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UFO Dapt

Tha 1006th Air Intelligence Sq. !‘a!dwe!!, Ne Jeo

Alr Tachnlcal Intelligence Center April 12, 1959
Dayton, Qhio

Subject: UFO Sighting 3/18/59

GCentlemen:

The writer and other udersigned persons witnessed UFO actlivity
over Caldwell, N, J. 83 described below 3/18/59. See attached sketch
of path of objects in the sky.

1. Objects were sighted at 8:40 PM EST on 3/18/59. Period was
50 sec., During this time objects covered approx. 50 degree3 are
in sky overhead. Sky was cloudless with about 2/3 moon.

2. At position A, the two objects appzared round and had a dull .
reddish glow. The objects maintained the same relative position
shown as they traverased a straight northerly path overhead. At

point A they stood out clearly against a star studded moonlit =z=ky.
There was no sound that could be associated with these objects.

3. At position B these objects still appeared round but did not
glow as much,

L. Between position B & C the shape of the objecis could no
longer be seen agalinst the darker sky bul what anpeared to be
raflected light (similar to that seen from Russian rocke? casing)
grew more and more intense. Finally, as objects wvent behind some
trees they both were giving off a brilliant white light similar

in intensity to the landing light of an eircraft during landing
approach.

The writer is presenting this information as a matter of record
for you, and as a matter of interest for himselfl and the undersigned
observers. The writer is a graduate asronautical engineer and has worked
at NA3SA, lLockheed and Curtiss Wright in flight test end aircraft perfore-
pance since 1942. He is therefore reasonably qualified to distinguish

usual and unusual flying objects.

Tt would be greatly appreciated if you could give any information
that might indicate what these objecis were. Please contact the writer

at the above address.

Very truly yours,

/i writer
/s/. Chserver
/s/ Observer
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L4Ehg/iiaj ¥Frdend/ac/69216/Bldg 263

COMMVENTS(Use reverse, il necessary)

l. The possibility oi ¥r. seeing one of the satellites and its
carrier was considered. Upon ¢ s 1t was determined no known satellites ware

in the area at time of sightinge.

)

2. Assuming the figure of two degreesa per second and 50,000 feet altituda,
the speed would be around 600 knots, which is within the speed rangs of jet aire
craft. It is quite possible the objects were at a lower altitude than 50,000 feet;
howavar, a small error in the witnesses' estimete of time would have a large effaect

upon the resultant speed.

3o Tha AIIC conclusion is that in all probability the witnessss gaw alircral?t
lightSQ
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<9 May 1959

Dear Mr‘

This is to aclmowledge 2nd thaak you Tor your latter of
12 April 1959 conceraing sn unidentified flyinz obj2ct sighting
as Caldwell, lNew Jersey on 10 llarca 1959,

Assuaing She llgure of tuwe Jdagrees per sz2cond and 50,000
IT2et allitude, the speed of the object would be approximately
600 imots, which is within the speed range of current jet
alreral Ge

ihe Air Technical Intelligence Center conclusion 15 that
in all probabilibty you wiitnessed aireraft lighta,

Sincerely,

LANRENCE J, TACKER

sajor, USAF

Lxecutive Oficer

Puvlic Information Division
Office of Information Services




RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMMING

MUNSICK MUSIC LIBRARY
U. F. O. NEWSLETTER
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Commg

-
Alr

11

ear

to
eny

/:;
e ;,"""-—t-:’
®
" Morristo . S. A.
' R
r’JL) :A“\}'r
} _un(Aﬂ.n;: Officer
fechnical Tntelligence Center
TV > 5y da - A S A .
Jnited States Alr Force
- Vs ~ R X Ll P > ~4
wright-Petterson Alr Force Bese
Dayton, Ohio y
Q4 4
wll',
1 | L vrxres @ ds 4.9, . -~ vl  de
W€ are investlgeting the encloeosed phobo-
. 1 - 1. - L. - - e
apn whicn was btaken in nearby Denville, N. J ¥
/e o - - T ,_) b - 1 r:r- L4
t:le nigh® of 18 !"erch 1859.
L. - 1 - = T = - l. W *-1 - \ - e - - . dw
Although we have entered rany svenuves to
# .‘ .L‘ - - o - -, - - - - - L
cbtain some kind of conclusion, as vet we seom no
. g . - & B & - 2 . . e . .
10 eﬁ LC E.v]_'; 308 u"}_b.;-ﬁl POH.U.].U L1871 Wlien ve f}l;&lr'hgti
7 e 1 £y y A e g RE 7~ . r- - .
LC for & lerge flle of data. I would ve much
.' e Ly b X b P : o - r - e Y 2 ! .1,
Gpr)n c 9 ’J\. - Fl .[ - :!r 5. \: 1;1(.1 1(‘? C)'!'r LI’.H= \J(:) 'al‘.':l.l:"-i G j.J I:.-"
2 f - 2} -. > YN 4 » o 1~ A . - 4 -~ v
tp 11 possible, give us the results of your study.
3 ™ '1 - "™ ¢ L 1 - S ~ o , ‘o N . g e N Y™
Any help you can give us in resching 2 solutio
) ; ——— 1 2 . T TR Y, ' . -
the vuzzle would Dse aoprecie ved. i3 1 88n e or
- - 4 i i - i i L : . . . . )
further assis ‘...,“:CO j"_.?rlO{}SG Ieel Iree o call on ne
2 ) » -~ “ - ° 1- T+, ~ - xOOF
eltner by mall or Ltelephone et Jofferson 8-8995,
. @ . b g -1 il B - —! i. v - =~ -
I look forward with gre interest to vour

oly.




L

Morristown, N. J., U. S. A.

RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMMING
MUNSICK MUSIC LIBRARY

U. F. O. NEWSLETTER
PUBLIC RELATIONS

l 2 JurlG

Commanding Officer

Alr Technical Intelligence Center
United States Air Force
wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Chio

Deer Sir,

On 25 llay I sent to your office a phoLo=
graph and report involving strange objects apparently

between Denville, New Jersey ard the moon on the
night of 13 March 1959,

As yet 1 have received neither an e ckinowledgement
nor reply in this case. While T certainly appreciate
such evaluation would teke time, T would appreciagte
1t If you could inform me if the matericl was received

at your office,

Should you require further information please
let me know, 1If you did not receive the informetion
I shall send a new copy.

Slncerely yours,

{—“
o/

1659
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AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WRICGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE
OHID

19 Jun 59

REPLY TO
ATTN OFs APCINeiDha/Mr, Davis/74295

SUBJECT:s *Moon Ob joects®

T0: AFCINe4EL

Attn: Maj, Friend
»

l, The photograph you submitied for amalysis was serutinized for
an sxplanation of the 34 "moom objects® that appsar in the lmmedl.
atas area of the moon, The history of ths phctograph and its prior
analyais was studied and found to bs quite interesting, Tha "moon
objecta" indesd appear to bs imagess rather thaan scratches, spois,
duatmarks, etce The quality of the photograpan is good and raflscts

ths work of a profesaional typa photographar,

2, Bafora this office can offer an explanation for the "moon objacia”®
it will be necessary %o acauiras the original nagative, praferably
tczather with the remainder of ths roll filnm,

3. Should you desire furthsr analysis of tho photography, it is
suzzestad that contact ba, made yith Mr aguantinghis
forwarding the film to foy furthaer analyslae

2 Atchs
) | o Rspor t
2o FPhotograph

T g + L Pl Bad
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Doear M

Your letter of 12 June 1959 concerning ploio=-
sraph you submitted to Air Technical Intelligence
Center has been referred to this office for reply.

Subhject phobtogravhkh was recai
and it is presently ian the process ol

Sincerely,

LAWRENCE J. TACKER

lajor, USAF

Executive Oificer

Public Information 'ivision
Office of Informat.on Services

own, liew Jersey

2
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REPORT ON "MOON-OBJECTS" PHOTOGRAPH TAXEN BY
O llay 1959 by
New Jersey, U. S. Ao,

All rights reserved. - Case Report Two

At approximately 8:50 p.m, EST, Wednesday 18 lMarch 1959, Jesse
Wilson of 8 Myers Avenue, Lenville, N, J., took the first of a series
of photograpns of the moon tnrouvgh 4 3%" refractor telescope. Iir.
t1lson has been lnterested in amateur astronomy for some years, and
hag bullt several telescopes himself, including the one he was using
that night., He has taken literally hundreds of plctures of the moan,
both as 2 hobby and as a means of checking his equlipment. The lunar
studles have been acclaimed as exceptlonally fline by many photograpne
ers end sstronomers.

c238e Villson 1s a professional photographer and laboratory tech-
nicien. He makes his living by takling plctures for local newspapers,
insurancs and real-estate offices, industrial concerns and the like,
and by processing photographs for local photo stores.

“e hes made a hablt of taking a telescope to his back yard on
good nights, to photograph the moon. On thls evening, he had a group
of neigabors on hand to look at the moon ln the cool, crisp evening
alr, which offered excellent "viewlng." Afterward, he set up the
equipment to take his photogranhs, and proceded to take & dozen plc-
tures., They were all taken with a Super Ikonto "B" Camera with an
£ 2.8 lens set at infinity on Tri-X film, shutter setting 1/25th sec.
The telescope is approximately 38 power, 48 inch focal lengthy,y AL
sbout 8:50 the moon wes approximately 48° above the horlzon, rougaly
SSE from the viewlng positlon,

I're Wilson aligned his telescope and camera, snapped the first

phote (the one in question), recocked his camera (with 2 crank, thus

maeking it virtually impossible to get a double exposure; the crenking

resets the shutter after the film has bsen moved to its next position),
raeset the telescope to compensate for the earth's movement, and took
*he next photo., The process takes probably no more than 30 seconds

a.t the mOSto

Vhen lMr. Wilson develop2d the roll of film with type DK60A deval-
opar he noticed a streak of odd spots on the first exposure, 'Vhen a
print was made, they proved to be 34 fish-tall like objacts in en
arcing line, apparently rushing away from the moon, The "talils" all
alm into the southwast quadrant but gre not all pointing in the exact
same cirection.

The 1lmages genarally fall into twd groups; the left-hand one of
13 objz2ects larger, avrarently cleser to the camera, and farther apart.
The righte-hand group of 21 more closely spaced, smaller, and mors
evenly distributed in almost a straight line.

Tha moon is not gquite in focus and it has besen assumad that the
telescorze was focused just short of the moon, Although it is 4difrfi-
cult co %ell, the images of the strange objects seem to be in near-
perfect I'ccus, Because of the short-exposure no stars or othar »
objecta are in sight although the moon itself 1s clearly pictured.

o other exposures on ths sams roll of film show esny pecullari-
ties, and !lMr, WWilson says he has never before captured any such odd
objects on fllm with the same equipment, They were not seen visually,

Mr, Wilson showad the fllm to Robert W. Dunn of Lske Parasippany,
Ns Joy, & photo techniclan and amgsteur astronomer who notifiled Ir.
Munslck in lMorristown., The camera and telescope were both checlked
for light leaks or odd reflections; none were found. The telescopn=2

has' & large dew-cap to overcome reflectlons and outside light, Thea

photos are taken with the camera lens held agalnst the eyepliece of
the telescope,

The film was rigorously studled under magnification., The imagss
ere clearly that and not impsrifections, dust-spots, scratches, or
other lrregularities on the fillm 1tself.
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The possibility of statlic iIn the camera or on the film was cone-
aldered but set aslde because of the peculiar layout of the white
spots, and because no other 1instance of static of any type showed up
in this film or other simllar series of shots taken with the same
equipment under identical conditions. The ilm was not old nor, as
well a2s can be determlned, defective. It should be noted that the
line of streaks is not interconnected and does not follow parallel
to the length of the roll, but curves markedly to the film's edge.

I'r. Munsick studied the film and a series of prints, all enlarg-
ed greatly, in en effort to identify the objects. They are clearly
not rafractory "ghosta" of the moon itself, as they bsar no similar-
ity vhatever to the moon or any round object. Mr, Munsick's interzast
comes in part from his background as an investigator, editor, and
lecturer on the subject of Unidentified Flylng Objects. Nelther he
nor a colleague, Hans Stefan Santesson, edi tor of Fantastic Univeras
Maugazine, a science=fiction publication, could offer any exnlanation,
Mr, Szntesson 1s Interested in Unldentifled IMlylng Objects and is
familliIar with the background in the field., DNeither of the two had
ever seen nor heard of anything similar to this photograph before,

Mr, lMansick contacted the pnotogravrnic adviser to U0 llewsletter
eand Fulerum Procductions, Steve Elfenbein of lMorristown; a profession-
al phcoctographer with extensive photoreportorial experience plus ind-
ustriasl photographic knowledge. He was unable to offer any explana-
tion for the objects, but also ruled out the possibility of static
in such conformation.

're Elfenbein is a test photographer with the Reactlon lMobtors
Division of Thiokol Industries in Rockaway, N, J., recording tests of
cket englnes on static runs (currently testing their rocket motor

» the X=15 experimental "space-plsne' ). He suggested that the
Jtamond-like shapes were reminiscent of the repeating pattern in
»ocket exhausta, but said the line was too irregular, too long, and
¢ld not generally conform ©o rocket exnausts. It was determined that
Reaction liotors was dolng no testling near the Utime of the photograpn.

Ir. lMunsick contacted the adjutant of Picatinny Arsenal, the

huge U. <, Army Ordnance Corps installation outside of Dover, N. J.,
' northwest of Denville. The members of the Arsenal Photo Lab studied
! the photograph and could reach no conclusion asbout possible causes,
;
i
|

ol
-
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i

either photographical, nor in line with projects at or near the

Arsenzl's sprawling test area,
The Arsenal was asked if there was any Army experimental device

- s sl

or project which might offer a solutlion; was it possible scme sort of
rocka: had been sent high above the earth from Cape Canaveral with a

stroboscople tracking light?
Czolcnel Albert J. Vieinnig, Commander of the Arsenal, replied:

"I rzve discussed this photograph with several knowledgeable
people who are acquainted with tracking flashes and missile firing.

"Thzre does not appear to bz a rational explsnation for the
flashes on the photograph. The line of sight from Denville In the
direction of the moon would lead to a polnt somewhat west of Caps
Canaveral. However, there were no known mlsslle firings at the tims
the pheotograph was taken, Further, if a mlgsile were fired it would
nave to be at an altitude of approximately 3500 mlles above Mlorlda
to be along the line of sight from Denvlillie to ths moon.

"One explanation is thet there was an accidentzal double exposurs
; wlth one of the exposures catching a line of lights either from cars
| on the road or electric bulbs along a road.
} "T am sorry but frankly we are at a loss to provide & unique
' explanation."”

The nature of the Images and their lsyout on the photograph ex-

cludes the line of lights on moving sutomoblles on a nsarby road
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(U,Se Route 46, major east-west artery from New York City to the Del-
aware Water Gapn, runs nearby) even if a double exposure were a satlg-
factory answer., |

Ir. Munsick undertook a study of high intenslty street lighting
devlices which line Denville's mailn street, Broadvway. The 25 foot tall
supports hold very bright lights indeed, but full caps atop bthe lamps
-orestall a direct beam of light goling up from the fixbture. Ths
coniormation of the lamps along the street does not fit in with the
photographic layout; the number of images likewlse does not coincide
with the number of streetlights. The lights are not visible from the
point whasre the telescope rested; they are somewhat to the east of
the 1ins of sight to the moon.

c2mes S. Pickering, Assistant Astronomer at the Hayden Planetar-
ium - ""useum of Natural History in New York City was asked for his
comment, Nr. Pickerlng was at a loss to glvo any explsnation for ths
phenomenon seen in the photograph, but suggested that a static explose
ion in MMr, Wilson's camera was the cause. He added his Tirm belief
that there was nothing "up there" to cause the image in the photograrh

The photographs were submitted to the photography department of
LOOK lagazine in New York; again no explanation whatever was forth-
comling, only the comment that the photo was certainly unique.

£ vislt to LIFY llagazine's offices, however, prompted somewhat
more ective Interest, Willlam J. Sumits, Chief of the Photographic
Laeboratory, requested permission to undertake additional study of
the photographs and the film, which was granted with iir, VWiillson, lir.
Munsick, Mr. Sumits' assistent George Karas, and others present,
Extremely hlgh magnification of one portion of the negative (whieh
»23ulted in an area enlargement from the orilginal view of well over
#2230 times) indicated the V shsped bursts of light were partially
j ~astrated by mysterious black uvars running on each side of ths lmages
arallel to the line of objects. In some of the objects, these two
vlack bars formed what look like black pincers cloasing in on the
wlder part of the V of light, as though on plvots &t the narrowsr
1)0rt10n0

re Sumits strongly ruled out the possibility of eny typs of
static, after comperison with LIFE's files on all kinds of photograph-
ic statlc., He offered his conviction that the photograph was of an
actual object somewhere above the earth, speeding at tremendous vel-
oclvy, and apparently reflecting or emitting an intermittent light,
He suggested further investigation and suggested contacting the var-
ious 2zencles conducting space and missile research.

\ 288 Ruth Lester, of LIFE's Picture Bureau, requested an enlarged

print of the original photograph, along with the initial report on
the czz2 submitted 29 April 1959 by Mr. lMunsick. She also asked to

be kept informed of the result, if eny, of more intensive future in-
veatizzations,

Jonathan Leonard, Sclence Fditor of TINE Magazine, expressed a
complete skepticism aboubt the validity of the pnotograph, insisting
that the cause must lay somewhare in the csmera or telescope; but he
repeated he hadn't the feintest idea of the real explanation. He
made 1€ qulte clear he was totally disinterested in any such photos.

lir., lunslck discussed the photograph with Prof. Ralph Van Arnem,
agtronomer and member of the Mathematics Faculty of Lehigh Universltcy
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Professor Ven Arnam expreased surpriss
at the photograph end, like the others contacted, said he had never
seen anything like it before. He said he doubted very much thet ths
plcture was of any normal celestial object, but felt the photograph
was a true recording of something other than s photographic or optic-

al phenomenon within the equipment. He, too, asked further informa-
tlon about any future results.

sille k| P Shdh o iy 5 4
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORT "MOON=-OBJECTS" PHOTOGRAPH PAGE FOUX

- Two theories have been advanced about the flight of the would-be
objects. One holds that the images represented two lines of objects,
the left«~hand group arcing in toward earth and spirallng slightly,
thus explaining the slight up-and-down deviatlion in thc erc; end the
right-hand group angling in nearly a stralght line downward and away
from the camera.

The second 1s similar, holding that if the photograph is actual-
ly a true recording of 34 objects, the left-hand group appeared to be
comlng toward the camera in an arc while the right-hand group was
doing the seme but with a more obtuse path and further away.

Considering the possiblility of a temperature inversion (although
the extreme clarlity of the objects, thelr regularity end brightness,
would s=esem to preclude this answer), the U, S. Vieather Bureau was
asked for information 2bout the conditions aloft during the period in
which the photograph was taken (the photograph was not mentioned).

Mr. Ls L. Means, Chlef of the Public and Agricul tural Forecasts
Sectlion of the Weather Bureau, U. S, Department of Commerce, replied
from VVashington: _

"...we are enclnsing a graph of the atmosphere from a sounding
teken at Tdlewild, New York, epproximately 7:00 p.m. E.S.T. lMarch 18,
Although there were no temperature inversions present, there were two
layers of isothermal charezter in the lower levels. There did exist
an inversion at the tropopause level near 38,000 feet and it is rea-
sonable to assume that simllar condltions existed over Denville, lew
Jerseyooo

"The weather observations taken at Newark Airport betwsen 8:31
p.,m. and 9:54 p.m. inclusive show generally overcast at approximately
12,000 feet with less than 5/10 cloud cover at 6,000 feet, The sur-
race visibility was 15 mlles with winds from the east about 10 knots.

"Our radiosonde balloons released around 7:00 p.m. would not be
lighted as they are followed by radar procedures. With winds gener-
ally from the west the Idlewild equlpment would have blown out to sea
snd 1€ 1s unlikely that it would have been visible by vou. The
racdiosondes released at Buffaloe and Pittsburgh could hardly have
reacnhied your erea until near midnight, i1f indeed they stayed aloft
that long."

Enclosed 1s additional data and compubtatlons which glve estimates
of the area and possible speed of the objects when experimentel est-
images of the distance from the telescope are glven, In the table
and calculations, the "A-B Length" is the straight-line distance
perpendicular to the line of sight, betwesn the extreme outside
objects in the arc, and does not attempt to take into consideration
the esre length itself, nor any three-dimensional quslities.

ABOUT THE MOOXN

Tha I'irst quarter for March occurred the night before the expos-
ure wzs3s rmade, or 17 March 1959,

rigures for Apogee and Perigee for the month of March (indicatiig
the distances at the farthest and closest) according to Sky and Tele=-
acope Magazine, are as follows:

Date GMT EST Distance in lliles Diameter
Apogee 14 Ja 4a 251,800 201 29"
Perigee 26 Oa 4a 224,100 33! og"
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If the dlstance 1s
estlimated to be:

4.8 feet

OeO

19

o8

76

182 .5
3035
610
1200

3

1

S

10

23

S0

100
oS00
1000
5000
10,000
650,000
100,000
279,380

feet
feet
feet
feet
feet
feat
feet
feet
mile
mile
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
nmiles

miles #
tuossuming one object rather than more up to 354.

&A+Prom one mile distant and up speeds are supersonic.
#This is the distance of the moon.

e 045

091
. 181

0635
o720
1lad
2e9
5.8
11,6
RJa2
46
231.8
46346
1159
2518
4656
4,4
8.8
44

88
440
880
2000

Then the A-B length 1s:

feot
feet
feet
teet
feet
feet
feet
feet
feet
feet
feet
ieet
feot
faet
feet
feet
mlles
miles
miles
mlles
miles
miles
miles

SeC.

: PAGE YFIVE
COMPUTATIONS OF LINEAL AREA AND SPEED OF OBJECTS (DISTANCES SUPPLIED)

%

exposure

77

1.55

5.09

6.19

12.4

25

50

09

198

306

3t 702
3,960
7,920
19,800
39,600
79,200
395,000
792,000
3,960,000
7,920,000
39,600,000
79,200,000
180,000,000

The speed at 1/25

1s:

MPH
ITPH
NMPH
MPH
MPH
MPH
MPH
MPH
MPH
I1TPH
vioH
MPH
11PH
1TPH
MPH
I1PH
W PH
MPH
MPH
MPH
MPH
MPH
MPH

I'n be moving at or near the speed of light the objects would have ©o
nn about 7 billion million miles away, and span a distance of over 60
m.1lion million miles in 1/25th seec.

The dlameter of the moon is 2,160 miles.

PERTINENT DATA

ON COMPUTATIONS

The approximate distance of

the moon at the time of the exposure was 229,350 miles (courtesy of

Hayden Planetarium).
to be ,C4 degress, or 34 .

Thq apprarent diameter of the moon 1s calculated
The size of the A-B line (see p, 4) is

calculated to be .50 degrees by comparison with the moon image, or
2,000 miles,

If the <o’ e
(agsuminz

-

of 51,000 RPM.
three, the rate is 17,000 RPM, if four 12,750 RPM, etc.

¢t or objects are revolving to produce the sporadic imags
one continuous path) they are revolving at an average rats
There belng two facets reflecting the rate is halved,



