PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE ' 2. LOCATION . CONCLUSIONS

Washington, Seorgia (Sharon %

L ARNBESISEN o  CRRNTOrERIT LN . )

2. DATE-TIME GRCUP ' 4, TYPE OF OBSERVYATION

Wos Belloon
Probebly Balloon
Possioly Balloon

0oQ

e -

noo ono o

Has Aircraft
Probably Aircraoft
Possibly Aircraft

Local __1_-3_0_0__________ SGround-Yisudl O GCround-Radar

(ML B Al A RS XIS e Tl L e Wl e O AirVYisuodl O Air-Intercept Radar
5. PHOTOS pgj;sical Specimen 6. SOURCE
es

|
SiNo Military & Civilian l

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE (X% Other___Cloud Seeding
Fadd i C Insufficient Doto for Evaluction

O Unknown
N/A N/A Ry {

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS .
Gossamer type substance, like spider webs, The material was analyzed and found
{continued to fall fm the sky for approximatel to contain elements used in cloud
2 hrs. Some witnesses described it as webe seeding cperations.
111ke strings w/red pea sized objs, like
spiders, at the ends.

Was Astronomical
Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical
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HEADQUARTERS
2853D AIR BASE V/ING

Robins Air Force Base, Georgia

TO SPEED DELIVERY OF
YOUR REPLY, PLEASE
ADDRESS COMMUNICATION
TO ATTENTION OF

WRBB

SUBJECT: Unidentified Material 15 October 1959

TO: ATIC
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

I, At approximately 1300 hours 12 October 1959, Siib.

R ey Announcer, YR Radio Station,
W Ceorgia, reported by telephone to Mr, C,
L., Parkerson, Deputy Base Provost Marshal, Robins

AF Base, that unidentified objects were falling from the
sky in and around the City of Washington, Georgia.

2., MSgt James L, Hopkins and TSgt Frank Miguel, Air
Police Supervisors, Base Provost Marshal Division,

RAFDB, were assigned to conduct a preliminary investi=-
gation of this incident, Sgt's Hopkins and Miguel arrived
on the scene at 1720 hours 12 October 1959, At this time

the weather was clear and no clouds were observed,
Further, no obJects ere observed falling from the sky

by Sgt's ' The following personnel
were interviewed:

T S
“ Ga; age, 34; education, college. (Attach-

ment Nr., 1)

b. TN C:2wiordville, Ga;

age, 35; education, high school. (Attachment Nr. 2)

TR, Vi e s County;

age, 65, (Attachment Nr. 3)

a2
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Washington, Ga; age, 58. (Attachment Nr. 4)

e, mhousewife; age, 959;

Sharon, Ga. (Attachment Nr. 5)

£, . Georgia State Patrol,

Post Nr. 17; Washington, Ga. (Attachment Nr. o)

3. A review of the statements made by the above listed per-

sonnel revealed the following:

a. The objects sighted were described at two (2)
different elevations. At about 2,000 feet, and when directly
in line with the sun, the objects were described as artificial
snow or angel hair; at tree~-top level, the objects were des-
cribed as threads from 10' to 50' long connected at 3/4"
intervals by minute particles resembling snow flakes. The

color of these threads was reported to be the same color

as a spider web, The observers stated that many thousands
of these thread-like objects were seen floating in the air and
falling to the ground. Approximately ten (10) of the ''threads’
ted to have a small pea size red object, resembling

When hitting the ground OT becoming
the threads would remain

were repor

visible for a few minutes and then disappear.

b. The objects were observed at the following locations

and times:

miles north of Sharon,

located on Highway
t 1145 hours

(1) Three and a half (3 1/2)

Georgia at the farm house of Mr,
Nr. 47. The objects were first noticed at abou

12 October 1959 by 2 woman, identified only as 'Y, when
she looked directly into the sun. A H

who was called from the

resident of subject farm house,

-




house by "W}, in substance gave the following account
of what she first observed: 'I saw an object traveling at
not too fast a rate of speed from southezast to west, There
was a stream of illusive substance traveling behind which
seemed as large as the vapor from a jet plane. It (the
object) was as large as a football and either brown or
black in color and at no time vered (veered) from the

course, '

The residence of 4 NNGGNGGGGGNGGN S

, Washington, Georgia, Objects were
observed at a.bout 1400 hours 12 October 1959,

(3) Eighteen (18) miles northeast of Washington,
Georgia on Highway 79, Objects were noticed at about 1500
hours 12 October 1959,

c. NN Ceorgia State Patrol, stated that

at about 1500 hours 12 October 1959, while mowing his lawn
in the rear of his residence located on Grove Street in
Washington, Georgia, he observed on the grass of his
lawn two (2) white or gray streaks, approximately 8 inches
wide and ten (10) feet long, extending from east to west,
He did not know how these streaks got on his lawn, Sat
Hamerick stated that he observed the streaks for a few
moments, decided that they were a fungus or mold,

and mowed across them, As the lawn mower went over
the streaks, a gray dust rose into the air about twenty (20)
inches high and settled back to the earth rapidly. Samples
of the dirt in Sgt Hamerick's yard, and grass from his
lawn mower, were taken for chemical analysis by Mr,
Robert Boyd, Chemist, Materiel Division, RAFB,

On 14 October 1959, Mr, William Sheppard, Supervisor
Chemist, F'B, reported that the samples obtained

from Sgt yard contained silver halides micro
residue, plete analyses of the samples has not

been completad as of the date of this report.




d. The weather conditions in and around Washington,
Georgia were as follows: visibility 12 miles; 1/10 cloud cover;
winds from the east at 5 knots; 080 degrees, The wind direc-
tion and velocity at 6,000 feet was 330 degrees, 10 knots, The
temperature gradient was minus 2% C/1, 000 feet.

4. Contacts were made to check on possible sightings and/or
contamination of the air by objects in and around Washington,
Georgia with RAFB Weather Personnel and Georgia State

Health Department Laboratory, Macon, Georgia., Negative
results were obtained.

5. The following activities were consulted:

Det 13, 4th Weather Gp ~ Major Wilson
6th District OSI - Lt Colonel Bitcon

Base Operations - Major Porter
Chemical and Materials Laboratories - William Sheppard

Det 11, 12 RBS - Captain James H. Maclnnis

6. Upon receipt of final chemical analyses and any conclusions
t0 be drawn therefrom, a final report will be submitted.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

S

ROBERT T. RUST 7 Atch

Major, USAF l. Stmt of
RBase Provost Marshal 2. Stmt of
3. Stmt of
4, Strmmt of

,

O.

7. Map of Washington,
Ga Area
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feports of ancel nair stilt come in occasionally to ATIC and, if ¢ ey
the explanation is not immediately obvious, are investigated. On A b

the afternoen of October 12, 1059, officials at Robbins Air Force f' ey
Base, Georgia, received a telephone call stating that unidentified & Frnt st "“;

substances were falling from unknown objects in the sky near

the town of Washington. Two Air Force investigators arrived in the oy %ﬁl’é—?
town betore evening to interview the witnesses and examine the E 1"‘"4
material. * L ‘

The first sichting had occurred shortly before ncon. when a farm % S hy
woman noticed an object in the sky, traveling not particularly fast TR
from scutheast to west. A stream of peculiar-looking substance, b
broad as the vapor trail of a jet plane, was trailing behind and th
floating toward the earth. The object itself was “as large as a foot- : ' E
ball,” brown or black in color, and maintained a perfectly straight, ‘ Ty Ak
even course. A few hours later in a town a few miles northeast, a rfk:p
man mowing his lawn noticed on the grass two whitish-gray streaks '?{,
about ten feet long and eizght inches wide, extending frorm east to :
west, Deciding that the peculiar streaks were a funzus or a mold, ;i
lie mowed across them; at once a gray dust rose about twenty inches e ‘

into the air and then settled back to earth.
The Air Force investigators took samples of the dusty earth and
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arass for analvsis. Chemical tests showed the presence of silver io- : s
dide. Finding silver in such an unlikelv place posed a problem, but * .

o pointed the way to a solution. Silver iodide and other silver
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halides are used in cloud seeding to produce rain; long “plumes” | ;
of this material, ¢jected from planes, have been successtuily tracked | 3R S
. ' . . I - * " % | 1 v r_'f 'ﬁﬁ,:{:-'
in meuntainons country for distances of thirtv-five miles dovwnwind. ' 5,

S
.

A few questions in the right places produced the answer: research
teams from the University of Georgia at Athens and from the Lock-

Y \ T . 1 “t' . !'
heed plant at Marietta had been in

e air that dav. carrving out

-

eriments in cloud seeding, The ancel hair was the silver iodide
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| in the experiment [10].
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ACCIDENT REFORTING

SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY
BUREALl OF INVESTIGATION

p. O, BOX 17T

70 WHOM IT MAX CONCERN ¢

Un the afternoon of October 12, 1959, T was at my residence On

™ : - st Coorsic

At approximately 3 otclock in the afternoon of this date, 2
bezan mowing my lawn in the rear of my home, usinz a motor driven rotor type moweT.
As the job of mowing progressed, I came to a section near & shade tree and 1 noticed
tw0 white streaks, Or moI€ ~ orrectly, grey streaks extending fron an mast to est

sction, appro:&imately eight inches ide and extending for & len-th of perhaps tin
] f a medium

g
fest each. The cdlor o7 this streak was not a bright nor a dull grey, but ol 2
texture. 1 neticed no 1izht reflection from ite

My initial impression Was that some type of mold or fungus WaSs
nrasent on the grasse pis entire length cf each hlade of grass Was zoverad and tn2 ST

v
+an1f was also covered witn this mattere

T noticed nO gilken strands OT similar matie

uwfi was as 1l someone with 2 air pressure spray type Dair

| ¥

I_,._J
and the aprearancs of this
sprayed The gZrasSS.

Acter looking at it Ior 2 few moments, 1l decided that 1
or mold and mowed On aCIOSS it. As The mower went over it, & grey dust rose into tae ¢
tely twenty incies hizgh and settled back to the aarth racidiye

~ mowing the entlire sSsC plonstl noticed that the coloring

s N
ALY

A\

reja":red -'El"f'OU.t thie Salee.

vard, I left my ~osicdence and drove up town 2

2D
had reported an snusual cccurence at a point approximate

*-LJ-‘;;

Aftar mowing th

- - e is apd *

+thare 1 learned +hat someon

on Ceorgia Higimway numdeT ;7. Arcompanied by a friend , N
drcve out and looked at what appeared to De spider web format
+hat I mentioned thav T had something anusual in my back varde.
Returninz home at sunadwn, 7 sife and I wenbt to the spot 11 Gt
vard and 1 pointad out ¥here the streak oI coloring had been, sSiNCe the original zrey
~olocring had COMY letely disappearec —veapt at ths end of one of tha original lines.
e outline of where tne iines nad b=z2n was atill distinguishsd 0 the grass being sS&4
1arkar than the sarrounding grasSsSe
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STATE PATROL
MRIVERS LICENSE
CRIME LARORATORY
SARETY EQDUCATION
ACCIDENT RE PORTING
SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY
BUREAU QOF INVE STIGATION

Since last evening, T have not been back in ins area where tinis OC
hat might relate to,this ‘gccurence,

and 1 have not checkec the area for any other signs ¢

r—-/..f"i'Z.U?

N N [f C e Pk
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HEADQUARTERS
2853D AIR BASE Y/ING

Robins Air Force Base, Georgia

TO SPEED DELIVERY OF
YOUR REPRPLY, PLEASE
ADDRESS COMMUNICATION
TO ATTENTION OF

WRBB

SUBJECT: Unidentified Material (Final Report) 27 October 1959

20 ATIC
Wright-Patterson AFB, CThio -

1, Attached Laboratory Report is final report on
substance found at location of Sharon, Georgia on

12 October 1959, We believe this matter © hava been
satisfactorily resolved; that subject material is, in
fact, natural phenomenon from cloud seeding efforts,

2, No further investigation is deemed warranted and

case is considered closed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OBERT T. RUST 1 Atch
Major, USAF L.aboratory Report

Base Provost Marshal
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PURPOSE ¢

To identify microresidues that may be found on sround 2nd equipment surfaces 1n
cited area,

TACTOAL DATA:

A cobweb-like material was claimed to have been seen 1in the 2air by several people

11.. a home between Sharron, Georzia, and UGN Ceorsia, shortly after noon on
2 Oct 59. A complete report on these sightings will be found elsewnere,

Samples were taken from various locations in the area in wnich the material w=2s
supposad to have fallen, and are as follows:

Sample # 1 - dust from 2 table top located outside the house, This table Top
w23 only partly exposed during the time of the sizhtinzs.

Sample # 2 -~ small pieces of weatherea insulation taken from exterior electrical
wirinz behind the house. It was claimed that these wires were covered very heavily with
the webs during and shortly after the sightings, but that the webs zradually disappeared,

Sample # 3 - water from the bottom of an inverted galvanized iron wash tub.

o4

This water supvosedly had been there during the sightingzs.

Sample 7 L - Srass cuttlngs taken rom the bottom of 2 lawna mower, This

- of

12wn mower was new 2nd had been wused one time only in the yard of a house pelongin

£ o " of the Georgia Hizhway Patrol, lccated in NS, Ccorgia. I"'

a4 been used to mow over an area discolored by a gray-white powdery substance. (See

el st2tement.)

Sample # 5 - taken from the top surface of ”"‘lr‘d across the
1bove-mentioned discolored area, This sample included soil, 2ras cks, and tree
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The presence ol si . ns from such unlikely places as
he samples were ifi | _ indicates that 2 silver con-
nound could have enomenon. ) 5 widely used in cloud seedlng,

2nd other silver i G been used. s field is constantly belng
ried on, and it is understood that The University o rgia in Athens has been en-
n learned that the Locxheed

zad in a research project of this type. It has since
o enzaged in a similar prosram,
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22 October 1959

- .

SUBJECT: ~ Flash Report on UFO, Sharon, Georgia -

‘I-..

The follcowing information 15" re; o*""::d %o jou because of 3he. -fact it has

received scme public attentioniand broadcast-over TV staticn Wl of Georgis,
A3 such, the General or his staff may be contacted 1n regard to this matter &nd.

of course, inquiriea will bo mda to. you.

At 1300 houra, lh Oct 59. a gossamar silk-llke substancé continue?d toﬁll f‘rcm
the sky over Sharon, Ga,- for almost 2 hours., According to UFO.-regulationay:this
matsrial was: inveatigatod by:the Provoat Marahal'a ofﬂ.ce. Robbin.u AFB Ga. under

the personal dlrection of Maj Rust. 8 RO R R A S e 5 E

.In a tolephone conv'ersation 'betwean Maj Friend and Maj. Ruat remr ding tha
best approach to this problem, it was: explained to Maj. Rusat-that incidents of = = ,
this type (called angels' hair) have been reported numerous times. during th& last
Haj Ru.st waa ad'rlsed to collect aamplea of this au'betanc&. i A :,;'.

ton yaara.

Accordinsly. of the oeorgia ‘State Police vas able to bR e )
_ amll portion of this substance. wvhich; through 2 investigators assigned by Maj. et
Rut, was3 anhitted to thc chamicals and materials laboratory. Robbins m fo«,_- i T

-
- it g

'I'ha report mado by tb& aupervisory chmists of: this laboratory. based on &
curaory analysis, substantially is as followss: The material is effectively a

silver halid end a halogen $ype compound which may be e form of industrial- wastes .
A more dotauod chamical examinatlon will be required to establiah the er.aét

compos it ion.

‘I'hia 13 aomewhat aimilar $0 ¢casss where indua trial ﬂubstances

colonel shoop:
air and carried for great distances, such 88, cellulose. 3

hw been apowed into the

' catton lint. and other gaseous waatae. B ik SRy T L o

| Haj . !ritnd plotted tha \rind diraction. uh:lch was generally w to Ee and
"'ound the mdutrial towns: of Atlanta (70 miloa) and Augusta (approximately 30
mlln) weTe alnoat duo west of Sharon. Gae, tho scene of this UFO cese. . = ..
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