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4. Were you abile to estimate the angle subtendec
by the object when viewed through your
binoculars?

Please forward your reply direct to the Commander, Air= 

2

Pechnical Intelligence Center, Attention: AFC N-4ah, Wright-
Patterson Air Porce Base, Ohio.

Sincerely,

LAWRENCE J. TACKER

Major, USAP

Executive Officer

Public InYormation Division

Office of Information Services

Dr.

Richmond 5, CalLiformia
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commas, = RICHMOND 5, CALIFORNIA - aaa

January 25, 1959

Commander

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wricht-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio

Attention: AFCIN-Eh

Dear Sir:

Referring to attached letter, also please refer to Aviation Week issue December 22,

1958, vage 2, which reached me after my letter dated December 23, 1958.

Tf the Thor firing from Vandenburg was on Sunday, December 1h, 1958, and if it
were delayed more than "scheduled at about noon bub did not come off until about

three and a half hours later", we can bution this up.

If it were not the Thor firing, it was something else and I answer your queries:

1. Magnitude comparison made as’follows. I have always had to search to

find Venus in daylight at greatest briliiancy. This primary object was

so visible it caught my eye immediately as well as my wife, without my

having to point out its direction. I used Venus in daylight at createst

brilliancy as the base for determining the, magnitude.

2. I thought at first it was reflected light but after reading the Aviation

Week report I note a reference to a “white hot exhaust", :

3. Color was that of Venus, streak more yellowish. At present time (6 weeks
after) I would guess streak color about that of Arcturus. No pulsations,

no shock diamonds, no flickering. There was a steady fade, however, but

also a steady increase in high thin overcast as I stated.

h. Unable estimate angle subtended--too small and too unsteady throuch
binoculars. If necessary I can amend this statement by setting uo a

transit and getting an idea using the Radome on Tamalpais, and inter-

polating into the binocular field. Let me know if you wish me to do
+L¢

ViaoO

FURTHER COMMENTS

If I accept the Aviation Week statement then how do I reconcile the Thor firing

stated azimuth of 251 degrees? Take my estimate of 135 macnetic, add variation
and give me 20 desrees of error and I get an ansuer of less than 180° true from

Berkeley half a mile west from Claremont Hotel.
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This sighting I made was definitely east of my meridian. I must assume that you

hsve distorted the Thor firing azimuth prior to publication.

Aviabion Week mentions two verniers. I must have seen three small objects or I

wouldn't have described three. I attach my original data sheets which were, of

course, paraphrased for style and grammar to make my report.

If you can, without violating security, let me know if both I and my wife doped

off together. We are botn pilots and had neither been drinking or in any way

not in full command of our senses and naturally we're curious.
°

Please return my original data pages after you are finished with them, ‘Thanks.

Yours truly,

Enel: 2
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Aienmond 5, Callfornia

Dear Dr SE,

The Air Forse appreciates your prompb answer supplying tae sddie

tional ingvormabion requested on your Sighting of 1A beeunber 195d.
Lee aes ence mete nnn nes

Your Stygestion that what you saw was the Thor IRS was civen
preamps considerablon, but ruled out because the firing tuoox place on

15 Deeember 1953.

Sontast was nade with the various weather stations to determine

the weather as the tine of your sighting and balloon launching schee

dulese A vawlasonde is released daily a3 1500 hours from tae Wetroe
rolitanm Oaklaad International airport. ‘The prevailing winds on 14

Desemher 159593, at che time of your sighting would have drifted a

Dalloon, released at this airport, to a position corresnscadiag to

baat of your UFO.

‘These ballvona attain diameters of greater saan 30 fset at saltie

budge and Lave 3 rejativeiy high albedo. This vact ia aubdstantiated .

by your observation that the object was brishter than Venus, which

hag an apparent magnitudes of -4.)3 ab ita brighteas, These balloons

are aizo suaulpped with radar reflectors whish gould possidly account

for the amaller od jeois.

Approximating tae dissance, fron the balloon track and tise of

flisat, aa seven wiles, bas dDailvon would subdteni an angele oa the

oxiier of seven oiia throuya your binosulars.e



Tre balleon’s velocity relative to your position waa otwetiy cudial,

Guasequeubhy the apoaren’ wobionlessness of Sais 20 [eb

Your original data sheets ure loslosed per your requeste

sipneer aly »

2 Inela: fie Re GSLAEN?

Data Sheets Golonei, Vora?

CC to Maj Tacksr, Leputy far Usieuces

SAYIS-3 nad Uomponeata
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