PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

1. DATE
O Was Balloon
24 Jul 58 Las Cruces, New Mexico g gnbezv go“oon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERYVATION T T
827 Mount Time O Was Aircraft
Local R Ground-Visual o o Q Probably Aircrafs
GMT 25/03277Z O AieVisual O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircroft
S. PHOTOS - SOURCE 3 Was Astronomical o teor
O Yes O Probably Asfronomical |
X0k No Civilian (Astronomer) O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE R IR O
O Insufficient Date for Evaluation
| 0 Unknown
N se NN E
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING ‘ 1. COMMENTS
Extremely bright obj -5 or -6 mag (w/ Confirmed meteor sighting,

jddgr tail) obsvd by leading astronomer
cover arc fm 320dgr azimuth 35dgr alt
to 100dgr azimuth 20dgr alt., Travel
thus S5dgr per second, almost too slow

for meteor,
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Report of Unidentified Objects
Sighted in Neichtorhood of Bsrmuda on July 15, 1958,
(per U.S8.A.F, Headquarters Wire of July 15)

These objosts were quite possibly fireballs or meteors
(but which, would depend on size and brightness which are not
iy donﬂb‘d). -~ J€ they vere large objeots, they could be fireballs
. andy while 1t would be remarkable that so many fireballs ocould de
ok lun 4n such a short spase of time (ten in half an hour), it 1o
| not sutsicds ths bounda of possibil 1ty.

. Their varied and sometimes Oppouto directions would, of
~ eourse, rule out any chanoe of them being comected with my
9 single nomal Aartificial satellite,

It may be interenting to note thaty we have three other

| ;roonl reliable roports of umwhnt aiuihr unidcntifiod objooto;
vl 8 ronown .
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July 25 'Og 27 U.‘l'.'.
, Portiand, Oregon August 1 08 26
3 Ohnpol Hill, F.Ce August 4 0} 15

~ Oolor was ot mentiocned in the Lai Sruces ocese,

. objeet changed from white to red and was almost onee-fourth of  the
‘' moon in esise,

diqzlst-or and had a largse orange tail, Ail werse travelling in a
- WOre OFr -ess casterly directicn. .
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" Alse of interest, for whatever tha oomoidonoo may de worth.
48 the faot that the two time interfvals between the lasb

- Bermuda westetoeeast sighting, and the Las Cruces and Portlend ,
oburvatima, have 8 cowron denominator, of comuon basie periocd,

of cbout 345 wirutan, 7ee Chapel H1ll siphting cen also b

4ncluded in thio time grouping if we use cnae-third of this period,

_ naroly, 115 sinutos, a8 the common basic period for all throe
-0 Sntervals. (N.B. "$he Portland sighting time i3 only very
%4 approxixats). i . ' ' g
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The Portlend
The Chapel dill objeot was one-téenth of tho moon's
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY

SECTION OF UPPER ATMOSPHERE STUDIES
IGY OPTICAL SATELLITE TRACKING PROGRAM

60 GARDEN STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38. MASSACHUSETTS

July 29, 195¢
(dictated on
July 2€,195%)

Captain George T. Gregory
A1y Technical Intelligence Center
wright-Patterson Alr Force Base

P, O, Box 9703
Dayton, Ohilo

Dear Captain:

T am on the eve of my departure for Moscow, and I am taklng
the liberty of enclosing an itinerary so that you will know where
I am and, 1f necessary, can get in touch with me at thzse places,

T honestly don't ltnow which of the alternatives to give
greater welght to. ‘lhile the artificial meteor hynothesls 1s ccr-
tainly a possibility, I do not favor 1% myself very much, I thinl
really it was a slow meteor, especially since 1t was observed in

the early evenling,

Apropos of that, Dr.wcalled me just yesterday to
report an extremely bright object. The data on this is as fol-

lows: 3:27 UT*(Zebra) July 25, 1058; 8:27 Mountaln Time. An ex-
tremely bright object about minus 5 or minus 6 (that is much
brighter than any of the planets) with a four degree long tall and
emitting sparks as 1t went along, was first si~Hed at Azimuth 320
degrees and altituds 35 and traversed 100 or so degrees in a greal
circle to about 100 degrees Az4math and 20 degreec altltude, v
covered the 100 degrees in about 20 seconds, thus giving 5 degrecs
per second, Dr. ? a reputable astronomerjKsays that in
his opinion it was nov a meteor, but again it 1is a borderline case,
It is tgo fagft for 2 satellite unless the object were a foreign
object on its way down. For instance if the object were 20 milles
high, it was travelling at 2.7 miles per second, Several peoples
saw it so there's no question of conlirmation,
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T111 admit that calling everythlng a bright meteor 1s a very
handy thing to do but, until we have definite evidence that it 1s

something else, I would still rather favor that explanation, How-
ever, we should keep a 1list (and we are dolng SO here) of all these

very bright, slow-moving objects, because intelligence data at a
later date may reveal that some strange things were up there, It
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