
1. DATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION

31 Dee 59 31/2332z Quantico, Va

3. SOURCE YO. CONCLUSION OTHER: GRIMES BEACON LIGHT

military & civilisn _ |vew type identification lights on airliner. Grimes beacon light

$. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION /11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

6 min

6 TYPE OF OBSERVATION

ground & air visual

litple observations.

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

OG Yee

QO Ne

FTD Sep 63 0-329 (TDE) previous editions of this form may be used,
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DISPOSITION FORM

FILE NO. SUBJECT

A (U) Report of Unidentified Aerial Phe parma 7

XK THRU ATP From ATIS DAE 7 Jan 54 /777EXDSPENT 0. 1

ATIA\N Maj 3ebrook/rm

TO ATIAE) 52233/B263/PC44

ATTN Capt Hardin

1, While on a trip to the Director of Intelligence in connection with Project

60006, Maj C. R. Glasebrook was requested by Lt Col Smith in Gen Samford's Office

to proceed to Quantico Marine Base to investigate the report of flying saucers,

2. Photographic equipment was procured through Lt Col Thacker, Air Attache

Branch, and the control tower at Bolling Air Force Base, His instructions were to.

evaluate the phenomena and if it was something explainable to give that to the Mae

rines to relay to the press and if something that could not be contributed to natural

causes, the Marines were to be given a copy of the written report at a later cate,

3. Maj Glasebrook proceeded to Quantico at 1800 hours arriving at 1900 hours

going to the Tank Park in the Guadalcanal Area and reporting to Maj Ferguson,

Marine PIO, Maj Ferguson briefed him on the happenings of the past three nights.

At 1945 hours a Marine corporal reported that the phenomena was appearing again,

‘|Maj Glasebrook and Maj Ferguson went outside and observed a flashing red light

which appeared in the north and passed over the northeast section of the Danger Area

in a southeasterly direction, It was readily apparent that this was the Grimes Bea-

con on a commercial air liner as Maj Glasebrook could see both wing tip identifica-

tion lights at one time, in addition to the Grimes Beacon, This information was

given to Maj Ferguson and, at a later time, released to the press,

4, Attached is a copy of the press release which appeared in the 5 January 1954

edition of the Evening Star.

5. This information was relayed to Gen Samford's Office upon Maj Glase-

brook's return to the Washington Area,

L Incl WILLIS R, LOEHR, Major, USAF

Clipping fr newspaper Acting Chief, Technical Services Division

Air Technical Intelligence Center
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NBR. 9903 1° Hy" (

C1 PRIORITY
, : * hj

TH COMDR 647 ACY SQ NEWCASTLE ARPT WILMINGTON DELAUARS wort |
To COMDR 471% DEP WG UN | ite ae ak
CONDR EADF STEWART AFB NY CLAS Pre. > y or

. SIFIE itnCONDR ADC ENT AFB COLO D | GALE,
"Q USAF WASHDC FOR DIR INTELL 3 Gy
CONBR ATIC WPAFB OIC FOR DIR OF INTEL \ 42 bhew

«fie A

CITE ACCC 543
UNIDENTIFIED FOLYING CBJECT REPORTe /UFCB/ REFERENCE ATRFORCE

SEGULATION 299-2. PAR 1 CA) DOME SHAPE. (CB) SIZE OF A BASKETBALL
AT 1329 YDSe (C) RED. CD) Qe CE) NO PARTICULAR FORMATION@STRAIGHT
ae OF FLIGHT. (F) NEGe €G) NEGATIVE. CH) NEGATIVEs (€1) SAID IT

KED LIKE RED LIGHT ON POLICE CARe PAR 2e CA) JUST APPEARED IN SPACE

AT 232Z. €B) DUE SOUTH FROM TANKSHED AT SCHOOL DEMONSTATION TANK
PERT MARINE CORP RESERVATION, QUANTICO, VIRGINIA, ELEVATION ANGLE

5% DEGREESe (€C) TRACKED FROM SOUTH TO EAST ELEVATION ANGLE 38 DEGRENS.

(>) NON MANUEVERS STRAIGHT FLIGHT. €£) JUST DISAPPEARED OUT OF SIGHT

QVER HORIZON. (CF) IN VIEW FOR 6 MINe PAR Se CA) GROUND VISUAL. ‘4.4.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. .

DOD DIR 6200.10.—-

Laie athAS 8* HOt RSeeED. Crp OPYPT0- CENTER } a

a ruPE Pied | ,
ad

te om A Pal Fy a

wav =rae &a ed ©
a

case omer met(B) NEGATIVEe (€C) NEGATIVEe PAR 4e a 552, Si DEC 553 99127,
1 JA| ous B232Z, 1 JAN S54. (CE) NIGHTe PAR 5¢ TANK PARK DEMONSTRATION
MARINE CORP SCHOOL, QUANTICO, VAe US MARINE CORPS RESERVATION

ie SHELT NR 3S REF NR 4909674. PAR Ge ALL PERSONNEL LISTED ARE STATIONED
QUANTICO, VA, C¥O WH BIECKE gins cn CO SERVICE BATTALICH ACCCUNTABLE

OFFICER ORDNANCE SUPPLY. SERVICE BATTALICH_D
SGT OF THE GUARD WATER CANAL AREAes PFC ao
NS COse PFC ANK DRIVER TANK M YWRAPONS

LOADER. PFC CUNNER. PFC CQ
ANK COMMANDER: PVT ii

aa aialap WK COMMANDER. Pi DRIVER.
E OF RELIABILITY, RLY RELIABLDe PAR 7 CA) YEATHER CLEAR.

3) SURFACE WIND AND VELOCITY, WEST NORTH WEST 3. WINDS ALOCT
6933 FT, 59% DEGREES "51 KNOTSe 13222 FT, 3123 DEGREES-$2 KNOTS.

1632323 FT, 312 DEGREES"33 KNOTS. 20333 FT, S5 KNOTSe 53923323 FT, 292
DEGREES +99 KNCTSe 53293 FT, 2723 DEGREES*22 KNOTSe 399432 FT, UNKe
(C) CLEAR. (DP) 15 MILES. CE) CLEAR. CF) NEGe PAR Se NEGe PAR De
NlGe PAR 12¢ NOT APPLICABLEe PAR 11-¢ QUANTICO AIR BASE HAD NO

HELICOPTCRS OR AIRCRAFT FLYING AT TIME OF SIGHTINGS, WASHINGTC!:

CAA HAD NOTHING IN AREA OF SIGHTINGS THAT COULD B8& COPRELATED. PAR 12.

—_
TM.

f

c

PACE TWO NBR 93231

PAGE THREE NBR 3321

LORS. IST LT, DIRECTOR, RATED AIRCREW MEMBER-MADAR OBSTPVER.
CHJECT © POSSIBLY Be UNKNOWN CIVILIA! ALRCRAFT FLYING WITH PASSING

IGHTS ONLYe AVAL INFO AT PRESENT TIME PRECLUDES ANY DEFINITE CASE OF

THE SIGHTINGS
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RA’ 17M

WPES44AYDAG20

TYA196

TMAD 14

JEPNL -15 oa

OO JEDEN JEDWP JEPHQ JEPNB JEPNY 555

DE JEPNL 956/23-Y
a
e

O 2214322 ” oe

eee.

FM COMDR 647TH AC&W SQ MANASSAS VA

TO JEPHQ/DIR OF INTELL H2 USAF WASHDC

JEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLO SPGS COLO

JEDWP/COMDR AATTIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB 0 —
JePNB/COMDR EADF STEWART AFB NY

JePNY/COMDR 26TH ADIV DEF ROSLYN NY

éN/COMDR 47149TH DW NCCA WILM DEL

ACC 27 PD ATTINs DIR OF INTELL PD UFO8, IN CONPLIANCE WITH AFR

2¢u-2, DATED 26 AUGUST 33, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION Is SUBMITTED:

1. AAs DOME SHAPED

P. SIZE OF GRAPEFRUIT.

C. RED

De VARIED FROM ONE TO THREE

E. NONE

F, NONE 
:.

G. NONE .



PAGE TWO JEPNL 256

I. NECATIVE

2. Ae SUDDEN APPEARANCE OF BLINKINNG RED LIGHT

Be. ELEVATION 34 DEGREES 188 DEGREES FROM OPSERVER.

C ELEVATION 33 DEGREES, @93 DEGREES FROM OBSERVER, |

D. QUARTERCIRCLE, STRAIGHT AND LEVEL FLICHT.

E, BLINKING RED LIGHT SUDDENLY WENT OUT.IOBJECT NO LONGER VISABLE,

F, FIVE TO SIX MINUTES,

Sji. GGROUND-VISUAL.
Be NONE.

Ce NOT APPLICABLE

4. As FIRST SICHTED AT 23472, 1 JAN 54 SIGHTED THEREAFTER AT 99052,

2 JAN 54., 09162 AND 93552.

be NIGHT.

WEST Loita Ras
De NJS4-38/ BSS—1SpeSSL5S 77249 AND NORTH ATITUDE 38.45

S,f, NONE 
|

3+ CUP). ScT, USMC, GUADACANAL HEADQUARTERS, QUANTICO,

VIRGINIA, SERGEANT OF THE GUARD. Fe2,

ummm, s/c, ustic, GUADACANAL H=ZADQUARTERS, QUANTICO, VIRGINIA.

DUS CATCHER, Fe2. .

QRCPL, USMC, GUADACANAL HEADQUARTERS, QUANTICE, VIRGINIA.

OPERATIONS, Fe2



PACH THREE JEPNL 95¢

MP 1, USMC, GUADACANAL HEADQUARTERS, QUANTICO, VIRGINIA

COMMANDING OFFICER , Fe2.e

Gummi1SCT, USMC, GUADACANAL HEADQUARTERS, QUANTICE, VIRGINIA.

PATROLMAN. F-2.

7. Ase CLEAR.

8. WEST NORTH WEST AT 1 KNOTS.

6,933 280/50 .

12,932 3323/70

18,393 2523/53

235223 293/791

394923 292/87

5459235 8283/7158

63,322 NOTAVAILABLE

Ce UNLIMITED.

be 15 PLUS

the NONE

Fe WONE

Se WEGATIVEs

De NONE. ‘ .

330 SCRAMELED ONE FeS4C, WHICH PROCEEDED TO QUANTICE TO INVESTIGATE

«
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O
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PAGE FOUR. JEPNL 256

LIGHTS» INTERCEPTED ONE AMERICAN AIR LINES CONVAIR, FLIGHT 492, WHICH

LANDED AT WASHINGTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. FLT 492 WAS INTERCEPTED AT

Daa | Sait 54. FLT 492 WAS 7 MILES SOUTHEAST OF WASHINGTON NATIONAL

ALRPORT AT TIME OF INTERCEPTION.

Li. CHECKED WITH ALL ADFACENT AGENCIES. OTHER THAN FLT 492, NO OTHER

AIRCRAFT IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA OF SIGHTING.

12, Se 7. UsSeAeFe DIRECTOR AND RATED AIRCRAFT
UJERSERVER+IMY ANALYSIS OF TUE SITUATION IS THAT THE UNKNOWN OPJECTS

COULD POSSIBLE BE AIRCRAFT LANDING TO Ti NORTH AT VASHICCTON +2Sapmemecty

MAKING A PATTTERN THAT WOULD TAKE THE AIRCRAFT TO THE SOUTH OF A POINT

AT NJ34-38 WEST LONGITUDE 77.49. AND NORTH LATITUDE 38.45. THEN GOING IN

A QUARTER CIRCLE PATTERN TOWARDS WASHINGTON INTERNATICNAL AIRFORT.

IN THIS PATTERN THE RED PART NAVIGATION LIGHT WOULD BE TOWARDS CPSERVEPY

UNTIL PASSING OUT OF SITE ON HORIZON, IN REFERENCE TO ITEM 10. 0%
a a oe a | te oe « Lod

COMPLETION OF THE INTERCEPT I CHECKED WITH WASHINGTON INTERVATIONAL AND

THEY STATED THAT IN THE PAST THREE MONTHS A RED FLASHING ANTI COLLISION

LIGHT HAS BEEN INSTALLED ON SEVERAL CIVILIAN PASSENGER AIRCRAFT. I

BELIEVE THAT THESE LIGHTS COULD POSSIBLY BE CAUSING THE SIGHTINGS OF THE

xD FLASHING OBJECT.

22/1549Z JAN JEPNL





a & . WASHINGTON NEWS—AMUSEMENTS
Tig : lar ie TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 1954

re time exposure, flashing on and off as a unten air-
. ott Or 0.000 pon ble is mounted at the re of the tail fin. The long streaks
what Marines at Quantico saw the last five nights, not flying “SStar StatStaff Photo.

_.$<———$—$ $+ —-7

“(Marines Seeking
‘Flying Saucers Find

New Aviation Light
By Jack Jonas

Star Staff Correspendent

QUANTICO, Va., Jan. 5.—The|

Marines looked for flying saucers

\Jast night and saw weather bal-

loons, airplane. lights and stars.

Intelligence officers, armed

| with high-powered night binoc-

, Ular's, scanned the skies above

|the Marine base for three hours. 1
They were there because for the|i

ifpast five nights sentries reported |
seeing strange lights in the sky.

The verdict: The sentries had |
pregpres seen something strange!

to them,but it was merely re-|
cently installed powerful anti-

‘collision lights on commercial

aircraft.
Today, the sentries were to he

briefed on the latest develop-
ments in night flying.

Pvt. Norman Vietz of Green-
ville, Pa., a sentry on duty at

the Tank Park in Camp Barrett,

ia few miles from the main base,
spotted the oddity first. That was

on December 30 at 9:05 p.m.

“It looked like a big, flashing)

red light,” Pvt. Vietz said. “TI!

would have thought it was an)

airplane, but I couldn't hear any |
motor noise.”

Called for Sergeant. }

| we called for Sergt, Francis|
| R. Salinder, the sergeant of the |

; gard, and together they

| watched tae lights.
“It just looked like a big red

light to me,” Sergt. Salinder
said, :

The next three nights, Pfc.

Harrison J. Bennett, another

Sentry, saw the strange objects.

And, oddly, he saw them first
at the same hour, 9:05 p.m. |;

Pvt. Bennett saw two lights |
| Thursday night. One traveled to-:H

5 ward the souvchwest, and the

other toward the northeast. |
“They seemed to hover to-

setiser for a while,” he said.

“Then one disappeard, and the|

other moved away from the spot

and finally disappeared.”

At 6:40 p.m. Friday, Pvt. Ben-!
nett saw them again, The same,

thing happened Saturday night, |
this time at 7 p.m. and 7:57 p.in.

Then Sunday night, Sergt. Har-|
lan Young saw them at 6:40 p.m. 7

18: 48 p.m., 3:54 p.m. and 9:20 p.m. |

| “They seemed to he about,2.000 }



The verdict: The sentries had|

indeed seen something stranre

to them, but it was merely re-|

cently installed powerful anti: |
collision lights on commercial,
en

Today, the sentries were to be

briefed on the latest develop-
ments in night fying.

| Pvt. Norman Vietz of Green-
ville, Pa. a sentry on duty at

the Tank Park in Camp Barrett,

a few miles from the main base,

spotted the oddity first. That was ¢

on December 30 at 9:05 p.m.

“It looked like a big, flashing

red light,” Pvt. Vietz said. “I

would have thought it was an

airplane, but I couldn’t hear any

° motor noise.”

Called for Sergeant.

He called for Sergt. Francis

R. Salinder, the sergeant of the

gvard, and together’ they

watched tne lizhts. is

“Jt just looked like a big red

light to me,” Sergt. Salinder

said. .
The next three nights, Pfc.

° Harrison J. Bennett, another
sentry, saw the strange objects.

And, oddly, he saw them first

at the same hour, 9:05 p.m.

Pvt. Bennett saw two lights

Thursday nicht. One traveled to-

ward the souchwest, and the |

Other, toward the northeast.

“They seemed to hover to-

gether for a while,” he said.

“Then one disappeard, and the

: other moved away from the spot
and finally disappeared.” j

At 6:40 p.m. Friday, Pvt. Ben-

nett saw them again. The same
thing happened Saturday night,

this time at 7 p.m. and 7:57 p.m.

Then Sunday night, Sergt. Har-

Jan Young saw them at 6:40 p.m.,

8:48 p.mn., 8:54 p.m. and 9:20 p.m.
“They seemed to be about 2,000

| yards in the sky, and :

i

!

close,” he said.-
And so lasi night, Maj. John

Shearer, of the intelligence unit,

‘and Maj. D. D. Pomerleau, the

provost marshal, were on hand.

| “You can expect them at

6:40,” some one said positively.

At 6:40 pm., there was a

shout: “There it is!”

The shout brought Maj.

Shearer, Maj. Pomerleau, re-
, Porters and photographers in a
rush outside.

| A faint, flashing red light
{glowed in the sky toward the
southeast, near the horizon. Maj.

Shearer trained his binoculars

“I can see something,” he said. |

Later: “It looks a little like!’

an airplane.” ;
| And sti!) later: “Now I can see}:

| his navigational lights, too.”

See Weather Balloons.

At 7:45 p.m., there was an-

other shout from outside. Maj.

Shearer went to work with his

glasses again. These lights

seemed to rise from the horizon

almost directly upward.

“Weather balloons,” Maj.

Sheerer said.

A few minutes later, some one |

Spotted another blinking liglit.}

The experts said that one was;
a star.

At 8:15.p.m., the shout went

up again.
The washing red light this:

time followed an orderly course|

from the northeast toward the:

; southeast, just above the horizon. |
| Even to the naked eye, airplane|

peweesiepe lights also were vis-
ible.

Maj. Shearer did some tele-|

phoning to the Civil Aeronautics |

Authority in Washington i

asked for more information

about the light.
This light. he reported later,|

is being installed on commercial |
aircraft because of higher speeds |
of todey’s airplanes. The light, |
known es the Grimes Beam, is

of 50,000 candJepower and can

be seen at a greater distance by |
other pilots.



, a, (

1 JANUARY 1954, QUANTICO, VIRGINIA

From the air base at Quantico, Virginia, on the nights of 1 and 2 January

1954, several military and civilian personnel reported seeing an unidentified
flying object pass over the area. The object was described as a flashing red

light, dome shaped and appearing to be the size of a grapefruit at arms length.

The object flew a relatively straight and level course and was visible for 5 or

6 minutes.

An aircraft was scrambled in an attempt to pursue the light. The aircraft

intercepted an American Air Lines' Convair. In addition to the intercept, an

ATIC officer proceded to Quantico and observed this seme light from the sround.

The reported light was definitely identified as being a Grimes Beacon light.

These have recently been installed on several civilian passenger aircraft.



{With "Copter |
* Two Sentries Report
“.. »; Seeing Mystery Craft

23 - In Sky Near Quantico |!j 4 oan - : 
js aieoF. One of those mysterious flying|{lee ddiects reportedly landed near||.

ee - Quantico on New Year’s Eve but
ae off again before the M
_«, Fines could get the situation in}

. 3 
oe CEL a oS

~~. A spokesman yesterday con-|| ° -
Se: firmed that a flying object had ‘a
“< been reported near the: base :

. >», and was chased by a helicopter. :
~. + Two sentries.on duty at Camp &
“3 Barrett, a Marine installation}| ~~
_ about 15 miles from Quantico,}; , >
-3/“teported seeing an object in} | — 4
,«.,,;the: sky and described it as a %
<7" | flying seamen peserding » me zyiey
_ }spokesman.. ey no the; |...4 Officer of the Day that it hav

landed, and the helicopter tov
off from Quantico. By the tinte > ieee
it arrived, the mystery ship had pS

._ 4 |fisen and was out of sight. - {4 ~~ 3
2 [:.The news’ spread swifty!"!
~~ {among Quantico personnel. One:| —
2 |Teport had it that two platoons} _.
“were deployed to capture the: “8

” + | thing but this was denied by the a
*, [official spokesman.
“¢2f Statements were taken from
y D4 the two sentries, and the spokes-
**}man said the investigation was
g|mow in the hands of “higher

authorities.” >. . a
"1% The two sentries were re-
“*) ported off the base on pass last
~<% might and the Marine spokes-
* <* man was not able to supply their. th
~~ = description of the objects, or uo

ber report of its avtions, . J
-- * The spokesman reporte ey

had been summ
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Maj. Charles E. Yeager telling Lawrence D. Bell, president |
of Bell Aircraft, how it feels to fly more than 1,600 miles [4

an hour. Maj. Yeager, whose record flight was disclosed

yesterday, is holding a model of the plane which set the

af

iY
Associated Press wirephoto

/

|
|

Yeager's news conference ia the Pentagon yesterday. 4

> id
record, the Bell XIA. The picture was taken at Maj. |t

t

| Pilot Tells
Of Flight at

| 1,600M.PH.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 (4.—

Maj. Charles E. Yeager told to-
day how it feeis to fly faster

‘and predicted his speed of two

iwill De exceeded shortiy.

| “Physically, there is no sen-
‘sation,” he said. “Your ears:
‘don’t drop off or anything,
| Actually, you wouldn’t know
how fast you are going unless

'you look at your mach ine

‘strument.” This instrument)

,measures speed in relation to

sound.
!

But the young Air Force offi-
cer said: “It wasn’t a gravy
vide... I was quite busy...

ii did get a little hot on the skin
‘of the plane but the airpiane is
4 ouut for that.”

‘than any man has flown before},

land a half times that of sound!

' Tells of Flight

Maj. Yeager held a joint news
‘conference with Lawrence D.

\Bell, president of Bell Aircraft
Corp.. to tell something about

his flight on Saturday in the

rocket-driven Bell X14 plane.

| Maj. Yeager didn’t go into
‘the effects on the plane, but Mr.
‘Beil indicated it went through

‘sume violent shucks in the

‘speed burst more than 70,000
‘feet above Edwards Air Force}:
Base, Calif.

| The Air Force announced yes-

jterday that Maj. Yeager flew

jmore than 1,600 miles an hour
jout did not disclose his exact

speed. The old mark of 1,327

/mules an hour was set Nov: 20 by

: 3 Navy Skyrocket.

| Predicting still greater speed,
;Maj. Yeager said the X2 re-

search plane. will be flying

|“shortly” and is expected “to
# shove the speed up a little

A'higher.” The X2 has a skin of

‘stainless steel to help resist the
jsottening effect of heat from air

‘friction at tremendous speeds.

| The XLA burns up its fuel
isupply in four to four and one-

‘half minutes after it is dropped
\from the belly of a B-29, Mai.

NYU Ts Ro IF, 453

\Yeager said. The B-29 is used to]
ltake the small plane to high :
laltitude for speed: tests.

Maj. Yeager ‘said the B-29
dropped the X1A at 30,000 feet,

“I fired off three of the four
barrels (of rockets), climbed to
45,000 feet. and turned on the
fourth chamber,” he related. “I
climbed in sort of an arc, ley-
eled off at about 70,000 feet
and shut it off.” He had at-
tained his maximum speed an

instant before he shut off the

power,

| Asked about the visibility

from the cockpit, he said: “Ex-

celient. In fact, too good. When

you can look back and‘ see “|

{

e
e

shock waves on your. wing

t}you'd rather not see them.’

i} He explained the shock wave
from the terrifically high speed

| Shows as 2 line in the air some-
thing like that from the wake

of a ship in water.
rs

‘

|

}



LATS LOS. Toi! OBSTAVER
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“ANTARY 1954 STGHTINCS

‘. Seeisan, Australia

Oscoia, Mienigan

Ctay, Vir jiaia -

Serilin , Germany

Millvorook, Alabans

North Atlantic (+viecgraphic Bulletd

Yoru, Pennsylivea+

Military
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2 ° 434544 LLit: ry
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‘A! Pasiric ~} Oo wt rd v > Saucers)
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Multi Civilian

: West Minster, fPrcylaul

Las Vegas, ftievaty

MS United States, Garaia ‘ tewspaper) ( LNFO)
Oscoda, Michigen Military

Meloourne, Aust: ‘/4

Xelly APS, Texas Military (RADAR)

Mallala, South ©.s!ralia Ci i sell
Melsourne, Austrc:tia nanown - Civilian
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North Atlantic (Hy: vogrephic )
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Vacs ,Texas Military
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Insufficient Pats

Other (SSARCHLIGHT)
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InsufficientDate
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