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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

10 15 11 a Probably BellJul 58 Billings, Montana robably Balloon

3. OATE-TIME GROUP 4: TYPE OF OBSERVATION GO Possibly Balloon

ren oases © Ground-Reder =} Probably Alreraft
ont 11/02302Z_to_03100%0230 0 AicVisvd ; © Air-Intereept Rader | 7 Possibly Aircraft

O Wes Astronomical

QO Probably Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 6. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE A Other Le3 eh i Data ~ Evaluation
1 hr 10 mins three South

). BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING | 11. COMMENTS

Three objs, thinner & longer than a°

cigar, very bright golden w/fuzzy Probably interplay of sun's
outline, in a loose group. First obj slant rays on scattered clauds

was stationary when first sighted,

tilted fm horizontal. Two more moved
toward it. Second obj approached the fir

first, circled over it, leaving a

vapor-like trail & joined up w/ the

first. The third obj then joined the

two objs. The first obj returned to a
horiigfy So ositdon & all whree moved
rapid South & faded,
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AWD BRIGHY. THIS TRAIL STOPPED VERY ABRUPTLY.

niGh SPeey

Be DESCKIPII0i. OF COURS Or ObdeClSs

(1) tikes y. OBJECT WAS KOTICHED DUE TO T1S EXTRsate cRAGHIAASS AND
7

abnAwse. SciAihs Cc Feta eon ——.

BSTIMATLD 33° DEGREES TRUE.

(3) APPROXIMATELY 4. DEGREES TO 6° DEGREES A&OVE HORIZON,

eStlwATED 32: DEGREES TRUE.

(4) FIRST OBJECT WAS STAVIONARY WHEN FIRST SIGHTED, ObSERVERS

- MINUTES AND WHEN ThEY Cie OUTSIDEWeiINd days
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THIS Thiiky FAKST ObJeCT APPEAKED TO BE TILTZD PRO THE HORIZONIALS

ILA LEAVING ASRLUND UbdtGl APPROACHAD THE FIRSTQ CIRCLiD OVX
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C5) GRADUALLY iA
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(1) GROUWD-VISUAL
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(3) WA
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CUPAL LUN UNKNOWN,

®

Ge WEATHER AND WINDS ALOFT CONDITIONS AT TIMe AND PLACE OF SIGHTINGS
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realize how frequently mirages occur. Many persons do not know
what« mirage is or what can cause it. First, let me say that a

mirage is something real, not a hallucination like a pink elephant.

Nor is it an optical illusion. Light may depart appreciably from its: .

nearly straight-line path when exceptional temperature conditions ~

occur in the lower atmosa as, for example, when an eT *m ah
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Fig. 2. A lenticular cloud, often mistaken for a flying 
saucer. eyt" :

\

hot or extremely cold layer of air lies close to the earth's surface.

The air acts as a sort of lens to bring a distant light source into focus.

The lens is imperfect, so that the world seen through it is distorted

and unfamiliar; it is a little like looking through someone else’s

spectacles. No wonder one sees weird things — even flying saucers.

This brief description of a mirage will have to serve until we again yx
consider the question in more detail, in a later chapter. Hae lt
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