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UNIVERSITY of PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA 4

FLOWER AND Cook OBSERVATORIES 1959 July 30

Executive Officer,

Public Information Division

Office of Information Ssrvice

Deapartment of the Air Force
Washington, D.C,

Dear Sirs

Last year the Executive Officer very kindly,in reply to a re=~

suest from me for information about certain fireballs which appeared in 1957,
sent me a considerable amount of useful information, ‘hich can be used in the
solution of the atmospheric paths and orbits of these bodies.

During the past year or so a large number of fireballs have

appeared over the eastern or south eastern states, and in the cases of the five

to ba mentioned, I have been able to assemble a number of observations, But

despite this I find Lt impossible to make good solutions, I em therefore writing

to urgently recuest that vou be good enough to send me coples of any or all

reports in your hands, dealing with these bodies, ;

I may add the Hydrographic Office of the U.S.Navy has for

over 30 years effectively cooperated in such work and as a consequence it has

been nossible to solve for many important fireballs. Such cooperation from your

office, as a routine natter, would also be invaluable,

The specific bodies I now reouest information on are:

; 1958 April2t/3] southeastern States roe oe Wha. Be ~

1958 July 4/5 North Carolina etc, : fy ABU! oe 5 —

a wens Tov. 30 South Carolina etc %$ 7/o pow Note GO akf bowts
Be — ; pu { Pppvror.
Tesmiei958Dec, %anys New York, New Jersey efc. (V2 aye. SA oeth.

1959 Feb. 10/11 South Carolina etc. dS

It would be a great favor to m2 and useful to science if

you would be good encugh to send me observations dealing with these firedalls,.

Very sincerely yours,



3 | OFFICIAL FILE COPY

APOINELENS

-“ Pireballs

SAFIS-3 (Major L. J. Tacker) 19 AUG {959

1. In mswer to a request by Dr. QM the followings information is
suluaitteds 

|

‘ 20 April 1958, 2019 EST - Two aireref$ at 9000 fect altitude,De

Located at 30 degrcea 50'N 83 desrces U5'W, ease of Thomsville
, Georgia,

signted the following object: round, light green, inercasing in intensity

as it approached the aircraxs. Object had a trail smaller than the Gianeter

‘ of objcot, pink, ticn dark comparcd to clouds; approach spced from the

3 northeast toward tio aircraft was like o motecr, heading southwest. Object
{ passed between the oirece£t and Cordell, Ceor-ia ina descending c

uryce

: Tuc glov just disappeared. Odjecs in view for four Soconise
}

4 be 5S July 1955, 0105 Est - At’ 31 Georces 30%, 71 degrees 25°, an
cirerars et S000 Loot altitude Sighted tie followings an object was observed
ohe end one-half to two mlles north of sircreft; object appeared 

to ignite

at high altitude, leaving a Long trail of sparke. At about 6CO feat, object

burst into bright green ball of fire, lighting up entire area
. A few more

sparks vere observed floating corthuara after exploslon. This same object
sw: 68 30%, and 32 dezrcese

vas seen from a position of 51 ceyrces 530%, 7L degr: 
es 9

30°), 70 degrees 30") by threo ovacr aire. cft.

(e.) 14 Roconbor 1993, Yonkers, Ne Y., 0Ol5 HIF = A large
 motear was

obterrvea east of Os ion traveling 4n @ goutavoss dircetion.e The color was

waite, with a tail about as long es the Gisbence from Wetslgzcux 
to Saiph. j

The metecr was in view for approvimately one seconl
e

ay 1b, December 1953, east of Limira, N. Ye, 005 EST - A brilliant

H ‘LAs, yellow, sliporly Largor than a quarter, with a derk rel tail seven
4 timss lLercer then object, was obs

G50" ©

orved at a great height. It moved from

southeast to northwest. Duration of sighting not reportod.

@e) 1 December 1953, Smithtow, Ne Yes, OOLL EST = A brignt light,

ebius and grceenish-waite, traveled couth to north, observed f
or 10

Sa 15 seconds.

q u fe 1h Deeensbor 1958, Tons River, Veerlstown, Wrightstown, MeGuire A
TB.

f and Takehursé NAS, Ne Jo, C03C]20100 Lue A rows object, size of a ler
g2

q grapefruit, (rccns brilliant white, orange rat, traveled in straight li
nes

q fron Tous River to Lekeburst tins, os givea above. Object was observed for
five scconds.

¥ COORDINATION: 7 ey re



:

>)"dh Necarhar L5G, va Lain ons Lolewiwe and ever Stilluater, Fitee
CONF? = Once objcct t:o size of a bacckball, first o jserrved 36 deyroes

above howison, traveled wost to erst, broke into threo prolae Loaving a

slight trol, and disappearod to tio caste Objeess obsorvea Lor Live to

six ccoondSe

: le) 1h Desenvor 50. Vashiar ton, De Ges O03 LIT = Round objoet,
sitwof erapefruit, ycllowiss to light erect, with tail sinilar to a

caret toile First sightcd approxcimitely overhesd, diaa;peared 15 accreos

above horizon totuo nortne Observed fur 15 to 50 ccconis.

£. Ll February LID» South of Heckinghaa, N. Ge, 0500 157 = Round

object, estimitcu to ba aC to 300 foes in diemcter, Qnrk preen, tail was

tio gaze color, 200 fest Jeng. Virst observed overimad, disappeared

belnee horizon to tre Swath. Observed for ten seconds.
HY 

:

BE. graperruit at ex? 8S leyerunite with a blucered tail about tuo to
thrco times tue di:uastes of tie chjocd. Objcet travels. in a southw1336

Girection. Observed reo ite to ton sssondse

; ce Ll Februiry 1959, norba of Tapsland, Se Co, Oh290 LOT @- A prignt

7 waltbe light wlth (coon ving around 1b wos obser rcl overncad, traveling

: to the southwest, acd dicappen by over the horizon. Sine of object was

a between that of a crapecsuit anda basketball. cuservel fur 50 SCCOMAS «

7 1. Attached £5 a corny of a United Irass Release coz gening a sighting

4 on 20 Sneil 1998, wuich cecumvel over the coutheasvern pert of the United
Statca.
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RUWFAL/COMDR 1096TH AISS

BT wd:

/UNCLAS/FROM OIN 6825, SUBJ$ UFOB 
(

1. DESCRIPTION 
;

A, UNKNOWN 
:

B, HALF A DOLLAR ¢

C, BETWEEN WHITE & YELLOW |

D. ONE

Es 4 } Ge

F, OOLONG SHAPE |

G. UNABLE TO SAY FOR SURE

H. SEEMED TO FEEL A SOUND MAY HAVE BEEN PRESENT 
(

e

PY ( i

ia (

(Od

) 
C

PAGE WTO RJEYNH 16

ft « ) 
(

2. DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

A. UNKNOWN

B. IN SHY DESCENDING RAPIDLY / (

GC, =

Se

De STRAIGHT DOWN FLIPPD OVER TWICE- THEN DOWN

E. WENT OUT OF SIGHT :

F, LESS THAN ONE MINUTE

MANNER OF OBSERVATIONS

A, GROUND - VISUAL.

B. NONE ©

TrMr 2 DATE OF SIGHTING:
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AL 10482 413 DEC

B. NIGHT

Te NEW HYDE Le Ie NY

6. IDENTIFYING INFO OF ALL ABSERVERS3

A. MRS pS

_ Tama, ven we ParK wy, ee |

(

(

(

(

PAGE THREE RJEYNH 16 (

7. WEATHERS :

Bane AG 2 (0) ER ga hake ee

B. SURFACE 270 DEG 19 KT, 20,090° 150 DEG 85 KT Cc |

6,000" 270 DEG 27 KT. 30,090" 250 DEG 144 KT

19,000" 260 DEG 44 KT» 50,900" - DEG =~ KT

16,0004 260 DEG 88 KT. 82,900" - DEG - KT ct

C. HIGM BROKEN |

D. FIVE MILES

Ee at C

Soe asm
Se is

Se ba C

41. RECEIVED FROM SGT ISELE OF
|

MITCHEL BASE OPS. ~ THERE WAS A SEVEN HOUR DELAY FROM SIGHTIN ae

UNTIL IT WAS REPORTED. (
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; /JUNCLAS/FROM OIN 6829. SUBJ% UFOB

DESCRIPTIONS

A. UNK

UNK

| CeERIGHT

i D.

BF.

mG.

eB: ry

br

ONE

N/A

UNK

TRALLING BRIGHT LIGHT

NONE

NONE

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE?

A. UNK

Be LEVEL FLIGHT

C, LEVEL FLIGHT

errre



De NORIH EASL Al VERY High KALE UF SPEED

E. FADE

Fe UNK. |

3. MANNER OF OBSERVATION? 3

A. VISUAL FROM AIRCRAAFT

B. NONE | €

Ce DC7C, KLM 642, ALT 28,929,252, UNK,IDL,NY.~
CONSTELLATION, GERMAN AIR LINE, 421,21, 999999, UNK,IDL,NY.~

CONSTELLATION, AIR FRANCE 949, 21029,0S¢A UNK, UNK Due NY. | (

4, TIME & DATE OF SIGHTING: = |

A. 13/2323ZALL AIRCRAFT PILOTS. ad

Be NIGHT (

| 5« ALL A/C SOUTHEAST OF COD INTERSECTION |

41 Q25NORTH 68 @3 WEST :
6. IDENTIFYINGINFO OF ALL OBSERVERS: | €

A. ALL A/C CIVILIAN PILOTS ENROUTE |

Be N/A 
(

7. WEATHER! 13/23092Z IDL @8 31/28/13 S/@Z41/FEW sc |

: A. 14/2G@2ZIDL 68 3908/28/16 8/1043.

EB. SURFACE 349 DEG@S KT. 20,002279 DEG 119KT (

‘ 6,922 300 DEG 30 KT. 30990 270DEG 125 KT .

19,0922 302 DEG 38 KT. 59,¢2@ 259 DEG 99 :

16,920 270 DEG 75 KT. 88,090 UNK KT / (
o. None” 

ia 
Be Aaa

D, 8 MILES :

E, NONE 
(

F. NONE

8. NONE ,

| 9, NONE 
(

19. NONE

11, COC DUTY OFFICER :
Pots BLE
OISSUBLE CAUSE UNKNOWN 

C



12, ‘NONE

Bie \ ~
ae. ee

14/¢22¢Z DEC RJEYNH
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FM COMDR ENR Gre
TO RJWFAL/COMDR ADC

PP RJEDSQ

DE RJEDNB 55

INFO RJWFAL/COMDR 19@6TH AISS

RJEYNH/COMDR DET 1 26TH AD SAGE

RJEDSQ/COMDR AIR TECH INTEL CTR WPAFB ——*

RJEZHO/ASST CHIEF OF STAFF INTEL Ho USAF

RJEZHQ/OFFICE OF INFORMATiv.. 2-..V ICES in.

BT

/UNCLAS/FR NEINT 456 SUBJ: UFO
een ee

Ae i. IKE s=

2. KARGE AND LONG

3 <EALE BLUED
Wet

5. LIKE FALLING STAR BUT MUCH CLOSER

6. NONE

7. NONE

8. NONE

9. UNK
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PAGE TWO RJEDNB 35

Be i+ UNK

2. UNK 2.000% afore” 
sii

3. UNK 0! of 60"

4s SOUTH WEST

5. FADED

~ 3 SECOND

C. 1. EYE

2. N/A

3. N/A

> 1 CREEDPM wlOwlE
2. @icut) 7 Sa ee

Ee 16 IN VICINTITY OF STATE POLICE ON 9W SOUTH OF NBG«(Y/a2¥w 7403 Ww)

2

Headitie Wi" ot Mwy Jw

UNK QF Newby rgh, Ny,

hooks a: AGE 31

enurnme» y

PHONES 728 WORKS AT WEST POINT REGe OFFICE

2e UNK

Ge 1. CLEAR

2e WSW AT S KTS-e

PAGE THREE RJEDNB 33

We 2838 AT 25

Ap) ASH Ap ke
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15/2239Z2 DEC RJEDNB

UNR

279 AT 72

274 AT 129

278 AT 65

279 AT 55

CLEAR

7 MILES

CLEAR

NONE

1. NONE

UNK

UNK

e NONE

1. NONE

1. NONE

» Le ‘NONE

NONE
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BT re . 
(

/UNCLASS/FROM OIN 6838. SUBJ: UFOB

Ae DESCRIPTION

A. UNK

Be LARGE

C. RED AND BLUE f

De ONE

1 _ Es N/A

: Fe RED FLAME PRESEEDING A BLUE LIGHT (

Ge TRAEL :

He NONE

| Ie NONE

| 2. DESCKIPTION OF COURSE }

S UDR, Unk |

{ B. VERY HIGH ¢

q C. GROUND | : ;

OF SLATEDALE PENNA

' E. UNK (

Ste. unk

) 3. MANNER OF OBSERVATION cot

f = = A. GROUND VISUAL _

: Be NONE

BG NA

: 4, TIME AND DATE OF SIGHTING

B As DEC 14/93572 |

3 B. NIGHT |
| 5. SLATINGTION, PENNSYLVANIA ee

S & IDENTIFYINGINFO OF ALL OBSERVERS

4 equppasnas CCCUPATION UNK

a Be N/A pee
(

7. WEATHER AT. 1L/GL047



A. ABE? $12 346/16/S SOUTHSOUTHWEST 952

Bs SURFACE 259 DEG @9 KT 22,800 299 DEG 82 KT

6,029 332 DEG 28 KT 34,090 280 DEG 139 KT

19,020 309 DEG 39 KT 59,928 282 DUG 69 KT

16,009 299 DEG 69 KT 68,988 UNK DEG UNK KT

GRONONE 3 or :

D. 4% MILES

/E. NONE

F. NONE

8. NONE

9. NONE

ig. NONE

di. COC DUTY OFFICER

“NONE

BT

| -14/@4572-DEC-RJEYNI-- ReAh ee

NNNN

{%



: ae wpcr a Sy (gif eco =pyr 9721) 14 DEC 58 SE ‘% y |
ine

/PRIORITY AB i oof a
FM COMDR EASTAF MCGUIRE 1408292 15 De A G ae
|TO COMDR ADC ENT C38 ng lS
SOMDR 26 ADIV SYRACUSE Lie

PCOMDR AIR TECHINTELL CENTER WPAFB Mig ap /

“ASSTCCOFS INTELL HQ USAF ;
(OFICE OF INFORMATION SERVICES Ha USAF
SINFO COMDR 1986 AISS ENT

‘BT
WJUNCLAS/E F T O/CITE ET 9711-Me UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT

© SIGHTED IN THE MCGUIRE AFB NJ AREAe THE OBSERVATION WAS MADE BY

‘FOUR DIFFERENT PEOPLEe INFO WAS DESCRIBED AS LARGE ROUND BALL OF FLAME.
COLOR VARING FROM RED, GREEN, WHITE, ORANGE. TRAVELING AT A HIGH RATE
)OF SPEED IN THE GENERAL DIRECATION OF SOUTH TO NORTHe RAPCONy, SAGE,

_CONTROL TOWER REPORTS NEGATIVE RADAR LU GSOISEIS ie

Be J

> GetAS EFTO

BR
a

7 . oats : et ni ben

Re

BY POPS MCGUIRE

) TO RJEDNB/26 AIR DIV STEWART

RJEDSQ/AIR TECH INTEL CEN W-PATERSO 4—

RJEZHQ/DIR INTEL HO USAF

RJWFAL/ADC ENT

BT

UNCALS UFOB 14MO4 /

1 A. ROUND B. LARGE GRAPEFRUIT C.(GREEN BRILLIANT WHITE QRAGE RED )

D. ONE E. NEG F.(GEEN) WHITE CENTER (RED) FOLLOWED BY FLAME 2 A.

SITH Be NEG Ce NEG De STIAGHT LINE TOMS RIVER NY MORRISTOWN NJ WRIGHTS- |

TUON NJ LAKEHUST NAS NJ 2 Es OUT OF SIGHT F.e45 SEC 3 Ae GROUND | |

VISUAL (ALL) Be NONE C. NONE 4 A. G4g5307-1496902)B. NIGHT5 (€1) TOMS

RIVER NJ (2) MORRISTWOU NJ (3) WRIGHTSTWON NJ (4) MCGUIRE AFB NJ
~-—ooOo

(5) LAKEKURSTNJS NJ EAST TOWER (6) RT 9 1/4 MILE

| FROM RT 70 6 As 5e1 2-3 NJ STATE POLICE 5.6 QBS LAK: oe |

| |NJ Be Seu | 11TH AIR POLICE SQ MCGUIRE AFB NJ 5.5
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PAGE TWO RJEDFW 228

SCATTERED CLOUD SURFACE WINDS 28% AT 5KTS 7 Be 6202 2 272 123KT |

19952 - 260 15KT 162999- 269 S55KT 29909 272 65KT 30a90 - 26% 139KT |

50000 - 26% 7@KT 60220 - UNK C. NEGD. 6 MILES IN HAZE E. Fe NONE |
}& NEG S. NEG 18. NONE LACALLY FOR MCGUIRE 11. BASE OPERATIONS

CLEARANCE OFFICBR FROM REPORT RECIEVED FROM LAKEHURST Mas TOWER

AND A/2C GORDON A P GUARD AT SAGE BUILDING MCGUIRE AFB I WOULD CON-

CLUDE THESE SIGHTINS TO BE A METEOR PENITRATING FURTHUR THA NORMAL

INTO THE EARTHS ATMOSPHERE INT THIS AREA. A CHECK WASMMADE WITH | iiapa sac adi Lah : ia 

eee aa

MCGUIRE AFB TOWER AND RADAR APPROACH CONTROL NEWYORK AIR DEFENSE |

SECTOR RADAR AND PHILADELPHIA TOWER ALL REPORTE NEGETIVE SIGHTING. |

TRANSIENT PILOTS REPORT SIGHTING MANY FALLING STAR

BT

Nore | |
14/1235Z DEC RJEDFW

; |
/ Gee
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Zt te ae
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ea a

RJEZHQ/ACOF § INTEL HQ USAF WASH 25 | C !
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