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LAWRENCE COLLEGE
APPLETON, WISCONSIN

Maj. William T. Coleman, Jre.
UFO Project Officer

Public Information Division
Office of Information

Office of the Secretary
Dept. of the Air Force

Washington, D.C.

Dear Major Coleman:

I appreciate very much your sending me a list of
your records on meteor sightings in Wisconsin, Minnesota,
and Iowa for 1959-61.

You will note from the enclosed mimeograpned report
that I did congsiderable work on at least one of these

Sightings o

I shall perhaps take the liberty of bothering
you again a year or so from now for any additional
meteor reports that may have come your way.

Wwould 1t be a lot of trouble for you to give me the
name and address of the person who reported the meteor
from Booth Lake, Wisconsin, 6-10-59? I should like to get
further information on this one 1if possible,

Very sincerely yours,

wpg -l

PrM“ o

Cony to Col, }Macomber
Truax Flield
Madison, Wis.




DPear Professor:

Thank you for yours of September 15th enclosing a copy of
tmmmnumrnm Report.

There are two gentlemen in Madison, Wisconsin who should be

able tc help you on the matisr of the Booth lake Meteor sighting.
wvhose street address we don't have, and .
t, Madison |5, Wisconsin.

- We are happy to assist you anyway we can. Feel free to call
on us at any time.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM T. COLEMAN, JR.
Ma jor, USAFY
UFO ProJject Officer

Publie Information Division

- Office of Information
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The G -Port Arthur Fireball of January 15, 1961

'

Lawrence College, Appleton, Wis,

April 8, 1961
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On the evening of January 15, 1961, a large fireball was seen
travelling northward from points between Mauston, Wisconsin, and Port
Arthur, Ontario, This came to the writert!s attention through a news-

cast concerning the lMauston sightings presented by Green Bay Radio
Station WBAY,

e . T T
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An immediate effort was made to secure accurate, detailed reports
from the Maulton area, The Juneau County sheriff's office, Mauston
Radio Station WIMV, and a Mauston newspaper, the Juneau County Chronicle,

rendered active assistance, Subsequently, M a
Lawrence College student whose home is in Mauston, personally interviewed

several of the witnesses.

Mrs. oeSNENNRY ho lives on a farm near Camp Douglas,l3 miles
northwest of Mauston, reported the course of the fireball as "straight

down" to the north. This suggests that the bolide passed directly over
Camp Douglas, although it did not become visible until it had travelled

some distance beyond.

Mrs.”san the “ireball from an automotile about half a
mile southeast of Lake Delton--23 miles southeast of ilauston, To her,
it appeared to be "as large, if not twice as large, as the moon". OShe
checked her watch and noted that the time was exactly 6:10 P,M. (Central

Standard Time).

Mr AN was in the living room of his home at the Castle
Rock Boy Scout Camp, about 13 miles northeast of Mauston. He described
the fireball as "larger than the {ull moon” and resembling an airplane

coming down in flames,

None of these observers heard any sound which they connected with
the nassage of the fireball,

About a week later, a letter was received from Vir oo of
Minocqua indicating that the same fireball had been seen in that area.

The writer visited iMinocqua on January 24th and collected a number of
verbal reports. Additional written renorts were received subsequently
--thanks to the cooperation of Minocqua's newspaper, the Lakeland Times,

and Rhinelander Radio Station WDBT,

/

” and“were in a car about 8 miles west
of Minocqua. They reported the fireball as about half the size of the

full moon and "shooting out spariks"., It passed more or less cdirectly
~verhead and was visible for at least five seconds. Twenty seconds after

its disappearance they hearc "rumbling or crackling" sounds.

w an eleven-year-old boy, was walking toward the barn on
his family's farm just west of Woodruff, a mile north of liinocqua. HLe
saw the fireball passing a little west of overhead and was imoressed by
its brilliant illumination of the snow-covered ground,

Mrs. D 1ives two miles wast of Boulder Junction about
4




18 miles north of Minocqua. She was outdoors watching a snowplow clear-
ing the surface of a skating rink. The fireball, as she observed it,
passed more or less cirectly overhead from south to north.

Mr saw the fireball from a location near Manito-
wish VWaters, which is about 21 miles northwest of Minocqua. He thought
it landed within a thousand feet to the east of him., Although he heard
no sounds, Mr. noticed a strong odor of burning sulfur in the

air.

Mrs“was in a car about two miles southeast of

Presque Isle, which is on the Michigan border twenty-five miles north
of Minocqua., The fireball seemed to oass almost directly overhead., . As
it did so, the car radio faded out and she heard a "distinct hurming®
sound. DBefore it disappeared to th2 north, the fireball seemed to ex-

plode in a burst of greenish light and shoot fragments in all directions.

The foregoing renc:ts are consistent with the pnath of the main
fireball as inferred from observations in the Mauston and Ft, William
areas, Some other reports were received which are ap»arently inconsis-
tent, either because they invo.ive serious errors in compass directions
or because one or more otiher {ireballs (possible fragments of the main
one) were observed during the same evening.

For example, Miss Mas driving south on Highway 47 and
saw a fireball when she was about 156.miles northwest of Minocqua., Accord-
ing to Miss Walnick, the fireball seemed to come from overhead and fell
in front of her--to the southeast,

»

Mrs% saw a fireba.l through the open door of the Enchanted
Forest Bar about three miles nortnwest of Lac du Flambeau (approximately
11 miles northwest of ilinocqua), She called to customers who were in
the bar at the time, and they also witnessed the fireball, According

to Mr“ the direction of travel was from we2st to east, and the
course somewhat to the south,

Another observer who saw a fireball apparently falling toward the
southeast was Mrs, ? of Eagle River. She was driving north
on Highway 51 and was adout 13 miles north of Irma--roughly 35 miles
south of Minocqua., The fireball seemed to come from almost directly

over the car, It left a conspicuous trail and illuminated the ground
"like lightning",

“ saw no [ireball, but as he was walking along a

road 4 miles south of Three Lakes, noticed a neculiar blue-green illumi-
nation of the sky, which lasted for several seconds. One or two seconds
later he heard a dull "boom", apparently from the southeast, and simul-
taneously felt a distinet ground tremor, Three Lakes is about 27 miles

east of !Minocqua,

v
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Another reoort, aithouzn 1t introduces an additional complication in
the matter of direction, is iateresting in that it lends supcort for the




jdea that two distinct fireballs may have been seen in the Minocqua area.

el AN, high school student, was driving south of Highway 51
about 20 miles south of lMinocqua when he noticed a bright flash of white

light in the sky. About ten minutes later, after he had turned off the
highway onto a side road, he saw a fireball, which resembled "a burning

plane", apparently falling straight down to the southwest.

the area between fauston

and Minocqua, However il newspapers reported that the fireball
was seen from a North Central Airlines plane 1n the vicinity of Wisconsin
In northern iiichigan, inquiries were addressed to the Ontonagon

4 Chamber of Commerce. No responseé was received, It may be
due to weather concditions., Mrs.

(see above),

newspaper an
that the fireball could not be seen here

— in her report from just south of the lichigan border
indicated that the sky to the north was overcast.

Mrs. ‘ mentioned above, hanpened to be a former resident of the
Ft. William area and called to the writert's attention an article in the

Ft.'William,Times-Journal for January 16th indicating that the Mauston-
Minocqua fireball had been seen from the north shore of Lake Superior,
Requests for further detailed information were addressed to the Times-
Journal and the Port Arthur News Herald. Thanks to the very generous
cooperation of these newspapers, a nunber of excellen: zye-witness reports
vere later raceived by tne writer. Inquiries were alsc sent to various
other Canadian locations irom wiich the fireball might have been seen,

but these failed to o roduce additional data.

Two of the reports from the Ft. William-Port Arthur area are partic=-
ularly interesting in that they provide an approximate "fix" on the point

of impact. Ilir. was located on the north shore of Thunder
Bay about 5 miles nortieast of the Port Artaur city lirits, He saw the
fireball reach the horizon .on a line just a little to the west of Pie
Island., Mr.“ was looking out the fron@ window of his home
a and Ford Sts. in Ft, William, fle saw

near the intersection of Isabell
the fireball appear from behind the summit of Mt. licKay and descend in an

apparently eastward direction so that 1t reached the horizon slkightly 1O
the east of the base of the mountain. The intersection of Mr.

and Mr. Asiiiin 11nes puts the point of impact between the west ends
of Pie Island and Thomdson Island.

Three cther reports were received from within the city limits of
Ft., William, SRRy - 13-year-old boy, was skating in Minne-
sota Park near the north city limits when he Saw the fireball, looking
"bigger than a star" and followed Dy 2 short trail "like a blow torch®,

falling to an end point 15° east of south. lir <SR V25 1n 2

car at the intersection of Oakwood 3t. and Victoria aAve. He too gave a

course for the meteorite fiich would nut the »noint of impact close O

Mr . < 1ine . irs wDENBRARRGNy 25 i1 2 car (apoarsatly
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parkeﬁliii McKellar General Hospital., As soon as she saw the fireball,
Mrs. t out of the car for a better view, She watched the

fireball descend to the southeast and noted the time as exactly 6:12
C.S5.T,

Two reports came in from persons located a considerable distance
west of Ft. William. Mr., was fishing near the west end of
Jhitefish Lake--about 36 uthwest. He described the fireball as
"sbout the size of the moon", and its course as nearly parallel to the
soutihieastern horizon, The point of impact he estimated to be on a line
running toward the southwest end of Isle Royale. Miss SN s2v
the fireball through the window of a house located about 26 miles west
of Ft., William. To her it looked like "a large star" with a trail like

vapor behind a ja2t plane "but very red".

Most Canadian observers (excepting Mr- described the apparent
size of the fireball as something between a star of extraordinary bright-

ness and "about one cuarter the size of the moon", None of them was
aware of any sounds coniected with the flight or impact of the bolide.

It may be mentionzd that, as in the llinocqua area, several renorcs
vere received on vhat appear to have been other fireballs or large meteors

visible the same evening,

Since the northern sart of Lake Superior is ordinarily ice-covered
until well along in the soring, and thick ice is not earily penetrated
even by a falling meteorite, it seemed desirable to try to initiate an
air search around the nrobable noint of impact. Accordingly, the Ft.
William Times Journal and also the Ft, William Chamber of Commerce were
notified that, if any small plane owners c&red to look for it, a reward
of 5100 would be paid {or the recovery of the meteorite, It was suggested
that the search be concentrated betiwecen the west ends of Pie Island and
Isle Royale, UWhether any search was made 1S not known, So far, no one

has apolied for the reweard,




