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Mo UErﬂ you &ble to estimate the angle subtender

Oy tie ovj2et when viewed through your

binoculaxra?

Pleage formvmard your reply direct to the Comrander, Alr
Eégnni:al Imtelllgeu:a Center, Attention: AFC N-43l, Wright-
Fatterson Alr Porce Base, Ohio,.

Slnceraly,

LAWRENCE J. TACKIR

Jajor, USAF

sxecutive Officer

Pudblic Information Division |
Office of Information Services

Dr,

Richrmond 5, California
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IR0 0.6
- RICHMOND 5, CALIFORNIA - S

January 25, 1959

Commands=r
Air Technical Intelligence Center
Wrisht-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohilo

Attention: AFCIN=LEL
Dear Sir:

Ret'erring to attached letter, also please refer to Aviation “Jeek issue December 22
= : J ~ ' 3
1958, page 2, which reached me after my letter dated December 23, 1958.

If the Thor firing from Vandenburg was cn Sunday, December 1L, 1958, and if it
were delayed more than "schednled at about noon but did not come off until z2bout
three and a half hours later", we can button this up,

If it were not the Thor firing, it was something else and I answer your queries:
1., Magnitude comparison made &as ‘follows. 1 have always had to search to
find Venus in daylight at greatest briliiancy. This primary object was
so visible it caught my eye immediately as well as my wife, without my
heving to point out its directicn. I used Venus in daylight at greatest
brilliancy as the base for determining the, magnitude.

2. I thought at first it was reflected light but after reading the Aviation
"eek report I note a reference to a "white hot exhaust',

3. Color was that of Venus, streak more yellowish. At present time (6 weeks
after) I would guess sireak color about tnat of Arcturus. MNo pulsations,
no shock diamonds, no flickering. There wzs a steady fade, however, but
also a steady increase in hizh thin overcast as I stated.

i, Unsble estimate anzle subtended--too small and too unstesdy throuzh
binoculars. If necessary I can amend this statement by setting up a
transit and getting an idea using the Radome on Tamalpais, and inter-
nolating into the binocular field., Let me know if you wish me to do

R
e @

FURTHER COMMERTS

If I accept the Aviation Week statement then how do 1 reconcile the Thor firing
stated azimuth of 251 degreess? Take my estimate of 135 marnetic, add variation
and give me 20 degrees of error and I get an answer of less than 180° true from
Jerkeley half a mile west from Claremont Hotel,

i . . v 1] / 4 . . L
-’i-'# “L'a“.“*;"‘ﬂ‘é,.h"ﬁ-li' ;'ﬁ-i'.' j‘a.‘Mv:' Mre. I.‘. K Wi 3% J -
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- picumonn 5 cavrornia - RS

Page 2.,

Thig sichtine I made was definitely east of my meridian. I muast assume that vou
- ef

e e e LA

hzave distorted the Thor firing azimuthr prior to publication.

Aviablon Wzek mentions two verniers. I must have seen three small objects or I
wouldn'!v have descrived tnree. I attach my original data sheets which were, of

l'} I""'

ccurse, naraphrased for style and gramnar to make my report.

If you can, without violating security, let me know if both I and my wife doped
off togevher., We are botn pilots and had neither been drinking or in any way
not in ffull command of our senses and naturally welre curious, s

Please raturn my original dava pages after you are finisned with them. Thanks,
- -

Yours truly,

Encl: 2

. ) \‘ i
{ N & S 1 b"- F J. _1 : .
|"‘Il.i*'i.' v‘tﬁ' L *—k: i --w‘




10 February 1959

AFCINwAEY

} >
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71 eamond 5, Lallfornia

Dsar Dr. SN :

The Aldr Yorce apuregliatesd your promph answar dupprlying Zae sddie
tioval larormaiion requusied on your sighting of 1A Degaabar 1953. |

e --—-—ur

,---*“

oy Buw.u'tma “hat widat you saw was vhe Thor IR0 was given
reapt caonsideraslon, bubt ruled out bdecauss the firiang tuvok place on
15 Decenber 1353,

Sontact was nxie with vhe various wealther 3tailora to determine |
toe weather A% the time of your sighting and ballova lauacining schae
idulase A rawlascude is raleased daily as 15C0 hours f£rom 5ae Hebroe
rolitan Caklasd Iaternational alirporse The prevailing winds om 14
Dacember 1553, at the tixe of your sighting would have drifsed a
balloon, relsasad adt Tals airport, Yo a positicn corresscndiag o

These bailoons atiaia dlameteras of greater Yaun 30 feet at sltie
tudeo asd Aave a relatively aizn aldedo. This fact 1a aubastantiated ’
by your observation that the objesct was brizghter than Venus, which
hag »n appareat magnitude uf =4, as i%a brighteas, These balioona
are 23139 3qulpped with radar reflegtors winish ¢ould poasidly account
Lo the 3maller OO0 jegis,

Approximuading bthe Gissanca, iyrom the balioon Track a2aad tize of
11,28, a3 gseven wmiley, Las DaAlloon would sudbeni aa ansle oa the
order of s29vsa wila throupd youxr bisosulars,




‘.' ’
Tna balloon's veloclly relative Lo youx poalbiosa waa sosbly vudial,
gunsequenbly Lhe Aavmarsnii mobionlessusss OF Sola o0 jech.
Yaur orisinal data sieedbd ars 1oslodad par your regusdse
lincerely.,
2 inels: i1e Re GI1ALE
Data Sheess Golonel, CoAd
CC to Maj Tacksr, Caputy fur Jeleinces
SAFIS=~3 nad Lomponents
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