
as PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
1. DATE

hO mi W of Santa Rosa Island, © Wos Batleon

16 Jan 61 & Los Angeles, California a AA Builonn
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION wach st st

Local 1800 0 Ground-Vi sual D Ground-Rodar 5 Deets Areal? :

GMT_ 102002 B Air Visual El Aéinvercent Heder |2 Pescttty Mirerere
5. ‘PHOTOS 6. SOURCE 0 Was Astronomical MET«0 Re

O Yes G Probobly Astronomical
Ne Military and Civilian 0 Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 9. COURSE O Other.
. O Insufficient Date for Evaluation

D0 Unknown

3-4 Sec One then ma Descendin
ice saul meeepeiiaiesiacnatstegesnii

ettetiedates

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING Round object, Size of |1). COMMENTS njescription }

basketball. Blueish white, like an electric Ce teristic of hae Wend in
No definate formation. Object seen by pilot; | the earth's atmosphere.

passing off port side object broke into sever

smaller pieces. Appeared 15°, 280°. Object

descended and broke up into many pieces, then

faded out. |
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yonetas/arctnebaox | - 7/ |

1 609TH ACWRON, YOUR MSG 1381, DTD 17 JAN 61, RPTG THE SIGHTING OF A |

he THE INFO RPTD IS VeRY LIMITED IN NATURE, PRECLUDING A VALID
t

? CONCLUSION. REQ MORE DETATLED INFO BE RPTD IN ACCORDANCE WITH |

‘asAFR 200-2, DTD 1h SEP 59. |
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TENNEY. TENNEY, AT HOME AT

\ |

LP IL Bh She HC

Los ANGELES, JANe 16 CUPIJ --A GIANT BALL OF FIRE FLASHED ACROSS
THE HORIZON IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TONIGHT, ALARMING: RESIDENTS WHO
SWAMPED POLICE SWITCHBOARDS WITH INGUIRIES«

THE CONTROL TOWER AT LOS ANSELES INTERNATIONAL ALRP ORT SAID IT
RECEIVED SEVERAL REPORTS OF SIGHTINGS: FROM PLANES IN THE AREA AS. WELL

#8 CALLS FROM MANY RESIDENTS. —
‘A SPOKESMAN AT THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS TRAFFIC CONTROL CENTER

LESCRIBED THE FLASH AS *A HUGE BALL OFFIRE WHICH SEEMED TO SPLIT

INTO TWO. PARTS» ...1T.WAS. GOING. NORTH isola : , oe
rd +s be tteeon " i. fs Se

DESCRIBEDTHE.FLASH AS:ce“HUCE. BALL. OF FIRE WHICH SEEMED. TO ‘SPLIT .
INTO TWO'PARTSs (IT WASGOING. NORTHWEST.

®w5 ASSUME IT WAS A METEOR , /BUT A LOT OF CALLERS , ALD IT LOOKED »
LIKE A SATELLITE REENTERING THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE.®

THE FLASH OF BRILLIANT CRANGE-RED FLAME WAS REPORTED FROM
SANTA BARBARA, 110 MILES UP THE COAST, FROM PALMDALE, A DESERT CITY
ABOUT 199 MILES NORTHEAST. OF HERE, AND THROUGHOUT THE METROPOLITAN|
LOS ANGELES: AREA.

Bo. WAS. NO: OFFICIAL. WORD FROM ANY SCURCE AS TO WHAT THE
BALL WAS.

ED WASEE NEL FEURTH SUCH INCIDENT THAT HAS KEPT SOUTKERN CALIFORNIANS
EDGYe FIRST WAS A SLIGHT EARTHQUAKE FRIDAY NIGHT. A SONIC

BOOM RATTLED: TRE AREA SATURDAY. AND HUGH 15-FOOT WAVES --SO FAR

\NEXPLAINED=-HAVE BEEN BATT zh THE SHORELINE.

"Il HEARD: A SWISHING SOUND§% SAID FONTANA POLICEMAN WILLIAM. A |
HE TIME, SAID KE HUSTLED HIS CHILDREN INTO

THE HOUSE AFTER IT PASSED OVER.
POLICE IN’ FONTANA, A SUBURB 4) MILES EAST OF HERE, SAID THEY

HAD RECEIVED RADIO REPORTS OF SIGHTINGS FROM AS FAR AWAY AS SAN)
DIEGO TO THE SOUTH AND BAKERSFIELD TO'THE NORTH. :
“*1T0S A: GIANT Wp Ta Aa eee hesjunes ae BAe en ‘ee

© 1T WAS. A GIANT. WHITE BALL OF FLAME TRAILING A GOLD. TALL)*
SAID POLICEMAN TENNEY«
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“NST LEAD. FIREGALL CAA SN)
OME LOS ANGEFLES, yi, 6 | MUPI) =-ArSLANT BALL: GF FIRE FLASHING ACROSS
THE HORIZON “ATSZO US K) LIGHTED UP MUCH CF CALLFCRNIA TONIGHT, ALARMING

oTROUS ANDS OF. RESIDENTS ALREALY ELS ‘SECALESE CY RECENT UN EXPLAINED

RE SPORTS: OFS YGHTINGS CAME”Res “CANS HYEGO, CN THE MEXICO. BORDER
THERE COAST GUARD PLANES. WERE DISPATCHEL TCs ENVESTIGATE THE tic

(ANSTERICUS FIREBALL, TO MARIN.COUNTY NCRIM.GR SAK FRANCISCOS.0p, 46.
EMETEOROLOGISTS|TATELAS VEGAS@ Sod MILES INLAND, ALS SIGHTED ITs.
SSS JUST LASTALAST: NIGHT:ENOTHER TREMENDOUS rich CF. LEGHT BRIGHTENED
THE: ay IN, SOUTHERN OREGON AND NCRTHERN CALIFORNIA, LICKTING EUREKA,

Oe THE cin FORCE. AT VANDENBERG AIK FCRCE EASE. CN THE CENTRAL CALIFGENIA
SEASIDE AND TKE- HICK PRIORITY BALLIS71C MISSILE LIVIS1ON SAID THERE
RERE NO UcSe ROCKET FIRINGS AT-THE TIME THE STRANGE LIGHT WAS SEEN

TON ABRERSNGETLURABUTES 7 OPERCERUPST (S Pelle FST)s :
SECOL INES? RE. NX

j aye oy
i Se

WERE NO UeSe ROCKET FIR INGS AT THES TGE THE TRANCE LIGHT WAS SEEN
TONICHT SHORTLY AFTER “Y O'CLOCK PST (5 Pete FST). ate

“APPARENTLY” BRIGHTEST CVER SOUTHE?N CALIFORNIA, IT #AS LESCRIbDED
1S. A WIERD BUT BRILLIANT BALL CF FLANE-TRALLING MULTICOLORED GLOW.

DESCKIPTIONS GF THE FIFEEALL VARIEL AS 1C WMERE IT WAS SIGHKTE.
mw2 ASSUME IT.WAS A NETECR BREAK IN UP.” ee ALL A SPCKEMAN AT. THE

CIVIL AERONAUTICS TRAFF INC CONTRO! ENTFR IN. LoS ANGELFS* “BUT IT
LOOKED LIKE A SATELLITE REENTER| THE DT ATMOS PEERES®

‘AIR FORCE MAde IRV NEUWIRTH, A MEMBER OF THE BALLISTIC. NISSILF.

AIVIS 108, SAIDJHE SAW THE TALL’ FAD OF THE FIREBALL AS HE DROVE INTO KIS

ae Cer JUST: LCORED LIKE A HETECE. eT NES. MAYE ONE THAT:WAS 4) *y
‘BREAK IN'S UPse@ BUTSIT. wAS BRIGHT--ch IChKTLK THAN ANYTHING I°VE SENeTM
tgs HE VENTURAZAND SANTA BARBARA SHERIPF'S. CFFICES WERE SWAMPED: WITH

CALLS ~~ AS WERELMCST AREA LAWOENFCRCEMENT CHRICES« CALLERSTO THOSE:

TUG TOF F ICES 5x HOWEVER, SAI LE LOCKELS LIAR. ThE. Gh IECT rELL NEAK rons

MIs. CoISPGeO0-MILES: NORTH: CF LOS AN SEEPS ee
BRIN SAN LUISGOBISPC, THOUSH, <THE: CECECT (hal SEEN CTILL HEADED

“OT TO-SEEs-Ay WHITE BALL: CF PLANE SHCLERING’ Grr RELDISK-CRANGE SPARKS.
“GPICKUP TTHSPGHS AlLsINs IT AS THE PCURTH)

ee | Ge a WRZS BITES PRS

READ 4TH PGHSXxX AFTER 6. CrcLocK ETC ) Spies e



urd SisSé6Nn HC
URGENT Seer :

<ND LEAD FIREBALL ve SN) Ge |
LOS ANGELES, JAN. (16: CUPI)<-~A GIANT FIRE-TRAILING METEOR YG

FLASHED ACROSSTHE HORIZON THROUGHOUT MOST OF CALIFOKNIA TONIGHT,

ALARMING THOUSANDS OF RESIDENTS. ALREALY, ELGY GECAUSE GF RECENT.
UNEXPLAINED PHENOMENA %&

REPORTS -OF SIGHTINGS . CAME: FROM SAN DIEGC, ON. THE MEXICO BORDER,
TO MARIN COUNTY, “NORTH ‘OF ‘SAN FRANC ISCG--A SPAN GF AE CUT 622 MILES.
IT ALSO WAS SIGHTED BY eae eN IN. AN Lk PORT TOWER IN LAS. :

TOUCHEDOFFBYTHE THOUSANDS OF SIGHTINGS WERE WILD REPORTS OF AIR.

“CRASHES 5 NUMEROUS FIRES STARTED: BY EMBERS FROM THE METEORITE, AND -.THAT
EEFENSE INSTALLATIONS HAD. TRACKED THE KUGE FIRESALL: INTO THE. PACIFIC
CCEAN. ALL WERE FALSE. |

‘ THE MOUNT WILSON OBSERVATORY IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA--WHERE THE
TREDALL APPEARED MOST BRILLIANT#-SALU IT WAS CGMMON FOR PERIODIC:

CHOWERS ‘OF METEORS TO HIT THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE, CAUSING TKEM TO
APPEAR QUITE BRIGHTe. SUCH A BN te EONS A SPOKES MAN SAID, IS KNOWN
AS DRACOID. :'

JUST LAST NIGHT: A METEOR FLASHED ACROSS THE SKY IN SOUTHERN”
CREGON AND NORTHERN SAL LROBDIAS. LIGHTING UP EUREKA, CALIFe, ALMOST
LIKE: DAYLIGHTe=

ACHECK WITH MILITARY AND DEFENSE. INSTALLATIONS SHOWED THERE. WAS
NO ROCKET FIRINGS AT THE TIME THE METEOR WAS SIGHTED, ABOUT

6 O’CLOCK TONIGHT (S$ Pe 153 Ft 29, AND THERE WAS NO RADAR TRACKING.
OF THE FIERY OBJECT. + A

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE FIREBALL VARIED AS TO WHERE THEY WERE SEEN,
SUT MOST PEOPLE: AGREED IT WAS RAPIDLY MOVING NORTHWEST=-A GIANT. A
BALL OF FIRE. TRAILING. A LONG MULTICOLORED TAIL.© OBSERVERS IN SOME

AREAS SAID IT; LEFT AN EERIE BLUISH LISHT AFTEKGLOW,-

\ “AN. AIR FORCE OFFICER, FAMILIAR WITH ROCKET LAUNCHINGS BOTH AT:
CALIFORNIA'S” VAND ENB ERG” AIR -FORCE BASE AND CAPE CANAVERAL, FLAey |
Demet & EDITS AS» » PA: VERY BRIGHT: LIGHT---AS BRIGKT AS tIVE EVER SEEN."
ed, RUBETT CHE. ALzSNs ¥E-ASSUME 1 oD Ror ee on
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OFFICIALS IN MONTER

SEAN. AIR FORCES OFF

US AS: ie
oS. vy Tea FIREBALL

EVITGRS NOTE*“WHEN A LARGE NETECR FLASHEL ACRCSS CALIFORNIA
AST NIGHT, IT IGUCHED OFF A SERIES CF +ILD--AND FALSE-“REPORTS THAT

‘PROVIDE A CLASSIGASTUDY, IN THE BECIAWING:-CR; BANICGia THE FOLLOW ING
SIGRY IS A PROFILFOOF THE INCIPIENT PANIC, MCW IT DEVELOPED AND How
TEGEINALLY WASURESOLVED. ©,0 0 ae Spt Sai NO
“AeBY DONALD. LEONERE » ROR deans) icy TeaES
Migs BH: UNITED. PRESS” INTERNATIONAL we

2)Log ANGELES,’eJAN. 17 CUPL)=-IT BEGAN CALMLY ENCUGHS A MYSTERLOUS
SRIGHT LIGHT:whe" ¢SEEN FLASHING ACROSS THE SKY TRAILING A GLOWING ~~
TAIL

me BEFCRE IT ENDED: TKERE WERE REPORTS THAT ¥IRES WEKE RAGING
“THROUGHOUT CALIFORNIA, THAT.METAL DEDRIS AND SPARKS WERE RAINING
ORROM THE SKY AND THAT A°MANSMADE SATELLITE HAD PLUNSEL To. EARTH.-VMSeALL THE REPORTS" WERE FALSE EXCEPT THE FIRST-CNE.| THERE HAD Se

DEED BEENA BRIGHT }LASHe.. IT WAS CAUSED, ASTRONOMERS. BELIEVE, BY
REHUGE METEOR THAT BLAZED THROUGH THE EARTH'S ATMOS PHERE, ‘LEAVING A
PEERY TRAIL’ THAT“ AS: SEEN. IN MUCK OF CALIFORN‘TA AND AS FAR. AS”
aI": MILES INLAND“IN NEVADA.©

“PIT wAS NEARLY AN HOUR BEFORE: THE iYSTERIOUS FLASH COULD: BE
IDENTIFIED. DURING THAT TIME A RISING TIDE GF PANIC SEEMED TO CVERTAKE
MANY: Ppetheiitiar 25 ohana Be Mond “WHG SOON WERE KEEPEATING FANTASTIC
AOHGRS » y

TM os 2'r

LASK WHILE AT. HONE.PASSER LES ,OF«CALLS..TO POLICE,“Los ANGELES: INTERNATIGNALone
THE CIVIL AERGNAUTICS AGENCY AND VANDENBFRG ALR FORCE BASE BROUGH
FORTH ENOUGH INFORMATION 10 WARRANT AN URGENT STORY THAT AN APPARENT

HUGE’ METEOR: HAD FLASHED ACROSS’ THE AREA. |
CMGTHEN & FLOOD. OF@IRCOMING CALLS FROM CORRESPONDENTS THROUGHCUT

‘CALIFORNIA’ TO BUREAUS IN LCS ANGELFS, SAN DIEGO, SAN FRANCISCO
“ANDES ACRAMENTONBEGAN TAKING ON. AN ASPECT OF RUMGR AND PANIC.
“ORIN. SAN FRANCISCO} IT WAS REPORTED FIRE WAS RAGING IN MONTERREY.
‘OFF REY SAID NO FIRES WERE THERE, BUT THEY HEARD
“STHAT FIRE TRUCKSARE ROLLING ALL “COVER LOS ANGELES." THERE WERE
NONE: IN, LOS ANGELES, ALTHOUGH THERE wERE SOME FALSE. ALARMS...

Ica FROM HAMILTON AIR FORCE BASE SAID KE. UNDERSTCOD.
THE CALIFORNIASDISASTER : CFFICE)IN SACKANENTO HAD REPORTS OF FIRES IN
BAKERSFIELD ANDSANTA BARBARA, BUT. OFFICIALS IN THOSE CENTRAL CITIES

ID-THAT OUTSIDEOF NUMEROUS" FALSE ALARMS THEY, THOUGHT. FIRES WERE
“RAGING IN THE MODESTO AREA, =
sigs THE FIRE RUMORSHAD GONE FULL CIRCLE. THE ONLY INDICATION OF WHAT
SPOSSIS LY STARTED) THE RUMORS WAS SOME CONTROLLED BUKNING OF WEEDS
ORTRTH AT TIME BY*OFFICIALS IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY.
MN’ PASS ERS-BYSIN@THE AREA APPARENTLY CCNNECTEL THE CONTROLLED FIRES.
WITH THE FIREDALL eee ee



hom EDWARDS AIK FORCE BASE NEAR LOS ANGELES THEN CAME-THE REPCRT~~
UNSTEICIAL“eTHAT IT WAS BELIEVED TKE AIX FORCE TRACKING STATION AT
SCANARD HAD TRACKED THE FIREBALL. ACCOADING TC THE REPORT, THE FIRFEALL
SLL IN THE PACIFIC 30 MILES OFF SAN CLFNENTE ISLAND IN ThE- GENERAL
GAN DIEGO AREAs ae

THNEE TELEPHONE CALLS TO OXNARD AND CALLS TO THE TRACKING 
STATICNS

st POINT ARGUELLO AND POINT MUGU OF THE PACIFIC BALLISTIC 
MISSILE

ANGE ALL FAILED TO CONFIRMTHE REPORT. nt
THEY ALSO FAILED TO CONFIRM REPORTS FROM WIDELY SCATTERED 

AREAS
THAT THE FIREBALL ACTUALLYWAS A MISSILE OX MAN-MADE SATELLITE BREAKING

UP IN THE: ATMCSPHERE. 0h iit sal
in MER REPORTS=-ALL CHECKED OUT AND ALL PROVED FALSE--WER

E THAT THE
sta CeALL SMASHED INTO THE HOLLYWOOD HILLS (WHICH ARE DENS

ELY POPULATED),
PAT IT _CRASHED INTO A VALLEY NEAR BORON AND THAT METAL PIECES 

FROM
IT WERE FOUND» gc:

' BE FALSE, AND.AS IN OTHER CASES APPARENT-

“Ly GREW UPUAS A’ MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN AT LEAST THREE S
OURE ESy INS gil

D THE LANCASTER SHERIFF'S STATIONIN LOS ANGELES CCUNTYs
 )

“EDWARDS AFB AND THE CIVIL:DEFENSE WARNING SYSTENe 9 Sa
oaRE ES ES os Crue de |
ML TOLD, AN ESTIMATED SO TELEPHONES WERE MADE TO THE UPI LOS

ANGELES BUREAU DURING THE FIRST FRANTIC HOUR CF THE FIREBALL REPOR
T,

“AND ABOUT 60. OUTGOING CALLS TO CHECK THE STORY WER
E PLACED. ;

IT ENDEDAS CALMLY AS IT BEGAN, WITH THE STORY REPORTING THAT A
METEOR’ HAD FLASHED ACRCSS

#5

METEOR SIGHTINGS SUNDAY IN CREGONAND NORTH
ERN

| MONDAY, IN HOLLANDs Ft | |
1°S STORY---BUT REPORTERS

HE STANDARD OBJECT LESSON TC DCUBLE CHECK THEIR
 SOURCES.

INE DISTORTION AND PLAIN FALSEHOODS

THAT SOMEHOW SEEMTO SPRING UP AT THE FIRST SIGNS 
OF PANICe — :

“ALTERNATE.DAY LEAD FIREBALL

- BY DONALD Le NEFF a ;

See ss. UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL| tpesal

LOS ANGELES, JANe 17 CUPI)--A HUGE FIERY METECR FLASHED ACROSS
CALIFORNIA LAST NIGHT, TOUCHINGOFF WIDESPREAD FEAR 

OP FIRESe
THE SRICKT FLASH wAS SIGHTEDFROM SAN DIEGO AT THE MEXICO

SORDER TO.NORTH OF SAN FRANCISCO, A DISTANCE. OF ABOUT GJ) MILES, AND
AS FAR AS°300. MILES INLAND IN NEVADA. vie

IT WAS THE SECOND BRIGHT FLASH SIGHTED CN THE WEST COAS
T IN TWO

NIGHTS AND IT BROUGHT ABOUT A SERIES CF NEAR~PANICKY REPORTS THAT
FIRES WERE RAGINGIN MUCH OF CALIFCRNIA, CAUSED bY FALLING EMBERS.

OTHER: REPORTS INCLUDED FINDINGS CF METAL PIECES SUPPOSEDLY D
EBRIS

FROM THE FIREBALL AND TRE BELIEF THAT IT WAS A MISSILE CR SATELLITE
EREAKING UP-IN THE SKYe:

' ALL WERE FALSE. aiaah ae |

ASTRONOMERS AT MOUNT WILSON CBSERVATORY IN SOUTHERN CALIFC
RNIA

SAID THEY BELIEVED IT TC. BE A METEOR. THEY SAIQ PERIODIC
SHOWERS OF METEORS WERE CCMMCN.

SOME HOURS AFTER THE FIRESALL FLASHED ACRCSS CALIFORNIA ABO
UT 6

DyMe PST, A SIMILAR BRIGHT FLASH WAS SIGHTED IN HOLLAND» iT ALSO was
ott TsyED’TO HAVE BEEN A METEOR BURNING UP IN THE EARTH'S SUR

FACES
raz APPEARANCEOF THE METECR IN CALIFORNIA AND THE RESULTANT SPREAD

cy WILD RUMORSAND. BEGINNINGS OF PANIC PROVIDED A CLASS.C EXAMPLE Ce
WOW PANIC STARTS. = - |

(PICKUP:4TH PGHs IT WAS) | a

: oeiat Ee SRE ESky LA ES Ler oe |
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