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I. DATE
30 Jan 61 6357 N 2235W (ATCANT/C)
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
Local __135.5._____ O Ground-Visuadl - O Ground-Radar

GMT 301555Z
5. PHOTOS

B Air Visvol O Air-Intercept Radar
O Yes

XX No Mi]jﬁﬁnﬁ

Qg 000 OO0

2. .LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

Was Balloon
Probobly Bolloon
Possibly Belloon

Was Aircraft
Probably Aircroft
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomicel
Probobly Astronomical
Possibly Astronemicol

7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 3 Other_Ref
- O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
5 min, 1 . O Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING Round, bright silver 1. COMMENTsOeveral other a/c 1n alea Wi
object, size of match head. Appeared 45° above| did not see object. Personnel on groung |
wing level of a/c at 20,000 ft, 90° port attempted to view object with negative

relative angle of a/c. Heading 290° magnetic
(a/c heading). Appeared moving slightly to W.

results. Sun's position relative to wit
nesses was fairly low and to SSE. Probally

A/c changed heading and object was lost, a layer of ice crystals above witnesses
from which sun was reflecting. Witnesses

probably in right position at time refldqc- |

ticn could be observed. When they changdd
position, 1t disappeared.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

» " .
T - P F i
--l-iqu-; Y- ol ey A il wy Aty w6 - pg

o A




DZPARTVNT OF THE AR FORCE ( |

( STAFF MESSAGE DiVISION
UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE

AF ‘IN ‘.: o470 (31 Jan 61) d/BbC O M | 3

ACTION: CIN-14

- —————

-tﬂ-h.m

INFO : OOP-2, QOP-CP-1, €.AFS-3 A21)
RERUN OF SMD C @85

CZCHQD7@6ZCCJBO27
PP RJEZHQ

DE'. RJD IKF 1

P 3923452 4 1 Pt A

FM AF ICELAND KEFLAVIK ICELAN
TO- RJWFAL/ENT AFB COLO
RJEDSQ/WPAFB OHIO N /

RJEZHQ/HQ USAF AFCIN

RJEZHQ/ SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE SAFIS
RJEDAA/ SCOTT AFB ILL MAXIN

AF GRNC :
UNCLAS KDOI 38-A-44. ATTN MAXIN, SAFIS
THIS MESSAGE IN ONE PART. PART ONE RE PAR 15, AFR 200-2

UFO REPORT .
A. DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT
¢1) ROUND
"'¢2) MATCH HEAD
¢(3) BRIGHT SILVER
€4) ONE

(5) N/A
(6) INDISTINGU ISHABLE




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
TAFF MESSAGE DIVISION
UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE

INCOMING

AF IN : 2470 (31 Jan 61) | ' Page 2 of 5

PAGE TWO RJDIKF 1

(7> NONE

(8) SAME RADIANCE DURING OBSERVATION
B. DESCRIPTION OF COURSE OF OBJECT

(1) BRIGHT SHINY SPOT IN SKY
(2) 45 DEGREAS ABOVE WING LEVEL OF AIRCRAFT Al 20,000 FEET,

9% DEGREES PORT RELATIVE ANGLE OF AIRCRAFT. HEADING
293 DEGREES MAGNETIC €A/ C HEADING)

(3) SAME
(4) APPEARED MOV ING SLIGHTLY TO THE WESI
(5) AIRCRAFT CHANGED HEADING AND OBJECT WAS LOST,

(6) 5 MINUTES
MANNER OF OBSERVATION.
(1> AIR VISUAL

(2) NONE
(3) TWO F 89 D, 54-199,20,000 FEET, 250 DEGREES MAGNETIC

KEFLAVIK AIR PORT
TIME AND DATE OF SIGHTING

(1) 3015552

(2) DAYL IGHT
Ee 63 DEGREES 57 MINUTES NORTH; 22 DEGREES 35 MINUIES WEST




DEPARTMENT OF THE AR FORCE ' s ' | |

\ STAF® MESSAGE DIVISION (
UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE

INCOMING

AF IN : 2470 (31 Jan 61) page 3 of 5

PAGE THREE RJDIKF 1
£ HELAN T. JOHNSON, 1ST LT, 57TH FIS PILOT B=6
. KEITH M. BRATTON, CAPT. 57TH FIS RADAR OPERATOR B=6
G. WEATHER AND W INDS--ALOFT CONDITIONS AT TIME AND PLACE OF

 SIGHTINGS. -
(1) CLEAR
(2) ALT ITUDE D IRECTON VELOCITY TEMPERATURE GRAD.

' SURFACE @60 DEGREES T 1@ KNOTS 2 DEGREES CNT.
6,000 @99 DEGREES T 15 KNOTS =6 DEGRREES CENT.
10,000 -~ @80 DEGREES T {5 KNOLS =15 DEGREES CENI.

16,000 59 DEGREES T 1@ KNOTS =29 DEGREES CENI.

20, 200 260 DEGREES T |p KNOTS =41 DEGREES CENT.

30,000 120 DEGREES T 1g KNOTS =61 DEGREES CENT.

50, 000 279 DEGREES 1T A@ KNOTS =55 DEGREAS CENT. r

80, 000 260 DEGREES T 1@@ KNOTS =61 DEGREES CENT. \
H. NONE ' ,
1. SEE K BELOW :

J. SEE K BELOW
K. COMMENTS OF THE PREPARING OFFICERS

INTELL IGENCE TECHNICIAN, M/SGT ROBERT Fo PLYMFTON. BASE

- —————— I — — -

CONTROL TOWER, 932ND AC&W SQUADRON AND DET 195, 9TH

- - = —




ST  DEPARTMINT OF THE AR FORCE

STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION L
UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGR

INCOMING

AF IN : 2470 (31 Jan 61) Page 4 of 5

PAGE FOUR RJDIKF | |
WEATHER GROUP WERE CONTRACTED FOR POSSIBLE INFORMATION

CONCERNINGTHIS SIGHT INGe THE BASE CONTROL TOWER REPORTED

SEVERAL AIRCRAFT OF VARIOUS TYPES IN THE AREA WITH THE
HIGHEST BEING AT 30,000 FEET. NO UNIDENTIFIED OR STRANGE

OBJECTS WERE OBSERVED BY ANY OF THE CONTROL TOWER OPERATORS
AT THE TIME X THE SIGHTING. THE 932ND AC&W SQUADRON

WAS IN CONTACT WITH THE TWO OBSERVERS AT THE TIME FOR THE
'SIGHT ING BUT COULD NOT "PAINT™ OR VISUALLY SEE THE OB.JECT.

SERGEANT KESSLER OF BASE WEATHER STATED THAI BALLOONS ARE |
RELEASED AT THE SAME TIME BY WEATHER UNITS IN GREENLAND, E

WEATHER SHIP ABLE 350 MILES WEST OF KEFLAVIK AND THE BASE | i

WEATHER STATION. HE STATED IN HIS OPINION WITH THE WINDS,
TIME AND DISTANCE FACTORS CONSIDERED THAT THIS COULD NOT

HAVE BEEN A BALLOON RELEASED BY EITHER WEATHER OFFICIALS ‘
IN GREENLAND OR WEATHER SHIP ABLE. HE STATED THAT THE |
BAL1OON RELEASED AT THIS BASE AT 301100Z, ACCORDING 10 /

INSTRUMENTS TRACKING THE BALLOON, RFP BURSI AT 301209Z. HE |
FURTHER STATED THAT EVEN IF THE BALLOON DID NOT BURST, THAIT

ACCORDING TO WINDS ALOFT AT THAT TIME, THE BALLOON WOULD

B e —— . —— ———— . — e - -

HAVE BEEN CARRIED FAR TO THE EAST. THE OBSERVERS WERE




. ; . DEPARTMENT OF THE AR FORCE
' ( STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION (
‘ UNCLASSIFIED MESSAGE '

INCOMING

AF IN : 2470 (31 Jan 61) Page 5 of 5‘

PAGE FIVE RJDIKF
IMPRESSED AT THE OBJECTS BRIGHTNESS AND VERY HIGH ALTITUDE.

THEY STATED TO THE BEST OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE THE OBJECT MOVED ~

VERY SLIGHTLY DURING THE 5 MINUTES THEY SAW IT. OBSERVERS
DID NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE OB.JECT COULD
HAVE BEEN A BALLOON.BUT ITS VERY HIGH ALTITUDE, II

BR IGHTNESS, AND THEIR NOT HAVING SEEN A BALLOON QUITE LIKE

IT, ASTOUNDED THEM THE OB.JECT WAS NOT PURSUED BY THEM, DUE
TO THEIR AIRCRAFT BEING.LOW ON FUEL. BOTH OBSERVERS WERE
VERY SINCERE AND COOPERATIVE IN RELATING ALL INFORMATION
THEY HAD ON THE SIGHTING. THIS REPORT IS SUBMITTED ON THE
BASIS OF THE INFORMATION AND ANALYSIS SUPPLIED BY THE

BASE WEATHER DETACHMENT. NO FURTHER FACTS ARE KNOWN AT THIS
TIME CONCERNING THIS SIGHTING OR WHAT IT COULD HAVE BEEN.
L. NONE

s

3 /0 @3Z JAN RJDIKF
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Or 1961 JANUARY 16

&..vi.S. INo. 23565
C. P. OLiviER, N. D. PETERSEN and J. P. BAGBY

1
- ik L:-

A very spectacular firebull app.
at 5:57 P.S.T., on this da.¢, and passed
over southern California, roughly irom
east to west. Our regional director, N.
D. Petersen, at once began to collact
observations with the aid of local papers.
Later, J. P. Bagby made further elforts
covering the territory to the north,
Meantime, totally unknown to us, Dr.
John A. Russell, Dept of Astronomy,
Univ. of Southern California, Los An-
celes, Calif., had started a campaign to
collect reports on this object. His paper

those facts, it was obvious that Russell’s
solution should be considerably Letter
than any we could make, but us both
Jotersen and Blfhy had gons to so
much trouble collacting data, and many
of the ¢s filled out
follov | it seemed that

possible with tha

ave the following so
c.wid nas been made,

lack of mucih data

path and from the loor castern port:
welght than

walies the solution of lower

1u-

fully reahizing that
from north of the

n

nas been printed in Griffeth Observer,
Scpiember 1961, It i1s also designated
as Contributions of the Maetcoritical
Society, Vol. VI, No. 10. It seems that
he was unaware that tihe A.M.S. was also
coliecting reports. Having read his inter-
esting paper it is clear that he had the
great advantage of having people north
of the path who collected reports in
numbers, some by trained obscrvers.
Nearly all of our reports came from the
Los Angeles area, hence south of the
path and very near its end. In view of

seemed reasonable, the heil
points on the path,
were given, were calculated and a
passcd through them as well

While thie scatter 1s iJl’;_;L'.

ed out DLeotter than expected, giving
h=21" for the radiant, and a=277°.
Russell’'s projected p: :th was then en-

chart and the sare

ed for

tered on our
points calculat
tiien drawn,
and h=27° his a=291°,
muths are always counted from

shts of 12
for which Jltztuues

as possible.
the hine turn-

The mean line,
shows far greater deviations
(OL.'.I' azi-

one couild wish,

We have approximately 05 reports,
of which 30 give some angular estimates.
mong them are two from Las Vaoas,
mountains unforiunately
r'-.;trictcd accurate altitudes, and one
irom the Am.S.S. Matsonia which was
at sea and west of the catire path., Thi
last 1s of key importance. Twilight st
lingercs. for most obDservers, s0 we i
ceneral lack any comparison with stars,
“ime of appearance was given accurate
ly by 11, and approximate by 17 other
ooservers, so it i1s certainly known to
one minute. That it had a disk is defin-
itely stated by 24; 12 of these give

angular diameaters: mean 17°=12°. The

.. <V., Where

color, given T, vary greatly. iviany
coubtles ~'or of the head
a: orhiions blue-
. cbservers

.« estimating
CGLlTdetyel, vey S=wade=alB1Y LRRCY S&W
oaly part o. the path. The averc e ior

UJ
>3
-
g
o
-
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the other 18 is 5.75 seconds.
point 18 fairly well determined as

299 km: 12 obscrvers. '
Az==119°54"W, ¢=34°43'N, It is
lutely impossible for us to determin
ceginning point. However, by layinr off
cn the chart a projected path which

abso-

¢ the

south poing, 1n las article from the nocth
point,) Despite thie relatively favorable
result of our solution, Russell's shouid
be the bLetter one, as he had many
observers in faverable places north of
the path and also some along the castern
porticon. The method used here is a
most approximate one, but we either
Lad to use 1t or give up any attempt at
a solution. As 1t is, we get almost the
same end height, but our suu-¢nd point
is distant 30 km in azimuth 321° from
his. Thcugh the true length of the
path could not be determined by us i1t
was certainly much over 170 km. If one
the Las Vagas observers was correct,

ol
the path was more than twice that
length. DBy using the segments of path

seen by 8 observers who al.o gave dura-
tions the velocity in last part of path
was 10.2 km/sce, but the averace devia-
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l1ttle coniidence can be nNiacesd :n tiis
result. Tae oYject broke up into per-
four units following one

vath. Others uesc..uud
it as ollowed Ly a “fiame’” four times
the lenzth of thie main body. No long
enduring train was left nor any
heard. The usual

1” "U...ut..f'

cee 10D

I.C‘uf l’:.';:ti Of t}lt}

authentic sounds
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WA . sdiciiiiene PGS IRT ¥e NOIE O CT ST BT va e s Soi TR ves s 09 :
Sidereal time at end point .........cccoveiiiininnns ?5“'36'
Baglnt OVET ....cciiiiimeniiiimeasiiiisnisiiniisssivio indeterminate
Ended over ..... PAERS 3 B svidhs AR s b bt i 18 A=119254"W, ¢=34°43'N, at 21.7 km
Leng:hs of Pathh ......cccciiniiiinnniiiiieies over 170 km
SRRSO - vvisiemnisndiitidinin vy R % BRI .75 +— sec.
Radiant uncorrected .......... Ve PR RV Ny 7", h=81"
7. aith correction parabolic ...........ccovviviiiinnns —ap
.Ziant corrected ........ BNy s Versssvs suod S /AT W 17"
a=98°, §=1+4°
P Sprtls A=98° B=-=19°
Parabolic orbit: i=11°, Q=117°, w=172° q=0.77 A.U. .

1961 January 16.58

For comparison’s sake Russeli's two elliptical orbits are copied from his paper,
their differences due to what velocity he adopted:

1) a=1.7 AU, e=051, i=14° 0Q=117° w=53° q=0.85 AU, P=23y

-

2) a=2.5 AU, =060, i=16° 02 =117°, w=39°, q-=0.85 A.U.,, P=4.0y

It is rather surprising that our para-
bolic orbit acreces fairiy well in inclina-
tion, longitude of perthelion and peri-
helion distance—the node being longi-
tude of Sun + 150° had to agree—
when our radiants differed considerably,
namely 4° in altitude and 14° in
azimutil, It was mmpossible for us to

compute an clliptical orbit as our data
did not give the beginning point. Had
either Dr. Russell or we had all the

data obtained separately a far Dbetter
orbit would have been obtained.

Both Petersen and Bagby collected
te data and put them in form for use.
Without this no solution wou.d have
been possible. Olivier made the final
calculations. Our sincere thanks go to
the numerous observers who sent in
reports and to the newspapers which
kindly published the requests ior them.

L.
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No Case (Information Only) 17 January 1961
Norco, California
l
|
) 94 )
i g cesAt dusk 'On January 17th, Mrs. Paul
Whits ~ of Noreo,” California,” was sitiing in her yerd when & faint whistling |
" nolss attracted her attention., A dall cf" fire caxe screaming down toward the .
ground, and hit in back of a house across the street, The next day Mrs., White |
investigated the spot where the objeoct had hit, and saw three charred sircles |
in the back yard. ' The ground appsared/ to be baked by intense heat, but no' ob-
jocts were found..”
|
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. oy 5 1 ONLY 22 January, 1‘96,
NO CASE (INFORMATIC! ) 't Walton, Florida

Source: Fawcett

) Oua |

1961 has started offi tc¢ Le ancilher --od w>nr for UFO photographic

l
evidence as twec such everis wele pi ¢kcd up by the eyes of cameras, |
On Jenuary 22 at Ft. Walted, Floride & mctallic-looking,
revolving cigar-shaped object was photographed over the Gulf of |
llexico by Store =anager Harry Ca.sla.t_',..
/
!
|
|
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‘No Case (Information Only) 30 January 1961
Greenfield, Massachusetts

On Jé.hﬁ'a.rz' 30: '1-961 near Greenﬁeld lMassachusette a report

was relayed to me by the Rev. M e o
Robbins liemorial Congregational Church in Greenfield.A ~|

was returning home from work on < AP orth of Greenfield)

at 5:30 P,li. Her car was passed by a low flying object of huge

e —— -

|
|
|
size, which showed large, very bright vhite lights at the front :

and back and n flashing red light in its center, liss Kangas i

stopped her car notor and watohed the serial ebject then turn % |

off, pass directly overhead and n»ve avay at increased speed and ". |

vanish in the distance, It made & slight sound, like tho hum oY ». ? l

child!s spinning top, she Baidy/
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1 - 15 FEBRUARY 1961 SIGHTINGS

DATE LOCATION OBSERVER EVALUATION
Tt Cambridge, Massachusetts Military, Astro (VENUS)
~3 Spangdahlem AB, Germany Militety ‘ Astro (METEOR)
1 3 Van Nuys, Califoraia ool e Insufficieat Data
~5 Maine/Vermoat Area s Multi Astro (METEOR)
RN Cape Wales, Alaska o i . Astre (METEOR)
N6E 20N 134 (Pacific) Military Astro (METEOR)
B e Brooklyn, New York S e Insufficient Data
36 8 Mi E Indiaa Springs, Nevada Military Balloon
3 ~6 43.178 .37.30W (Atlaatic) Military Astro (VENUS)
36 Forsythe, Moatana . SRR Astro (VENUS)
‘t_j ~T | L.G. Hamnscomb Field, Massachusetts Military Astro (VENUS)
48 Philippine Sea Military Astro (METEOR)
3 ~8 23.340 149.42W (Pacific) Military Satellite (ECHO 1)
T Springfield, Massachusetts - e Astro (MZTEOR)
i 8 Daytean, Ohioe L Astro (ALDIBARAN)
g Parkersburg, West Virginia R s dnet T Insufficieat Data
% Bt Bitburg AB, Germany Multi Astre (VENUS)
s =10 09.36N 145.15W (Pacific) USN Insufficient Data
:t T 1p Finlaad Military Other (VENUS PROBE)
t12 Sterling City-Garden City, Texas Multi Astro (VENUS)
~12 GCuadalupe Island Military Satellite

E ~12Feb/3Jun/21Jun Ft Wortk. Taxas N = Aircraflt
] . Astro (STARS/PLANETS)

ST Dayton, Okio Astro (VENUS)
LS Dayton, Ohie- Satellite (ECHO I)

ACDITICNAL REPORTED SIGHTINGS (NOT CASES)

DATE  LOCATION . SOURCE EVALUATION
i Feb Carbindale, Illinois *reen 16k )
18 - Andrews AFB, Wasaizgton MR (Sgt Moen)
Feb Uaniverse Science News Ltr
//
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