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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Briefing of Representative Henderson and Colleagues on the

Air Force Unidentified Flying Object (UFO) Program

1. On 20 dune 1958, Major Boland, SAFLL and Major Tacker, SAFIS,

assisted by Mr. Arcier, AFCIN-4X1, and Major Byrne, AFCIN-X1A, briefed

the following House members, in the Capitol chamber of Representative

John E. Henderson, Ohio. ea
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Rep. Henderson, Ohio

Rep. Cramer, Florida

Rep. Magnuson, Washington

Rep. (Mrs.) Walker, Washington
Mr. Mongel (Adm. Aid--Henderson)

Mr. Bachelor (Adm. Aid—-Cramer)

Mr. Tely (Adm. Aid--Mr. Marnuson)

Mr. Gordon (Adm, Aid--Griffen, Mich.)
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2. The briefing was prepared in response tbh a personal request

by Rep. Henderson who had previously submitted aj series of questicns

on UFO's. AFCIN prepared the answers to these quéstTM

the necessary briefing material,

39 Members of Congress are constantly besieged by constituents

regarding UFO's, by letter, telephone and personal visits. With rare

exception, such requests are forwarded to SAFLL for answer. The lack

of information on UFO's professed by the Congressman causes a certain

amount of professional embarrassment. As a result, a great number of

Congressmen and their administrative aids have indicated an interest

in first-hand information on UFO's, SAFLL, on the urging of SAFIS fa.

and AFCIN, siezed this opportunity to prepare a number of briefing —

kits, containing reproductions of statistical information,charts and ae

graphs, individual case histories, and such other related material op

that would give the reader a rather comprehensive knowledge of the

subject. These kits were submitted at the time of the subject

briefing. It is expected that aiditional requests will be made for

kits as word travels regarding their availability.

4e The Congressional audience was favorably impressed by the

presentation. One apparent dedicated skeptic, at the conclusion of

the briefing, professed his complete faith and confidence in the

Air Force's handling of UrO0's, Several members indicated that they

were now prepared to deal directly with their constituents without

calling on SAFLL.
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June 23, 1958

MYMORANDUM FOR RECORD

5. The subject briefing, scheduled for one hour, lasted the full
morning, which attests to the Congressional interest in the subject.

The following is believed to have accrued from the briefing, with

members expressing:

a. Confidence in the Air Force U0 program.

be An understanding of the problems the Air force faces in

administering the program.

Go Acceptance of responsibility to personally advise their
constituents on UFO matters,

Gd. Agreement that it would be unwise to give the subject

undue publicity, particularly in an open or closed formal

Congressional hearing.

e. listrust in private organisations and authors, as giving

undue impetus to the existance of "flying saucers" and

stimulating unfavorable public hysteria.

6, Mr. Arcier aidressed the group as a technical consultant.

Maj. Byrne, in the capacity as administrative consultant, clarified
certain answers given by the SAPLL representative, to preclude possible
misunderstanding on how the UPO program is administered Air Force wide.

7e The excellent briefing material prepared by AFCIN-4 and the

personal attendance of Mr. Arcler, who impressed the group with his

profound council, deserve special note as reason for success of the

briefing.

8. Classified portions of the UO Scientific Panel Keport of

1953 were made available to and receipted for by the Congresemen

present.

/



Rep. Cramer, Florida

Rep. Henderson, Ohio

Rep. Mognuson, Washington

Rep, Mongel Asst. to Henderson

Rep. Gorden Asst. to Griffen, Michigan

Rep. Bachelor Asst. to Cramer

Rep. Telz Asst. to Mognuson

Rep. Walker Asst. to Tollesson, Washington

oe

a Rep. Bass New Hampshire

a Rep. Alger Texas

7 Rep. May Connecticut
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“C/N GMPTS-3, Attn: Major Tacker 23 May 58

a
)

L ¥ AFCIN-LE:/Capt. Gregory/co
69216

Y
r

¥

; i. Raference telephone couvers@hions between your office and this Center on
22 and-23-May 1958, and our teletype message, dated 23 May 1958 regarding the
preparation and transmission of subject matter.

H >"

-2.—-Ajtached document reflects the various breakdowns of UFO evaluations and
statistics, as requested by Mr. Henderson. Also included, are detailed statistical
and other related data extracted from the USAF Project "Blue Beok" Special Report lr.
14, This should fulfill all requirements on the matter.

|Ineis:

" Document,UFO Statistics Colonel, USAF
‘aud {Pata (Uncl) AFCIN-LE

7? oa zi oe A j
LOMO 2h la, JS raAy 4A t 4 (Qry 90 DAYS |

| INT TIAL |

{REV 10 SEP 57) ROUTING AND COORDINATION SHEET A
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-w| Correspondence Re Congressman Henderson Request to DOD for UFO Data
stics

“~

AFCIN-K1, Attn: Major Byrne 23 May 1958:
aN

: zat

AN wre vs AFCIN-LE4g/Capt Gregory /kmo/69216
i—~4B

RN Porvarded for your information and retention, in accordance with existing

A “policies that your office be kept informed of actions of this type,
1

Nt __3 Incis:| K K, GILBERT
Qk Le ay Perae rg Colonel, USAF
“' AFCIN-HE

2. Cy, Ltr SAFIS,

ie 20 May 58

3,--€y;, T? Msg, ATIC

| eae 23 May 56
a ipsa, Cray 6€

I 144 (REV 10 SEP 57) ROUTING AND COORDINATION SHEET



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

Waste 4 oe HALA KDA,
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LA AL77h 20 May 1958 ieee
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Dear Mr. Arcier: ‘ pike

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Here is a letter from Congressman Henderson of the 15th District,

Ohio, concerning UFO's.

He asks many questions and we desire to have complete answers to

each one in response to his letter.

He also wants ten of the best sightings in the last five years

which have been classified as "unknowns". Please oblige to the best

of your ability.

Major Boland and I intend to hand-carry the reply to Mr. Henderson

and brief him on the entire project as Boland did Chairman Vinson and

we intend to show him the minutes of the Panel meetings leading to their

Formal Report.

I suspect the letter was inspired by a constitutent in Ohio but,

since the Congressman uses first person, we must handle as a personal

congressional inquiry.

I need this information in my office no later than 27 May on ere dea
Sorry for the time element but their suspense to me is the next day.

a to,

Sincerely,

f_~ Inelosure

a/'s

Mr. A. F. Arcier

Air Technical Intelligence Center Bielmted & /f, 7! E Pea

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base Me oeeo tee G AT

Ohio 2 Kn, a eee oy i

Sa UFO C a at
fe

(Cate. ef ( f é / ») ?
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JOHN E, HENDERSON COMMITTEE:

15th District Ohio Banking and Currency

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED s\fErs
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATTIS:

WASHINGTON, D.C,

May 8, 1958

Hon, Neil H, McElroy

Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense

Washington 25, D,C,

Dear Mr, Secretary:

I have read with considerable interest theyaook, "The Report

on Unidentified Flying Objects," by Edward J, Ruppet , telling of the
work of Project Blue Book,

In order to be brought up to date with regecr® to informa-

tion developed since Ruppelt left the project, I shiMeG appreciate

having the answer to several questions, Briefly, thwmee@ questions

are outlined below,

, Is Project Blue Book, or some similar proj:.. still in
operation to receive, investigate and evaluate UFO ngmcorts?

Have reports of UFO's still continued to cing in? ‘If 80,
how many since 1953?*% How are these distributed by je.:m- and month?

How many have been classified as "unknowns" by yearye:C® month?

¢. Have any efforts been made to get more sciutyHi. fic data on

UFO's than is provided by visual sightings by grouniger- air observers,

or by visual observance of radar equipment? 7 For extyy. JLe, have any

films been made or radar screens when a UFO is picki nap? Have any

efforts been made accurately to track and triangulah MUFO's so as to

give more accurate information on speed, size and al) *ude??, Have any

tests been conducted to ascertain whether there is ty connection be-

tween background radiation and the presence of a UF\),. Have spectro-

meters been used to try to analyse the light emittelyywr UFO's?” Have

films been taken of UFO's?/?7In addition to knowing ||, gumy of the above

or similar efforts have been made, I should apprecit, knowing if any

of the above or similar experiments have been planno

7. Could you furnish me reports on say ten Of {ge best sightings

in the last five years which have been classified as'atrmknowns"?

COPY
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Hon, Neil H, McElro =2- May 8, 1958ee ee a el ee ere ee

‘6 Has any regular procedure been established to exchange UFO

information with our allies? “Have any of our allies issued official

reports on UFO's?

Sincerely yours,

John E, Henderson

JEH:mh

CO spay
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| ACTION PRIORITY BooK MULTI | GINGLE

INFO

FROM:

COMDR, ATIC

| TOr 7 ‘
SECY OF AIR FORCE, OIS ALO

ATTN: SAFIS-3, Major Tacker(.7€*' “9
‘ LF

UNCLASSIFIED/AFCIN-4E} oe We 4, es a

A, Ref Ltr to Secy of Defense from Congressman Henderson, and

your urgent request just rec'd by ATIC for extensive info,

statistics, UFO cases and answers to questions requested by

Mr, Henderson, and required for personal briefing to be given him,

Tues, 27 May 58,

B, Confirming our telecony. Impossible to provide large mass of

info required by Monday, 26 May. Based on similarly imposed

requirements in the past, Per our agreement, will transmit info

and data desired by TT Msg here, and send summary and 1947-1958

statistics to pour office by Monday tesa

C, Before answering questions or providing info, in order which

they appear in ltr to Mr, McElroy, a few facts concerning

Ruppelt and his book should first be given, inasmuch as it

appears to be basis for congressional request to Dept of Defense,

—

o

~

ACCOUNTING ORIG. OR REFERS TO

SYMBOL

xX AF

C4) 4

CLASSIFICATION

OF REFERENCE

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

DATE

23 | T1600
EAR

ACO"4 UT. fn

oe: tie Offs 6 he

SYMBOL | SIGNATURE 7 ool

AFCIN-4Elg Y cl — Stick &-
w | TYPED NAME AND TITLE Gequired) es “ta R TYPED Sf stamped) NAME AND TITLE

® | GEORGE T, GREGORY, CAPT USAF E POS fave1 ° ALE i OAC &

E|ruone 69216 [eet eee oe CY
R SECURITY Taclacesti 4 R

Dy eo 1./o REPLACES DD FORM 173, 1 OCT 49, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED 72 Va Le s

4 77
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FROM:

COMDR, ATIC

D, As with any free-lance author, Mr, Ruppelt's Theories,
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opinions, and conclusions are his own, and not necessarily

those of the Air Force, His book was reviewed and passed on

by HHgs USAF from a security viewpoint only. While most of

the statements in his book are factual, the inferences and

implications that he attempts to leave are definitely questionable

As project officer of UFO program, Ruppelt had good knowledge

and appreciation of various technical and scientific fields;

competent in monitoring investigations, studies; collecting

and correlating data for analyses, and conclusions, However,
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he was not an expert in highly specialized fields such as

astrophysics, meteorological optics, psychological influences,

etce., for which Air Force has relied on many scientists and

specialists, whose conclusions are considered more valid,

E, Answers and info in order questions submitted in

3

Mr, McElroy's letter: (1) Project Blue Book is a continuous
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Air Force project; is directly related to Air Force responsi-

bility of defense of Air Space over U.S.; and rigidly

prescribed by a standing directive, AFR 200-2, for the

detection, identification and analysis of things in the air

that may be a threat to U.S, (2) Yes, Reports still continue

to come in, (3) Since 1953 a total of 2764 reports have

been received, for an average of slightly over 550 per year,

SYMBOL NR OF | SECURITY CLASSIFICATION INITIALS

AFCIN-4ELg = ae alata) oe
DD, oe ] 73-1 YY U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: el

-

|
|

|

|



JCINT MESSAGEFORM- CL ‘INUATION SHEET

| COMDR, ATIC
(4) Distribution by year and month (Statistics to be hand-

| carried your office) (5) Unknows by year and month (to be

| handcarried) (6) Yes (7) Yes, Numerous times yand often involve

| very experienced radar operators, This is standing requirenent

for radar operators when object considered UFO and photo

equipment available, Examples: Some time ago Navy rushed

to ATIC Se Saree er 3000 ft of radar film of UFO observed

Fear Eastdiv itinition. Also, a B-36 radar operator with 11 yrs
experience photographed exceptionallysharp UFO's showing on hislys

screen while flying over the South Atlantic, cme wee
win | shugo, She

aut fF pe 4pomeiined the dames or the urotad!’ (by Soe. ac ing |
es

has been done through Theodolite, radar and other

instruments, Triangulation is a part of the standard

analysis technique, and is utilized where two or more observers

report the same object from separate locations, (9) Yes,

Results negative, For example, Geiger Counter sweeps of some

aircraft involved with alleged UFO's at high altitudes shows

a slightly higher radioactivity than normal, Reason:

Aircraft receive a greater dosage of cosmic rays at high altitudes,

Example: Mantell Case, (which apparently prompted this query),

(10) Yes, Specialized combination spectrographic - stereo-

camera instruments are located in approximately 60 strategicelly

located sites in the U.S, Results: negative, Only conventional

objects in those few spectrographic photos taken,

SYMBOL SECURITY CLASSIRICATI INITIALS
! etelagsifiod

kat 3 i

¥ U. S$. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955—-352236

/
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(11) Yes, Those not found to be hoaxes, photographic flaws,

mistaken identification, and optical illusions caused by

adverse weather, light exposure or other conditions, are at

best, only large and small indeterminate spots of light,

(120 In order to improve its investigative, detection

and analytical techniques and capabilities, the Air Force

is continuously testing and RAGE NaN Ee ae this field, For

example, the world-wide "Moonwatch" facilities are often

called upon for data to assist in identifying reported

4h
unidentified aerial objects, The services of all professions

astronomical observatories are at the Air Forces disposal, Quasi

‘lies the FBI, OSI, ONI and others where needed. (13)
Ten best "Unknows" of the last five (5) years (Re telecon|

between Maj, Tacker and Capt, Gregory 1330 hrs, Fri, 23 ek 28,

The conclusion was that this aes Gade

period,and that interview with Mr, Henderson could cover

subject.) (14) The Air Force is advised of foreign sightings

by various U.S, government agencies and personnel overseas,

Until recently very few foreign UFOs reported, Definitely

established increase is proportionate to number of Flying

Saucer and UFO books distributed overseas, (15) Only a

very small percentage of UFO reports officially issued by

foreign governments or our allies, The majority generally

qualify them with bpinion that @bjects are probably aircraft

APCIN-hBhg
INITIALS

DD FORM ] 73 ] ¥ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1935—352236

1 MAY 55 =
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FROM:

CONDR, ATIC

F, Recommend that the "Air Force Semi-Annual UFO Report"

recently submitted by this Center, be brought to both

Senator Saltonstall's and Congressman Henderson's attention,

particularly para B,6, which proves that concerted, wide-

scale campaign now under way to contact all members of

Congress to pressure Air Force re UFO's,

COORDINATION:

Dr. Miley - AFCIN-4E4 eatin. SFE hKe-

JIGoPY “14

Maj. Byrne - AFCIN-X1L

SYMBOL SECURITY CLASSIFICATION : a INITIALS

AFCIN-4Eke JACIassitiad

DD FORM ] 73 ] WU. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955—982236

1 MAY 55 = :vA


