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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

‘ : ’ O Was Balloon
L2 Jan 58 Spring Hope N.C./Salem, Va, j|0 piobeol yi aie

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION pea? AL RAE

Local POY US ge aie ae &Ground-Vi sual O Ground-Radar 5B Ba decks
GMT 12/0515 ,0520Z 0 Air Visual O Air-Intercept Radar | 2 Possibly Aircraft

5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE Was Astronomical Mieteor

O Yes QO Probably Astronomical
43 No ee eae O Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE [aj Oy 2 eee ss he a
O Insufficient Data far Evaluation

GO Unknown

few secs one West

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING | 11. COMMENTS

Rnd obj w/short cone trailing appeardd Although there appear to be

10-20 ft in diameter. The face of inconsistencies in statements

the sphere appeared greenish in colo of observer, all the character

the remaining portion appeared fire- istics maneuvers ete are those

red. The cone was about the same of a typical fireball,

length as the obj.
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HQ USAF, 11 Feb 58, Subj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Virginia,

12 January 1958

AG lst Ind

Headquarters, Langley Air Force Base & 836th Air Base Groups 26 FEB 1958
Langley Air Force Base, Virginia

TO: Commander, Air Defense Command, Ent Air Force S3ase, Colopade
Springs, Colorado

1 Incl

afe Sa

ADODI | 2a Ind aes 4 MAR ‘958

HQ AIR DEFENSE COMMAND, Ent Air Force. Base, Colorado Springs, é
Colorado i .

TOs: Commander, Air Technical Intelligences Center, Wright-Patterson

Air Force Base, Ohio
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON |

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
218T DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BAS > 3

File No: 24-147 . 11 February 1958

SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Virginia,

gs 12 January 1958

TOs — ~ Commander

Langley Air Force Base

Virginia

This communication confirms information furnished Qype
Major, AO 421112, Intelligence Officer, 345th Bombardment

Wing, Langlay Air Force Base, Virginia, on 3 February 1958, relative

to an alleged sighting of an unidentified flying object in the vicinity

of Salem, Virginia. .

2. The 12 January 1958 edition of the Roanoke Times, a daily news—
paper published at Roanoke, Virginia, contained the following article:

anes Objects Reported in - in /
This Section"

tc. carat “"Strange objects in the sky-created Socern in the" Roanoke =
Valley srea early today. State Police at Salem received

a report froma man“yho reported a large object in the sky
with what appeared to be a ball of fire trailing it. He

said he saw it about 12:20 A.M, In addition, state police eee

reported that the object or objects had been'seen by persons

in Floyd County and near Draper in Pulaski. Origin of the

strange object was not known early today."

3. On 15 January 1958, Special Agent JOHN R. McNEILL interviewed

Mr, QUEM, Route 3, Salem, Virginia. QQQQ— furnished the
following information concerning the unidentified flying object which

he allegedly sighted on 12 January 1958:

(1) Description of the Object:
ap)

a. Appeared/2ouha, with a short cone trailing.

b. Appeared 10-20 feet indiameter, the face of the
3sonere appeared greening in color, the remaining portion including the

trailing cone was fire red. The cone appeared to be a cone of fire
given off from the object itself. The cone was about the same length

as the object itself,
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2lst District OSI (IG) File No: 24=147

Subj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Va., 12 January 1958 1k Feb 1958

ce. The forward part of the sphere appeared to be of greenish

fire and the remaining part was red in color.

d. Only one (1) object was observed.

e. No formation of any type was noted.

f. The object was void of shape except for its roundness.

and accompanying cone.

g. A trailing cone of what appeared to be fire about as long

ag the sphere and was the same color. The face or nose of the object

glowed with a greenish color. . ix

Pe h. No sound noted.

i. No other pertinent or unusual details.

(2) Description of Course of Objac /

a. At 0020 iki isan 11958, object observed from living
room of residence through: ed west. Object

proceeded in arapid’course westerly and disappeared after a very short _>

Pinas ?period of observation, yay yas
-_ jeenm FOO el Ch. eee r)

. iene Proceeding westerly. _

c. The odject disappeared over mountains to the west of Salem,

Virginia.

d. Object although not resembling a meteor, gave off a short

trail of what appearedtobe fire.
a

e. Same asc above.

f. Object observed only a faw seconds. 5 ~ *°

(3) Manner of Observation:

a. Ground visual.

b. No optical aids used,

c. N/A

(4) Time of Sighting:

a. 0020 hours EST, 12 January 1958

By Neene<-



21st District OSI (IG) File No: 24—147

Subj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Va., 12 January 1958 11 Feb 1958

(5) Location of Observer:

a. Residence, Rt 3, Salem, Virginia,

(6) Identifying Information on Observer:

a. CN aco 27 ce, Vircinia;
occupation = Buyer of scrap metal for Roanoke Scrap Iron and Metal Company,

Roanoke, Virginia,

(7) Weather and Winds-aloft Conditions at Time and Place of
Sighting:

a. Clear weather.

be No report from nearest weather station.

c. Ceiling - very clear, visibility unlimited.

d. Visibility unlimited.

e. No cloud formations noted at time of sighting.

f. No thunderstorms in area at time of sighting.

_ (8) No air traffic neue’:in area at time.

1 Incl: igDrawing of i: version Lt CES 615
of object sighted District Commander

ce: Dir OSI, USAF
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opjeet observed on 12
Jammary 1958.
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be FORM 112 ~ (CLASSIFICATION)
A PROVED 1 JUNE 1948 De Nts

COUNTRY | REPORT NO. | (LT'AVE BLANK)

| US TR-1-53

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

| Unidentified Flying Object
| '3EA REPORTED ON FROM (.dgency)

Hq, 345th Bomb Wing, TAC, Langley AFB, Va
SATEOF REPORTS | DATE OF INFORMATION Ree

3 Feb 538 12 Jan 58 F-6

\

| =REPARED BY Comet)

Clarke E. Johnston, Major, USAF
SOURCE

Hq,. 2ist District OSI, Langisy AF3, Va

“FERENCES (Control nu moer, directize, previous report, etc., az applicable)

i“APR 200-2, 12 Aug 54 UN Th REIEE aee ve
ane ne a eee eee

i SUM MARY: (Enter concise summary %: Adobe Give signifieance in final one-sentence paragraph. List ghee dnkadat lower left. - Begin text of report on AF Form 118—Part II.)
see ou 9

aOR Pe et 4B 4 sage Ww OB i Te :

ae eS org : P : ‘ 3 ” o

els On.12 January: 1958, the Roanoke Times ‘earried an article stating that an
unidentified bland rpaendeeene been seeneentodthatBaers tsnear Salen, sh ae

See
ope Report. 4is submitted on obsolete“AF Form.aw because efforts to obtain

current forms. have been Urn abprghe
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CLARKS E. JOHNSTON|

Major, USAF

, Wing Intelligence Officer

1. Illustration of Object
2. Newspeper article, Resnoke ince

STRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

“t=: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS YRSORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENS@OFTHE UNITED ps Faas HITHIN THE MEANING OF THBESPIONAGE ACT, 30U. S.C.
31 AND 22, AS AMENDED, ITS TRAMGMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO‘AN DNAUTHORIZED PERSONTSPAGKISITED BY LAW.

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHORE ORIN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES,Raw grees OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELEIGENCE, USAF. *
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AF FORM 112—PART I 4 EMERgop ERE
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 (CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
7

| FROM (Agency) REPORT NO.

Hq@y 345th Bomb Wing (TAC) TR-1-58 | 2 3
;

: PAGE OF PAGES

the following information from an individual who stated he had seen the object. t é

>. Be. 3; Selien: Vas advised sighting a glowing. object iy *: :
in the aie "above Salem on 12 Jamary 1958. On 15 Jamary “esturni shed the ease
pimeeinfprmation concerning the sighting.

1 : .

}

| 1. On 15 January, Special Agent John R. McNeill, DO 21, OSI, obtained

}

CeLvéa Description of Object:
fa)sAppeared rount with a short cone trailing.

“

|
| fi: Yada b)* Appeared 10-20 feet her Sinat<e, the face of the sphere Be

appeari color, theremaining portion including the trailing cone, fees
| appearing » * The-cone appeared to be a cone of fire given off from the’ Oy peat
Chae atelier The ‘cone was about the same Lenght as the object itself, Bai oy

— Sere Ce). ‘Forward pert of the sphere: appeared to be of greenish Fs
fire ani the Femaining part was redvin color. . re ee Te &

: a Ry (a) Only one (1) object observed. Pe | gt eh :

| sO. Slesty Ce) - The object was void.of shape sacert for roundness and
| sccompenying ¢‘cone. . arte Ae eta cy ear ater me Sy 4 5

seibe eats (2), See above... tea ‘ rae : ‘en ator ae Abs
| os De geeaae a ie Oy: A ‘trailingcone of what Seared to be fire about as long .
as the cones Gad ass the same color. The face or nose of the eee Lamas
vith teamed colofad___Rs Wret eh. Sh soresaye tepee shi f ye

- = | =ay‘Deseription of? course of*¢ jecesr;sr* Risk. 8 wre ‘ :
~ (a). At 0020 hours, 12 January/1956 » object was observed..from ale

living roomofm oalaane, thronsh..the,.fron: iw which faced west. Object
proceedéd“ina rapid course westextys and qesrmenred after a very short
period of observation.

| (b) . Proceeding westerly.

| | fe) The object es perreared.¢over mountains to the west of ees |
| Salem, Va. pe Teng ees oS ad Rae

ve fa) Object aithough not _Pesembling a meteor gave off a short
trail of whatPSppesre’ to be Poeee / ; . :

Aechs (e) See sevenSail Sra See Se es é e
: : w (f) ©Object ob dated only a few seconds. "€..3y ce oe } Gee oe

(3) Manner of Observation: , biglleed aes He

(a). None: ; Wis

J j ¢ eed ive

) a ttl \

4 TE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTINGTHE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANINGOF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, §0U. S.C— us
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

it? ’ i muIGECE UR IN WHOLE oR IM PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED. STATES AIR.FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOROF
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AF FORM 112—PART Hl © Sa(Gna

‘g AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Langley AFB, Va | . TR1-58 3 3

+(e) N/A

(h) Mme of Sighting: at

(a) oc@o hours, ae R January 1958. iA ee arOy)

(b) Night . : et abe duet Lf

“(c) “Residence pak room, living room, Rt. 3, Salem,tom
Through front. “window. Viewer's age 27.. Occupation, buyer of porap metal for
the RoanokeBerep Iron end Fecals: ooapev) Roanake > Vae —
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ham | = BsiCeiling ‘very clear, cones unlimited. a

‘Visibility very poods: ty) SE i

je

There»we e no choud rnations observed at time of

te6. ny: other unusual.activities or.‘conditions: poets= thes—<— ie IAEA THES |
»

eA es (@): Hone tears

<a) Interception orAdent fLeatdon ‘action:
ie 2 (a). ‘None dae

“(@) Location of any air traffic in area: at time object observed:
‘

ws

te

(a) Hone ‘observed.

r: af mats Matt No thunderstorms din the area at time of rege

H

eh Senne
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{OTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSe OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.—
31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON JS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE dain d arc IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER Leah UNITED STATES AnNad poe oSEXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
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(OTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR.THE REVELATION GF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
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AF FORM 112—PART in
(CLASSIFICATION)

APPROVED f JUNE 1948

_ AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
ROM (iyency) REPORT NO.

Ha, 345th Bomb Wing (TAC) | Ry 1 1
Langley AFB, Va.~ Thn1n58 PAGE OF PAGES

THE ROANOKE TIMES, Sunday, Jan. 12, 1958, bi

Strange Objects Reported in | Sky in This Section ( Dhigety ; ‘

-- Strange objects in the sky created concern in the Roanoke Valley area early 7 3
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“i State Police at Salem received a report from a man who reported a large 73 a

object in the sly. ‘ath what Lagarde to. be apees fire trailing it. | _ | > Bax
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“He said he sawrat. about 12:20 |a. Bee os em eas. & oe | See
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' SAFIS-3/Ma,j Tacker/ jma/74966XR:

2h February 1953

Dear —
Agta 4. Jour: Letter addressedto the Morehead Planetarium.

“\. -. @oneerming a sighting of an unidentified flying object
».. 6 12 January 1955 has been referred to this office for

Your sighting has not been conclusively identified
based upon the availabledata. However,your report

=) WAL be used as part of hed Air Force's A amtenraue

are We Vets intoveatitn X me lnclosing © dcoy of the
sm Sar ee ee oe ernment Fach Sheet on Chis munject,

dated 5 November 1957.

Your interest and prompt reporting of this sighting
are appreciated.

LAWRENCE J. TACKER

Major, USAF = -

Executive Officer

Public Information. Division

Office of Information services

2 Inclomires

2. Summary

KDER-SAFTS-1

Reynolda Branch | SEAYBACK-SAFIS-3
Winston-Salem, N. C.

co: Mr, SAN: Morehead Planetarium,
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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| q gaan NZ 73 USE EGR APP OVALS,
|_MENO ROUTING SUP

} MAME OR TITLE INITIALS CIRCULATE

- MAJOR L. J. TACKER 3

SAFIS = OSAP

a eeNeTOn
SEE UE

Jenzang (Haniel)
SIGNATURE

Chapel jHiq1, N.C.

r
e

“ASS Sucgested reply togae
. Your letter to the Morehead Planetarium has been

2. Your stenting ae not Been conclusively identified!
Your report, however, will be used as 2 mmrkx par

of our continuing study on aerial phenomena.

3. Your interest and promot reporting of the matter
is appreciated.

h, (Suggest sending attached summary and DOD release
+0 Q@RRRE and copy of letter to-Jenzano.)

5referred to the Air Force,
|
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ORGAMIZATICN AND LOCATION TELEPHONE

AECIN-FX 55266
Foam RepiscesDA AQO Form 395, 1 Apr 48, and AF HQ de GPO: ib—O~s03481

LD § #28 50 95 Form 12, 10 Nov 47, whiek may be used
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The Morehead Planetarium, one of the

six Zeiss planetariums in the western

hemisphere, and the first on any univer-

sity campus, is open for performances

every evening at 8:30; 11:00, 3:00 and $:30

on Saturday and 3:00, +:00 and $:30 on

Sunday. The program ‘is changed fre-

quently . . . There is always something

~ sew at the Morehead Planetarium. {The

Morehead Building contains, in addition

to the Planetarium, the permanent Art

Gallery in the Rotunda, and other gal-

leries devoted to temporary art exhibits.

Also, there arc hails for scientiic exhibits.

|The 35-foot Copernican orrery, one of

only two such installations in the world,

is a particularly imeressive mechanism.
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Dept. of Defense

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Washington 25, D.C.

Gentlemens

. ‘ ’

» ‘ i

NIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

HE MOREHEAD PLANETARIUM

CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA

January 17, 1958

‘Enclosed, for your examination and correlationis a report

recently received in this office.

Your reply and comment, if any, will be appreciated.

Cordially,

THE .MOREHEAD PLANETARIUM
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