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AEROSPACE TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER

UNITED STATESAIR FORCE
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film revealed nothing of an unusual nature nor

eribed by Mr. (MMein his letter dated April 3,1960,
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Description Elliptical, size of a quarter, three objects, they
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eeeer aeons,

Astronomical Phenomena (Meteor, Comet, Planet, ete) Ruled out :
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Analysis and Conclusions: The strip of film was given a thorough examination,

and nothing of an unusual nature, nor acuthing such as described by the witness,

could be seen in any of the frames. A check was made ta determine theh
ne in the area at

“ro, and a main~8

he xmxr river.
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1. The attached Bma film is forwarded

2. Attached is a copy of the UFO report as a

analysis of the film

TT AID! ~ ery

RICHAT R. SHOOP
coat

2 Ate ;

Colonel, USAP 1. Roll Omm film
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AEROSPACE TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTE!
UNITEDSTATES AIR FORCE

WRIGHT-PAT ren AIR FORCE BASE

REPLY TO ; f

TTH OF: APU LN=Liuy

SUBJECT: UFO Report and Film

TO:

Ae te on on Ye + $e y ~ ay £ © Srey Ys lan ane - -1. Attached is the short strip of 8mm film and a copy

sent in by Mr >
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oi -3d/ maj acker/: m/ ‘72291

This ig to acknowledge your letter of

3 April 1960 and the flim received unde

separate cover which you thought combaines

evidence of an unidentified flying object.

Va have examined the film thoroughly

and nothing of an unusual nature appears

‘hereon. Therefore we are returning tas

film to you herewith.

=

Sincerely,

LAWRENCE J. TACKER

Public Information Division

Office of Information

Hadi SRTala
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HEADQUARTERS STRATEGIC AiR COMMAND < et»

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE a
O¥FUTT AIR FORCE BASE, NEBRASKA ; & re a

DOP aia mY oe

Las

REPLY TO

attnor: DOOPE

SUBJECT: Flights in the Dubuque, Lowa Area

TO: Air Technical Intelligence Center (AFODN-NG2x)
Wright<Patcerson AYB, Chilo

1. Reference your letter, Subject: Request for Information, dated
2 September 1960; the following information is submitted:

ao Number and type aircraft: Three (3) Be52 aircraft, using
route cell tactics.

be Altitude: 31,000 to 32,000 feet.

ce Rouse and tines: From a point 1j5NM south ~ sowtheast of

Dubvaue to a poins 6ONM north » northeast of Dubuque (008N 90L5W

to L318N 9008W).

(1) 18422 to

(2) 23272 to

19S = TC

GS

wv

23582 = TG

GS

WV

O50Z - TG

GS

WV

3609, TH 353°

370, TAS 2s
315/075

001°, TH 352°
370, TAS 430

320/080

eo0',, TH 352°
370, TAS 25

310/090

2. No other aircraft of this command were flying in the Dubuque,

Towa area on )} March 1960.

3. Notification of appropriate Air Defense Ssctors is a routine

function of Air Route Traffic Control for flights involving pene=
tration of an ADI4,

»
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At OS900 HOT 11 March 1 9ol WaAV rly Ave Towa

a

possible Acft flights over Dubuque. The operation

that, they had no record of B-52s flying around Dut

fhrough the etrorts of Lt Waddle, several other r

contacted, with negatime results.

According to Lt Watt#le B-52s normaly fly at

Ca March £4 at Dubuque, Iowa three silver

captured cn movie films by stot giant
pale SESE

heRulhorien, Grab: Photos;-”
opt Urges Vigilance

‘on Part of Members..° ..*)
(wo. instances. in which CNcaie indi- ‘

viduals. yueceeded in obtaining photo~ ~
sraphs ot UAOs within the last few weeks ,
nave come to, the pater, of the APRO

shaqme -

On the. fourth: ‘or Maren, Charles Mor-¥
vis, 31, am airplane instructor, obtained

9 feet of moving picture film of 2 for-

aation ofthree-dise-shaped objects. over.

LADUQUe, »Jawa. ‘Maris estimated their

iititude as. 20,060: fest, “their ‘sheed at
rout 200 miles per hour: ‘The objects:
vere saucer-shaped,: silvery. in- color”

‘orris. gave the filmi to the: Federal gov- ©

‘romest\'*for ene pet study,” the

UPL repuct.stalediy ; ae ae p
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APC LN 52x

SAPOI=3d (L/Col‘i

ys

been

4s mi

tae athached ie

reviewed by2

erited.

2. 1 reply to yo

aes, it
ATIC did contact several radar

Aiv Defanse Sector Headquarters, and

Dubuque, [Lowa area on } or 10

Chicago

no record of B-52's flying in the
19 40,

SAC these aircraft were there without the

ImowLadge of area radar stations and the Chicaso Air Defense Sector
Headquarters. It is not understood by ATIC how such flights could be
made without the Chicago Air Defenses Sactor's knowledge,

VOR Tih COMMANDER:

ea ae “e a ‘ eS ‘ vl > -" fs < < pee Oi

PHILIP G. EVANS 1 Atchs

Colonel, USAr Gy ltr, no date, fr ave

Deputy for SeLence and Components w/Ateh
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CIVILIAN U.F.O. RESP ARC
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*% % COMPLETION OF STUDY * %

Date of sighting: 4. March 1960

Loca tions Dubugue, Lowa

Time Approximately 1750 hours

Study Commenced: 28 March 1960

Study Terminated: ( August 1960

Conclusion subject to

further consideration? Yes

AUG 9 1960©2 % ‘ ae YJ 4

Report edited by: Date issusd: "
re te tenn eas teen,
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i. Introductory Comments:
00s pee ener es meres

; ; pportunity to investigates for quite a while. Just about

tha time it 4s decided what the objects were, and tha Eis RN Aka ARS

started, a letter arrives that throws Svavythine up for grebe avainEven now, you director is not certain what they ware. Sone of he
induiry letters have not yet been answarsd. If answers ara race lyved
later that change the picture again, a supplementary raport will ba
issusd.

On July 9, 1960, GUFOR's director wrote to Lt. Col. (formerly

f vr) Ld. Tacker, Alr Force Pentagon spokesman for UFOs, and told
him that we had definitely concluded that the objscts wera UPros.

Then, on the 29th, we received Mr. QM detailed raport that

threw the whole thing open again. The letter from SAC on August 4th
seamed to bea thea clincher.

Il. Details of Sighting:

? At approximately 5:55 pom, March 4, 1960, Charles Morris and
his wifa were at their home in Dubuque, Iowa, Watching a T~6 alr

atplane {a single-engine USAAF trainer of WW Ii vintage) perform a

an altitude of roughly 2,000 feat whan their attention was caught

by three luminous objects, elliptical in shape, traveling NNE at

about 200 mph. The objects, which he further dascribed as baling

about the size of a quarter at arm's length and about 25° degrees
above ths eastern horizon, were in view for about four minutes. Hs

went on to say, in his report to CUFOR, that “tha objects did not

give off smoks or any vapor trail, drop anything, change brightns ag,
shape or color, did not explode, speed up or stand still

tima...-the objacts wore sharply outlined and were like a bright
starse-- batwaen the brightness of the moon and of Venus." He
agtimated the stze of the objects to be 200 fest long and 60 feet

thick; however, sinca tha distance to the objects could only bes
guessed, it 1s thea same with the size of ths objects themsglivas.

Mir. Morris @xoosed some footage of 8 mm color film, but it

failed to show anything and the film has been returnsd to him by tha

Air Force.

Another witness was Mrs. H.V. Ludovissy, who saw them with her

; husband. Her raport, also on file with CUPOR, is similar to
son and hu

ir. Korrist, with some exceptions (minor or major, dapanding on your

point of view): “tT looked, and going toward the NW in the sky, were

three bright metallic objects; thay were travelliz VERY slowly, ale
cS Xi] ’ nS Law] J ?

most floating, THEY VERE NOT PLANZS..-eta watched for almos
t

minutes, and, as we watched, ons of them, the one in the middle,
gave a flash, or white glow, and at the same time a puff of whit

amoka came from the back of it. Tha sun was gatting in the wast at
:

the time, and I figured if it was the sun that made the flash, all
ee

thraga would have it; bacause they ware so close togett
tha middle ona had tha glow."

On the "other side of the fence” ara tha obssrvers who pelieve

the objgcts wara aircraft.

eri ee heeeeal acts Me DUD boat OCR ate wa oy hea eed



One is Perdinand Healer, of Dubuque, who wav th

paly of7 x 50 binoculars, | 1 saport rad, in part B .
oY threa sarge aliperart, which appeared to bes fiying ons behind the
ather at lower ng usual jab altitude and at juast medina speeds
Thay were flying NNW (in a later, mor g-datalied Lapowrt, he pata
that, avter consideration, they may hava baen goin due north oy
pl te & Little sast of north ~ Ed.), time 5:50 p.m I saw shan nos

ut bare time within about 15 or 20 days alwaya at the an

a piace."
hie Nagler alao pul tneair elevation at avnproximately 25° abnpve

ihe hor Agen; however, ha gaid they war9 about as larga aa a pinhsad

neld at arm's length. Ha ateo paw a "slight vapor at ons tina to.

ward end of sighting.” He ramarked, "1 saw tha planga cloarly witha
tna sun on them. Ho painging waa visible, but the high tatis and
eide wandows were." Ha ia of tha opinion. that they ware either Con.
vyair &30'a, Boeing 707’ sa, of Douglas DC-8' a.

iy. Nagler has strong suopers 4n tha per Bon of Mr. Aljan A.

Jonaa, of Dubuque, who saw tham through 20x 50 powar binoculars.Said Mr. Jonas, Nthey war9 Bs bse.) in eathes loose Formation on a
courses of S&S to NW. Thair speed (slow) was Gena most unusual pare oy
the whole affair. I couldrnot deterpin ne tho t3IDS » but aircrast they

san them seyeraltimes aftar that (on afferenta $? >.

YOUTIT- o He
dofinitely were. I

dates - Ed.}, and they ware following about the sane

Bilao saw contrails and a tail "Like 2-52",
Ve. Jonas aiffera with Mr. Morris a3 to altitude and sievation

Ha ature them ag 40,000 fast and 75° respectively.
Sect aa !

A tra witness also sav the contrails and

dawe neat pal aiveraft (propaller-type), mostly be2 hombed ote

oe

erapeed.

Wa therefore havea five witnegsesa with five slightly disterent
ac ote PeSeen)

Tit. curor' f3 Conc}tusion:

Tha conelusion of Civilian UFO Research regearding the three

objecss saan over Dubudua, fowa, March 4, 2950, at apprrox Lnate Ly
ot3:50 o.m-, 48 a follows:

that the objects wareThe greater amount of data tends Ho show 
)

Atr Gomman@. We, hove4 atperars, possibly of the USsAP Strategie

avar, do not rule out ths possipiliby that tne pbjacts agen by hes
Morris and Mesa. Ludovissy ware unt dentifiablg objects of unknown

origin, purpese, or a3 atination,

In announcing this coneluston, we wlan to emphasize
 ithe Tol-

oe we

Rowing points:
-

{A) Civilian UFO Ressarch spant over four months in-
voto ing this Sight ing. Tha primary wiens eases
Wg xa contacted and their reports ars on Tiles

.
Aireraft eompanies manufact uring jet transports
for civilian wee wars Quastioned aa to thea pos-
pibiliisy of training flights that could ac count
“or tha report.

u Rice RAN ail that MCR Slee te Sr WS
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(5) The very nature of ths observations rulea out
objects of astronomical origin (stars, meteors,
etc.).

(C) The nature of the sighting also rules out "Light

phenomena", "birds", and "clouds, dust, etc".

(D) The alrection of the objects’ flight compared with

wind directions at tha times exclude balloons froa

being considgrad as the correct identification.

(8) The rather widely saparated points of observation

rule out "psychological manifestations".

(F) The character of the witnesses discount tne pos-

sibility of a hoax.

IV. Arguments for Unicentifiable Objects (UFOs):

Charles Morris 1s a commercial pilot and has logged 5,000

hours in 14 years of commercial flying; he is familiar with alr-
craft of most types. He apparently saw the objacts at rather close

range and is certain of what ho saw.

He told Ralph Ingerson, staff writer for the Dubudqug Tale-

praph Herald, "They were thin on the leading edge, thick in the

middils, and thin in back ~ just like you'd expect them to be. TI

was seeing them from thea sida, and they looked exactly Lika you'd
takan two platters and put them faca to face - vary large ollip-

tical objects.

"Just to giva you an idea of their size, they seemed to ba

about one-eighth the size of the moon. They had a brightness like

I've never seen before - no 'fuz2' around them, but bright and

sharply defined. They ware Like silent ghosts moving through the

sixy

"They couldn't have bean jets; they weren't fast enough, for

one thing - a jet would have baen gona before I could gat thea cam-

era, at that altituda - they were only 20° to 25° above the hori-
zon (trug, a jet probably would disappear that rapidly - yn OS EI

if it had been the sun shining off military aircraft, ths reflected

Litsht would have changed intensity as the objects crossad the sky.

Taase didn't - they were a constant brightness. And there wasn't a
cloud in the sky - it was perfectly clear.” (Guoted from Dubudus

Talegraph-Herald, March 6, 1960, p.8)

This side of ths "argument" gats support in the fact that a
chack with Traux AFB, Madison, Wisconsin, by the Telegraph-Herald
brought a reply from tha operations officer that no military planas
from that basa had been reported in the area. "Negative - wa had

nothing in that area - no operations scheduled at that time," the

operations officer said.



Queries sant out by CUFOR brought these replies:

(A) Robert Hoffman, Airport Manager, Dubuagug Municipal

Airport: "I hava checked and to my knowledge there
were no aircraft in the area at the above specified

time (time of the sightings - Ed.)."

(8B) Michael Gladuch, Public Relations, Bosing Airplanes
Company: "Our records have been checked most care~
fully.....The records show that no formation of

thrae Boeing 707's flew on a northerly coursa over

Dubuque, lowa, on March 4, 1960. Nor wera there any
707 formation flights over that arsva during the

fifteen - twenty days following that date."

(C) G.W. Greaves, Convair Division, General Dynamics
Corp.: "Ags far as we know there were no 8880's fly-
ing over Dubudus, Lowa on larch 4, 1960. Our test
aircraft were operating from the municipal airport

herg in San Disgo. We have delivered a few 880's
to Delta Air Lines, but they are in scheduled sér-

vice."

(D) A letter to Douglas Aircraft Company is, as yet,

unanswered.

In closing, let us say that one cannot simply discount tha

opinions of a trained pilot and other witnessss, who state, posi-

tively, that the objects were not aircraft and who havs thea back-

ing of statements that tand to show that there wers no alrcrart

in the area.

Vv. Arguments for Alroraft:

This "side" has some obvious advantages: two witnesses (Mr.
Nesler and Mir. Jones) saw the objects through binoculars. They
both saw definite physical characteristics of aircraft. Mr. Nes.
lar saw the tall (vertical stabilizer) and windows; Mrdongs saw
tha tail and the wings.

Me. Jones (who, like Mr. liorris, has had pilot's training;
however, I do not know how much) sald the tail was similar to
that of a B- 52, This and tha fact that Air Force SAG (Strategic
Air Command) flies B-52's and has a triangle radar tast course
in the ar¢da with its northern leg ending at Lancaster, Wisc.,
about 20 miles north of Dubuque, was sufficient to warrant a
letter to SAC Hsadquarters, at Offutt AFB, Omaha, Nebraska.

The reply, from Capt. Edwin C. Derryberry, Directorate of
information, read, in part:

"In vestigation here with our flight scheduling branch rax
vealed that Strategic Air Command did have some 2-celis and 3-
célls flights operating over Dubuque, Iowa for a 25 hour period
which included 5:50 p.m. on 4 march 1960. While we can not say

definitely, it's highly possible that the sighting at that time
could have been KC-135's or B-52's of this command."

oo
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Again, we cannot discount the observations of reliable witna ss

Vl. Comparison of Argumants:
nono cree

There are sows points of disagregments that cannot be disre
parded, nor treated lightly: Gharles Morris saw large, luminous,
sharply outlined objects 25° above the horizon; Ferdimand Nesler
saw gmall, sharply outlined objects ebjsests that reflected sun-
light and flew 25° above the horizon. Allan Jones saw small,poetry

Blurred ("due to distance"), sun-reflecting objects at 75° above

the horizon.

Mr. Morris put the objects at approximately 2,000 feat; lr.

Neslex didn't give a figure, but gald they were low; Mr. Jone

however, put them at 40,000’ feat or above. Wa area not contradict-
ing our earlier stategment that the altitudes can only be gusssed
since the objects’ size was unknown, we are merely pointing out
the difference in altitude, 1.e., low vs. high.

Tnere is some disccrepancy in time (Mr. Morris: 5:55 p.m.$;

Nrg. Ludovissy: 5:50; Mr. Negler: 5:50; lire Jones: about 6:00)
however, it is not believed that thig ig a major point, since
they are estimated times

w
e

VII. Closing Comments:

I perhaps, it is apparent why our investigation has jumpod

back and forth, up and down, practically every ten minutes.

Your dirgctor cannot help but wonder so the Air Force offi
-

clally carries this incident as “Insufficient Evidence” (per Lt.

Col. Tackar's correspondence with CUFOR, 6 uly 1960), Bas oO
simple check with SA0 would have brought the same reply EtAebe vie)
GUFOR - and a possible identification. We do not say that tha ob-
jects were SAC aircraft, but the possibility is strong.

There is ons glim possibility that must be considered, aspec-

lally in view of the discrepencias Listed above.

Supposing Mr. Morris and Vrs. Ludovissy cute eae UFOS ate OW

altituds, while Mr. Jones, either at the same ti ox a few min- :

utes later, saw three aircraft at highpaat idee. Baeeiane contrail 2,
st
: Then", one may sar, and rightfully go, ‘what about the con

syrall that Mrs. Ludovissy saw and the three aircraft that 
Mir. Nes-

ler saw at low altitude?"
truth is: Wa don't know»' Perhaps, by Wey. of a partial an-

svar, ic. Nesler 1s not too Familiar with angular slevations a

miscalculated.

Any additional information, comments, or suggestions that a
5)

reader might have would ba apprec tated by Civilian UFO Researecn.

In closing, your diractor mould Like to extend his thanks to

Q11 whose namés appgar in this report for the help they gave i.
this study. A special thanks goes to GCULOR mamber Shir

ley Wee naas

of Spancer, lowa, whe furnished nim with clippings, a
ddre sse s, and

tha original incentive to A1nvestigate this particular sight ing.
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[Flying Objesjecta Filmed by Pilot
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“[ DUBUQUE," lows, iaeoh BatSoe railes: a hoor, about
eoen—as airhlane Jnatrpctar{ 30,080 feet up.
. $5938: be saw yey: swoticers"} ‘The odbjocts: dint lov itke

dover lows lest migict. And itipianes or weather ‘balicons)

“Sisays ha diagprod. Saeed left ae vapsr trails, Mor-|
ate Charles. Morrizy 31,. anid “hoist @ pilot few 24pears, sald.
y was watering’ a stunt plane(Merris shot 14 feck ef guovie

_ perform: ‘ever the Missiseippi|iita of the mysictioa objects.

“yppier at sumdown when beiHe gavethe film ththaiFed-,
“lwpottedt® throneliver,, saucer|aral Government for process-|;
oe jshaped. adjects: whirling. ead ing ans, silatpierce
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lia jor William

epartment of

of the

Inf orma

ton Segt Gs

Major Colsman,

Thank you for your letter and the press release of august 26.ee

x

L t

pro¢ and study. ‘hree other persons confirmed Morris’ re~

Pore, Dv the Pinel proof, he said, is on the film."

In the news release that you sent Hes Lb sald toeooDrsods ALlen

Pee ees Norv: s; z lentific ConsultantlIOr“TIWEStTEXT Univers. ty acted as sc

I sent Dr. Hynek allette: a. k

the woe story and whether or not hs had ever
seen the film. In his reply, he said that he had never seen

ie Re vill be anxious to do so". He then asked me if

I knew where the film could be obtained.

v

film now, and

VW 4 i= say ‘witnesses, see
+
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