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REPLY TO

ATTN OF;

SUBJECT:

TO:

HEADQUARTERS

ADODI-B

Unusual Radar Sighting (U)

ATIC, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

The attached message, received by this Headquarters from

26th Air Division (SAGE), is forwarded for your informa-

tion and necessary action. The delay in forwarding this

information was necessitated by an inquiry to Headquarters

USAF for an interpretation regarding the reporting to ATIC

unknowns originating in the air defense system. This pro-

blem is presently being coordinated at this Headquarters

and you will be advised of the results as well as any ex-

pected increase in reports that may be forwarded from this

Command.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Dic ine G
hf A hoe y f

rather Av) fpvtsne
Nt st afore LOL; he, Ore Peas

DOUGLASS W. EISEMAN
Colonel, USAF

Director of Intelligence

1 Atch

lL cy Msg fm-26th AD,

Unknown Incident, 3

May 59
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COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO OFFICE SYM



OO RJEDNB RJWFAL

DE RJEZSN 54

P 951652

I'M COMDR 26TH NORAD DIVISION

TO RJEDNB/COMDR EASTERN NORAD REGION

INFO RJWFAL/COMDR ADC

RJIWFAL: COMDR CINCNORAD

RJEDNB/COMDR EADF

BS

* aes/OCO 4-188, SUBSECT IS UNKNOWN INCIDENT 6623-66467 3
MAY 1959. PAR A: APPROX ©9232, FIVE PENDING TRACKS APPEARED, NO
FLIGHT PLANS WERE AVAILABLE. TRACKS WERE CLOSE TO PEASE AFB IN

BOSTON AIR DEFENSE SECTOR AND WITHIN THE AIR DEFENSE IDENTIFICA-

TION ZONE, SPEEDS WERE 2090-460KNOTS, ALTITUDES FROM 7-18, ©00

FEET WITH MAJORITY AROUND 19 THOUSAND FEET. IMMEDIATELY THERE-
a WITHIN 6@ MILES EAST OF BOSTON, MORE TRACKS APPEARED. TEN

DDITION AL AIRCRAFT WERE BROUGHT UP TO 5 MINUTE ALERT, 4 AT
SIRWART, 2 AT WESTOVER AND 4 AT OTIS. FOUR AIRCRAFT WERE AIR-
BORNE AND TWO MORE WERE IN TURN-AROUND. PAR B: A TOTAL OF 18 |

TRACKS WERE INVOLVED. HIGHEST ALTITUDE 36,060 FEET. FOUR TRACKS

WERE LATER

PAGE TWO RJEZSN 54

IDENTIFIED; TWO BY SCRAMBLE AT ©116Z AS NAVY AIRCRAFT; ONE AS A

BOEING 7607 AT ©161Z AND ONE RC-121 AT ©629Z BY REVISED FLIGHT

PLAN. SIX SCRAMBLES PLUS TWO DIVERTS WERE MADE AGAINST EIGHT OF

THE TARGETS BUT ALL FADED PRIOR TO INTERCEPT. THE REMAINING SIX

FADED AND WERE SCRUBBED AFTER LOSING RADAR DATA BETWEEN ©623-

9044Z. PAR C: ALL RADARS IN BOSTON SECTOR WERE CHECKED AND THE

~ COMPUTER WAS CHECKED BY IBM. SECTOR IDENTIFICATION OFFICER CHECKE

WITH NEW YORK AND BOSTON AIR MOVEMENTS IDENTIFICATION SECTION FOR

POSSIBLE MAJOR AIR MOVEMENT. EASTERN NORAD REGION WAS ALSO

CHECKED ee NEGATIVE RESULTS BEING REPORTED. RADAR AND FST-2

AT SITE P-16 AND OTHER SITES WERE CHECKED AND FOUND TO BE IN

ORIENT? TION, PERMANENT ECHO CHECKS WERE ALSO MADE AND SETS
WERE FOUND TO BE TRACKS. TRACKING MERIT WAS GOOD ON ALL TRACKS

AND SHOWED GOOD DATA UNTIL REACHING LAND, OR UNTIL LEAVING THE

BOSTON SECTOR. SOME TARGETS APPROACHED THE COAST, THEN REVERSED
COURSE AND HEADED OUTBOUND. OTHER TARGETS AP PROACHED COAST,
FADED AND WERE EXTRAPOLATED INLAND. ALL TRACKS WERE CHECKED FOR
MULTIPLE PICKUP FROM P-1@6, P-13 AND TEXAS TOWER II. THESE

STATIONS TRACKED THE TARGETS SIMULTANEOUSLY AND SHPARATELY DURING

THE PERIODS, INCLUDING SITE P-19B. BOSTON AIR DEFENSE SECTOR

CHECKED WITH RADAR MAPPING PERSONNEL AT
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PAGE THREE RJEZSN 54 
pd kha Sol

ABOVE SITES FOR VERIFICATION. ALL VERIFIED BLIPS AT THE POSITIONS

ABOVE CONFIRMED THE DIRECTIONS, PAR E: THERE IS NO APPARENT REA-

SON FOR THE UNKNOWN TRACKS. ALL EQUIPMENT WAS FUNCTIONING NORMALLY,

TR DEFENSE ARTILLERY STATED THAT THEIR RADAR ALSO PICKED UP AND

TRACKED 6 OF THESE TARGETS THROUGH THE AREA. HEIGHT READINGS WERE

ALSO TAKEN ON THE TARGETS. EVERYTHING POSSIBLE WAS ACCOMPLISHED

TO CHECK AND VERIFY INPUTS. ALL AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT WERE SCRAMBLED,

INCLUDING SOME FROM ADJACENT SECTORS. THERE WAS NO AIRCRAFT

CARRIER ACTIVITY DURING THE TIME IN QUESTION. PAR F: WX AT THE

TIME WAS: SCATTERED CLOUDS BETWEEN 8 AND 198 THOUSAND FEET.

NANTUCKET SOUNDING AT ©3/6661Z INDICATED THE CHANGE IN REFRACIVE

INDEX WEA ONLY 7 BETWEEN SURFACE AND 1669 FEET. NO DUCTING

POSSIBLE. “a

Br .
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AC-PARAPHRASE NOT REQUIRED EXCEPT PRIOR TO CATAGORY B ENCRYPTION-

PHYSICALLY REMOVE ALL INTERNAL REFERENCES BY DATE-TIME GROUP PRIOR

TO DECLASSIFICATION-NO UNCLASSIFIED REFERENCE IF DATE-TIME GROUP

IS QUOTED
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FROM:

HGS, ADC, ENT AFB, COLORADO SFRINGS, COLO. = Prmrae Lb

/FROM: AFCIN-}Elg oe

EF SECRET MSG FR 26 NORAD DIVISION TO EASTERN NORAD REGION, DTD

| Nerad
‘5 Bay 59, CITE OCO 4-188. DUE TO THE LIMITED DATA AVAILABLE AND

a MATERTAL EVIDENCE, SUCH AS SCOPE FHOTOS, THE

ANALYSIS BY THIS HQ5 WAS NECESSARILY LIMITED. ‘HH CONCLUSIONS

REACHED ARE AS FOLLOWS: I. THE FOURTEEN UNIDENTIFI“£D TRACKS

REFERRED TO IN THE REPORT SHOW ALL INDICATIONS OF BEING FAISE

TARGETS. II. THE FACT THAT NO SCRAMBLED A/C CONTACTED ANY TARGET

CAN BE TAKEN AS ASSURANCE THAT THE TARGETS. WERE PROBABLYFAISE,

Ill. THE FACT THAT SEVERAL RADARS PICHUD UP THE SAME "TARGET"

IS NOASSURANCE THAT THE TARGETS WERE REAL. IV. WHILE THE REPORT ©

STATES THAT DUCTING WAS NOT POSSIBIE, THE FACT REMAINSTHAT
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Location Pease AirForce Base, N. He IWWOosTErS ALT)I

Data 3 May 1959 Hour (2) 00232-00162
ete ee a renee ae ee

Wx Seatbered clouds between 8 and 10 thousand ft.
A LLC RT COC tt ANN ER tant ny ath eet Eh Sees einer apenas -pinyctatennnmer ow ae

Description _ Five tracks appeared on radar, speeds were 200-00 knots, altitudes
ey

f£com 7-138 thousand ft with majority around 10 thousand ft immediately thereafter
Within or Boston, more A total of IO tracks Weare involved.

Highest als itude 36,000 eee Some tar sere ap poached the coast, then reversed course

OV mo

Direction of Motion Varied
—— erencent ne np tn et RA ee ee

Satellite: (AFGIN-\F3, Phone 69219) _ -
a ramenes tm

~
Oea ee ee

Astronomical Phenomena (Meteor, Comet, Planet, ets)

Radar Analysis (AF¥CIN-4.21)_
nena ee ae oa ee

a ene tee nr a aecey

Natural Phemomena (Ball Lightning, etc)
otne

Aircraft, Balloons, Airships, etc.

Other

Evaluation of Source Reliability

pane

Qo

Analysis and Conclusions: The fourteen unidentified tracks referred to in

leES

ar 2

show @l11 indications of being false targets. While the report states that duct
was not possible, the fact remains that many radars do show noxplaine 34 return

which must be dus to soma type of peculiar transmisaio
»
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