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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
0O Wos Bolloon
5 Feb 59 Boulder, ColoradC O Probably Bu‘loon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon
[ ftoernoon S Pl ! O Was Aircraft
Local X Ground- Vi svel O Ground-Radar O Probably Aircraft
GMT 06/2400Z O AirVisvol O Air-Intercep? Rador o P“""’ Aircraft
5. PHOTOS JURCH O Was Astronomical
K Yes O Probably Astronomicol
Aivilian ) Ponslbly Astronomical
LENGTMH OPF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 0. Othee Rl loction
0O Insufficient Date for Evaluation
0O Unknown
one N/A
BRIEF GUNAIY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS

1 white blob appeared on a photograph
which wvas not noticed until after the
photo was developed.
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‘and the white blob began to show thne
outlines of a window, OSource dis-
covered that the big double west windoy
of the Law Duilding is in the exact
center of the blob, When the window 1isj)cC
opened at Just the right angle, it
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vhere source was standing when he too!
the pilcture.
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June 14, 1960

Boulder, Colotado

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Thank you for the two photograph copies. 1 shall
be interested in the microdensitometer records if Sacra-

mento Peak is able to furnish them.

My TV appearance on '"Today" did not go too well.
Mr. Keyhoe hogged the show and i had difficulty getting a
word in edgewise. [ felt rather disgusted about the whole
thing KEspecially aince Dave Garroway himself turned out
to be something of a ''believer' and joined with Mr. Keyhoe

in attacking ine.

Again rnany thanks for your interesting information.

Cordially yours,

e S e i

Director

DHM/mam



HARVARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

June 14, 1960

Major Robert J. Friend
Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center

Wright Patterson Air Force Dase
Ohio

Dear Major Friend:

I think you might like to have for your records

another flying saucer case, which my arm-chair method

completely sdved. 1 enclose herewith copies of the

correspondence and a photograph.

Thanking you for your interest and encouragement,

I am,

Cordially yours,

Director

DHM/mam
Encls:
J
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Cear Mr. HNEGE

Thaak you [or the axtra phuio and taa latarestiag pictuts oi
‘e naa pillers. TALE 1o & good axampie, though | have 3 some'vhal
Seter sme Al vuad as llusicad e onong ook, AR DMy have isdi-
ed, { Sope to do saolher ndé il orF, @ refatadiv, ¥ ¢otireir 2ew
Larnleta book.

12 was, < course, axtrawa.y il adyiny o 2w S3al your rvecon-
Le.9rance proved the correciaens of r2y relinilioa thacvy. As i>r %aa
cize of the reflection. thers s no mystesy 2l ail. Tha lrasge of the
nhlretad sun iy exsratneLy bDrigit. {2 Svwraxpoded On 2o Uwm snn
‘nua tae Linage Arreads. As ome [nrpihar oxperieent, 1719 aight try
repp-printing the negative, 35 I2aC 92 AnLIre LITATA SOMES U FYACS
e ally DIACK. A9 100 MBES MACLEAFIVRLY LSAREY CXDONINE, Y22 wiil
* 1d thit the Alam of tbe bright arsa dimisidhea. Whee we jot dowa 1D
cne armallest size, rou may consaivatly find sornetding !nteresting,
thaars ] doudt that the resolution of (e camara would show al that
jistapes. Howewer, (19 worth tTy ng. You might take 3hia (ellax

ver to the High Altitude OBsmryalczy 2ad KAk one 2§ the xstrIacmaers
are 2o tun the cictare taroulh (28T Conlud? daasitdintier. 2 2at
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i am to be on talevision, te program called "Today, ™ the moraing

2f May 6. I am planuiag to taza y2ur photsgraph along with me and per-
hape § may alow . My subject: Flyisg Eavcere. i shall De laterviawed
:t tha same time as they isterview Xoayhoe, wha i3 3 strong Seiiover 2
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Jouwlder, Colorado
7 May, 19860

Or. Donald H. Menzel
Earvard Cbservatory
Canbridge 38, Fassachusetts

Cear Ur. Menzel:

I would have answered you sconer ¢n your letter. about the
flving saucer pisture 1 sent you, but the weather has been so
bad that 1% would have donme me no zZood to go up on Flagstaf?t,
‘as [ would have seen nothins! However, 1 was able to go there
yes<terday, with the visibility 4C to 50 miles, Using some

mor2 copies #f the photo as a suide (0 parallax, I was able
to "ind and stand in the exact apct {rom which the picture was

takxan, It seems that the Law 5Buildins is in the area of the
wnite blob, and its bi~r double west windew is located in th
exsnct center of the blob., Cf cource, the position of the sun
now i3 different than in February wnen the picturs was taken,
but 1 did a little fRisurinz, 2nd came up with the following:
wh2n “he window 18 opened to just the richt angle of tilt, the
position of the February sum i4 such that its imauze will De
realccted right t¢c that particular snot on Flagstaflf Mt.
Therafore, this reflection theory is very ppobably correct,
taouch 1 fail to s8ee wny the re«flection is such a large object
cn tne photo. (The picture wuz taken very late in the afternocn,
a3 you ¢an see.,) }

I am including a 5x7 enlargeaent of the whole area covered
in the negative, which may be more suitable for your“nQV*book.
Yes, 1 would bo delighted to have you use my photo.

I havv-road the 1953 edition, and I see that you also deal
with such unusual natural phenomena as sun pillars. Therefors,
I am also enclosing a picture of the latter. It was taken et
adout l4h UP on the morninz of gebruary 23, 1960, ¥hen I first
saw th2 pillar, it was about 15" in heizht, but fading rapidly.
Of the 3 filters which I have, Wratten 25A, Xl and 808, it seemed
tc be the most prominent through the 8CB, so this was alsé used
in the photo.: All this took sore time, and by the time I was !
reardy to snap, the villar was cnly 10" high, Therefore, 1 just
toock the picture with the shutter set the same as it had been
o72=n:h%; the exdouure was 1/3C0 @ £/5.5 on Tri-X 35mm Iilm.
A3 723 220 see, tlher: were 9 inches 0. 3N0W ¢Cn whe Zround, and
I i3t 4idn't have tine 0 z2% ready to z0 outside.

{here 13 almost no trace of 1%t in th2 rhoto, but there wvas
also o faint round ball of luminescenss rizht deiow the pillar
bafor: and during the exposure. The faint light streak 25/32
0% =n inch to the ri'ht 2 the -i lar i3 a defeact of the =rint,

id o= 1.1 the other? =2xc2p% %22 21.1lar, 1 am 30rry taat she
21..ar 3n0WSe 80 pooriy, bus the fellow who printed this tells
ne " %he negative i3 so flat it is a wonder that anythins shows
" pesii2s the b ter area at the pillar's base. The pillar seems
. tc ba about 8Y hizh on the print in its extrenmitiea (including a
, 2i%%1: bit above the darkish cloud) *fiyou are doubtful about
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I will be glad to send a larger coyy of this photo if

tha acale,
leazse let me know if you want any more

you {zel you can use it.
information.

Sincerely yours,

' '.;.'.;‘1"' "3l : |
S . _ .

| P : The bhck Ictt cornor ot the 5:7 is appmntly =7 fi.ngorl
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18 Marehr, 13580

nr. Donuld H. Nenzel
20 Haurvard College Obcservatory
Taumboridse 38, Hacrsachusettis

Near S4ir:

On February 6,.1955, while on Flagetaff Mt., a
7000 foothill west of Boulder, I took what 1 thougsht
would be an ordinary escenic nicture of Bouldeyr throw -
ay hrother's Zrownie Hoilday, which i® a $7 box .
cumera. On develooment, however, a small blackX blob
~hwow=d on the ne,ative, one :trongly reminiecent of
a "flying =aucer.”

"he anclosed nicture 1: a Sx enlar exent Irom &
2aall section of that ne ative, Tr» aXDO*UTS WAT
1/°% =mcond at £/11, throu:sh a 2%A filte-, on Tri-X.
Nevelonment was no~mnrl commercisl.

Absolutely notnin, wae =sen in the area wilth
the eaye alone either vefore or after, but I mu=t admit

thet 1T weaen't looxing for anything unucual.

NICAP in Wuehinston rnatched up a cony of the
sito richt away, wut they will not give any £ind of
axnlanation for the phenomenon. As you have written
an informative Yook on ™0 's, I was wondering if you
wauld De willing %o offer an explanation. 1 do not

rupember the weather conditions on that date, dut
coild find them out for you. I will =end the originail

ne.a%tive 1f you wieh,
The pioture was tTaxen at about pa, and the
Airection of view 1s aporoximately southeast.

Yours truly,

TR . v
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TR -- April 19, 1960

| deitave that the Sovider Lidrary probabiy has a copy
of my book, "Flying Saucers. ' You might be interested in
reading it.

- Thanking you for ysur kindness in sending rce the
picture aad aga:n plesse accept iy apciogies {ar a tardy come

ALY mustcation. _,

Slrcarely yours,

Donsgid Y., Mepnzel
Mracter







An unusually fine large UFO serted itself into a photograph
taken on February 6, 19s9. near Boulder, Colorado. The witness
had spent the afternoon climbing on Flagstaf Mountain and, about
5:00 P.M., snapped a picture of the town of Boulder, to the southeast.
Although he had seen nothing unusual in the sky or in the air, the
negative, when déveloped, showed a small black blob that printed
as a white, luminous, roughly spherical object,—a typical flying
saucer.

Civilian saucer investigators in the area procurcd a copy of the
photograph and sent it to NICAP for evaluation. The witness him-
self did not immediately assume that he had photographed an inter-
planetary spaceship hovering over the city of Boulder; instead, he
sent a print and a description of the circumstances to Dr. Menzel,
who was well acquainted with the geography of Boulder and Flag-
staff Mountain. Dr. Menzel suggested that the blob of light could
have been produced by some type of reflection: “The sun appcars
to have been pretty low at the time. Is there, in the approximate
position of the blob, some house with a fairly large window that
could have been reflecting the sun? Stand at approximately the
same spot and look over the region with a field glass. A bright spot
like this often spreads enormously on the film. You can sce from
the picture that the sun must have been shining brilliantly. The
shadow, especially of the large barn on the right, gives us some
idea of the height of the sun, This was in February, and the angle
of the sun will now have changed. Please make this test and let
me know.”

Not until the first week of May, however, was the witness able to
repeat his excursion and make the necessary tests. Using a copy of
his original picturc as a guide, he was able to stand in the exact
spot from which he lad taken the picture. He then realized that
the Law Building of the University of Colorado stood in the place
occupied by the U0 and that the big double window of the Law
Building was at the exact center. In May no reflection appeared,
but from calculations he found that the position of the February
sun was such that the window, when open at just the right tilt,
would reflect the snn’s image to the exact spot on Flagstaff Mountain
from which he took the picture. The image of the reflected sun is
extremely bright and the film had been overexposed: therefore the
image had spread on the film to create the large UFO. To confirm
the hypothesis, the witness tried overprinting the negative so that
the entire picture came out practically black, and with successively
lonuer exposares the size of the hright UKO Qiminished. As he ¢ot
it down to the smallest size on the blackest print, he could sce the

fuzzy outline of a window [2].
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