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Novembar 22, 1958 g/ C

Connending Officer,
Wright Air Force DBase,

- -l-b-

Onio, UsSe.A.

Dear Sir;

I an writing to report an obgervation of an
unidentified "flying" object in the event it may have
some significance. I fesel there is most likely some logical
ezxplanation for the particular phenomens which I observed
out its explanation is beyond (l1e.

At some time between 31:15 and 11:20 PM, Ras Tanura
time on the evening of November 20, 1958 I was with a group
of people on a house l1awn located directly on the beach of
the Persian Gulf. One of the nembers of the party said look
at the falling star. However what we saw was much brighter
than any falling star and was travelling absolutely horizontal
with the horizon in a general north-south direction. Nov
knowing what it was OX its distance away I couldn't® begin
to estimate its speed but 1L would estimate it was less than
one minute before it finally disappeared in the south, As 1t
receded the light or glow turned greenish in color and finally
vanished. When it was directly across Irom us it appeared as
an extremely bright ball of light with a short tail. o sound
was heard so it couldn't have been anything close by.

All present agreed on what had been seen bvut no one
came forth with any good suggestion as To what we had just seen.

For reference purposes L am a genior construction
engineer with the Arabian American O0il Co. Those Wil me who
sbserved this phenomena were my wife, Dr. and Mr
( tht _ | e n Ros Tanura), Hr. =
| S in Kes Tanura), and Mr. and lrs.
AU i the local an.ineering offices).
"more were otners present but those 1isted are the particular
snes who were in the front of the house at the time this was
firs

This information is beling passed on for what 1t nay
be worth. If your people have any conmonplace explanation
for it I would be most appreciative to xknow what it 1s.

Very truly yours,

L rabian ~American Uil Co.
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1. The information received in MreekdNgeiter is very limited. However,
it is the opinion of the ATIC that the phencmena viewed by this genbleman and his

ccmpanions was a fireball. A fireball is a meteor of uncommen brighiness, by
definition brighter than -3 magnitude.

o, TFirsballs often leava a short trail, are sporadic in their origin and often
change color in flight. Study of these mebteors also points out the infraquency of
their occurenc2. Experienced astroncmers rarely see more than one in a lifebime,

3. Bescause these items are usually an initial experience they have a startling
effect on ths obsarverse

5T A A

1 Incl: H. K. GILBERT
Ltr atd 22 Nov 58, Colonel, USAF
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mais 48 to acknowledge and thank you Tor your letier ol
27 llovenbcar 1953 concerning an 'um dentifiaed flying oObjzct you
saw on 20 Noverber on the heach of the Persian Gull,

The information received in your letter was limited but
i+t is the opinion of tha Alr Technical Intelligence Center that
the phencmena viewed Dy your groud wWas a Pireball. A firepdall
o bolide 1s a metscr of uncommon brightrness, by definition

brighter thon ninus three maznitude.

Mreballs often leave a short trall, are sporadic in ©

rigin and often change color in flight. A study of the ne

point3 out the infrequency of thelr occursnce. Txneriencad
astronomers rarely see more than one in Thalr lifotine,
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Thank you for your interest in this maltuer.
Hinceraly,

LAWRENCE J. TACCR
VMajor, WSAF
eacntiva Oflicer

Public Imformaticn Division
Offfice of Information Jervices
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