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HEADQUARTERS

EUROPEAN NORTHERN DISPOSITION TASK FORCE
UNITEO STATES AIR FORCE

APO 124, New York, N.Y.

~

ENAG 4 December 1958

SUBJECT: Sighting of Unknown Object

we: Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence

Headquarters, USAF

Washington 25, D.C...

In accordance with Para 14 b (2) AFR 200-2 dated 5 Febru-

ary, the following letter is transmitted.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

. os , aha a“ am if
py of aedyo s,

nc << iLLIAM Re “TUMBER.EY?
Ltr fm 53rd Wea Captain, USAF

A

Recon Sq, APO 124, Chief, Administrative Services
Ne ¥; 5S: Dee: '58
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53D WEATHER RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON

United States Air Force

APO 124, New York, New York

~
~
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2 December 1958

SUBJECT: Sighting of Unknown Object

TOs Whom It May Concern

1, Statement of Capt | gg :0::co:ning the
ighting of what is believed to be an earth satellite, 24 November 195Ss

in accordance with AFR 200-2,

be Grade?

c

d. Ages 33 years

e. Occupation: Senior pilot, 3100 hours in varied aircraft.

Has flown extensively over world air routes and over major oceans as

aircraft commander in MATS, Presently assigned as aircraft commander

in weather reconnaissance flights based at 53d WRS, Burtonwood RAF

Station, England. Has observed Sputnik I in early stage of existance

over England.

f£. Education: Over three years college credits.

ge Description of objects

L
d Shape of a star of medium intensity.
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Size of a medium star, or the head of a pin.

3 Color of a star.

4 One in nunber.

5 No formation.

6 It was observed to gain in brightness for approximatel

15 seconds, then fade for approximately 15 seconds.

7 No tail, trail or exhaust.

9 No other unusual features.
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h. Description and course of object.

1 Co-pilot saw what he thought at first to be a falling

meteorite, then realized the object was in view longer than the normal.

burn out time. He called this to the attention of the aircraft

commander, the navigator and the weather observer (who also observed

a provious earth satellite).

2 Angle of elevation was observed by the navigator to

be 20° at an azimuth of 280° TROM North tracking to 120° when it first

appeared,

3 Angle of elevation was 20° at an azimuth of 120° when
it disappeared,

4 The object rose from our right quartering rear and

made an are across our flight path with a maximum elevation of 35°.

5 It disappeared to the left of our nose.

6 The aircraft commander checked his watch at 1725Z when

he first sighted the object and 17292 when it completely disappeared.

i. Manner of observation.

} Air to air sight.

2 No optical aids.

3 Aircraft in which observers were flying was WB-50

AF~490288, 30,000', TH 160°, 270 kts, from Burtonwood RAF Station England.

j- Time and date of sighting.

1 17252, 24 November 1958.

2 Night,

3 Location of observers, 679 1O'!N latitude, 12° 15'W

longitude. This is approximately 90 miles northeast of Iceland,

ke. Weather and winds aloft condition at time and place of

Sighting.

I
e Scattered deck of strata cumulus at 5,000', clear overhead,
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Wind direction 2709, velocity 40 knots at 30,000'.

Sky clear.

Visibility 100 miles,

No cloud cover.
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& No thunderstorm achivity.
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