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1, DATE 2. LOCATION . 12. CONCLUSIONS

Was Balloon

Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

a february, 1960 Nome - Unalakleet; Alaska

a. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
Was Aircraft

o
o
o
 
o
n
o

cone — me ez Bayromnd: ¥) sual O Ground-Rador Probably Aircraft

GM Tia! 0303-03952 ‘DAir Visual O Air-Intercept Radar Possibly Aircraft

2 a

Was Astronomical “ioteor
Probably Astronomicol
Possibly Astronomical

“5S. PHOTOS 16. SOURCE
- ODYes

wy
No Civilian

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE Deki pc ae eh sae eet
Insufficient Data for Evaluation
Unknowno
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10, BRIES# SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS ay eR tek
tne description ot this object fits

Long blue flame with intermittant trail of thet of a meteor, and in view of it's

sighting received a good amount otf news missile, it is concluded that this was

WALSH througn his congressman. by Dr Christian 1. Elvey, director of
~~

Geophysics at Alaska University during£
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c AACGKACS/1), INFO

ISAF € ACS/I), AND ALCOM (J-2). REFERENCE TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

BETWEEN CAPITAIN RICHARD AMRSTRONG, USAF. INTELLIGENCE AND MAROR

A

a

KARELL, 11TH AIR DIVISION INTELL IGE NCE RE GAR DING’ UPO” OVER WESTERN
(aus

ALASSKA AT APPROXIMATELY 15/0355Z, THE F OLL QING CONCLUSIONS ARE

DRAWN: THE O3JECT WAS AN EXTREMEL t HIGH<SPEED, WH

AT. VERY HIGH ALTITUDE. THIS CONCLUSION IS BASED ON THE FACT THAT |

THE OBJECT WAS OBSERVED AT THE FOLLOWING FOUR LOCATIONS, NOME,

e
p

S
a

e MICHAEL, UNALAKLEET, AND HOLIKACHUK WHICH INDICATES THAT

OBJECTWAS TRAVELINGIN A RELATIVESTRAIGNT LINE FORA DISTA



: ae |» DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
a ( STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION

UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE

n

; INCOMING

CF APPROXIMATELY 180 NAUTICAL MILES. SINCE OBSERVATIONS WERE

MOSTEY 2 TO GOP SECONDS, INDICATES TREMENDOUS SPPD AND IN CON]

JUNCTION WITH ANGLE AND AZIMQIHOF FIRST OSSERVATION AND DISSAPPEAR~

INCE ALSO INDICATES THAT OBJECT WAS FAR FROM THE OBSERVERS AND THE

FLIGHT PATH WAS AT EXREME ALTITUDE. ALL KNOWN SATELITES WITH THE

EACEPTION OF 1960 ALPHA A HAVE BEEN RULED OUT DUE TO fpEIR ORBIT. °
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PATTERN. INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION

ALPHA"S ORBIT. IT IS BELIVED THAT THIS OBJECT WAS TRAVELING AT A

MUCH HIGHER SPEED THAN ANY KNOWN SATELITE. DUE TO EXTREME HIGH

SPEED SUSPECTED OF THIS OBJECT, MISSILES AND ROCKETS ARE ALSOoan he

RULED OUT. CONCULUSIONS DRAWN BY ti TH AIR DIVISION INTELLIGENCE

DIRECT OR, GEOPHYSICAL INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA AND A

SAF SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD.MEN BBER 0} e
e
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Office of inf

Headquarters, Adeatan Aix Connand
APO 942, Seattle, Washington

i
)Bg, AAC, 19 February 1960---Reports made public by the Alaskan

?Air Command indicate the unidentified flyin
¥

obj $9
)ct sighted ina

Ye | . 3

the skies in Northwestern Alaska last Sunday was an extremely

high speed white hot meteor at very high altitude. It is

believed this object was traveling at a much higher syeed

than any known satelite and due to the tremendous speed, missiles

and rockets have been ruled out. These conclusions were for-

warded to Headquarters, United States Air Force, by Alaskan

Aix Command.

Dr. Christian T. Elvey, Director, Geophysical Institute,

University of Alaska, and a member of the United States Air

AlForce Scientific Advisory Board, concurred in the findings.

These conclusions are based on eye witness Sightings at Nome,

St. Michael, Unalakleet, and Holikachuk and systems of tri-

angular computations. The meteor was sighted over an area

of approximately 180 nautical miles, traveling ina relatively

straight line Northwest to Southeast. Sightings were mostly of

five to ten seconds duration indicating tremendous speed at a

very high altitude in conjunction with the angle and azimuth

of observation and disappearance
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oS Command. through civilian sources with the 
reports -on

, A or Riy ; ,

Scot ‘the object varying from high and: fast to low and slow, ~The reports

have.been evaluated within the Alaskan Air Command and no positive 
Es

oe tdestif#gication has been made.

In accordancewith current policy the intornation: received

“Su; hag been forwarded to? Headquarters, United States Air ‘force,
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AEROSPACE TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTE:

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE

OF!O

OF; APCIN-4K2/Capt MeNeill/59117

Sugsect: Extract from ATIC Duty Officers Report

16 February 1950

Following is an extract from ATIC Duty Officer, Captain C. H. Wessel

rt dated 15 Feb to 16 Feb 60 for your information:

1730 - Anchorage, February 15 - A mysterious object hurtled through

Vestern Alaska late yesterday from the direction of Russian

Siberia, the Anchorage Times reported today. A WIEN-Alaska

y Airlines employee at Noanc, QM. said the flame bulching

cbject appeared to be a manned aircraft traveling at tremendous

speed at 2000 to 3000 £ ect aboye the earth, SMO toid the
times that the object was headed SE in the direction of this

Alaskian metropolis and was sighted later at Unalakleet and

St. Michael about 150 miles across Norton Sound from Noame.

He described the cbject as silvery and tubular, some-what

like a jet plane with orange flames shooting from the tail.

a was unable to tell if it had wings. Others who saw the

ysterious aerial intruder said it curved up and away as it

approached Cape Noame, as if it was manned and controlled. The
naa station manager at Noame speculated that the object might
have been a friendly jee "on some assignment we didn't kaow

about." It was not sighted in the Anchorage area. Military

sources here declined comnent about the sightings.

QO

2030 - Received a call from a Major O'Brien, Hq USAF calling ATrIC's

attention to Associated Press release #200 renorting onsa

mysterious object crossing Alaska from direction of Soviet

Siberia. Object was cylinder shaped, traveling at high rate

of speed (2,000 feet alt) and was ee at two points.

G'3rien stated that he had called Alaska and that a spe

team was working on the sighting. neice O'S3rien sugges
might want to alert ATILO personnel in Alaska.

and related above. Asked avallability to AP

informed SDO ATIC only has UPI wire, but that

mT
Mm

O
o

tI ra

Mr ,would be able to obtain full copy of AP release from
he

loc Spaper sources, Mr. stated he would centact

iit &
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2100 - On calliug Major Davis learned ATIC has no ATILO assigned Alaska.

2120 - Received full text of AP stay from wr. OgtapE/

2140 - Related above to Colonel Lundquist.

4

2155 - Related above to Colonel Evans after trying unsucessfully to

r

7 36 INC McNETLL

each Colonel Tisdale, Major French and Colonel

Pie ie on
sii Mea tat cc: 4A

Captain, USAF AR
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

a 4

( UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE \

INCOMINGAF IN : 15511 (16 Feb 60 D/rvp

Action: cin <~.

INFO : OOP{ SaFs/ PENA

Arey use Kies

DE RJKDAG 8

SgP 969314 x
EoMBR hag GEM ENDORF AFB ALASKA
TO RJWFALB/COMDR NORAD ENT AFB COLO

RJEZHQ/COFS USAF WASH DC

P 1681002

Fit COMDR.11 AD NB . a yeaa San a aa Ls

TO COMDR AAC
BY oe ‘ya

NCLAS EFTO FROM DOL. 1&@66"B, ACTION ACS/ INTELLIGENCE.

IN ACCORDANCE WITYXAFR 280-2, 14 SEPTEMBER 1959 FOLLOWING “UFO”

INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED: A.C€1) MISSIEL (2) INK (35 UNK C4) ONE

(3) N/A (6) uNK (7) NOME SIGHTING: LONG BLUE FLAME. UNALAKLEET

SIGHTING: TRAIL OF SPARKS INTERMITTENTLY. (8) NONE (9) NONE. B.

C1) UNKUMFRL UNK (35) KNK C4) NOME SIGHTING; FROM NW TO SE.

UNALAKLEET SIGHTING: FROM W TO EGM (5) NOME: DISAPPEARED TO SE.

UNALAKLEET: APPEARED TO EXPLODE AND DISAPPEARED. €6) ONE TO TWO

MINUTES. OPE Ge GP) GOOUND= VISUAL (2) NOME (3) N/A. Dao C1) NOMES

15/0302 FEB 69. UNALAKLEET: 15/0355Z FEB 60. (2) DUSK. Eo

ince aaette i ha ieee oa a eS eee coy

e
e

o
e



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION
{ UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE

AR. IN + 511 (16 Fet» 60) | COMING

PAGE TWO RJKDAG 8

NOME AND UNALAKLEET. F. (1) NOME; MR. Qe ReLraaie.

UNALAKLEET; MR, SRAM, CAB DRIVER RECEIVED REPORT FROM

MISS MUMBA, «sic YEARS OLD, RELIABLE. G. (1) UNK (2) 240

DEGREES/ 15K, 12@ DEGREES/1@K, 158 DEGREES/25K, i16@ DEGREES/25K,

170 DEGREES /25K, 17@ DEGREES/S@K, 170 DEGREES/15K. (3) NONE

C4) SEVEN MILE (5 SCATTERED (6) NONE (7) MINUS TWO DEGREES. H.

ONE. I. N/Ase Je NONE. Ke. PROBABLY A METEOR. THE NOME AND

UNALAKLEET INFO HAS BEEN COMBINED IN THIS REPORT DUE TO THE

LIMITED INFO AVAILABLE FROM NOME. THE MONE OVSERVER WAS QUESTIONED

BY FAA AT NOME AND THIS INFORMATION WAS GIVEN TO FAA AT UNALAKLEET

WHO IN TURN PASSED IT TO THE COMMANDER OF THE 718TH ACW SQUADRON.

ANY ADDITIONAL INFO WILL BE FOWARDED WHEN AVAILABLE. L. NONE

Br

t6/@515Z FEB RJKDAG

NOTE : Advance copy delivered to CIN

PAGE 2 OF 2
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NOP

AF, IN + 15513 (16 Feb 60)! NU

ACTION: CIN \

INFO : OOP, SAFS

GDE RJKDAG 11

P 16@589Z ZEX

FM COMDR AAC ELMENDORF AFB ALASKA

TO RJEZHO/COFS USAF WASH DC

FIWFALB/COMDR NORAD ENT AFB COLO

QO 16G215Z

FM 11 ADIV DEF

TO RJKDAG/COMDR AAC

INFO RJKDAG/COMDR ALC OM

BT

UNCL AS EF T O FROM DOI18667-B. ACTION ACS/ INTELLIGENCE

INFO ALCOM J-2. REFERENCE UNCLAS EFTO MESSAGE, THIS HEADQUARTERS,

DOI 18@6SB, DATED 15 FEB 6%. FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFO RECEIVED FROM

CAPT STEEL, ADJUTANT, 1ST BATALLION, ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD, NOME.

CAPT STEEL QUESTIONED MR. effi viciy station manaGEr aT NOME

AND MR. QM STATED HE OBSERVED THE OBJECT AT 15/0449Z, HE FIRST

SAW THE OBJECT TWO MILES SE OF NOME AND IT WAS MOVING EASTERLY ALONG

COAST. SPEED IN EXCESS OF ANY JET. BODY BRIGHT, SHINNY AND TUBULAR

IN SHAPE, APPEARED TO HAVE JET FLAME OUT IN BACK. DESCENDING

GRADUALLY.

Br

NOTE : 1806§B is AP IN 15511 (16 Feb 60)
TH

Advance copy delivered to CIN



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORC

STAFF!
{ ics

j iif |
1 iN

+. oni - ( —£ + Fey aos i
AF IN : 15512 (16 Feb 60) D/rvp

ACTION: CIN hie f

eas oe f : /
INFO 3 OP, SARS

i Y |
i" y |

EE,

DE RJKDAG 12

G510Z ZEX

O}

JE

O 16!

FM COMDR AAC ELMENDORF AFB ALASKA

TO RJEZHO/COFS USAF WASH DC

RJWFALB/COMDR NORAD ENT AFB COLO

0 169215Z

FM 11 ADIV DEF

TO RJKDAG/COMDR AAC

INFO RJKDAG/COMDR ALCOM
Porey

bi

//UNCLAS EFTO// FROM DOI 18868~B. ACTION ACS/ INTELLIGENCE,

INFO ALCOM J-2. REFERENCE: EFTO MESSAGE THIS HEADQUARTERS DOI 18966B

DATED 16/2030 FEB 60. FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFO [S SUBMITTED IAW

AFR 200-2, 14 SEPT 1959. A €1) BLUNT ROUNDED SHAPE (2) UNDERTERMINED,

SMALL BUSH PLANE (3) BRIGHT ¢€4) ONE (5) N/A (6) NONE €7) EMITTE

SPARKS INTERMITTENTLY, BLUE FLAME €8) NONE (9) NONE. B(1) BRIGHT-

NESS AND NOTION (2) 20 DEGREES ELEVATION, AZIMUTH 250 DEGREES FROM

iyENALAKLEET(3) 20 DEGREES E 55 3
)
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—EVATION, AZIMUTH 215 DEG

UNALAKLEET ¢4> S + o
O
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LASH, TRAIL PERSISTED. (6) SEVEN TO EIGHT SECONDS, CC1) MGROUND-

VISUAL (2) NONE (3) N/A. DC1) 15/0355Z (2) DAY. ©. QRAAMRMMMRDED,

VA
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DEPARTMENT OF THE A!R FORCE

STAFE MESSAGE DIVISnel1ON

UNCLASSIFISD MESSAGE

Soa ite wee \) Ca) Pk aes.AMP aN, <1 BLe X16 Heh 60) | NCO MEN C

PAGE TWO RJKDAG 12ny

120 DEGREES/15K, 140 DEGREES/2@K, 15@ DEGREES/25K, 15@ DEGREES/I5K,

|

|
!

!

|

i RELIABLITY UNKNOWN. G(1) CLEAR AND LIGHT (2) @8@ DEGREES/I@K

|

176 DEGREES/1@K. NO 58,000 FEET OR 80,080 FEET INFO. (3) 4,900 |
eos

FEET BROKEN, 6900 FEET BROKEN. (4) SEVEN MILE (5) THREE SLANT ONE

DEGREES. H. NONE. I. NONE.©4 ZERO COVERAGE (6) NONE (7) MINUS TW

J, NONE. K. A MR, @MMMMBMMBR 25 YEARS OLD, OPERATIONS SPECIALIST |

FOR FAA GAVE THE FOLLOWING InFo: wR. QQQMMMMM was max inc vEATHER |

BSERVATIONS BETWEEN 15/8359Z AND 15/90555Z AND HE OBSERVED A TRAIL|

a
 
e
e
e

y
a

i
s

APPROXIMATELY FOUR MILES LONG CONSISTING OF TWO OR THREE PUFFS

CONNECTED BY A THIN LINE. MR. MMMMMmusinc tHe 6oa0 BROKEN LAYER

GQ’ CLOUDS AS REFERENCE ESTIMATED THE OBJECTS ALTITUDE AS 25220DS

FEET TO $2399 FEET, AZIMUTH 212 DEGREES FROM UNALAKLEET. Le NONE}

BT

NOTE : 18066B is AF IN 15511 (16Feb 60)
Advance copy delivered to CIN
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KE OUTSIDE SSO CHANNELS.»

AIFE) AT UNALAKLEET, ALASKA,w

BSERVED A BLUNT ROUNDED OBJECT, APPROXIMATELY THE SIZE OF AN L-20

ALVT, BRIGHT IN APPEARANCE, OMMITTING SPARKS INTERMITTANTLY ACCOMP-a” tha

ANIED WITH A BLUE FLAVE FROM 15/03502 To 15/0555Z2 ¥EB 60. ESTIMATED

ELEVATION FROM UNALAKLEET 20 DEGREES AZIMUTH OF 259 DEGREES.

DISAPPEARANCE AT 20 DEGREES ELEVATION, 215 DEGREES AZIMUTH.

ESTIMATED OBSERVANCES 7 SECONDS. PART-TNO. SECOND. OBSERVER

EFFER, FAA WEATHER OBSERVER AT UNALAKLEET SAW OBJECT

| BETWEEN 15/0350Z AND 15/0355Z FEB SO. SAW CON-TRAIL APPROX 5

MILES LONG, CONSISTING OF 2 OR 3 PUFFS CONNECTED BY A FINE LINE.

WMMUMM Used A 6,000 FEET BROKEN LAYER OF CLOUDS AS REFERENCE

IN ESTIMATING OBJECTS ALTITUDE AS 25,060 TO 30,000 FEET. AZIMUTH

EGREES FROM UNALAKLEET. PART THREE: THIRD SOU!

QUMMMNHO «IS WEIN AIRLINE STATION MANAGER AT NOME

AT APPROXIMATELY 15/0400Z2 FEB SO HE OBSERVED AN OBJECT TRAVELING\

UGHEAST ALONG THE ALASKAN COAST AT A SPEED IN EXCESS OF ANY

JET AIRCRAFT» THE BODY WAS BRIGHT WITH A BRIGHT JET FLAV

B AK, DESCENDING GREATLY. 0-45 1974,

NO US ATRCRAFT KNOW IN AREA

r
E

ST TIME. NO CORRELATION AVALABLE THIS CENTER.
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INITED STATES AIR FORCE f ’ ~
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REPLY TO fi | ear Af} an

avtn or: INF 
i

sussectr: Unidentified Flying Objects

ro, BeCretary of the Air Force (SAFOI-3)

Wash 25 DC

1. On Sunday 14 February 19650 an unidentified flying

object was sighted in the sky between Nome and Unala-

Kicet, Alaska by a number of civilians and reported

to this Headquarters through llth Air Division (D),

Ladd Air Force Base. Immediate investigation was

begun and reports forwarded in accordance with AFR 200-2.

2. The Office of Information, Headquarters, Alaskan

Air Command, was queried as to whether or not these

sightings had been reported and the information was

given that they had. News media within the ZI contacted

NORAD Headquarters and also received confirmation that

the reports had been received. The resulting press

story was so written it left an inference that an object

had been sighted by the Air Force presumably by radar.

3. The investigation of the sighting conducted by personnel

at Ladd Air Force Base identified this object as a meteor

and local press speculation as to the sources and identity

of the object was so intense we locally released the fact

that it was a meteor. Subsequently, letters have been

received from the civilian populace concerning this object

and in accordance with paragraph 8, AFR 200-2 these letters

are being forwarded. (Attachment 1 & 2.)

4. With reference to the letter from Mr. QQ (Attachment

3), the Chief of Staff this Headquarters, initiated corres-

pondence to Mr. or) thanking him for reporting the object
and getting it into Air Force channels. (Attachment 3)

5, In addition to his letter to Colonel Isbell, mr. <i
provided the local press with a statement concerning his

disagreement with the published identification of this

object (Attachment 4). All subsequent letters regarding this

particular sighting will be forwarded in accordance with AFR

200-2,

Binet Nea ct SO Te ies eng Payvn Seat Wanetictiae Ce eee
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-o. On 6 March 1960 an additional unidentified object was

reported in the same general area between Nome and Unalakleet,

Alaska. This report originated with an airline pilot and

was described as being a bright flash seeming to result from

an explosion behind the aircraft flying at about 4500 feet

altitude, 86 miles south of Nome. Both the pitot and co-pilot

reported that the flash was so bright that they were both

blinded for approximately 2 seconds. However, they heard

no sound. The only passenger aboard the aircraft was asleep

and heard or saw nothing. Two individuals on the pround re-

ported seeing a flash, a 14 year old girl in Nome, and the

town marshal of Nome... Pvreetei’ “tnvestigation was begua by
Ladd Air Force Basey the~- nearest Air Force establisshment to

this area and reports are being forwarded in accordance with

APR200-2

nn

wa

6. The initial press inquiry on this latest sighting was

received 8 March 1960. The man quoted as reporting this

incident to the press was i, ie referenced above
who has not been mentioned in any of the reports concerning

this object. We did confirm the fact to the press that this

unidentified object was reported to us and that we have for-

warded this report to Headquarters, United States Air Force.
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‘Explanatien: Of

Walsh Hits AF~‘
}

Mystery Object |
Pete Walsh, Nome station

manager for Wien Alaska Air-; 4

lines, said today he takes ex-|ig

ception to-a recent Air Force;n

xeport that a.mystery object |if
spotted. at Nome last month!Rh
was a meteor. . le

“Since when does a meteori@

fravel ona horizontal plane,|g
change course and then dis- t

appear?” Walsh said. it
He said he-has written the: |

Air Force challengingits find-'¢

r
i

 _
_
_

_ing_in the matter. | A
“{ don’t believe them (th ej}

Air Force), Walsh said, add-'i

ing that many persons in'¢

Nome saw the object. it
He said the: Air Force has ;

alerted its warning stations in} |
ithe.Nome area to be on the
lookout for more flying ob- |
jects.. - rte eee iI
Valens ee See a |

e
e
e
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

MEMORANDUM

Informatio ean haa .intormation as bagis for reply
1)

te Q =] > oben « tto penator Bartlett. We need
+4 4 ro] Os alae oe gvhe information to answer the

ber by ll March.



AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CEN

Us OD STATES AIR FOR

NRIGHTP ATTERSON FORC

O} }

ATT OTN S2

5

CT Unidentified Aerial Phenomena, Alaska, 15 February 19066

\~ ‘
wv \ V i ee

SAPOL~-34 (Maj L. J. Tacker) {, a \ Haat

ne é
1. On L5 February 1960, an object described as blunt and rounded, bright
in appearance, emitting sparks intermittently, and accompanied by a blue

flame was seen from Nome andi Unalakleet at approximately O400Z. ALIC con-~

cluded that this object was probably a very brightmeteor.

2. OF all of the information provided to ATIC concerning an Ur'0

the en reliable is usually the general description (not to include size),
direction from the observer, approximate angle of clevation, duration of the

Sighting (for very short periods), and the time of the sighting. Using only

these factors, it was possible by trigonometric methods to determine that

the object was approximately 100 miles high.

3. Tne description of this object, the duration of the sighting, and cal-

culation of the 100 mile altitude led to the conclusion that this object

was probably a meteor.

te Subsequent to the ATIC conclusion on this case Dr. Christian Elvey,

Director of Geophysics Institute, Alaska University, concluded that the

object of this sighting was a very bright meteor.

Ky ler possibilities for the cause of this sighting; i.e., missiles,
tes, etc. were considered and ruled out due to ineonsisStencies;

oo high for jet aircraft.

Tic has no information which indicates that more than one objectee

e2n on this date. All of the times reported were consistent to

five minutes, a normal expected error.

tg Zp a en

FHILIP Ge EVANS lL Atch:

FY Colonel, usar Ltr dtd 1 Mar 60 tr
Deputy for Sciences and Components senator b. L. Bartlett

SeAga vial PDT SPILT BERND,
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1} March 1960

MARA DUM FOR CHIERY ? oA Ay SA¥LEG

SUBSCE: Alaska UFO Sightings

1. he Solicwing information should be used in onswertog
— artless aod Couening when they revly to Uo. Qin

President of the Jone, Alaska Chamber of Commerce.

2. There were tyvo sightings in the Nome-Unalasleet area, the

first on Us Februsry 1960 and theseecnd on 6 Maren 1960.pe
e

~

mn. On 14 February 1960, on object deseribed os blunt ond rounded,
Pright in eppeerance, enitting sparks intermittently, and saccowpented

ya Dlue Plowe vss seen Syro1a Nome and Unalaklees a4 ooproximately

OL002, Agrossses Peehnical intelligence Center coneluded that this

vbject vas probably o yery bright meteor.

. Be OF all the information eon to ATIC econceraing on UPryg

Sighting the mos% reliable ip usuallythe general Geseription {not to

imclude size), direetion from the PA tg approximate angle of eleva-~
tion, duration of the sighting (for very ghort Tperiods), end the time
OF the gignting. Using only these factora, it wea possible by trizono-

etxrle methods to determine that the object was aperoxinately 100 miles

a b ign.

c. The description ofthis coject, the duration of the sighting, end

eeloulation of the 100 mile altitude Led to the conclusion that this
ob eet was pProhaoly a meteor,

a. Subsequent to the ATIC conclusion on this case, Ur. Christian

Blvey, Director o Gaophys les institute, Alaska Universisy, concluded

thats the object ofthis sighting was a very bright meteor.

a, Osher possibilities fox the cause of this alzhnting: i.e.
miselies, Satellites, ete. were considered and ruled out due to te3tensla-
toncles; 1.2., to High for jet sircrart.B

a
s

f. AIC haa no infornation which indicates that more than one cb-.

ject waa seen on thig date. All of the sinaa. reported ware consiatent
to within Five minutes, a normal expected error.

a
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BAPOI~3d/ Maj Taccher:sno f 72291.

wn & Maren 1960 an additlonsl unidentified object wes reported
in the sane peers area between “Pe eine Pypescsapesinst £ aesple ‘Tate

bed gh ack nin eereselt ftras aa Pic epgpenind che o ean
flying ab about 4500feet altitude, 36 ciles souta ofNope. doth the

bpace ah COegllot reported tha’ tee flaeh vase co briznt toast tana
ty bata Diinded Yor spuroximately 2 sacomla. Uowsver, Loeyheank

no> oaund. ‘She omhy Daweenger aboard the aircrest was aglees ond hesrd.
we ge aokhdag. Two individuals on the ground reported seelay a Slauhy

<3 ts year o14 girkin Yowe, and the town carshad of Come. Ioventigation
nesta Pas ee oe by Ladd Air Yoree Jase.

$y SeReR Woon orBe wine and the report from Ladd Airy Force
Bose, there is o difference of opinioneweng vituesses sa to whether

a ¢tpleaionm of loud noise necompaniea thea UTD. ATIC has comtLoded

ties this waa o verybright tye meteor knovn os @ "Tire boll” or
“pobide.” ‘The only difference betwee o "Pier ball” typeoc enedBe
that 9 loud ewolosian or revert in also sagoctate’t vith a “bolide.”

4, Snggeat Colomwei J. o, opel, Chief of vtatt, Alassun Air

Cowsand eeeeive copieaof the letters to Deraters Sartlet?® amb Crueninag.

Comeback OF-3¢

Reader Of-1.
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Scbseamen® to the APIC coanclegioson thia case, Dr. Christian

Sey, Cimaetear of Ceophysica Institute, Alsasaza University, concluded
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REPLY TO

ATTN OF:

SUBJECT:

TO:

&
a

aunts moagn ree pVOTS TET IO MERLE ¢ iy

HEADQUARTERS

ALASKAN COMMAND

APO 94Z, Seattle, Washington

OFFICES Of THE CHEF OF INFORMATION

19 February 1960

ea, c) Serf

Director, Office of News Service sa fo la Neth
Office of the Assistant Semesters of Defense (PA) ae ee 7 , ‘
Department of Defense i ie itt aed
Washington, D. C. f\ Se ay

Dear Mr. Splitt: ea nee heot Re

Attecned for your information are copies of news items cone erning

civilian reports of mystexious flying Paes seen over Non f Dre

Unalakleet and other nearby points in Alaska. ,

§
ads civilian reports of a flying object headed in @ south- A

east erly direction were aoatges to NORAD exactly as received /

py Alaskan Comaand units In the process it seems the story

was splintered into two separate missilesflying in north- “

westerly and northeasterly directions. One conclusion is that .

the object may havebeen a high-speed meteor. I understand

that Dr. Christan-Ty—s1 vey s. Dineakor of Geophysics Institute,
Alaska University, concurs in une, paaeer There is certainly
no doubt that iad people saw some 3 but it was not registered

on any tracking facilities in ae,aren and no other information
other then Btencings has been obtained.

Sincerely,

2)

HEELA vAf3-9-97 7 L eacyc
JSREST Lv britra ~ “CL Atchs

Lt Colonel, USAF

Chief? of Information

per '

RAMANA Labiiy
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| Monday, February 18,31960 al
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ogy Ee, Bo
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An unidentified:cobjeat, be-
lieved to bea manned, air.
‘ovat, was» reported flying

lover Alaska near Nome late|

| yesterday afternoon.
!
| ‘The object was between

2,000 and 35,000 feet high and

moved in a straight line aft

a high rate of speed. It

was headedTM southeast, which

vuld be toward Anchorage.

Lia Sha aMarni tater TARE eee

i, to be a manned aircraft.}
_He said visibility was clear; tion that

If the-object' were: of Rus. |

sian origin, it would. be the!

first time*of! an-actual in.”

stance of Soviet intrusion re |

the skies of Alaska. The mili-|

tary several times’ in recent.
years has denied that the Rus.}
sians have been discovered|

flying over Alaska.
|

}

Pete Walsh, of “Nome. tole
the Anchorage Times’ that ha

saw the object and that it

‘was also seen over Una.

lakleet, St. Michael and twe

radar stations, probably Tis

City and Northeast Tape. ayia Fae

f Dick Gallagher of Northern|
| WALSH SAID he believed; Aviation Co. at Nome said to-

day in a telephone conversa:

many Nome resi

dents had seen the flving ob.

ject. He himself had not.

a
 
e
e

 
e
e
 
e
e

and the object glistened in the j

sunlight. The forward part!

was tubular and looked sil-}

very, like a jet plane. The! ve heard a lot about it |
and talked to a lot of people,”flame out the tail was orange. |

: he said,
Walsh said he reported the

object to headquarters of the,

Alaskan Command, to the h ' the obj ;
a] -ioderal Aviation Agency and. Aim AS ich ie cor aue

to Sen. B.L, Bartlett at Wash.) ,UiNS through the sky, low,pate ne labout3 p.m, yesterday, it wasington, D.C. ie
MCMC lie Tn Sin weaded southeast for Cape

The direction of tlight would Nome.

tend (o.indieate-chat. the ob- Gallaher said he was told
10 ‘ t } !| ris mihe B ean une ottnet the objye upon: approaching
side Of tne Bering ytralt if the cane, -urved up and away

' 2§ if it ite game form of con-
Ct}

He said persons whose ob-

¥

eryations he would trust toid :

e
e
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|! The reports were conflict-

m
o
 
b
e
s

ines Pate Walsh, Wien Alaskals

aN eas E, Alaska (A) |

ay object flashed

thraugh Western Alaska skies) }

lateSunday belching flames) .
and leaving a dozen un-!{

answered questions in its}|
wsake,

Was it a jet plane? If so,}}

whose? Was it an unidenti-||

ified fly hing object? |
fhe Alaska Air Command}

tlsbas to come up with some
‘of the answers today,

The flame-belching object!

‘was reported by several per-
ons from Nome to St. Mich-

1 about 150 miles away.

hey said it appeared from

direction of Russian St-

ta and hurtled southeast-

S
S
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e

r
e

A
O
 m

h 
Q_b
 

OQ 
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ing, Major Roy KE. Haines,

public information officer at

iimendorf Air Force Base

lere, said yesterday.

“Some had it low and slow.

Some had it high and. fast,”

Airlines employe at Nome,|
said the object’ was traveling

at tremendous speed about

2,000 to. 3,000 feet above the

earth. He described it as!

silvery and tubular, some-}

what like a jet plane, with]
orange flames shooting from}

fia} taiil. ii
Mrs. Stanley Molitor oft}

Nome said “it had theappear-!y

ance of a large star and was! !

1 very, very brilliantwhnite.” | 4!
Nei page she nor Walsh could!xd

t
o
s

vell whether it had wings. i al
Oheaivers said the myster-|aj

lous object curved up and | {}

law.ay as if approached Capela
; Nome, as if it was manned)

nd controlled. : 1V

,
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Anchorage Daily News, Monday, February 13, 1940 . |

NOME (en — An un- |
Identified object with a

trail of yellow flames was

reported streaking across

* the sky near the coast here

today.

The Air Force could not

explain the object but said

it was picked up on radar

at Nome, St. Michael, Un-

alakleel and St. Lawrence

Island.

“irst reports said the ob-

icct, tubular. in shape,

‘streaked across. the. sky-
trom the Siberian’ coast -

line. If was spotted by Pete
Walsh, an airlines station

mianager near here,

Walsh said it was not de-

fermined if the objeet had
wings.

it headed eastward into

laska,. Walsh: told.(UPI.
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Anchorage Daily News. Tuesday, February 16, 1949|
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Colo. UP)-— Officials at the
| North American Air Defense

command (NORAD) in Colo-

| rado Springs, said today they

had received “unofficial and

| COLORADO SPRINGS,

f

|

civilians that two unidenti-
fied flying objects were spot-

ted over Alaska. -
NORAD has begun an investiga-

tion of the reports, the spokes:
mesg said.

Yhe reports ware mace to the

combet ooerstions center of

NORAD ar Colorado Sorings

from the Alaskan Air command

but the Alaskan command ree

|sived the infarmation from

civilians,

‘is was emphasized by the

spokesman at NORAD that neith-

ec object was registered on “any

military devices such as radar.’’.
‘\Va're trying to find out more

mut it,’ the spokesman said,

fe said one report was of a

Mving object in the vicinity of

Nome, moving. slowly northeast-

ward. NORAD said it. received no

| deseription of} the« object.~
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uacontirmed” reports from -

The second report, also frony!

a civilian, was of an object,
“moving atva fast.-rate-taward =

the northwest, over Unala-

kieet, The civilian told officials

the object faft vapor trails, in--

dicating if was at a high alti.

tuda, and that it disappeared

in.a flash and explosion.

“We'll make an investigation,”

the NORAD spokesman said.

In Nome, Art Zylstra of radio

station KICY said this morning

| that the people of that town were |

not “the least bit. upset’ about

the myserious flying object, even

‘though many. of. them.-witnessed
its flight, ——w————er
The object was. first spotted.

Sunday evening near here. It was

approximately .

high and was moving in a straight

line at a high rate of sveed. It
appeared to be headed southeast

toward the Anchorage area.

Pete Walsh of Noma told

| UPI that the object was tubu-

jar in shape, did not appear
to have wings and an orange

tlama was snooting ovt of tha

tail.

Meanwhile, officials at Alaskan
Command remained mute on the

atter. They did say, however,

2,000-3,000. feet

that ¢th UFO had been reported
and -was being. Handled through

“normal channels” as an uniden-|

tified flying object.

The spokesman said that fe-

ports on the object from civilian)

sources at Nome, Unalakieet and)

other areas were conflicting.

“Some reports said the obs |
ject was high and fast...

others said it was low and |

slow,” the Air Force in Alaska |

said. ‘Besides, there were j

clouds in the sky at the time |

and it would be difficult to say |

anything at all about it.’

The Air Force also denied in

Alaska that the object had been

tracked by radar.

“We only have the regular re-

ports that civilians turned in to}

us,” the PIO officer told ‘United \

Prass, |

Walsh said that the direction

of flizht tended to indicate that

the object came from the other

ide of the Berin Strait or from |

Russia. |

If the abject is of Russian ||

origin it will ba the first time |

the Soviet Union has ilown |

!

<
=

into tha skies of Alaska, the |

military said,

|; One member of the Armed)

Forces commented that if the)

object did come from the Siber-

ian coast line “someone really |
Beofed by not clobbering it.” |

“Also,” he said, “tf there really |
was an object there and it wasn’t)

one of ours it sure as heck should!

| have been erica by the radar—!
| that's winay tine, radar,Aetwork is
For,"

%

'
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Air Detense
mhwo Objects Seen

Narly Monday In
e

Sites Over Alaska

COLORADO SPRINGS,

P--A spokesman for the

surth American Air Defense|

Command here confirmed to-

ay that unidentified flying

oajects were observed'in the

Nion-es over Alaska early

flay morning.

a) ha ”y) a :lit fag at osaid

the

aesman

day combat|

venter o. NORAD

Force Base here

vesti
cou

ation posts that

rQsite irections across

eporl trom north-«
| tion has been made by

moving int

4

One.of the. objects’ was re-|
ported in the, vicinity of:Nome.|

Ii appeared to be moving|
slowly in a northeasterly di-|

rection. The object disappear- |
ed without a trace and with-’
out giving any indication of

its size. |

| THE SECOND object was|
| reportedly sighted at Unala-|

‘Kleet, moving rapidly- north-.
l' west at a speed: suticient to:

}

‘produce contrails in the sky.’
| The obdject aiso produced a}
flash which was. assumed to!

|” Whether the: object explod-!
‘ed has not- yet been deters

mined but officials are make!

ing a search of the erea. |

' In Anchorage, Alaskan Air;

||Command officials reported)

that no additional information’!

had been received on the fly-|

{| ing object. |

| The sighting of the object
| Was reported througr civilian!

| sources, The reports or. its be-
_ havior ranged from “high and)

fast” to “low and slow,” an
| AAC spokesman said.

Reports have been evaluat-|
ed and no. positive identitica-|

the!
military. The information has|
ray forwarded to

Air Foreey headquarters, the

AAC said.

the U.S

| have been an:explosion. is;

Civilian observers at Nome,

told the..Ancharage . Times;

yesterday they had sighted’ a,
mystery object shortly before:

5 p.m. Sunday.

THEY SAID it was moving:

in a southeasterly direction,

when it went over Nome but)

veered up and away when it |

reached Cape Nome, several|

miles to the southeast of the

community.
Wien Alaska Airlines sta-|

tion dmanager, cat. Nome,. Pete,
~ Prado? Tha wes

said. he believed the}Walsh,

object to-be a manned air-

craft of*so7..2 sort. He ° de-

seribed the object as tubular

and silvery with an orange

flame at the rear.

Pete’s brother, Dan Walsh,:

an Alaska Airlines mechanic, |
said in a telephore conversa-;

ition with the Anchorage}

Fimes, that he, too, had seen}

ihe object. He ‘said it appear-|
ed over Nome at about mitt

p.m. Sunday. When he saw it,;

i was flying approximately’
300 to 500 feet in the air. He}

Cescribed the object as look-

ing ‘ike a cigar or oxygen

cylinder’? moving from west

to east.

P&TE WALSH saii-cvhen he!
spotted the object it was fly-
ing at about 2,000 feet but was:

descending.

A Nome. housewifa, Mrs.

Sianley Molitor, said the ob-

ject “looked like the flare

from a jet—it had the appear-

ance of a large star and was

a very, very, brilliant white.”

She said it was going very

fa st and’ she “caught just a

impse of it.” Se said “She

‘saw no wings on the object
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ubular object repor tad
was started inmedinately.

{information officer at Eimen-) Radar records of two stations

laska Air Command Probes
eports of Silver Objectin Sky

ANCHORAGE, Alaska, Feb. tlines employe at Nome, said the | Fairhanks, might have heen
16. — (AP) — A silvery object) abject was traveling at tremen-} in the vicinify af the time of
flashed through western Alaskaldous speed about 2,000 to 2.000) the sightings.
skies late Sunday belehing!feet above the earth. He de-
flames and Jeaving a dozen un-|scribed it as silvery and tubu-lknown f{lieh!s planned for tha
answered questions in its wake./lar, somewhat like a jet plane. area at that time.
Was it a jet plane? If so,iWith orange flames shooting

whose? Was it an unidentifiedjfrom the tail. {American Air Defense Comman:
flying object? BRILLIANT WHITE lat Colorado Springs said th’
The Alaska Air Command] mrs, Stanley Molitor of Nome agency had no report on the ob

hopes to come up with some offeaid “it had the appearance of! ject.

the answers Tuesday. a Jarge star and was a very.| «tp it were an ‘unknown’
very brilliant’ white.” Neither! coysraiinly
she nor Walsh could teil whether!
it had wings. |
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A spokesman for ihe Nort!

. The flame-hbeiching object

was reported by several per-

sons frony Monte io Sf. Blichael

ahant 150 miles away, They |
ssid if appeared from the di- 10

rection of Russian Siberia and

hurtled southeasterly.

would have a repor

;ou ics

Observers said the mysteriious!
bject curved up and away asi

it approached Cape Nome, as}
lif it was manned and controled,

The reports were conflicting, Waines said an investigation
Major Roy E. Waines, public

jdorf Air Force Base here, said} north af Nome were to he

i Monday.
; cheeked. Officers also were

“Some lied it low ane siow’.} (rving fo deferminan whether
‘Some had it hich and fast.’ any planes from either blmen-

Pete Walsh, Wier Ala: i! dort or Ladd Air Force Fase=) oe
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of the Air in Washington, Do :

more in the mature of on ’

em than an operations problen

pokes an said.

The Associated ?ress ;
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