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ASTRONOMY

Scienct Nuws Lerver for October 25, [958

Mars Near and Bright

The red planet Mars will come closest to the earth

in November than it will be in many years.

makes it easy to locate.

By JAMES STOKLEY

> THE PLANET Muars 1s now most con-
sprcuous in the southeastern evening sky.
Ir <hines with a brilliant reddish color as it
avproaches closer to earth than 1t will agam
until 1971, It 1s in the constellation of
Taurus, the bull, close to a group of bright
stars that shine prominently in the winter
cvenings.

These are shown on the accompanying
maps, which depict the sKies as they appear
.llmut ten o'clock in the evening (by vour
ovwn Kind of standard time) on Nov. 1, an
hour earlier on the 15th and two hours
earlier at the end of the month,

The brightness of Mars makes it easy
to locate. A little lower and to the left,
also in Taurus, 1s the bright star Aldebaran.
Farther to the left, in the neighboring con-
stellation of Auriga, the chuarioteer (and
shown on the map of the northern sky),
i Capclla.

Below Taurus you may see Orion, the
warrior.  Just barely ubove the ecastern
hortzon, 1t 1s not as brilltant as it will be
on midwinter evenings. However, yvou can
sce the three stars that form his belt, now
11 a vertical row, with Betelgeuse to the
lefr and Rigel to llh. right. Farther to the
tefr is the constellation nf Gennni, the twins,
but Polluyx, the brightest star, does not rise
by the times for which the maps are drawn.

Even though we arz well mto autumn,
the “summer triangle” 15 still with us in the
west, It consists of Deneb, Vega and Aleair.
Deneb 1s at the tap of the northern cross,
now vertical, and part of Cygous, the swan.
A fainter star, Albireo, marks the foot of
the cross. \'c_{.':a 15 1N L‘j-'r;l, the '}TC, wliich
stands to the right of Albireo; while Altir
s 1n Aquila, the eagle, off to the left.

Except for Albireo, all the stars men-
toned are of the hrst magnitude, which
means that they are among the brightest in
the sky. Low 1n the south vou will see an-
other of this magnitude: Fomalhaut, 1n

Piscts  Ausirinus, the southern hsh, which
1s now about as high as we ever see it in

these Lititudes. Due to its low alttude,
Fomalthaut's  brithance s considerably
dirnmied by absorption of its light in the
atmospiicre; thus 1t 1s not as bright
ds ﬁl"‘-[!ll:l}.{llilllt't' Star 18 Cx[u'ctcil to be,

[High 1n the south 1s another group thai
i~ charactenistic of the autunmn evenimg skies,
This 1s the “great square,” most of which
is 10 Pegasus, the winged horse. Alpheratz,
e star in the upper left corner, 1s in the
nest-Jdoor constelhation Of Andromeda,
NMorkob, diagonally opposite, s in the horse’s
Jwoulders the row of stars extending down
SRR R B A (A ard the WO, furms Iiis IlL".n_L

‘:::.!]i‘;_: ti) Iih‘ \‘..l} llit.' ;__':I'nllp WS [lif..'.
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sunset.

Its brightness

tured on the old star maps. For some reason,
the constellation s upside down!

The tamiliar “big dipper,” part of Ursa
Major, the great bear, is near the northern
horizon, at its poorest position of the year.
Above 1t 1s the
Minor, the littdle bear, and 1w which s
Polaris, the pole star. Still higher is Cassi-
opeta, the queen, of which the five most
prominent stars torm a letter M. Her hus-
band, Cepheus, the king, is represented by
the constellation below and to the left

To the right of Cassiopein you will hind
Perseus, the champion. In it is Algol, a
fatmous variable star. Every two days, Zﬂ
hours and 49 minutes, 1t 1s dimmed to
about a thicd of its normal brightncess, as a
much durker companion star passes in front
of the brighter orb and partially eclipses it.

Early on November ecvenings another
planet 1s visible, low in the southwest. This
is Saturn, in the constellation of Scorpius,
the scorpion. It sets about two hours after
About Nov, 20 Mercury will also be
in the southwestern sky just after sunset,
tut so low that it will barcly be possible to
see 1t Venus and Jupiter both pass behind
the sun during the month, and consequently
will not be visible.

On Nov. § Muars will be closest to the
carth, at a distance of 45,310,000 miles.

“little dipper,” part of Ursa,

T'his will be about ten mitthon miles farthe

away than it came on Sept. 11, 1956, bui

1|l;il Widas oOlie nl' l]l{,‘ ;"ui{_‘\l Iil!‘l!'{Lll_'[lL""- ll‘.’
the ce ntuary. Mars JOCS around the sun
once 1in 687 days, while the earth takes only
365 days tor a similar trip. Thus at
teryals /80 days, ncarly two years and
two months, we catch up to Mars. Botly
Mars and carth are then i the same direc-
ton from the sun. In other words, as we
see 1t from our planct, Mars and the sun
are in opposite cirections in the sky, and we
sav that the planet 1s 1 opposition, which
it reaches on Nov. 16,

Mars in Opposition

At such times Mars 1s much nearer than
for many months before or after, when it
may be even farther than the sun. If both
the orbits of Mars and the earth were pre-
cisely circular, they would be the same dis-
tance apart at every opposition.  Actually,
the orbits are clliptuical, and that of Mars
is pulled out into a considerably longer
clhipse than the carth’s.

The place where the two orbits are near-
est 1s at the pmi[inll the earth Ut.‘n‘llpit:s on
Aug. 28. It the opposition occurs on that
dite, Mars 1s at its closest possible distance,
about 34,600,000 miles. On the other hand,
it an opposttton  occurs in - carly March,
Mars 15 sull some 60,000,000 nales away,

Thus we had a very close approach of
Mars two years ago. Sceventeen vears be-

fore that, on July 23, 1939, it was also
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quite favorable, at a distance of 36,171,000

miles. [ts present approach 15 not as good
as that, but it is stll better than average
and at many observiatorics astronomers are
taking advantage of it

[...'nl'nl‘tllll;.ltt.‘l}', the 1950 I.Il‘t\'..'l"\.lli(lliﬁ Wwere
hampered considerably by bad weather on

Mars.

For several
period in August and September, much of

weeks, at

the

critvcal

the planet was obscured by vellowish
cloud formation. Flowever, intensive work

at o number of observatories inmany parts

of the world vielded important results, and
many of these ave being checked turther

this fall.

Life on Mars

One of the most interesting was the work
of Dr. William M. Sinton of Lowell Ob.
servatory, Flagstaff, Ariz., who found new
evidence for some sort of life. (See p. 265.)

The molecules of which living organisms

are made contain carbon and hydrogen, m

a combination
lengths to be absorbed in the infraved rays
which they reflect.
Dr. Sinton measured the intensity of various

that

Using a

causes  certain

wave

spectroscope,

nfrared waves reflected from Mars, and

found a reduction at approximately the
same wavelength, Only organic molecules
are known to cause this absorption. This
seemns to be good evidence of some kind of
life, perhaps primitive plants, similar to

lichens on earth.

Since the effect was a very slight one,
Dr. Sinton has been anxious to try again,
with better equipment. Now he is making
new observations, with improved apparatus,
attached to the largest telescope in the
world, the 200.inch Hale telescope at the
Palomar Observatory in California, If his

results are verified it will be a most H1l-
portant step in research.
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Page 5 .
1

PR i

'|

1
27. In the foliowing sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an “A” an the curved line to show how high tha object
was abova the herizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a “B” on tha same curved line to show how high the object was

abova the horizon (skyline) when you lost saw it. Place an A’ on the compass when you first saw it. Place a "B on the com-
pass when you last saw the object.

| 30. Hﬂ?ﬁ YOou over %

|
TS i’ﬁ H
"f----flj v
% y 73 B e s
20 0 ;
75 |
é0° | | 31, Way anyone «
8 3.1 IF you answ
45°
31.2 Please hstthe
|
i
—,
300 /7\/!
7/
’f
"‘_ -~ ._‘r‘ . 32 P' ' .}_‘ ff"
= N -ﬁ,:’; > - i N1 U,yu 1otk .
T 20
- By . ~ £ YR l
: ':?-"t-?ﬁ;r,_;f‘-l 0°
' NA:“E I o 914
: !
28. Draw a pictura that will show the moticn that the object or objects made. Place an A" at the beginning of the path, a 8" at i
the end of the path, and show any chang=s in direction during the course. } ADDRESS
§ o i L =
l!‘ 4 - 7
/ ‘--'-tL.i""‘( AL L’/ g R {38 TELEPHONE MiJMBE
‘/1' a ."-." ' ‘J ¢ ¢ ,JJ-—"""'F-J’( : A
/ ¢ ] -\ - o '.’ r;’ ' » - { P o
- F A TP 4 bR |
'l' J - — - S 1 « 1°¢® S | - L | 5
N ne ) T ey j— -;',' PR B L S Y e ) ‘.."‘.'.‘.‘ £ .‘; :t' l. Indicate any addin
f i '*-?l--".-"l-"\- ’ £ e { 4 » - T 1 e ] ;’.. e -t - 1 J
/) . ! (1 AL G INIACU R inadey lhrmass
“ . . ' i l
| , ] |
29. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how many were thera? £ TR ‘
Draw o picture of how they were arranged, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were traveling. l |
|
B
i
i
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- Official U.S. Air Force UFQ formr

Page 3
14. Did the object disappear while you were watching it? If so, how? | 20. Do yau think you car
(Circle One
A /,-*-.] : S 3 | j I Yy ou answered TED,
2 A/ 7 ¢ A ety ,’ r g /4 | /4 il
/./"./-'(’ y \ T o R gl D rAiil o ;
7/ /e \ \ : 21. Do you think you can
15. {Did the object move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?
(Cirele One)
(Cirzla One): Yes No Don't know. IF you answerad YES, then tell what :
. \’ - IF you answered YES,
TV e MU L (I S U SIS i Y s A O B e AN (RN e Ll
—_——— —— —_———- - - - — . 22. Whera were you locat
(Cirele One .
16. Did the object move in front of something at any time, particularly a cloud? _ ¥
a. Insidea humiﬂg
(Circla One): " Yes No Don't know. IF you answered YES, then tell what | b. Inacar
ol L8
: " ¢. Qutdoors
in front of: _/\(3 SR Yo Ih ke - KA IRERNT 17 & St
~ d. Inan airplans (typ!
e e ot e oo o et —_— el e e 2, Alsea
- ' RO ORISR, - o - L
17. Tell in o few words the foliowing things obout the objact: ~
o~
a. Sound____ __/_"/',Z/‘j ,.-*:5-’ B2 a0 53 i o £x k 24, IF you were MOVING
24,1 What diraction w
b, Cofor - is

a. North
b. Northago!t

18. Wa wish t2 know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm’s length in line with a known object and note how much of the
object is covered by the head of the match. If you had performed this experiment ot the time of the sighting, how much of

« . - ’ - —

the cbject wouid have been covered I-:ay the match head? (ot 0.8 ne 74 by /L3 i ) 24.3 Did you stop at a
| (Circle One)

?4.2 HQW fﬂﬁf Wwiele ‘,";j

25. Did you observe the obj

o. Eyeglasses

b. Sun glasses

19. Draw o pictura that will show the shape of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details of the object Windshield
¢. Windshi

that you saw such as wings, protrusions, etz., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails. Place an arrow beside the drawing

. Ve . . - . , Wi
to show the airection the object was moving. A gy d. Window glass
..l"' l‘ - Y Jf r }P". /,l_' < - l;' 1,7-
oY 4 S - o F AN ; 1 . f ' F ’ “‘g
/ J .',".} ﬂ/*"j Ao ' *""-..:f e 1 g "4-:'\/
& { PR 1. y ey '
.f/ P } \ ,)J | - -I-L- 7 / FLE 2&. In order that you can g
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22. Whera were you located when you saw the objact?

— i —

1=

i "-.'—:-' 11;' = Saw

-Q form continued

PQ(J‘.‘ -'1

V. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

_——— e
.r"'f Y
#

Yes { No )

(Cire'2 One)
""l-ﬁf-:-

IF you answerad YES, then what speed would you estimate?_

— ~— -

Do you think yau can aestimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) Yes No

\“-“'-'l'-“—-

IF you answared YES, then how far away would you say it was?

23. Were you (Circle One)

(Circle One): :
o. In the business section of a city?

Inside a building “b. In the residential section of a city?

"-Hn-f‘-"'

b. Inacar ¢. Inopan countryside?

. dufdoors d. Near an airfi=ld?
| -T’-n an airpiane (type) e. Flying over a city?

e. Ats=a f.- Flying over open country?

f. Other ____ s = 52 g. Other . $007 a g 2 bl (LA I3

24, IF you warz MOVING IN AN AUTOMOSBILE or othear vehicle at the time, then complete the follawing questions:

24,1 Whatdirection were you moving? (Circle One)

“a. Noarth ¢. East
d. Southaast

e. South g. Wast

b. Northaos!

f. Southwest h. Northwest

24.2 How fast ware you moving? iy miles per hour.

24.3 Did you stop at any tima while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes No

25. Did you obsarva the object through any of tha following?

a. Eyaglecsses Yas No e. Binoculars ’D No
b. Sun glasses Yes No f. Telescope Yos No
c. Windsnieid Yes No g. Theodolite Yes No
d. Window = =ss yosi A No het Others e o0 5 } Vel

In order that v ou =20 give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words a common objact or ob-

jects which, when placed up in the sky, would gwethe same c:ppeurance as the ohject which you saw.
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U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much
information as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you hava observed.
lease try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will
be used for research purposes. Your name will not be used in connection with any statements,
conclusions, or publications without your permission. We request this personal information so
that if it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for further details.

t-—l _’-& ) FYad v
R s L A TR T * 2 VNGRS PR o PR RT RS - A Tl 3
1. When did you see the object? ; 2. Time of day: _ ./ P // 2
Hours . Minules
V b e "0
\ 4 A 7/ PP
et o, /M—/ o ¥ "5___:‘2 , (Circle One): A.M. or { P
Day Month Year s’
Time Zone:
[Circle One).! a,/Castern (Circle Cnej: a. Daylighr Saving
B, Central (B2)Standard
¢c. Mountain | (%0
d. Pacific
e. Other. x

Jbicct? .

=y .

?) 1Y+ ?

—_—— — l-—l-——-dr-—h_-_-

State or County

Nearast Postal Address ity or Town

}

J
Nopti i} N /! ¥}
5. How long was cbject in sight? (Total Duration) ATy S Y ISt pivs ’
Hours Minutes Seconds
a. Certain ¢ Not very sure
b. Fairly certain , \d Uuqr a gues
/) | - -l nr . AR S
. . e ’ skl l\. r. ' M i ".j' " ' - ,-,J’.' LWy gl ¥
5.1 How waos tima in sigat determined? __2 v A5a o _"-4* =..-,,_.- o ,2 Lo ! ¥ 3w
o 18, |
18 i . \/ .-,'-‘--,.\. ¥ ' =
5.2 Was object 'n :'ahr continuously? ves A No . ; !
4

6. What was the condition of the sky?

DAY e NIGHT
a. Bright \ a. 'Bright
b. Cloudy b.” Cloudy

7. IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you looked at the object?

(Circle One): a. In front of you d. To yourleft

b. Inback of you e. Overhead

c. To your right f. Don'tremember
FORM

FTID ocré? 164 Thisform supersedes FTD 164, jul 61, which is chsolete

3. IF you sow the object a!
8.1 STARS (Circle Ona,

a. None
b, Afew

ety |

‘¢. Many
d. Don'‘tremen!

?. What were the weathes

CLOUDS (Circle One:
..r-.\ !

u:/C.-ear sky

b. Hozy

¢. Scatrared clouds

d. Thick or heavy clouds

e el e e e et s e, . = = = =

10. The object appeared: (Cis

Soiid
b. Transparent
c. Vapor

L)

" k;‘
e o

I1. It it appeared as a light,

Brighter
b, Dimmer

11.1 Compare brightness

b! :! él J ’ ."*
- - ———— i —

12. The adqges of the object we

(Circle One): a. Fuzzy

l b, Liftr-:'
g fh
d. Don'

13. Did the ochject:

::::A ppaar to stand still
b Sy \..‘-i'lﬂ/ pﬂf;- I UD Cr
c. Break upinto parts or
d. C}H’"‘Qu smoko?

e. Chang= b:’ir*.'?:r-.nig,?
f. Changa shapa?

g. Flash or flicker?

h. Disappearand reapp:
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8. IF you saw tha object alt NIGHT, what did you notice cancerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle One): | 8.2 MOON (Circle One): .
, l.-"
. a. None a. Bright moonlight s
b. Afew b. Dull moonlight hA
3 ?'é: \any - ¢. No moonlight—pitch dark - | E.
. Don’t remember @on'f remember O . * E Naaliag AR2rsr h i g %
Vi e ?&u . ” y .
9. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?
e ) CLOYDS (Circle Ona): ___WEATHER (Circle One): V.
v el " =
k) {a. )Clear sky (a, bry d
’ . Hozy 'E{Fog, mist, or light rain y
el # ¢. Scattered clouds c. Moderate or heavy rain 3
N 88 d. Thick or h2avy clouds ' d. Snow
e | e. Don't remember Z
_' 3
10. Th2 objact appecrad: (Circle One): ol
. X -E‘;r
a. Solid R d. Asa light 'f
b. Transparent e. Don'tremember '
¢. Vapor A : | . . .
:.:—:}J * ";1.1 -""‘ ‘ "’) . “T:i-" A"') *D :4' : > T; F 2 & i by ,-'_L‘_,I AW, ) -: HB ;
\ ¥ 3
e e 11. If it appeared as a light, was it brighter than the brightest stars? (Circle One): _ , 3
| a. Brighter c. About the same | : I;
b. Dimmer d. Don'tknow g
11.1 Compare brightness to soma common objact:
RN ‘ AR : - - 77 J\
W /YA { R AT ,Aj.f,() _}-’-'/L/-. | . ¥
Vs A e,
12, The adges of the object were: £ i
( : :
" _ (Circlea Orne): a. Fuzzy or blurrad : e. Other _______ o ¥
] b. Lik2 a bright star -t Sl 3 B ' ‘t.-.
o, : /::}:harply outlined Sordiey U ay L"-
g . Don't remember I i f’;ij
b m——— e —————— . '{-.
13. Did the abject: (Circle Cne For each question) ¥ 1
_';;}?Appea-r to stand still at any time? ,:Y__rzg_,} No Don’t know J
i b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? Yos NcD Don’t know .=
¢. Breck up into parts or explode? Yes fu,;) DELEkran ;
d. Give off smoke? Yes ﬂé} Don't know
| e. Change brightness? L (Y No Don't know Pj
t. Change shapa? Yes (___[19‘1 Don’t know 5k
g. Flash ar flicker? Yes '\J_'__\Lg,) Don’t know i
h. Disoppear and reappear? {:f:;‘. ! E.? ~_ Don’t know ~ s gt
st : ..-'-'i' s s -J."' - a ...f-tfz:..p E:".‘.
y ! : ' b=

- e - — =



= I —

j A/ }Voo

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE o
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AR FORCE

THE INOPECTOR GENERAL, USAF
81 DISTRICT QFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESYIGATIONS
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO
REFLY TO

atvder: HD 20 | o)),

SLAMET:

! FrD (TD-X2e)

. ' 3 . N B ode - < 1 'S T
1. Reference is made to the attached letter dated 16 July 196l.

-3

<

2. A search of the files of this office met with negetive results
concering the 1n;orm“+10n inclosed and the Tollowving individuals
named ‘therein:

‘,—u

S Inasmuich as we hav2 no previous information concerning this letter
or any previous correspondence, it is forwarded for your information
and _any action you mey deecm necessaxry.

ﬁPlL“ 65/ L Atech
Uo AR a/s

Coru.u..... --lhr

. i Aad i, PRy e i A L iuin " " i L 4 _ » it s da
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0.5.d.

Lockborns Alr Bsse
Colunbug,

Onio

[Toveabar 14, 19'39“1:00‘-" soms plcturss of en U.F.0.

Ay that tima, a2 mambar o1 your organization lnvestagated hLhe pictures,

Wea wara Hold to not pul thm- nictures on display or &ry to sall them,

Yo havs done juat what we wers q.uk-*- l. My son, <R Jjoiisd an
U.®.0. CLud here in Newari, Ohio, ithout nmy knowl: -1,-..."315;11&

ol hr writ an by Mre Dlrza.::tor of U.F.0. in Newaxk. 1T do
0o sw ths full contents of the letter and I also kxnow tnhe letter 1a
of no L.w-nl gtandiaz o3 1t was 31::*1-*:1 by a minor, written by minar,
and it is not notarizad. It was sevaral moaths ago and =3 1n0%
ransnber the conteatsa. I do know %that at no tlme wa

—

T

-J-\
i 8
e

2
3
.

our plctures to use in any way. We have some 'oit"tures and I know the
Newzrk High School has a copy plus they are ‘cc#ninﬂ' ths peazetives in thailr

safa. I am no% sura waers
dut in an off hand way, he

Wt voasasslon of the pictures,
told ms he =o% them from the Nawark Advocatz.

\

Pirst I had best axplaln aboul s et
yaars of age. Ha (224 his Mod zr} sssm to have ona "Llrz in life. To bring
the ‘:rut‘n to the pulbic of everything and anything th ig saen in the aky.
Mhav feal that tha CGovsrnmeant must hide nothing ond ..n...}.l all. Seaing how

the Gluo w23 being handlad and wnai a f{a n&ticwwaa on tha subj2cy ‘.
 of

2ulznad several weexs ago. 1 talle W‘Jr and :--v-s.‘ an
they refuses {0 tﬂ*:” nane off of the members. O5in it tha

U.%.0. 0lub, without our knowledge, Hr. Ok piC‘l‘;tn‘ss

on disolay in” Shop. My husband and son jm’* ngny=a to ae

them oa display I immadlataly contacted the owaer of t‘a"«

end he removed them from his window when I explain=d to him that ”
-had no rizh%t to thosa pictures, but since IR ool

plctures into his stors, he returnsd them t* I havs tried to zat

tha pic:..ure:a from nd also his Mothsr, with no success. 1 have
tallzed with aditor of tha nd ha tells

ma -=ai all in;orﬂa+1on t‘la~ha.s received from in thelr
£ils: w23 obtained by”thrzm that it was all eared by ths

j= Tares. This I doubt am 1 know 2% the end of this last gchool term h's
was rroaleaating about U.F.C.'s on the radlo aad he got 2 little out of hand
and ths Alr Force cama tn Newark and looked ¥hrough hia papsra. 1 have
tried talkine to the boy, dub he feels Thab he has Yat last hit on somsthinz
bigz." I do not know whai Wjerictures were and posslbly thay ara of no
importanca and an do no narm with them, dut 1% would be tha |
thinz if 1t w2s something tha’ should be kept sscret for our 0w Pro

'7’3--'-‘3'3‘13 2 member of N.I.C.A.P. he fa=2ls that they will back him
2. - -

I'(-.,

in every way. L tried to explain that our Goveroaead i-.'_: bilzeger than NICAP
but the boy is sold all the way that he must bring the truth to the p20pls.

It is = »
club. I would rathsr my son would b2 T
n.“r: f.wovm:i wl?h a gan, £ 1 of

')Tf‘J \,1

¥y




I am naking no excusey fo?as he recaived H for signing the
'* latter and balonging to 2 Club th ad a director 1i:ofNR. The other

boys have not seen throush him yai and he has some of them thlnking that
thres ram in black from the Alr Forcs ars watching them.

“ has called into my house so oftan that
-
LelLs

I was aboub
forzat 1 was a Mother and a loady. I thinkt I have the A
H

ons calls

Mr Jh- M'w informad me that they are sending the
plciures o MﬁJOI“'of‘ WICAP or UFO. Ths boy has unset our housenold
nd I Xnow of anothsr family heres in town who 2lso is havipg troulbas with

m

I have tried to stop him but since he isn't of age, I can only go
ay far. (I was thinking of a good spanking. )

If you care to look into thig matier further, nis name, address,
and telephone numbar ia llistad below:

1 e
:
“l (]

Mewariz, Ohio

"
L ’
' '
L] . F 'l L

I tallted to 2 gantleman from 0.5. I. and also ono from 0.I1.5. and
I w23 to0ld to write this letier and explain what had happaned. If this
1attar is not clear, I will anawar all questions that 1 can.

Sincarely,
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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA 4

OWER AND CoOR OBSERVATORIES |
5 o 1959 July 30

Oxecutive Officer,
Publlic Infornation Division
£fice of Information Sorvice

Doapartment of the Alr Force
WWashinztion, D, C.

Daar Sir:

Lost year the Executive Officer very kindly,in reply to a re-
anest from mo for information adbout certain firebnlls which z‘mpr'ar*-'d. in 957,
sent me a conslderable amount of usefiul information, '"hich c¢an bdbe used in thcﬂ
solution of the atmosvhsric paths and orbits of these bodies.

During the past year or so a large number of fireballs have
appenraed over the easternt or south eastern states, and in the casess of the five
to be mentioned, I have been able to assemble a mumber of observations, But
desgpite thlis I find it irpossidle to make good solutions, I am therefores wrlting
to urgently recuest that you be good enocugk to send ne coples of any or 211
reports in your hands, dealing with these bodies, |

I may add the Hydrographic Office of the U,S.Navy has for
over 30 years effectively cooperated in such work and as a consequznce it has
been nossible to solve for mnany important fireballs, Such cooperation from your
ofifice, as a routlne natter, would also bes invalunble,

The speclfic bodies I now resuest information on ars:

1958 April2l/XlSoutheastern States ¥l _lr‘v-'--‘-"i ks L9 ~
1958 July 4/5 TNorth Carolira etc, |k Swi 4/ & 7 ; : -[-'
’ | ra  #SUTEP )\-’l ~ o B .."L{:i y:ﬁ']—‘c"
A ""}'?” 953 Ixov. 30 Y South Carolina etc. 504D i [Y s 90 -
A | ~. ) I't;j ARAS
ool bt/ \ el ]
LA 1958 Dec, l,g/li"" New Yorikz, New Jersey epe., 'L-TG2 @ox Yoo, t 7
oy i RO T 1:/5.,5" ¢4 7
1959 Tet, 10/11 South Carolina ete. LT s ¥

It would be a great favor to me and usaeful to sclence if
yeu would ba good encugh to send ma obgervations dealing with these filreballs,

Very sincerely vours,

. ¥ Y : ;; 'f
( ot (o J / Laint Cz o 4,
o NS A Y R A TR ) (_&_ A

y Chnarlea P, Olivler
Pres, ...a.:aric...n (ateor Soclety
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DECEMBIR 1958 SIGHTINGS ¥
DATE LOCATION OBSZRVER EVALUATION
Mid \ Van Leexr, Tennessee . @ 5 ¥,(PHYSICAL S) Other (HOAX) 'Z
1 Washington, D. C.S&pmants ro-RER, _(PHOTO) | - Other (EOAX)
), vIJran .. - Civilian Astro (}METEQR)
1! 11234 AFB, Fairbanks, Alaska Military Astro (METEOR)
1 Whittier, Alasks € s Astro (METEOR) %
1 WMatavaa, New Jersey P ther %CO“!TRAIL)
2 ‘Blmira, New York e | Astro (METZOR) b
2% ‘Wales, Alaska | Moon Dust ., Astro (METEOR) 2
2 \Argentina i R Civilian Other (FLARES)
2 \Wildvocd AS, Alaska =~ . Military Other (CONTRAILS) %
3 JNurnberg, Germny Military Astro (METEOR) 3
3 Wejls, Jutland, Denmark ' Lunar Satellite A
3 \St Lavreace Island, Alaska Military Astro (METEOR) 5
L \Dayton, Ohio | di T A TInsufficiznt Data | E
5 “Littls Rock AFB, Arkansas Military Astro (MSTEOR)
6 \Bynun, Alabama g " Balloon ‘f:
6 \62.308 05.048 (0ff Norway) Swedish Fish V Astro (METEOR)
T sMontevideo, Uruzuay Insufficient Data !
10 1Cleveland, Ohio Other (UNRELIABLE REPOR“") 2
.+ 20 sUniontown, Peansylvaaia Astwo (METEOR) . .- |
10 vLincoln, Omaha, lebraskxa Military Astro (METEOR) :
e i Ozaha, Nebraska Multi 6“) Astro (STARS/PLANZTS) ;Ti
13. . ‘Redlaads, California Other (LENTICULAR CLOUD) |
13 Cold Springs, New Icrck : Aircraft {z
13-1% East Coast U.S. (Azlansic)szes2a(¥Multi (21 Reports) Astro (METEOR .SHOWAR) B
1k +Syracuse, New York Military -~ -Astro (ARCTURUS)
14 Levittown, New Yorz “PHOTO) ther (REFLECTION WITHIN _;
1k Berkaley, California P Jo il ~ Balloon §
1k ‘Little Rock AFB, Arazsas Multi Astro 22&.%03)
17 “Tuscaloosa, Alabana A Astro (METEOR) K
18 ‘Atlantic Ocean, Mars-allbarg, N.C. Multl - taer (MISSILE) B
19 'Oceansi Long island, New York - Aircraft '
20 sHalsinau oA , Sweden Civilians Other: 21{0.4}() el
| 23 \Harristurg, Penngylanla i Astro (STAR) £
3 25 ‘Russ=llvilla, Alabaza Military (PEY3ICAL 5) Other (TRACKENG DEVICI, :
3 27 Rockville Center, ilew York S Ballopn ¥
1 31 Ineirlik AFB, Turkay Military Aircraft §
~ ADDITIONAL REPORTED SICHTINGS (NOT CASES) ;
DATE LOCATICH SOURCE EVALUATION |
1
; E
Dec Universe Science News Ltr It
1 vSouth=rn California Newsclipping l
10 \Floyada, Texas Hewselipping -
22 -~ 1Poland MNewscl ipping 5
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