.. oL PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

. DATE
4O i W of Santa Rosa Island, 0 Wos Balloon
16 Jan 61 & Los Angeles, California : ';wb?::r Bl eon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION o e

Local ___1_899____________ 0 Ground-Visuadl D Ground-Rodar g g:’:b:ﬂ{;'i‘;',c,,;, |

GMT liOQOOZ B AirVisuodl O Air-Intercept Radar D Possibly Aireraft
5. 'PHOTOS 8. SOURCE O Was Astronomical l!/é'??pﬁ.

O Yes B Probobly Astronomicoal

O R BT T S s i
0O Other

7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE
: O Insufficient Date for Eveluation
0O Unknown

3-4 Sec One then ma Descendin

L I —————————

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING Round object, size of 1. COMMENTS Dageription i
basketball. Blueish white, like an electric cr teristic of apmeteogfbgzgiizgiipcﬁm

No definate formation. Object seen by pilot; the earth's atmosphere.

passing off port side object broke into sever

smaller pieces. Appeared 15°, 280°. Object

descended and broke up into many pieces, then '
faded out. ' !

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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SECURITY CLASSIFICA
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UNCLASSTEFLRED

SPACB BFLOW‘ RBSFRVED FOR COMMUN!CATION CBNTER

PRECEDENCE
ACTION BOOK MULTI
INFO
FROM:
ATIC W-P AFB
vey SANTA ROSA ISLAND AFS, CALIF
| /UNCLAS/AFCIN=LE2x Bt 7/ l

SINGLE

- - e — W - — — - -—

B 15 4e 7073/ 7 2

ACCOUNTING | ORIG, OR REFERS TO
SYMBOL
1381

TYPE MSG (Check)

RTWZ .TB;._

— ——

o ———

| 669TH ACWRON, YOUR MSG 1381, DTD 17 JAN 61, RPTG THE SIGHI'TNG COF A

UrF0., THE INFO RPTD IS VERY LIMITED IN NATURE, PRECLUDING A VALID

CONCLUSTION.

AFR 200-2, DTD 14 SEP 59.

SYMBOL

);arclu-usz
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|
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REQ MORE DETATLZD INFO BE RPTD IN ACCORDA

|
|

P ”'L;P © 3
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Waindl
APV

A — — o — e
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| TimE

o845

Y!AR

1961
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URGENT Rk e s | |
LOS ANGELESy JANs 16 (UPI)~=A GIANT BALL OF FIRE FLASHED ACROCSS

THE HORIZON 1IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TCNIGHT, ALARMING RESIDENTS WHO

SWAMPED POLICE SWITCHBOARDS WITH woumu:..
THE CONTROL TOWER AT LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SAID IT
RECEIVED SEVERAL REPORTS OF SIGHTINGS FRGM PLANES IN THE AREA AS WELL
AS CALLS FROM MANY RESIDENTSe
7 'A SPOKESMAN AT THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS TRAFFIC CONTROL CENTER .
LESCRIBED THE FLASK AS *A HUGE BALL CF FIRE WHICH SEENED T SPLIT
INTO TWO PARTS,  IT VAS GOING NCRTK .. . . . . R

\e ,rm

_DESCRIBED THE FLASH AS. "A HUGE BALL CF }IRE UHICH SEEMED 10 SPLIT

INTG TWO'PARTSs' 1T WAS GUING. NORTHWEST.
"WE ASSUME IT WAS A METEOR,.BUT A LOT OF CALLERS SAID IT Looun

LIKE A SATELLITE REENTERING THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE.®

THE FLASH OF BRILLIANT CRANGE-RED FLAME WAS REPORTED FROM
SANTA EARBARA, 110 MILES UP THE CCAST, FKOM PALMDALE, A DESERT CITY
f50UT 109 MILES NORTHEAST. OF HERE, AND THROUGHCUT THE METRCPOLITAN

LGS ANGELES:- AREAe
T‘{ERE WAS.NO OFFICIAL WORD FRCM A\'Y SCURCE AS TO WHAT THE

SALL WAS.

I: WAS THE FOURTH SUCH IVCIDENT THAT HAS KEPT SOUTHKEIRN CALIFORNIANS

FDGYe FIRST WAS A SLIGHT EARTHQUAKE FRIDAY NIGHT. A SCNIC
EOCM RATTLED THE AREA SATURDAY. AND HUGH: 15-FOO0T WAVES=-=SO FAR
tXPLAINED=--HAVE BEEN BATT IM; THE SHCOREL INE.

"1 HEARD: A SWISHING SCUNDS®™ SAID FONTANA POLICEMAN UILLIAM
TENNEYe TENNEY, AT HOME AT

THE HOUSE AFTH% IT PASSED OVER. ,
POLICE IN" FONTANAE A SUBURB 4) MILES EAST OF KERE, SAID THEY

HAD RECEIVED RADIO REPORTS OF SIGHTINGS FROM AS FAR AWAY AS SANf..
“IEGG 10 THE SOUTH AND BAKERSF’IELD 'IO THE NORTH. - g

1705 A CIANT W R SR AT T

5'11' WAS A GIANT. wn't BALL or )LAME TRAILINC A cow 'ml.,

SA ID POL IC D‘IAN TENNEY.
1¢§  5 RG&“PPSQQ :
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TUP 1 AicoNuhRCl: “'r '
UPIR Alzel HC e
WERLR . U‘?GE T

g i, o 151 LEAu BIREDAL DVCAR SN A _ ,
Lm ELE.. *JA\I. 18 SI(UPIY--ArGLANT 'BALL CF FIRE FLASHING ACROSS
TPr_ nuFf.,.‘..t. ATE Du.... LIGHTEDSUP MUCH u CALIFCRNLIA TONIGHT, ALARMING
‘H»L...A\DC Gk °E° IUEJ T‘- ALREALY ‘E"'SY ACS B O RECE ’T L "f'* PLAINED
?H.... CMENAe - o ; . )

S mEPoRTS OFCEIGHTINGS 'CAME Mc.ﬂ CAN U IEGO, CN' THE MEXICC BORDER
HERE CGAST GUARD PLANES GERE LISPATCHEL TC INVESTIGATE THE
NSTERIGUS FIRESALLy TO MARIN CCUNTY i \CRIK.IGE, SAN FEANCISCOL iy
5T FOROLCC1STS 'ATILAS VEGAS, 35 MILES 'INLAND,” ALT.'SIGHTEL TR
STEIUST LASTULAST. NIGHT ANCTHER TRENENLGLS FLASH CF.LIGHT BRIGHTENED
firuz SKY IN SOUTHERN OREGGN' AND NCRTHERN CALIFCRNIA, LIGKTING EUREKA,
S ALIF’.,: ALMOSTR R E  TAYLTGET o i faaz
THE AIR FORCE AT VANDENDERG AlR anC... .ﬁSE Ch TRE CENTEAL Cr’lLIl'(;rNI&
'CEASIDE AND THE. HIGH PRIORITY BALLISTIC MISSILE LIVISION SAID THERE
“ERE NO UsSe ROCKET FIRINGCS AT -THE TIFE THE STHANGE LIGHT WAS SEEN
:o\lnnnnsnsRYLsnlslribr OPERCEELPST (S Peite EST). - -

CL.I"M-Z,L Ko INA

' -'._""1 .'f,e. "
f.

C L...u ROCKET 1'1‘* INGS AT THE TIWE "THE:S
1 SHGRTLY AFTEN 'Y Q° CLCCK PST (5 Pol‘;o ) '« W
s ARENTLY bFIHBT‘ST CVER COUTP:'S ( AL TFUK gy LT wAS DESCRIDED
'ﬁS_A 1*kD BUT ERILLIANT cALL u: F1AME- TRAILING MULT:ICCLORED GLCWe
DESCK IPTIONS "GY THE FIFEEALL VARKIEL AS TC WHEKRE'IT WAS SIGHTLL .
WL T ASSUME IT. WAS A METECR DF‘LnKI\U UP Py 59134 A.SPL l&f“ﬁ\ AT THEL
CIV-TL n"FO.\AUTICS TRAVF INC C’"'TPC" CE‘”?R L CS -ANGELFS *BUT IT¢
iJ-JOt( LIKE A SATELLITE REENTERING THE E.RrTH”“' ATMCSPERRES® =
RIH FGRCE MAJe IRV NEUWIRTH, A VELbF'R OF THESSBALLISTIC. MISSILE
. -'EIVI" 10N, SAIE‘}HE Sﬁ'd H‘E TAIL E\L (} Tni 1'1:‘::::!-‘ L A.., HE_LRCVE INTG HIS
‘:LRIVE nfe v
e W 1T JUST LCOKED L'KE A hETrLF k1L, 1 T.‘? MAY (
BREAI(YP - l'PC BUT lT *A(' BRIUHT--&-“ PTLR ‘I}‘P\ A
e THE V'J\TLRA#AM} SANTA oARBARA SHEIKRIFR'S. CHEIC
.,CﬁLL‘»--ﬁ‘ W..RE..,HC*T AREZA LAW EN? CRCEMENT ChE E
TG . OFF IC 5, FCWEVFF CAII 1T LCCKEL A LT KESTRE GL
_:.‘UJIS uJIFPG"" QJ' MiL ,-Q NORTH: LF LCS AN rr.Lr:§ _'
- I S AN LUISS co ISPC, T” ‘buh, -T!"L- CECEET s AT SREN ‘-"'ILI }‘EhLEI _
¥Q.IT TS Stk=-A. '.H{ITE EF\LL Cr P.LALE CheLERING CrF REDDISH=CRANGE PF\RKS.
(r‘lx RUP 7TH PCH. All’“: IT » AS THE rCURTR) . |

HER‘ RAMCE LIGHT WAS SERL
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WPI AL36N KC
URGENT ‘ SER IR AR A b g v
cND LEAD blkhaALL CRENy e gy e 5
LOS ANGELES,  JANs 16 (UPI)==-A GIANT FIRE-TRAILING METEOR ° |
FLASHEL ACROSS THE MOKIZGN THROUGHOUT MOST GF CALIFOKNIA TONIGHT,
ALARMING THOUSANLS o:ARESILEnTs ALKEALY ELGY BECAUSE GF RECENT
GEXPLAINED PHENCMENAs 80 _
REPORTS OF 'S IGHTINGS . CAME FROM SAN DIEGC, ON THE MEXICO QORDERE
TO MARIN CCUNTY, NORTH OF SAN FRANCISCO==A SPAN CF ABOUT 6JJ MILES.
IT ALSO WAS SIGHTED BY. | WEATHERMEN IN AN Ali PORT TOWER IN LAS .
VEGAS, 390 MILES: INLAND.J AR
= TOUCHED OFF -BY | THE' THOUSANDS .OF S IGHTINGS WERE WILD REPORTS OF AIR
;CRASHES NUMERQUS . FIRES STARTEL“BY EMSERS FROM THE METECRITE, AND THAT
.LEI-'E'\IS" INSTALLATIONS HAL TQACKED THE HUGE FIRESALL INTG THE PACIFIC
CCEAN. ALL WERE FALSE. = =
THE MOUNT WILSON OBSEKVATORY IN SCUTHERN CALIFORNIA==WHERE THE
REbALL APPEARED MCST BRILLIANT-=-SAID IT WAS CGMMON FOR PERICDIC
CWERS 'OF METEORS TO HIT THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE, CAUSING THEM TO
aDPEAR QUITE snxuut.. SUCH A CONUITION; A SPOKES MAN SAID, IS KNOWN
AS DRACO1D. y
JUST LAST NIGHT A METECR FLASHED ACRCSES THE SKY IN SOUTHERN
CREGON AND NCRTHERN CALIFORNIA, LICHTING UP EUREKA, CALIF., ALMOST

LIKE DAYLIGHTe -
ACHECK WITH HILITARY 'AND DE}ENSE INSTALLATICNS SHOWED THE.«.EUAS

NO ROCKET FIRINGS AT THKE TIME THE METEOR WAS SIGHTED, ABOUT

& C*'CLOCK TONIGHT (S Pe N. EST), ANL‘ THERE WwAS NO RAfJAR TRACKING

Cr TRE FIERY OBJECT<: .. v '
DESCRIPTIONS OF THE FIRBALL VARIED AS TC WHERE THEY WERE SEEN

=UT  MOST PEOPLE:AGREED IT WAS RAPIDLY MOVING NORTHWEST=--A GIANT 7

BALL C¥ FIRE TRAILING A 1.ONG MULTICOLGCRED TAIL. - 0BS ERVERS Ii\ SOME

AREAS SAID IT; ‘LEFT AN EERIE BLUISH LIGHT AFTERGLOW.
\ AN AIR FORCE OFFICER, FAMILIAR WITH ROCKET LAUNCHINGS BOTH AT

W Bl i 5l e

b el and s I S

CALIFORNIA'S VM\DD‘BERG AIR ‘FORCE BASE AND CAPE CANAVERAL,; FLA«y
DESCH IBED “IT AS, %A VERY BRIGHT LIGHT=--AS PRIGHT AS I'VE EVER SEENo I
(PICKURATH. i’cmmusn. | WE.ASSUNE 1T) SOt
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L1 AS ¢ SR
'~!Q' LRy LFﬁD FIREBALL y

 EDITORS NOTE-=-WHEN A LARGE METnc« FLASHEL "ACF( ss CALIFCRNIA
1AST NIGHT, IT TOUCHED OFF A SEKIES (F wILU=-=AND FALSE-~REPGRTS THAT
FRCVILE A éLASSlc STUDY, IN. THE bru\ ING- CF PANICs. THE FCLLOWING .
STGRY IS A PROFILE OF THE mcw*qi PA \xc_, FCl IT DEVELCPED AND HOW
TTLFINALLY WAS, RESOLb e i e e SRR IR
*ﬁ?ﬁ-BY LONALD-. walﬁl') ks F UL FRE

YR u-.nzu PRE&S I{\TEH\ATI(ML A5
Loc AncELEs um e 17 (UPI)==IT BEGAN CALMLY ENCUGH: A msumms -

"RIGHT L IGHT' w‘ EE.N FLASHING ACRUSS THE SKY TrRAILING A GLOWING -

TAIL o
aw BEFCRE IT r!\-DEU T}‘LRI’. WEKE REPCHTS THAT FIRES ’.n..z'a.r. RAGING

THROUGHOUT CALIFORNIA, THAT METAL LEisK 18 AND SPARKS *:.-EHE RAINING

UFROM: THE SKY ANDITHAT A MAN=MALE SATELLITE HAD PLUNSEL TG EARTHe =
U#SALL THE REPORTS' WERE FALSE EXCEPT THE FIRST CNE. . THERE HAD =~ =

), ' DEED BEEN A BR'IGHT FLASHe .. IT WAS CALS ey ASTRONOMEKS. E:ELIEV"‘ BY
“AYHUGE METEOR THAT BLAZEL THRGU‘"H THKE EARTH S ATMCSPHERE, LEAV INL- A
- FIERY TRAIL THAT<hAS SEEN IN MUCH Or CALIFOKN IA AlU hS I-AR AS

..J"’J‘ MILES INLAND™IN NEVADA.
¥ 1T WAS NEARLY AN HCUR BEIFORE THE n\CT}nIObS rLAS H COULD' BE

IDENI 1¥1:Le DURING THAT TIME A RISING TILE COF PANIC SEEMED TC CVERTAKE
YANY uD\E?ALLYL REL_IABLE O)FICIALS ‘WHG SUON \»EnE F..Pz.ATIrw FANTASTIC

~.RUVORS .

FLASH WHILE AT Hd‘iEo
A SERIES CF:CALLS TC PCLICE LO.: ANGELES lh-T!:.‘(NAle\AL AIRPORT%

"HE CIVIL AERCNAUTI“S AGENCY AND VANDENRFRG AIR FCRCE BASE BROUGH
PORTH ENCUGH INFORMATICN TO WARRANT AN LR GENT STLRY THAT AN APPARE“JT .

HUGE METEOR WAD. FLASMED ACRCSS THE AREA. © -
USETHEN A FLOOD.OFZIRCOMING CALLS FRCM CORRESPONDENTS THROUGHCUT ‘

‘CALIFCRNIA TO BUREAUS IN LCS ANGELFS, SAN LIEGQ, SAN FRANCISCO
AN&SACRAMEI\TO BECAN TAKING ON. AN ASPECT OF RUMGR AND PANIC.
U IN SAN FRANCISCO, 1T WAS REPORTEL FIRE WAS RAGING IN MONTERREY.
,_}_cl-,r»‘jlc IALS IN Mommﬁzv SAID NC FIRES WERE THERE, BUT THEY HEARD
~MHKAT FIRE TRUCKSIARE ROLLING ALL CVER LCE ANGELES, " THERE WERE
WNONE® IN, LOS. ANGELES ALTHOUGH  THERE WERE SCME FALSE.ALARMS.. ye-
- AR AN, AIR FORCE:CFF fCIAL FROM HAMILTCN AIR FORCE BASE SAID KE UNDERSTGOD. _
e ,"EE’CALIrORNI&DISASTER CFFICE! IN SACRAMENTO HAD KEPCRTS OF FIKES IN -
s BAKERSFIELD 'AND SANTA BARBARA, BUT.CFFICIALS IN THCSE CENTRAL CITIES
'SA D THAT OUTSIDE:CF NUﬂr.Rcus }ALSE ALARMS . THEY THGUGHT. I-IRES WERE
. GING IN THE MODESTO AREA, =
e W'ruz FIRE RUMORS ‘HAD GONE FULL cm.u:. THE ONLY INDICATION OF WHAT
' msc IBLY STARTED. THE RUMORS WAS SCME CONTRCLLED EUKNING OF wzsns ‘
AE’«THAT TIME BYSOFFICIALS IN SANTA EAREARA COUNTY.
S PASS ERS =BYS IN“THE AREA APPARD\TLY CONNECTEL THE CONTRCLLED FIRES
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L RGN SUWARLs Alx PORCE BASE NEAR LOE ANGELZS THEN CAME THE KEPCRT -~
Lo V¥ IC1AL=-=THAT 1T WAS ‘BELIEVED THE AIK FORCE TRACKING STATION AT

- OXNARD HAD TRACKED THE FIREBALLe ACCCRDING TC THE KEPCRT, THE FIREEALL
1L IN THE PACIFIC 30 MILES CFF SAN CLFEMENTE ISLANL IR THE GENERAL .
¢AM LIEGO AREA. il

THRSE TELEPHONE CALLS TO OXNARD AND CALLS TO THE TRACKING STATICNS
AT POINT ARGUELLOC AND PCINT MuUGU CF THL CACIFIC BALLISTIC MISSILE
SANGE ALL FAILED TO CONFIRM THE REPORT. . w07

THEY ALSO FAILED TO CONFIRM REPORTS FROM WIDELY SCATTERED AREAS
THAT THE FIREDALL RCTUALLY,UAS-AMISSILE OK MAN-MADE SATELLITE BREAKING
P IN THEFATMOSPUERE i AR ikt infvimtiiesin . = - _

OTHER REPORTS--ALL CHECKED OUT AND ALL PROCVED FALSE=~-WERL THAT THL
'FTREBALL_SMASHED INTO THE 'HOLLYWCGCD KILLS (WHICH ARL DENSELY POPULATEL)D,
THAT IT CRASHED INTG A VALLEY NEAR BORON AND THAT METAL PIECES FROM
1T WERE FCUNDa St e

TiT REPORTS AGAIN PROVED TO BE FALSE, AND AS IN CTHER CAsES APPARENT
LY GREH'UEEASGA’HISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN AT LEAST THREE SCURCLS, IN
THIS CASE THE LANCASTER SHERIFF'S STATION IN LOS ANGELZS CCUNTYs
 EDWARDS AFB AN THE CIVILCDEFENSE WARNING SYSTEM. = . -

ALL TOLDL, AN ESTIﬁATED?ﬁi-TELEPHONES VERE MADE TO THE UPIL LCS
sNGELES BUREAU DURING THE FIRST FRANTIC HOLR CF .THE FIREBALL REPCRT,

AND ABCUT &J. OUTGOING CALLS TO CHECK THE STCRY WERE PLACED. -
1T €NDED AS CALMLY AS 11 BEGAN, WITH THE STORY REPCRTING THAT A

METEOR ' MAD FLASHED ACRCSS THE SKY. RY CUCTED A SPCKESMAN FRCM
' ; CRNIA SAYING SHCWEIRSE OF

- MET! , P REPORTS OF BRIGHT
YETEOR SIGHTINGS SUNDAY IN CREGON AND NCRTHERN CALIFCRNIA AND LATZ

. M | .
MONDAY, IN KOLLAND. {ve STORY~--BUT REPORTERS

THERE WAS NO FALSE REPORT .
 SARNED -AGAIN THE STANDARD OBJECT LESSON TC DCUBLE CHECK THEIR SOURCES.

AND THEY WERE LEFT WONDERING AT THE DISTORTION AND PLAIN FALSEHOOQODS

"THAT SOMEHOW SEEM TO SPRING UP AT THE FIRST SIGNS OF PANICe -

¥

 ALTERNATE DAY LEAD FIREBALL
BY DONALD Le NEFF -

LOS ANGELES , ‘
CALIFORNIA LAST NI1GHT, TOUCHING OFF WIDESPREAD FEAR CF FIRES.

THe BRICHT FLASH WAS SIGHTED FROM SAN DIEGQ AT THE MEXICO
SORDER TO.NORTH OF SAN FRANCISCO, A DISTANCE CF ABOUT 609 MILESy AND
DO iR AS 300. MILES INLAND IN NEVADA. 38 _

T WAS THE SECOND BRIGHT FLASH SIGHTED CN THE WEST COAST IN TuO
NIGHTS AND 1T BROUGHT ABOUT A SERIES CF NEAR-PANICKY REPCRTS THAT
FTaFe WERE RAGING'IN MUCH OF CALIFCKNIA, CAUSED EY FALLING EMBEKS.

B e CEPORTS INCLUDED FINDINGS CF METAL PIECES SUPPOSEDLY DEBRIS
roN THE FIREBALL AND TRE BELIEF THAT IT WAS A MISSILE CR SATELLITE

SREAKING UP- IN THE SXY..

ASTRONOCMERS AT MCUNT WILSON CBESERVATORY IN SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA

SAID THMEY BELIEVED IT TC BE A MITEOR. THEY SAIL PERICDIC

“HCWERS OF METECRS WERE CCMMCN. -

OME HOURS AFTER THE FIREEALL FLASHED ACRCSS CALIFURNIA ABOUT o
>,M. PST, A SIMILAR BRIGHT FLASH WAS SIGHTED IN KOLLANLe IT ALSOQ WAS
"5 1:VED TO MAVE BEEN A METEOR BURNING UP IN THE BARTR'S S LRFACE.

T-4T APPEARANCE OF THE METECR IN CALIFORNIA AN THE RESULTANT SPREAL
¢ 4iLD RUMORS AND BEGINNINGS CF PANIC PRCVIDED A CLASSIC EXAMPLL CF
 HOW PANIC STARTS. e AR .

(PICKUP 4TH PGHs IT WAS)
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