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12. CONCLUSIONS1. DATE 2. LOCATION

Was Balloon

Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

Camp Pendleton, C

4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

0 Ground-Vi sual O Ground-Redor

OD Air Visual

3. DATE-TIME GROUP

Was Aircraft

Probably Aircraft
Possibly Aircroft

Local.

omt__.01./03432Z Oct 65
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one Northerly
“#) 7

2-3 secs

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Silverish-blue @j w/twice speed of jet a/c Description & data indicate meteor
[Flight straight & level for 2-3 secs at observation.

which time the obj disappeared into a

cloud. Alt estimation at 70° &. obj moved

thru about 25° are in azimuth,
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ASTRONOMY "i 7 WA

Amateur Discovers
Two New Comets

See Front Cover

A BRITISH SCHOOL, teacher and amateur
astronomer has reported Sighting two new

a comets.

Comet Alcock 1959f, as one is called
(named after its discoverer, George Al-
cock), is the brightest comet seen in several

‘ayears. It was first seen on Aug. 30.
The photograph on the cover of this

week’s Science News Lerter is a ten-
gminute exposure of the comet, taken at the
4U.S. Naval Observatory, Flagstaff, Ariz., on

} Tuesday morning, Sept. 1. The short lines
qs0ing across the picture are
trailed because the

stars. They are
plate was moved during

@exposure to follow the comet's motion.
Comet 1959, the other comet discovered

mya by Mr. Alcock, is reported to be not as
eng bright as Comet 1959f, It also lacks the tail
Seg observed on Comet 1959f.

Science News. Letter, September 19,.1959: 9
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29 September 1959q No Case (Information Only)

j Buffalo, Texas

—————__ |

TRANGE ASPECTS OF

q TEXAS BRANIFF CRASH
On the front page of the November 1959

issue of the Bulletin, comment pertaining:

\ to the crash of a Braniff Airways turbo-;

(Ye 0 prop airliner elicited further information
ies from David Wuliger; APRO member in
AN. Houston, Clippings containing press state-|
NY ments made by R. B, Carleton, vice-,
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Eye-witness W. S. Webb testified that~

he had just goneto bed on the nightof

September 29 when, while gazing out~ \

the window, he “saw a light in-the sky.I thought it was lightning at first, it
it didn’t disappear. A few seconds Jater |

a ball of fire that looked like a star |

Ne
(president in charge of operations for

Braniff, included the following informa-

tion: Carleton, who had been leading a

crew of airline technicians investigating

the crash scene, said an engine explosion

said that ease 9ae.chopra in a recor:

hrs Setin ey TE NES BARELY

“may have caused~ the. crash...HeMing

|

THE A. PLR. BULLETIN .|

ered portion of the 113,000 pound airplane |
showed signs of tremendous exterior heat, |

but that the blast which disintegrated the ;

big ship did not come from within the |

plane. A veteran Air Force pilot testified |

before a three-man Civil Aeronautics |

Board that he bad seen a massive, mush-

room-shaped red stationary glow in the

area on the night of the crash. The

otiicer, Maj. R. O. Braswell of Ellington

AFB, Houston, was on his way from

Shreveport, La., to Lufkin in a C-47 when

he spotted the atomie-cloud-shaped burn-

ing mass, three to five degrees above

shot through the sky. Then J] heard a

noise like something was falling through

the sky. It was a whooshing, shrill sound.

I guess the fire ball was two-thirds of

‘

i

the way from the ground when it ex-

ploded.”

A 39-year-old retired engineer, Jackie

J. Cox, testified: “I. was going home to

Buffalo when I noticed a low lying cloud

in the sky and heard the noise of a plane

which sounded louder than normal. You

could feel the vibrations on the ground.

I heard the plane for about 10 seconds

7 and then saw a bright orange light in the
sky. it spread to cover the entire sky,
as if phosphorous or magnesium were

burning.” Mr. Cox said after he had

driven about a half a mile he noticed |

another flash, which appeared twice. Af- |

ter the second flash there was a noise

like thunder.

Billie Guyton of Centerville testified |

that he noticed a small glow spread to

cover the sky, that he saw a falling

object come from the glow, first goingTM
forward and then. straight down. After:

si bim—an enormous thing, he said.

The Houston Press reported on Decem-

4 ber 10 that 280 Fort Hood soldiers fanned |

a out through the woods and fields near ;

a Buffalo on December 9 in further efforts
a to turn up additional piecesof the air-'

eo liner, which crashed on 29 September| noise. =e J
‘a 1959. CAB investigator John Cyrocki de-| It appears that something els@ was in

nied reports that a deadly air-to-air Side-| the sky that night near Buffalo—some-

the object, fall, behead a: thancoe-lie
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4 winder missile had somehow broken free thing in a cloud, At the same time, in
oe and homed in on the airliner, causing the | the same location, an airliner carried 4

p=oplie to their deaths.

On Cetober 21st, the Houston Press

a reported details of the hearing which.

i teak place in the Buffalo, Texas gym:|
nasium. Several of the statements by

witnesses are most important, CAB in- |
a vestigator Joseph Zamuda said that at |

11 p.rn., just 9 minutes defore the crash,|

the flight engineer had loyged the fact

Ng ‘hat they were crutsing af 15,000 feet,

air speed 275 knots, al} engine insixu-}
ments norma}, .. is RE 08 08 2°

Perhaps this is why 280 military per-

sonnel searched the area for the second

time weeks aiter the initial investigaticn

and search were completed.
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