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Tea “all + Dalton, Massachusett

On 2S March 1950, a 30 powmd chunk of ice fell in Dalton, Massachusetts,the area was surveyed ty an ATIC investigator, and there ware no OV OYheat objects from which the ica could hava fallen, ‘The splatter patternwas a Yairly even distribution over an area 231 by 23', Ths ice wasceseribed as rather porous, or like rine ice. A sample was taken franthe center of one of the lar emot to preclude con
ger pieces in an att

tamination from the local area, The famole was transported to ATICoakiv an air tight container, An analysis of the samole was acconolishned |
tons) 

r & Pyby the physics Laboratory of tne Wright Air Develooment Divi Sion, and
7] ory ¥ “< z ?& copy of the report is attachment #1 to this document .
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MEMO TOs: Major Friend

SUBJECT: Report of Dalton, Nass. Ice Fall, 25 March 1960

e, HOT, Friday, 25 March 1960,. Mr and Mrs Te : ,
Dalton, Mass. reported the fail of many pounds of ice

from the sky. This was reported on the radio, and T called eerenaen
and asked him to put a sample of the ice in the freezer, Later in the
week ip, a friend of mine, volunteered to make the trip fror
Boston to Dalton, Mass. (300 erie round trip, topick up the ice, He
cut a chunk out of the center the ice sample and the melted sample
is herewith submitted.

2. the circumstancesof the fall were these: Shortly before 10:30 the
Roche's 15 year old son returned from an errand waking copious tracks
in the snow; within a few minutes there was a very loud noise outside
that "shook the house'!, averyone dashed outside thinking that there
had been a bad automobile accident someplace. All that was found was
the fallen ice which landed very close to the tracks in the snow made
by +1 Sie boy just a few minutes earlier. This made a hole in the
ground about one inch deep. The landing cate of the ice is pictured
in inclosure, and also close-ups of the ice. It was determined thea
the ice could not have fallen from the roof or the trees. The landing
pattern of the ice is shown in inclosed diagram.

3. The ice itself resembled tapioca snow andwas considerably less
dense than ordinary ice for it was quite coarse anda chunk the size
of a man's head probably weighed not much more than a pound. By noDoh ai dss oLos could the frozen snow-ice be thourht the sare as the
Surrounding snow and ice,

hi. Exact weather conditions have not yet been determined, but witnesses
stated that they could see stars. They also stated that their house
does not lie under any scheduled airlines.

5. A sample of the water has been given to Dr Gis at Smithsonian
for tritium analysis. It is suggested the present sample be subjected
to anaivsis at Wright Field.

Dr J. Allen Hynek

OLE: Water sample should be analyzed for type of water ( istal,
rain, etc), mineral content, and orranic content, and such
other analysis as is deemed apvropriate - also spectrorraahic
analysis of residue in water,
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EVALUATION REPORT

SNALSSIS OF JOB WATER

REPORT NR: WWHO P5Q=7 paTE: =} May 1960

Prosect na: 5S7FLOL TYPE EVALUATION:

MANUFACTURER: SPEC NR:

suamitreo ey: AYOINehz2 ITEM SERIAL NR:

Jamea 0, Solien

Ie PURPCSE

To enalyze a sample of thawed ice water and determine ibs composition,

If, FACTUAL DATA

1. The sample was received and assigned Physics Laboratory Suborder No,

2, ‘the sample was analyzed by emission spectroscovy and x~ray dif?rseticn

onalysige

3. Umission sveotrograpais analysia indicated tha water to have the

following cemposition:

Viltered thawed ice vater ~ f

tinor - Masnesiun

Sraees = Silicon, manganess, 2luninum, iron, sickel,

copper, codium, sinc, chromium and calisium

Lares and small particles (residue) -

Principal ~ Calcium

Majors -Silison, mazeaesium, aluminum snd iron

Minors - ‘lenganese, copper, sodium, zins, titanium and

chromium

rages » Tin, lead and nicks).

AF-P-O-25 MAR 38 5M



jo Xevay diffraction anal sig indicated that the large and small particles
ave the same compound. The compound was identified as silicen dioxida
(Si0&), a natural mineral,

ITZ. GONCLUSIGNS

There waa not enough of the thawed ice water to condnes any other
emalysis.

IV, PSCOMMENDA

None, data meraly submitted,

PREPARED BY:
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Sp WHNCPAa2

ws.

this report has been reviewad end is anprovode

DISTRIBUTICN: SOLOMON F,. BROKESHOULDER, Cant, USAT

Chief, Organic Analysis Seetion
WWECP (1 cy) Physics Laboratory
WWROPA (3 cys) Materials Central

LOER WIRD Pb0~-7 2
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