
PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD :

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

O Was Balloon

13 Feb 58 West of Wake Island o eid Beiece

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION QO Possibly Balloon
. O Was Aircraft

Local aa D Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar re Gia PRSBably Alvavatt

GMT 13/0914Z "B Air Visual 7TR Air-Intercept Hod dea & Possibly Aireroft
5. PHOTOS 6- SOURCE O Was Astronomicel VWOtoor

0 Yes O Probably Astronomical
"No Ree atic Wise T Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE EN Otherstees
OQ Insufficient Data for Evaluation

flash one N/A QO Unknown

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Circular greenish-blue obj, size of Obj appeared as flash. Charactey-

grapefinuit. Gave bright, instantaneous istic of. meteor. of short duratidn

flash. Two objs picked up on radar. Radar contacts of reported A/C

Pilot believed he was being "shot at'' in area,
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Y A bright, flare-like axplosion was sighted_by the_crew of an Air Fores
4 C-54_approximately two hour's flying time west of wake Island, During the :
a hour within which the sighting occurred, ons visual and two radar contacts §

q were made, Tracing action has uncovered no routine sea or air traffic in :
a the area at the time of sighting,
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6, Bright, instantaneous flash.

ingineer:

was ok

pilots were both at

a closed and lichted crew compartment,

oCourse of Flisht:

no apparent motion,
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passing into the radar "shadow" of the reporting aircraft
9e190, and annearing again when the reporting aircraft reversed 

course to

hecin ordi The pilot's memory of radio "chatter" curing ta earlier

part of the mission indicates that one other nirerart was eastb
ound hehind the

reporting aircraft. The pilot's report also indicates wnat another aircra:t
(C=54D 42=72523) landed at wake a few minutes ahead of the reoorting aircrarte{

If the radar and visual sightings were of the same object, an
d if that object

nad been tne aircraft nemed (or another aircraft), tne Ur0 reported on herein
have f1 fired aircraft, Suen flares, single-stsr—

ht 
3 5
d

color and intensity p Oo?

would also apo n

However, photo cartridges ere fired down, not upward, cnd there is no other

information to suggest an aircrait at a hicher altitude at the time end place

of sighting, As a result of this preliminary investigation, it is determin
ed

t er aircraft, at al tired lare at j ha
zh ' on the crew members

ot, «illiam L., Captain, 42lst Air Hel

Squadron. A Senior Pilot, Capt Feurot has compiled over 6,000 hours
,A

ring time since 1%.6, aimost entirely in
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PFICO—C, Hq PACAF | IR=L7=58 fia
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bo Go-Pilot - Andrew Delner, Ist Lt, 42lst sir Refueling

Squadron, Lt Dehner 1s also a Senior Pilot Ho fee over 3,900 hours
flying cn almost ell in multi-engine, ininepertetupe reaper steay,. | Tpthigis)
Capt raurot nu considers flyiny to be nis proression, and appears to tea

4 compatent, §stable and matures

co Navigator - Smith, Douglas, lst Lt, 421st Air Refueling

Squadron. Lt Smith remembers almost nothing of the specific eee Wii CL

a Fonte place during the time period involved, His intera:
not aroused to the point where he can remember a

alreraft commenced to orbit, at which time he ¢l: the scope and

4 clinbed into the astro=dome to see if he could ofserve any lizhts or

flares, His memory concerning the condition and settings of the APS=d2

scope is considered orobably true, He has some 409 hours' flying time,

and this was his first long over=water mission in a C-54 aircraft, Between

Marcus Island andWake, his navigational fixes were fairly accurate,

particularly the three-station LORAN fix at 1729, His recollection of
the appearance of a radar blip, occurred suddenly, during a conversation

about the radar set; tne reporting officer believes that he probably saw

the blip, but that the statement that this occurred during the first

westbound orhit leg is not reliable, and possibly a rationalization based

on the navigator's knowledge of the previous sighting.

e
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d, Flight Engineer — Isaacs, S/Set, 421st Air Re2 F) fueling Squadron,

Sgt Isaacs has flown 3,200 hours as flipnt engineer on multi-engine transport-

type alncraft, His Bogert haccd on notes made immediately after the second
| sighting, appears to be accurate, His eg ee of tne sequence of events

orior to the second sighting contradicts Capt re segiic lie in certain minor

| details; the reportingofficer accepts Sct Isaacs' recoilection in these
- instances primarily because his mamory is paged on definite actions:

g | entering the cockpit, walking to the cabin, returning to the cockpit and
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switching the APS=42 to sector scan, etc, Yor the same reason, Sgt Isaac!

memory of time sequence and duration is believed to be reliable,

@. Radio erator — Harris, “ranklin 6G,

Operations Squadron, Srt Harris appears to be 2

competent radio operator, and, in the opinion of

was the most slert member t

of time intervals and of his own actions, as I j

appears to be entirely accurate, Tne fact that S:t Harris did net

personally participate in any of the sightine a

during the time period involved, supports a high estimate
- By BB ale Fae: Sa vies es i+, Imaal
in recalling the events in which ne was invoived
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