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| 12. CONCLUSIONS
ee

CT,

| 1. DATE 2. LOCATION
OC Wos Balloon

19 February 1958 Hokkaido, Japan M Probably Balloon
eer neers em O Possibly Balloon
| 3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4, TYPE OF OBSERVATION

: : O Was Aircraft

| Lecal GGround- Vi sual TK Bround-Rador Oo Bechauly Alrerert
GMT 19/90592 0 Air Visuol O Air-Intercept Radar OD Possibly Aircroft

| 5. PHOTOS ~— é. SOURCE O Was Astronomical
O Yes 07 : D Probably Astronomical

sSketcn aire tie : ;
Xt No Military DO Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | ?. COURSE SK Other 4X3 33
D Insufficient Dota for Evaluation

| : f O Unknown
| 2 hours one stationary
} 

+
110, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

| Radar report from Sea of japan area.

| Return developed rapidly to 2 dense

| cloud that expanded to cover an arga

| aooroximately 65 miles long and rose

| ¢rom an altitude of 3,000 ft to 46,

O0O0ft. Return Similar to weather

| return except for speedof development,

| Five aircraft in area all turned towaf

{| the return and proceeded to the genera

| area, Return resembled explosion of

large munitions ship exploding.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

11. COMMENTS

Rapid development and a/c reaction

rule out weather paenomena and |
equipment malfunction. errige oO?
possibis cause correlated with

IR 1886-58 as explosion, Observed

by fishermen, Also seismic detec
tion of nuclear explosion reportgd

from Matsushiro, |
|

t



Set “Wi, Card3) 234,69

IR-100~58
£3 Ingles l/

1. Overlay ae Ho. H
2. Scope presentation ek : )“f dD Wi

3. Source's original report, 2 cys with incl 1 & 2, 1 cy each
{434 Annotation: 3 Incls acetwea/:

" May 26, 1958

BOWNGR ADED “AT 3 YEAR INTERV ATS:
DECLAsSIPIMD APTERGI2 YEARS os:

-RQD DIE seve. 10° es

. Fea Cancelled

OF changed to ceeds)



comms veer UNCLASSIFIED Be aim oangasi inne I/ UK and AGZ of 0

Subject: Unusual Radar Sighting Associated MC #: 23469 j ke ,,
With Russian Aircraft Activity AF #: 1165758 iv, D i

Source: Det #45, 613th AC&W Sqdn APO 181, Rpt #: IR-100-58 2

San Francisco, California Agency: Ha 39th Air Div Misawa AB

Preparing Officer: ROBERT C. LAIDLAW, Capt, Japan

USAF DR.oo: February 27, 195

1

Set 1/1, Card 1/3 “Eval: B-2

info Spee: DE/MT/anh =
Distr: 4EI/JEla-6 cys/4Eld-3 cys/4F2/4B/(2L9)

Entiré Document y
While conducting surveillance of Russian aircraft/on 19 Feb 58 at 00592,

operations personnel of AC&W Site #45 at Asoiwayama (GEOREF XJGP 3020) (Hokkaide)

Japan observed the ae development of an unusual radar return onFPS-(HRI)
height finding radar“Y(see Incl 1). The radar return was from the area of 40°

20 min north, latitude, 137°30 min east longatude (in GEOREF Grid XJCQ) over the
Sea of Japan approximately 80 nautical miles off the Russian Coast (Meritime).
MY,

The return developed to a dense cloud that expanded to cover an area approximately

“GRADED AT 2 VEAR INTERVALS: UNGI



DOWNGRADES) 47

Rpt #: creeteaee LH
65 miles ions from 44°10 min sayeth 137°10 min east to 45°30 min north 137°40 min /ADbl
east and approximately 25 miles across which rose from an altitude of .3,000 feet /2

to a final altitude of 46,000 feet. The return was similar to a weather return

except for the speed of its development. appeared at 0059Z and dissipated at

0300Z. All five Russian aircraft tracks in the area proceeded to the general

vicinity of this phenomenon, !3 Observers were unable to describe the return and
associated Russian reaction in terms of any previous experience Observers stated

that it most nearly resembled a very large explosion such as hat of a very large
ammunition ship.. A weak low pressure area was located in the Sea of Japan approxi+

mately 41° north latitude. Winds at Site at 20,000 feet were from 260° at 50 knots,

weather was CAVU. The above data was furnished by Capt Henry Kolb, Det 45 Operations

Officer, who wi ed event along with lst Lt. Thomas VY. Cole, Ass't Operations

Officer and Mr. Tech Rep. on GEFPS-6, 30DOIComments Rapidity of

development plus apparent Russian aircraft reaction would appear to rule out a natural

weather phenomenon or a radar malfunction. Veracity of witnesses is not questioned.

No intelligence personnel are assigned at Radar Sites. Site 45 had no radar scope

camera so a’sketch of scope face was substituted. This report delayed due to late

reciept in this Hq (26 Feb 58) and need for ade aie of report on reproducable
AF Form 112.

Classification Cancelled
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tT the Aviation Administr tion Seetion

and Torn Samara Chisf of the No. 2 Security Section MARIT Ive SAFETY Boarp

(MSA) top information on an alleged explosion off the Sip

Fabry ry 1958,
BATAN coast on 19Fee unknown luminons Signtings wars mace off the coast

cf HOXXarpo by fishermen and reported +5 MSA. MSA hag Tecorded-thpse inei.

Ssnts ‘but Wil] not investizate the matter further, fy 8a8ch Instance the

Sighting Was made at Right. There is no Te pert indicatin=- en ¢Xplosion orf

128 eoagst of SIBERIA on 19 ¥sbruary 1958.3. At 1230 hears (JST) on 31 Octoter 1957 fishermen coserved a pillar

oF flame 100 m high, 1500 » West of EMBETSI (LEA3N/D 1 om} for approximately

15 minutes. The Color changed from red to blue then disapperreg,

4. At 203, hours (JST) on 2 March 1952
oody that Cisanreareg after io

1 K 
IRI ISLAND. The

orm 

‘~¥? Hours (JST) on the same 
a x,

7 “83 cbserved 7ising. gradually for about 2 minut

CAPADNAYys; (ONNEE TS)>

4“ Was not red or+
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3 N/115252) on_KUNASET>

cooler. wag not determine
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Se3 1/1, Card 3/3 Japan/USSR MC #: None 7
Rot #: Digsésa =

COMMENTS. OF THE PREPARING OFFICER:
SY, 4t approximately 0959 hours (Js

The phencmena lasted approxioxi matelith the Meteorological Agency for barcratric or

This office checksd w

\ 19 Feber r 195 nn?
JST} on 19 February 1958 an unknown

4 is 

: 

\ 
} 

9 
See aes Ey

~__heneme nay” believed to have been an explosion, was detactad at 30N/13730E8
aw a US radar site in JAPay. 

t 3

sais:data on the premise that en explosion was detonated, I+ Was learned thatvhere ware no barometric or seismic changes indic tive of an explosion at the
above time. Negatiwm infec mation was alsc obtained from the Maritine anaair Staff Offices of the Defense Acancy.

6/7 Cfficials of the Mg taorological Agency statad that any berometricchangS“sould be detected at Weather stations in JAPAN, The seismic detaction ©of a nuclear explosion at the MATSUSEIRO SEISMOLOGICAL CESERVATORY18 believed
39 Bave been instigated from this search. (Refer to 6004th AISS, IR 1885-58Sor seismic dstecticn of USSR nuclear explosion.)

May 20, 1948
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