
PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

2 LOCATION CONCLUSIONS

Washington, Georgia (Sharon &

1. DATE | ~ ~
~

.

0 Wos Balloon

12 Oct 59 Crawforsville Ge. ) O Erebably Ballon
3. DATETIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 Possialy Balloon

eyes became: 1 10) ¢ Pe teen E2Ground-Vi sual OG Ground-Radar S Bay eeioh
GMT 0 AirVisual D Air-Intercept Radar (a Possibly Aircraft

eweHe OS) LUa geiee aaes G Piceray Mamtoniéal
DNe Military & Civilian lo Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8 NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE x Other__Cloud Seeding
Pat ti nov = ar tigient Dato for Evaluation

N/A N/A sta
10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS -

Gossamer type substance, like spider webs, The material was analyzed and found

‘Icontinued to fall fm the sky for approximatel to contain elements used in cloud
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HEADQUARTERS

2853D AIR BASE WING

Robins Air Force Base, Georgia

TO SPEED DELIVERY OF

YOUR REPLY, PLEASE

ADDRESS COMMUNICATION

TO ATTENTION OF

WRBB

SUBJECT: Unidentified Material 15 October 1959

TO: ATIC

Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

l.. At approximately 1300 hours 12 October 1959, 4.

Sq wei. Announcer, WAM Radio Station,

Wei Georgia, reported by telephone to Mr. C.

L, Parkerson, Deputy Base Provost Marshal, Robins ng

AF Base, that unidentified objects were falling from the
sky in and around the City of Washington, Georgia.

a 2. MSgt James L, Hopkins and TSgt Frank Miguel, Air
Police Supervisors, Base Provost Marshal Division,

RAFB, were assigned to conduct a preliminary investi-

gation of this incident. Sgt's Hopkins and Miguel arrived

on the scene at 1720 hours 12 October 1959. At this time

the weather was clear and no clouds were observed,

Further, no objects “Soe observed falling from the sky

by Sgt's —_ and The following personnel

were intervieWed:

<. SRSAOMe, 2.550,
Quam Ga; ace, 34; education, college. (Attach-

ment Nr. 1)

>, SP Crawfordville, Ga;

age, 35; education, high school, (Attachment Nr. 2)

C. NEE,Wilkes County;
age, 65, (Attachment Nr. 3)



Washington, Ga; age, 58. (Attachment Nr. 4)

e. Cap 2ouse wife; age, 59;

Sharon, Ga. (Attachment Nr. 5)

f, i as a ae Georgia State Patrol,

Post Nr. 17; Washington, Ga. (Attachment Nr. 6)

3, A review of the statements made by the above 
listed per-

sonnel revealed the following:

a. The objects sighted were described at two (2)

different elevations. At about 2, 000 feet, and when directly

in line with the sun, the objects were described as a
rtificial

snow or angel hair; at tree-top level, the objects 
were des-

cribed as threads from 10! to 50' long connected at 3/
4"

intervals by minute particles resembling snow flakes. The
color of these threads was reported to be the sarmn

e color

asa spider web. The observers stated that many thousands

of these thread-like objects were seen floating in the
 air and

falling to the ground. Approximately ten (10) of the ''threads"

were reported to have a small pea size red object, re
sembling

a spider, at one end, When hitting the ground or 
becoming

lodged on tree limbs or wires, the threads would r
emain

visible for a few minutes and then disappear.

b. The objects were observed at the following locati
ons

and times:

(1) Three anda half (3 1/2) miles north of Sharon,

Georgia at the farm house of Mr. i located on Highway

Nr. 47. The objects were first noticed at about 1145 hours

12 October 1959 by 2 woman, identified only as ‘i, when

she looked directly into the sun. A ee
resident of subject farm house, who was called fr

om the



house by ‘QQ, in substance gave the following account

of what she first observed: "I saw an object traveling at

not too fast a rate of speed from southeast to west. There

was a stream of illusive substance traveling behind which

seemed as large as the vapor from a jet plane. It (the

object) was as large as a football and either brown or

black in color and at no time vered (veered) from the

course,!!

wppaeaiies, Washington, Georgia. Objects were

observed at about 1400 hours 12 October 1959,

(3) Highteen (18) miles northeast of Washington,

Georgia on Highway 79, Objects were noticed at about 1500

hours 12 October 1959,

c. QUMMNNEERES Georgia State Patrol, stated that
at about 1500 hours 12 October 1959, while mowing his lawn

in the rear of his residence located on Grove Street in

Washington, Georgia, he observed on the grass of his

lawn two (2) white or gray streaks, approximately 8 inches

wide and ten (10) feet long, extending from east to west,

He did not know how these streaks got on his lawn, Sat

Hamerick stated that he observed the streaks for a few

moments, decided that they were a fungus or mold,

and mowed across them, As the lawn mower went over

the streaks, a gray dust rose into the air about twenty (20)

inches high and settled back to the earth rapidly. Samples

of the dirt in Sgt Hamerick's yard, and grass from his

lawn mower, were taken for chemical analysis by Mr.

Robert Boyd, Chemist, Materiel Division, RAFB,

On 14 October 1959, Mr. William Sheppard, Supervisor

Chemist, FB, reported that the samples obtained

from Set yard contained silver halides micro

residue, plete analyses of the samples has not

been completed as of the date of this report.



d. The weather conditions in and around Washington,

Georgia were as follows: visibility 12 miles; 1/10 cloud cover;

winds from the east at 5 knots; 080 degrees, The wind direc-

tion and velocity at 6,000 feet was 330 degrees, 10 knots, The

temperature gradient was minus 2° C/1, 000 feet.

4. Contacts were made to check on possible sightings and/or

contamination of the air by objects in and around Washington,

Georgia with RAFB Weather Personnel and Georgia State

Health Department Laboratory, Macon, Georgia. Negative

results were obtained.

5, The following activities were consulted:

Det 13, 4th Weather Gp ~ Major Wilson

6th District OSI - Lt Colonel Bitcon

Base Operations - Major Porter ay

Chemical and Materials Laboratories - William Sheppard

Det ll, 12 RBS - Captain James H. MacInnis

6. Upon receipt of final chemical analyses and any conclusions
to be drawn therefrom, a final report will be submitted.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

ROBERTT. RUST 7 Atch

Major, USAF 1. Stmt

Base Provost Marshal 2. Stmt
3. Stmt

4, Stmt

5. Strmt

6. Stmt

7. Map of Washington,

Ga Area
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Reports of angel hair still come in occasionally to ATIC

the explanation is not immediately obvious, are investigated. On

the afternoon of October 12, 1959, officials at Robbins Air Force

Base, Georgia, received a telephone call stating that unidentified

substances were falling from unknown objects in the sky near

the town of Washington. Two Air Force investigators arrived in the

town before evening to interview the witnesses and examine the

material.

The first sighting had occurred shortly before noon, when a farm

woman noticed an object in the sky, traveling not particularly fast

from southeast to west. A stream of peculiar-looking substance,

broad as the vapor trail of a jet plane, was trailing behind and

floating toward the earth. The object itself was “as large as a foot-

ball,” brown or black in color, and maintained a perfectly straight,

even course. A few hours later in a town a few miles northeast, a

man mowing his lawn noticed on the grass two whitish-gray streaks

about ten feet long and eight inches wide, extending frorn east tooe

west. Deciding that the peculiar streaks were a fungus or a mold,

he mowed across them; at once a gray dust rose about twenty inches

into the air and then settled back to earth.

The Air Force investigators took samples of the dusty earth and

grass for analysis. Chemical tests showed the presence of silver io-

place posed a problem, butdide, Finding silver in such an unlikely p

also pointed the way to a solution. Silver iodide and other silver

alides are used in cloud seeding to produce rain; long “plumes”

of this material, ejected from planes, have been successfully tracked

in meuntainous country for distances of thirty-five miles downwind.

diasright places produced the answer: research

teams from the Universitv of Georgia at Athens and from the Lock-

at Marietta had been in the air that day, carrying out

experiments in cloud seeding. The angel hair was the silver iodide

used in the experiment [10].
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AccICMovariment of Public Satety
Pp. 0, BOX 1" BUREAU OF

On the afternoon of October 12, 1959, I was a
v my residence on

EE?:: atm 60" 2°.

At approximately 3 otclock in the afternoon
 of this date, +

of my home, using 4 motor driven roto
r type mowers

I came to a section near 4 shade tree and
 L noticed

extending from an Bast to “est
for a len:th of perhaps ten

medium

began mowing my jawn in the 
rear

ig the job of mowing progressed,ecorrectly, grey streaks

eight inches wide and extendin
g

ot a bright nor 2 Gull grey, but 
of atwo white streaks, or m

or

direction, approximately

et each. The chlor of this streak was nh

yxture.e 1 neticed no light reflection from ite

Myr d4nitial impression was that some type of 
mold or fungus was

nti of grass was vovered and the gre
nresent on the grasSe pe entire length of ea

ch blade gZ
ith this mattere TI noticed no silken strands or similar matte=

itself was also covered W sufi was as if someone with a air pressur
e spray type pair

earance of thisand the app

gan had sprayed the grasse

After Looking at it for a few moments, 1 gecided that it was 2
As the mower went over it, a grey dust ro

se into the «
or mold and mowed on across ite nd settled back to the earth rap

idly.
approximately twenty inches hig
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After mowing the entire section, I no
tice

After mowing the yard, I left my residence and dro
ve up town ary

te sal occurence at a point approximate
ar 7. Accompanied by a frienc, we,

what appeared to be spicer web 
format

mething unusual in my baci yard.eet er

: y=) ~ ss Tae 3s + + en ee +},
wife and I went to the spoe in ub

;

bee since the original grey
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DIVISIONS

STATE PATROL

DRIVERS LICENSE

CRIME LABORATORY

SARETY EQUCATION

ACCIDENT REPORTING

SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY

BUREAU OF INVE STIGATION

Since last evening, + have not been back in the a
rea where this oc

s that might relate to ,this ‘occurence,

and 1 nave not checked the area for any ot
her sign
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HEADQUARTERS

2853D AIR BASE WING

Robins Airc Force Base, Georgia

TO SPEED DELIVERY OF

YOUR REPLY, PLEASE

ADDRESS COMMUNICATION

TO ATTENTION OF

WRBB

SUBJECT:

TO:

Unidentified Material (Final Report) 27 October 1959

ATIC

Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio -

1, Attached Laboratory Report is final report on

substance found at location of Sharon, Georgia on

12 October 1959, We believe this matterto have been

satisfactorily resolved; that subject material is, in

fact, natural phenomenon from cloud seeding efforts,

2. No further investigation is deemed warranted and

case is considered closed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OBERT T. RUST 1 Atch

Major, USAF Laboratory Report

Base Provost Marshal



WARNER ROBINS AIR MATERIEL ALA

DI\UALITY CONTROL VISIO}

QUALITY SIS BR

aboratory repor

TO) 2 BB DATE: 19 Oct 59

DESCRIPTION: Material Residue Allegedly Seen PROJECT NR: C785

Falling From Air in Vicinity of

PURPOSE:

To identify microresidues that may be found on ground and equipment surfaces in

cited area,

FACTOAL DATAs

1 cobweb-like material was claimed to have been seen in the air by several people

at a home between Sharron, Georgia, and GMM Georgia, shortly after noon on

12 Oct 59. A complete report on these sightings will be found elsewhere.

Samples were taken from various locations in the area in which the material was

supposed to have fallen, and are as follows:

Sample #1 - dust from a table top located outside the house, This table top

w28 only partly exposed during the time of the sightings.

Sample # 2 ~ small pieces of weathered insulation taken from exterior electrical

wiring behind the house. It was claimed tha these wires were covered very heavily with

the webs during and shortly after the sightings, but that the webs gradually disappeared.Vie

Sample 7 3 - water from the bottom of an inverted galvanized iron wash tub.

This water supposedly had been there during the sightings.

Sample # 4 - grass cuttings taken from the bottom of 2 lawn mower, This

lawn mower was new and had been used one time only in the yard of a house belonging

to ee of the Georgia Hizhway Patrol, located in (Mm Georgia. [%t

had been used to mow over an area discolored by 3 gray-white pawdery substance. (See

meet, siatencnt.)

#5 — taken from the top surface of (pet5224 cross the
rbove-mentioned discolored area. This sample included soil, grass, rocks, and tree
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Spectrographic analysis of all samples, or of aqueous oO si tractions of

samples.

p,

Wet chemical analysis of samp. for non-metal elements.
E

TC To

bove results snow ies
Wet chemical

Sample # 1 -— No foreign elementse

Sample # 2 — Slight Amount of Silver presen.

Sample # 3 - Veryslight amount of silver present.

Sample # 4 -— Highamount of silver present. .

Sample # 5 — Slight amount of silver present.

All samples contained elements normally expected to be in the particul
ar type

sample. The the elements 1 1d forei
s

2

to the samples

halides, butc

The presence of silver even in small concentraticthe samples were taken is very significant, aa iene
ide i
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mound could have caused the phenomenon. Silver iod

and other silver halides have been used. Research in this field is constantly being

carried on, and it is understood that the University of Georgia in Athens 
has bees en-

caged in a research project of this type. It has since been learnedthat the Lockheed

Companyin Marietta possibly is also engaged in a similar programe

Literature on the subject uses the tern smoke" as coming from silver i
odide

zenerators. The 1959 Enjeyelopedia Americana Annual states that "plumes of this materiz!

(silver iodide) were successfully tracked in mountaineus country up to 35
 miles down-

wind*, These terms seem to be descriptive of that which was seen.

Tt is @ good possibility that ci oud seeding with a silver salt could have caused

the phenomenon.



’ 22 October 1959 :

SUBJECT: © Flash Report on UFO, Sharon, Georgia - |

The following information is report 2a bo you because of the-fact. it -has
received scme public attentionmand ena Ad ana over TV station Ww of Georgia,
As such, the General or his staff may be gontse red in regard to this ma ¥ ber end,

of course,- inquiries will ne wade Xito you. . ;

At 1300 hours, 1). Oct. 59,. a ‘gossamar silkelike substance pvaeiunsa tofall from ee :
the sky over Sharon, Ga.-for almost.2 hours. According to UFO-reguiationa,:this|

material. was-investigated by: the Provost Marshal's office, . Bopp ine: bgt Ge, under
the: personalmspeck ign: oFie Ss, Rust «

In a telephone Sc eeee aK between Maj.‘Friend‘ana:AMaje, Rust regarrding the: Sit
best approach to this problem,. it» was. explained to Maj. Fust- that..incidents’ of aresef
this type (called angels’ hair) have been reported numerous times: during.the : last’:
ten years. Ja, puss, wast:Eo Ai bars to Soitest panp.es, of this Substance. Bae natant ae at #2

sasookaddaoly <1 of: the Georgie ‘State Police. was; able fo" sbhaesPy nee
coins portion of: this: substance. which,’ through ‘2-investigators assigned by Majo ie
Fast, was”pmubmitted to hed Ieatareae#ene materials daboratorys poUyaNe AFBaOR. eer a,

‘The vapors Sele:by ‘ioepeuueraikery: S Nemtati?of: this. imbanateey. Sancdion a ~ al
Sursory. analysis, substantially is as followss: The material is effectively a.

5 silver halid and a halogen type. compound. which may be a form of industrial’ wastes . Aim

A more detailed chemical examination webe required to establish the ezngt
ap pea: Wipe . Sn ees

ee Colonel Si sop This’4s SABRE:pindler to cases where Sndusteial inet nicest
haves been apewed into the air and carried for great distances, such as, cellulose,i
cotton 1in¥;: ‘and other eased, wastes. Ree 3 5 OPA page gi od es

Maj e Friend plotted the.vind: direction, which ‘was ‘generally W to E, aria
found the industrial towns: of. Atlanta (70 miles) and Augusta (approximately 30.
miles) were ‘almost. due. west of Sharon: Ga., the scene of this ‘UFO C8860. =.

‘ . 7 . 3
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