PROJECT 10073 RECCRD CARD

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 28 3EP 52)

cient

'Y, DATE 2. LOCATION 112, CONCLUSIONS
0 Wos Balloon |
19 Feb 53 Toneka, Kansas {} - Probably Balleon !
3. DATE-TIME GROUP ) 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION | i TS SIS Ooh d
Local MLty e *TXGround- Vi sual il Ground-Rador & ;;"f:b:;;';’fi’m o
CMT 19 /;2”0?, O Aiw~Visuadl O Air-intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 8. SOURCE 3 e AL A Sndmiesl
O Yes O Probably Astronomical
261 No Military O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERYATION 3. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other
£ Insufficient Data for Evaluation
| 0O Unknown
1-2 secs DNl downward D
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS i PPN i
Comet-like falling obj, orange flame, |Probably accidental release of
size of dime, Appeared to have tail some obj fm a/c., Possible day-
four times diameter of obj. Appeared |light meteor, possible burst of
0 disintegrate, WX balloon., Obj evaluated as no
threat. Case considered insifti
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AIRCRATT DIRECTLY OVER THE CITY OF TOPIKA KANSAS WAS REPORTED TO TjiE
s AT L A O I O LT (i o ST S I ORI S SN BE S e A
CONTROL TOWER OF PHILLIP BILLARD MUKICIPAL AIRPORT, TCPEKA, KANSAS

BY A CIUITIAN AS' NOTED “IN 6(AQe CIVILTAN OBSERVER STATED OBJECT -
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
STROPHYSICALL OBSERVATORY
|
SECTICONM GF UPPER ATMOSPMERL STUDIES
1IGY OPTICAL SATELLITH TARALCT i r-m PROGCRAM
80 GARDEN STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS
y ; Ay 1.2'3' L 5T
Captain George 'I'. Gregumj -
Hgtrs, Air TEGhn*cal Ln*ﬂllibﬁnﬁe ueﬂ*er
i BoxX 9307 g .
e 10 Wri@t-l’atterson Air Force Ea.ae, Dhio
Dear Captain:,..., ;;* s
i B2 ooy, NN ke Vi | |
s e e ;‘?j' -, e ; | .
i **{,‘ now have had a chanoe to look t rougﬂ all the “&portq/jgu
Z5t - gent, and the one concerning the "satellite~type slghting” 4wk

" Denver interests me very much and I am gilving 1t the full freat-

e oment. It ‘glear that this oould rot have been any of the imer-
7. fcan satellites, nct only because of the zxcessive brightness, but
because no American satellite at present cculd be s#en approaching
from the northweat at the latitade of Denver, Op7Ap iOth there
e

. were no Xnown EJss“a.n Sputnik's up, but even had th oy

i dlmost incomceivable that objects trat brig gnt’ would escape rete:-

<~ tion by our Moonwatch teams, I iw is a f"“‘wa-*r 30 wich so. that
I wish I had the time and the opporstur 157 ‘tc talk with these two

.. offigers, It could be that in casual soénversation some clue mignt

bo Dbtained which is no*' appa. nt in their repcrt.

I nad an experience the cthe‘r/ night whizh may bear on 'r-'f. §-o
Y had been instructing my young Cadghter in f**:wimg sidereal ©ime.
and we had gone out on the lswh to chesk ~ur calcilations when
there cam along a sputnik-iike ..:bje'-f--‘-rc rregt rightn&ﬂﬂ; >
speed, correct color, and I almest stood azra®t, There was no
sound., A few mirmutes latér another such cbtlect came through in
another direstion, and then a few mimutes gtill ancther, on thre
third one I was able $0 detect cver ambient noi=zes the scund ol jer
moLors., Lights were/not blinking. If the t*-a-r;\w fect had ne =:,
gone through I might honestly be puazzlgd to this dal as c wh e
I had seen an unkncown satellite, I didrit imow th c jet 2
carried such lisrta..,

u
'®
=

\

Tt 1a thost tneoncelvable tws such ex;er‘%“fpﬁ 7ﬂ£i“ﬂ** o ld
h.a.ve made the mistake I had first wade, bHut strangs ".".-‘f,}’f.’("‘“ ¢ MED -

pﬁ’n. | in '&"18 mea.n.*m I &E h& Ii"!.g this obgery :'i"‘l C-("r 1 2 =3 i
aii ovher TunknoOwWn: smxmm Y ohnat our teams irgm Yime-tor Gime I
ported. N
r ~
/ As t0 the other cases, which I am returning (I will reru=s ¢
Denver case very scon), we certainly scew to nave 2 fine. bun: N
meteQr obscervat Lﬁfi-ﬂfi’“ of them. Two others remaln: one A
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(perdod of morning twilight had already bezun)., Vepa wam, a9 -
834y, near-vne polnt of sightinz but 1t gsams- bo-Te :f “at 1t was
somewhat higher—than 609, Thers wes ©f course a very {ine spen-
tagular obJject in ¢h 4::"'3'}2'1.;&- & ?';"""":,:“'; at time btut, unfortunatsly, in th
sputhsastermn sky, ‘Ine planet Venus. was at 1ts brightest in the
pre=gunrinse gkyf and I know {rom past “V;ESE&:QQMEQW easily it
can be mistaken for ar unknown odJject. My only reddtion-is to

2 - a - t.

quesdion the stated position and to sonsidar
Lt‘waa Verms,

The case of the “daV1ignt maeteor" iz greatly ambiguon
&

aatl s,
Whilﬂ & d-ayli@t fiw u&ll ‘"‘3.1'1"14:5 be raled .'_.-"t;ﬁ T would m,_f"f“‘:‘fiﬂ ‘
favor the agsidental releasges of some oljeat fﬁﬁm an aireralt. Hou
ever, mich hinges on the statement "orange flame’ If 4% reallv
was rlaming.theak¢t locks as though we ﬁusc accrﬁd*‘ this £0 a da;

light wmeteor, If the: light was simply a bright refleotion of sun-
1ight, then we have the othsr p gsibill tv in either cagse, thers
is nothing hostlile, and I say to thils "4nsuffisient information o
be able to distinguish between daylignt meteor or objeet falling
from airoraft”, I don't think it is worthwhile te pursue this one.
although I think 1f I ¢ould talk toc the ¢hap a better analysis
might be made, It jJus€ oscurs to me tna perhaps the obJect might
have been a burst weather or cosmic ray balloeon, with the reflsec-
tion from the trailing material aecrvntir? for the "tail four &times
the diameter of object", In fact, I think this 1s a2 distinct
po88ibility since it oggcurred in *he nieighvornood of the miniecipal
airport from which, I suprose, bhalioonsg are launched, The time of
observation was 4; OO p.m., thelpr time which, I believe; 1a about

the time of such launshings. So, three possibilities: dayiieht

meteor---part of aircrafte--~burstaed balleoon., All narmless ~ut, 1
now tend o prefer the 1atter,

T am looking famrd to visiting vou in :,*ou'r* new quar
I hOpe 1n.ear1y‘June.
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