1) Description of the Objact:

a, Appea,-rgi’gounl with a short cone trailing.

b, Appearesd 10-20 feet in diameter, the face of the

spnere appeared greening in color, the remaining portion including the
...railing cone was fire red. The cone appeared to be a cone of fire~
ziven off from the object itself. The cone was about the same length

as the object itself,
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21st District OSI (IG) Fila No:

ce The forward part of the sphere appeared to be of greenish
fire and the remaining part was rad in color,

de Only one (1) object was cbserved.
e. No formation of any type was noted.,

f. The object was void of shape except for its roundness.
and accompanying cone,

g. A trailing cone of what appearsd to be fire about as long
as the sphere and was the same color. The face or nose of the object
glowed with a greenish color. 5 §

.'\ jﬁr" @ .

h. No sound noted.

i. No other pertinent or unusual dstails.

(2) Description of Course of Objec Y,

‘a, At 0020 hours, l2 January 1958 3 object observed from living
room of residezce through:'% ad _west. OCbjact
proceeded in a rapid- course westerly and disappeared after a very short /_3

period of observation, — ?
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b. Proceeding westerly. pet
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c. The object disappeared over mountains to the west of Salem,
Virginia.

d. Objsct although not resembling a meteor, gave off a short
trail of what appeared to be fire.

l-_I._.-_“.._,.--_ll----

e R — .

2, osame as c apova,

f. Objsct observed only a faw seconds. o
(3) Ma.nnér of Observation:

a. Ground visual,

b, No optical aids used,

c. N/A
(4) Time of Sightingzs

a. 0020 hours EST, 12 January 1958

By Night <~

) L7
Subjs:s Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Va,, 12 January 1958 11 Feb 1958



21st District OSI (IG) File No: 24=147
Suoj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salsm, Va., 12 January 1958 11 Fab 1958

(5) Location of Obsarver:
a, Reslidence, Rt 3, Salem, Virginia,
(6) Identifving Information on Observer:
Qe - age 27,_111, Virginia;

occupation = Buyer of scrap metal for Roanoke Scrap Iron and Metal Company,
Roancke, Virginia,

(7) Weather and Winds—-aloft Conditions at Time and Place of
Sighting:

a, Clear weather,

be No report from nearest weather station,

c. Ceiling = very clear, visibility unlimited.

d. Visibility unlimited.

e. No cloud formations noted at time of sighting.

f. No thunderstorms in area at time of sighting.

~ (8) ' No air traffic noted in area at time.

a
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1 Incl: { G
Drawing of?s version Lt Colonel,/US
of object sighted District Commander

cc: Dir GSI, USAF
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Clarks E. Johnston, Major, USAF

FZIRENCES (Controd numoer, directive, presions rtport de., az apphcabte)

AFR 200-2, 12 Aug 54

L..?d MARY: (En.ur concise summary of report. Give :miﬂ:ma i~n ﬂnal one-senence paraamph Lut indamru w Zawa left. - Begin téxt of repost on AF Form 118—Part II.; Q

Unidentifisd Flying Object
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DATE OF INFORMATION

12 Jan 58

(LT

E BLANK)

FROM (dgency)

 [Hq, 345th Borb Wing, TAC, Langley AF3, Va

SOURCE

Hq, 21st District OSI, Langley AFB, Ya
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1. On. 12 Jamr,r 1958, the annoke Times earr:led an articla stating that an

n::!.deubi.fied flying object had been seen early that mrning near Salm, Virginia

"x 2. Thil orﬁeo req:.uted Distriet Offico 21, OSI, Ianglcy AFB, to 1mest:lgat.e
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ROporb ia suhnittod on obsoloto AP Forn 112 becanse effort.a to obtain

emcn'l'. fom ha.vo bcen unauccosaful.
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I1lustration of ijoct

- THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS |

31 AND 2. AS AMENDED, ITS TRANG
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WF¥
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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- CLARKE E, JOHNSTON

- Major, USAF
Wing Inhelligenco Ofﬁ.cer
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l. On 15 January, Special Agent John R. McNeill, DO 21, OS5I, obtained I
the following information from an indivyidual who stated he had s2en the object. R

8 - 4 A 3 p Salem, Ya., advised sighting a glowing oo,jact 26

B e o = e T T T S W S S S—————

in the slq above Salem on 12 January 1958, - On 15 January S urnished the FAOK
following infprmation concerning the sighting. e

s

‘1) Doacript.ion of Object.
(a) Ameared round ;. with a short cone tra:.li.ng. - | _7 A

b) ' Appeared 10-20 feet Mameter, the face of the' sphere
colar, the remaining portion including the trailing cons,

: " The cone appeared to be a cone of fire given off from the
objact itselt. - The ‘cone na a.bout t.he same 1enght as the object itself, | R

B e T e e e m#— P e
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R -* (TR I". (c) Porward mrt of the sphero appeared to be of greonish ;
fire a.n:l tho rmaining part was red"in color., o o | e S

3 Ty ?;

= TR 2 (d) Only one (1) object obaerved | 22 8 L
4 ?I'T ' | ; ..'"“"" 'ﬂr'"‘l""
(e) The object was void or shapa e:xcept for roundness and
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IR (“) i trai.li.ng cone of what appeared to be fire about as long | o
as the Sphere as the same color. The face or nose of the object. gloued,

{

with af—greenim color.,/______ "h_; )
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(a) At 0020 houra, 12 Jannary y object was obserysd ,tron
living room of residence, through . the.Lrop: which faced west, Object R
proceedéd“fn & rapid course wasterly, a.nd disappeared after a very short N2
periocd of obaemtion. | 5

(b) - Proceeding Iesterly. '~
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s . (e). ‘_]._‘he object diaappo_ared over mountains to the west of EASRS

tra:l.l of what appeared to be ti_r_e. e [
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(h) ‘Pime of Sighting' ¢ T
e (a.) o0 hou.rs, EST, 12 January 1958. /2 LD
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- | (O) Residenco front. room, nving room, Rt. 3, Salem, ginia.

‘rhnngh front \d.ndow. Viewer's age 27.. Occupation, buyer of scrap metal for

! the Roanoke Scre.p Iron and Hetals Compa.ny, Roanake s Vao o,
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2h Fedbruary 1958

: s 'Iour letter addressed to the Herehead Planetariun
Lo o concerming a sighting of an unidentified flying object
.- en 11 January 1950 has been referred to this office for

¢ Lot 0 Your sighting has not been conclusively identified
_ ~ based upon the available data. However, your report
;;-‘..mlhundupartortbnrmwmnuming
Mmminlpm |

- l’oryuurinromumlmimlosingaeopyorthe
nmwuwmmm-nmmsmaect,
dated 5 Fovewber 1557. |

Your interest and prompt reporting of this sighting
ars appreciatsd.
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LANRENCE J. TACKER

m“’ USAP "

Executive Of'ficer

Public Information Division
Office of Informaticon Services

\DER-3AFTS-1
| STAYBACK-SAFIS=-3

dinston-Salem, N. C.

ce: Mr. SRR - )orehead Planetariun,

Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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!m“m Suzzsstad reply togii»

re

‘—h!—ﬁ—-‘ “r H———ll—‘

1. Your lstter to the Morehead Planetarium has been
referred to the Alr Force,

R AL I..-l 3 )3 K° X 24 L N X ""l

2, JYour sighting has not bean conclusively identified

Your report, however, will be used as a2 zxekx par

of our continuing study on aerial phenomena.

Your interest and prompt reporting of the matter

is appreciated.

. (Suggest sending attached summary and DOD release
to~ and copy of letter to Jenzano.)
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The Morehead Planetarium, one of the
six Zeiss planetariums in the westarn
hemisphere, and the first on any univer-
sity campus, i3 open for performances
every evening at 8:30; 11:00, 3:00 and 8:30
on Saturday and 3:00, 4:00 and 8:30 on
Suaday. The program ‘is changed fre-
quently . . . There is always something

-~ =ew at the Marehead Planstarium. {[The

Morshead Building contains, in addition
¢o the  Planetarium, the permanent Art
Gallery in the Rotunda, and otaer gai-
sries devoted to temporary art exhibits.

~ Also, there arc halls for scientific exhibits.

TThe 33-foot Copernican orrery, one of
only two such installations in the world,
is a particularly impressive mechanism.
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NEVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
HE MOREHEAD PLANETARIUM

—_——————————————— CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA

January 17, 1958

Dept. of Defense

Air Technical Intelligence Center
Washington 25, D.' C.

Gentlemen:

"Enclosed, for your examination and correlation is a report
recently received in this office.

Your reply and comment, if any, will be appreciated.

Cordially,

THE MOREHEAD PLANETARIUM
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