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UFO was observed on radar, Cape Canaveral, 1457Z, 11 April 61. It was

observed for at least 30 minutes. Object appeared to orbit iin an orbit which

extended from 10 miles from the Cape to a position approximately 55 miles from

Cape Canaveral and the orbit was at all times on an azimuth of 125° to 127°

SE of Cape Canaveral. According to radar reports the object disappeared

when it got 44 miles away from Cape Canaveral appearing on radar and disappearing

at the farthest end 6 or 7 miles. Made 6 or 7 long orbits. The object finally

disappeared approximately 1530Z in the direction about 125° away from Cape

Canaveral.

Radar Operator on an APS-8 radar. He could paint the object very well.

The paint size of the object was approximately the same size of a C54 aircraft

’

with no transponder operating. This radar was _ tracking was good.

Atmospheric conditions were normal. There was no detection of this object on

a

s

any hefight fimier equipment. £) s Opinions differ es to whether this UFO was

extremely { high or extremely 1-

~

,» overcast, visibility 1O miles, wind ENE

imperature inversion.
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2ST NUMBER 1352, A POLAnIS MISSILE, SCHEDULED T 7 143972 fe

ACTUAL LAUNCH AT 1552 AND 52 SECONDS Z, THE PU:POSE OF THIS LDA

OBSERVATION 1S TO DETERMINE ALL AIRCRAFT AND SHIPS WHI HAY bE I

DANGEK BY THE LAUNCH OF A HISSILE. (2) ELEVATION UNKNOW, AZIMUT

425 DEGIEES FROM ( CANAVERAL. €3) ELEVATION UNKNOWN, AZIMUTH

125 DeGi EnALe (4) UFO FLIGHT PATH IN THE SHAPE

OF LONG NARROW OBIT, OKBIT EX EN JQP MILES FROM THE

CAPE TO ESTIMATED 55 HILES FROM THE CAP= ALOUWG THz AZIMUTH OF omi

4125 TO 127 DEG Ur0 FADED FROM RADAR SCOPE AT RANGE MELE

ORBITAT NKAWNGE 44 MILES, UrO ACCCHSLISHED 6 i . ] r

49 HILES Aid) THE FAVE OUT LANGE Or 44 “ILES, (5) C 5c ce. r=

JHE THis ArHiTC RANGE SUANVEILLANCE Ce-54 Al:.ChAsT WAs of : :

nADAX TO WITHIN <@ AFD ONE HALF MILES OF Tile Uso, UFC HiESCEL D

URE AT A SPEED APPI:OX THAT OF THE C54 ALEC.ARFT [AME £50 KNOTS

DISAPPEARED FROM TEE KADAR SCOPE AT EKANGE 44 FILS: © 699 aH

ESTIMATED SPEED ALONG THE 127 DEGREE AZIMUTH FROMNCAPE CANAVERAL

C6) MOhe THAN 30 MINUTES, K €1) GROUND ELECTHOMICS, FP ADA

PAG: THREE RJEXFQT 59K

USING Om NOT THE MOVING TARGET RECIVER. (€2)
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AEROSPACE TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WRIGHT-PATTERSONAIR FORCE BASE

OHIO

AFCIN-4E/Maj Friend/vw/69216

1: Request for Analysis of UFO Report 13 April 1961

AFCIN-4E1

—er’ your analysis and comments of the attached UFO report.

ry } ea fo F

PHILIP G. EVANS 1 Atch = :
Colonel, USAF Inc TWX, MIW-11-4-2, SoReguer
AFCIN-4E

| /_ t
Uw “

Pt te **) a



JOINT MESSAGEFORM

SPACE BELOW RESERVED FOR

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

COMMUNICATION CENTER

[YAPr§! 20 382

PRECEDENCE

ATIC WPAFB OHIO

COFS USAF WASH DC 47 EZ KG

ACCOUNTING

SYMBOL

ORIG. OR REFERS TO CLASSIFICATION

OF REFERENCE

AF x
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

~—.—

AFSC ANDREWS AFB MD A-7EZFF

“COMBMRSMIIAR FROM 4FCIN-4JE2

_FOR AFCIN Maj Ge

At 1457 Z, 11 April 61

radar in the vi ty of Cape Canaveral,

observers watched the target on an FPS~

n Walsh and For RDY Maj Gen Watson.

an unidentified flying object was sighted on

Three experienced

& radar for 30 minutes

and estimated its speed as ranging between 150 and 660K,

These observers ren orted that the object orbited 6 or 7 times

along an azimuth of 126 degrees from Cape Canaveral and

distances of 10 to 55 miles,

height of the UFO did not agree,

low and others thai it was extremely high.

The radar observers’ estimates of the

some reporting the object as very

A range surveillance

C-54 was vectored to within 2~1/2 miles of the object but reports

from the crew were negative.

Chae

accomplished because GCI #&PS~20 radar
SYMBOL } | SIGNATURE :

AFCIN+4E2 Ee Ae 5h 1 ~ey , Af,

W] TYPEDNAME AND TITLE (Signature, if required) ra aE “TYPED (or gtamyi A ules tein ON a
R a /

a C * ieaend 5 Ae at / a \
| PHONE _ 69216 leer2 | 8) / PHILIP G. EVANS

|® Colonel, USAF

| Deputy for Science & Components

REPLACES DD FORM {73,1 OCT 49, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED

DD frac173

No other intercept action was

the UFO only
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TION =":SECURITY CLASSIFICA

JOINT MESSAGEFORM - CONTINUATION SHEET

FROM

ATIC WPAFB OHIO

ee a

once each three sweeps over an interval of 36 seconds and

ATIC is currentlyreceived no target on the height finder.

collecting data on this incident and will follow with a

report of our findings.

PAGE

NR
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PRINTING OFFIC4





JOINT MESSAGEFORM

SPACE BELOW RESERVED FOR RIMUNICATION CEATER, ~frabl¢ SEED? | HPR ISU -

$<

ACCOUNTING ORIG. OR REFERS T@ | CLASSIFICATION}s CheckPRECEDENCE TYPE MSG (Check) SYMBOL OF REFERENCE

ACTION PRIORITY

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

ATIC WPAFB OHIO

COFS onAP ine DC

J GEN WALSH AND “FOR RDY MAJ GEN WATSO!

AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT WAS SIGHTE!

CANAVERAL PRIOR TO THE

POLARIS MISSILE, SCHEDULED

OBSERVERSWATCHED THE TARGET

SeTororrme aac va. ss , Tm
ML Loo j » t ‘Ad lL

RANGING BETWEEN 150 AND 600 KNOTS. THESE

THAT ' IBJEC “SIT=D6 OR 7 TIMES ALONG AN

DEGREES FROM CAP= IAVEE AND BETWEEN 10 AND 55 MILES FROM

THE CAPE Ti “NGS OBSERVERS' ESTIMATES OF THE HEIGHT OF

UFO DID NOT AGRES,2=PORTING EITHER THAT THE

R VERY HIGH. A RANGE SURVEILLANCE C-54 WAS|ae)

MILES OF TEE OBJ=CT BUT REPORTS FROM THE

THE RANGE C-5 S EQUIPPED WITH AN APS-42 AND

BUT UTILIZED ONLY THE APS-42 DURING THIS ATTEMPT+ omeoe &

SYMBOL | SIGNATURE

:
| AFCIN-4E2
— —— a

W) TYPED NAME TATLE Sida e, if requifed) —-

Major “Robert:Friend
ee 

+

Ee PAGE » NR
ls 734 RM en 7 aay A
SECURITY CLAS SIFICATION

io FORM i 1 Fa REPLACES DD FORM 172. 1 OCT 49, WHICH

1 MAY
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CAPT WALTER FLIN , WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE TEST, NOTIFIED THE

CAL GCI SITE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE UFO, HOWEVER, NO INTERCEPT |
: 43% '

ACTION WAS ACCOMPLISHED BECAUSE @¥ THE GCI FPS-20 RADAR PICKED |
'

UP THE UFO ONLY ONCE EACH THREE SWEEPS OVER AN INTERVAL OF

36 SECONDS AND RECEIVED NO TARGETON THE HEIGHT FINDER.

PART II. ANALXSIS OF THE AVAILABLE DATA LEADS TO THE CONCLUSION
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TARPARGEP, CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS Ho LOGICAL EXPLANATION
THE FPS-20 HEIGHT FINDER WAS UNABLE TO PAINT THE TARGET.

PART IV. NEACT WITH LT/CDL JAMES 0. PAYNE, AFMIC, REVEALED

THAT NO NAVY OPERATION COULD HAVS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SIGHT-

ING AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO SIMILAR INCIDENTSDURING SUBSZQUENT

PART V. IT IS CONCLUDED BY ATIC THAT THE OBJECT SIGHTED on

RADAR AT CAPE CANAVERAL ON 11 APR 61 AT 1457Z WAS PROBABLY A |

REAL TARGET, FLYING AT AN ALTITUDE OF NO MORE THAN 35,000 FEET,|

NO DEFINITE EXPLANATION OF WHY THIS TARGET DID NOT APPEAR ON |
THE FPS-20 CAN BE REACHED, BUT INSPECTION OF THE SITE AND i

THE RADAR MAINTENANCE RECORD WOULD REVCAL IF THIS WAS DUZ TO |
A DEAD AREA OF FAULTY EQUIPMENT. Firs CWO Hares i704)
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SECURITY CLAE rid 4 |

park. aneile has ; estandosed he rae

SMa! 16 202 ie ie |

Rie. en 27s CASTIFIEATION|

“PRIORITY | : a
—_a — eea

# ATIC WPAFB 0 | |

| ‘ADC ENT AFB COLO 1? XD 1A L. me a |
, | 7

THIS MESSAGE IN TWO PARTS. PART I. RECENTLY THERE HAVE BEEN

SEVERAL RADAR SIGHTINGS OF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS AT CAPE

e
e

CANAVERAL DURING THE PREPARATION AND LAUNCHING OF TEST MISSILES.

Aw

ON APRIL 1961, AT APPROXIMATELY 22002, 60 SECONDS BEFORE THE

SCHEDULED LAUNCHING OF POLARIS MISSILE TEST # 1352, A FLYING OBJECT

WAS OBSERVED ON BOTH THE FPS-8 RADAR AT CAPE CANAVERAL AND THE

FPS-20 RADAR AT THE PATRICK AC&W SITE. INTERCEPTION WAS ATTEMPTED

BY AN ADC F-102 AND THE INTERCEPTOR LOCKED ON TO THE UNKNOWN TARGET

| FOR TWO MINUTES. THE UNKNOWN TOOK EVASIVE ACTION AND DISAPPEARED

| PREVENTING FULL ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE INTERCEPT. PART II. THE 2g |

POSSIBILITY OF THE NAVY CONDUCTING OPERATION IN THE AREA, EVEN" C5 ES

| POSSIBLY UNCOORDINATED ASSOCIATION WITH THE TEST, IS WORTH CONSID- ee2 os |

| ERING. REQUEST INFORMATION BE FORWARDED TO ATIC AS TO THE EXTENT or| © C90o" |

| COCRDINATTON ExisPING BETWEENNAVY AND AIR FORCE,BEYOND NORMAL | MAY 1961 _ |

| AFCIN-4z 72 Mois £43
| >t = 7 “eZ (7 ~T i: ry equiree) * } Fae. Ce cf o i 7

lz, Maj Rober¥ y Friend ke
|R tse _ mb yO age PHILIP G. EVANS
| , Ss6uR TIFICATION \' Colonel, USAF |

$3 ae) AT 12earns for Science and Components

. : = hercaces DE isa 4355ss DOD.Dike“200.10.
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9 APRIL , POLARIS SUBMARINE AUNCH AT 23 DEGREESbin 
BULA

SO DEGREES 93 MINU TES WEST TEST Ne 1365 REPORTEDa Phe|

-”

BY TELETYPE SECKET MTwW 26—i—4 AND (3) 27 APRIL JUNO TEST NR 814

T2D BY TELETYPE SECRET MTW 27-4-Se ATTEMPTS TO IDNTIFY THE

UNENOCUNS BY ADC FIGHTER£SNTERCEPTION HAS NOTB
Ty

ii. £ACT THAT ON 19 APRIL AND 27 APRIL WHEN

-AMBLED FROM JACKSONVI[LLi, THE UNKNOWN TARGET DEPpA; TED |

SEFCRE THE ENTERCEPTOR ACCOMPLISHED INTERCEPTION,ae re
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NFC APGC FCOn DCS/I. SUBJ: FINAL REPORT CON CERNING UNKNOWN RADAR

ASGETS ATLANTIC MISSILE RANGE BETWEEN 11 APRIL AND 9 MAY. MESSAGE

PERIOD 21 AP IL THROUGH 27 APRIL 3 UNKNOWN RADAR TARGETS WERE

DETECTED ON HE ANA WITHIN 50 MILES OF CAPE CANAVERAL. THESE

OCCUNSZD ON €21) 11 APRIL, POLARIS TEST 8a 1352 KEPORTED DY TELETYPE
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PAGE THLEE KJEAFQT 90C

3= THAT THE UNIDENTIF IZED RADA. TARGETS WERE CAUSED BY UNKI!0WUN

FOHNGIEN AIRCKAFT OBSERVING M ISSILE LAUNCH OPERATIONS. PART FOUN.

& SUMMARY OF NON-AIK<DREATHING NI ILE LAUNCHES ON THE Ali. FROM

44 APRIL THAOUGH 9 MAY INDICATI NG RADA DETECTION AND Ul POSITION

FOLLOWS. 1. 11 APRIL POLAKIS TESTIk 1352 UNKNOWN TARGET DETEC TED

BY ¥PS-3 NEGATIVE TARGET DEETECTED BX FPS-20 AND FPS<6. U-2 POSITIC

21 19 APRIL POLARIS SUBMARINE LAUNCH TESTta e125 DEGRES 260MILE

NR 13$5 UNIDENTIFIED RADAR TARGET APPEARED ON FPS-8, FPS-20,K FPS-6

AND FFel02 INTERCEPTOh. AC&W UNKNOWN TEACK NE 6066. U=2 POSITION

114 DEGREES 410 MILES. 3¢ 25APRIL MERCURY ATLAS TEST NR S35 NEG=
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PROVE THA THEY ARE UNFRIENDLY FOREIGN AIRCRAFT AND NO PHOTO

MISSION HAS BEEN DETECTED. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THEOR ELECTRONIC

RANGE ‘MAY BE UNDER SURVEILLANCE BY AIRCRAFT BASED ON FOREIGN SOILs

HOWEVER, THIS APPROACH APPEARS TO BE UNLIKELY BECAUSE OF THE

ACCESSIBILITY OF THE CAPE TO OTHER “ORE EFFECTIVE WEANS OF OBSERVA-

TION. THE RANGE AND ALTITUDES OBSERVED TO DATE RULE OUT THE POSSI-

BILITY OF THE PRESENCE OF A “MACH PLUS, SUPER FERFORIIANCE VEHICLE.

THIS COMMAND WILL CONTINUE TO EXERCISE STRINGENT SURVEIL-

LANCE OF THE AMK WITH ALL FACILITIES AVAILABLE AND REPORT ANY

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS OF THIS NATURE. SCP-3
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR robe AS Vininte)
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION Salad ad

INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) F/scc

ACTION: CIN-14

INFO : OOP-2, OOP-CP-1, SAFS-3 (21)
\|

DE RJEDSO 7XC Be UN 7
P 212050Z ZEX ACL 4 OF Ty
FM ATIC WPAFB Tf ReifOF
TO RJEZHQ/COFS USAF WASH DC BF x87

RJEZFF/ AFSC ANDREWS AFB MD Pd

BT ot ae Aig

PART I. FOR AFCIN MAJ GEN WALSH AND FOR RDY MAJ GEN WATSON

AT 1457 11 APR 61 AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT WAS SIGHTED

ON RADAR IN THE VICINITY OF CAPE CANAVERAL PRIOR TO THE

LAUNCHING OF TEST NUMBER 1352, APOLARIS MISSILE, SCHEDULED

T TIME 1433Z. THREE EXPERIENCED OBSERVERS WATCHED THE TARGET

ON AN FPS-3 RADAR FOR 30 MINUTES AND ESTIMATED ITS SPEED AS

RANGING BETWEEN 150 AND 690 KNOTS. THESE OBSERVERS REPORTED

THAT THE OBJECT ORBITED 6 OR 7 TIMES ALONG AN AZIMUTH OF 126

DEGREES FROM CAPE CANAVERAL AND BETWEEN 1@ AND 55 MILES FROM

THE CAPE. THE RANGE OBSERVERS’ ESTIMATES OF THE HEIGHT OF THE

UFO DID NOT AGREE, REPORTING EITHER THAT THE OBJECT WAS VERY LOW

OR VERY HIGH. A RANGE SURVEILLANCE C-54 WAS VECTORED TO WITHIN

2 1/2 MILES OF THE OBJECT BUT REPORTS FROM THE CREW WERE NEGATIVE.

THE RANGE C-54 IS EQUIPPED WITH AN APS-42 AND AN APS-59 RADARS

BUT UTILIZED ONLY THE APS-42 DURING THIS ATTEMPTED INTERCEPT.

AFHQ ,f2TM, 0-309a aeeee
NOV 59

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM k
MAY BE USED.
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STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION

INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) Page 2 of 3

CAPT WALTER FLINT, WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE TEST, NOTIFIED THE

LOCAL GCI SITE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE UFO, HOWEVER, NO INTERCEPT

ACTION WAS ACCOMPLISHED BECAUSE THE GCI FPS-20 RADAR PICKED

UP THE UFO ONLY ONCE EACH THREE SWEEPS OVER AN INTERVAL OF

56 SECONDS AND RECEIVED NO TARGET ON THE HEIGHT FINDER.

PART II. ANALYSIS OF THE AVAILABLE DATA LEADS TO THE CONCLUSION

THAT THE TARGET WAS REAL. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE IN THE REPORT TO

SUGGEST RADAR MALFUNCTION, OR FALSE ECHOS. BECAUSE THE TRACKS

WERE APPARENTLY WELL DEFINED AND HAD A DEFINITE PATTERN. IT IS

BELIEVED THAT THIS WAS A RELATIVELY SMALL TARGET DUE TO THE

FACT THAT IT CONSISTENTLY FADED AT 44 MILES OUTBOUND IN ITS ORBIT

AND REAPPEARED AT APPROXIMATELY 44 MILES INBOUND. THERE IS NO

LOCICAL REASON FOR THE INABILITY OF THE POWERFUL FPS-29 TO TRACK

THE TARGET, UNLESS THIS EQUIPMENT WAS NOT FUNCTIONING PROPERLY AT

THIS TIME OR THE TARGET WAS IN A DEAD AREA FOR THE STATION.

PART III. SINCE NO HEIGHT FINDER DATA WAS OBTAINED CERTAIN

DEDUCTIONS MUST BE MADE RELATIVE TO THE TARGET HEIGHT. THE MINIMUM

REPORTED RANGE OF THE TARGET WAS 18 MILES. SINCE THIS IS SLANT

RANGE AND FURTHER SINCE THE MAXIMUM VERTICAL ANGLE COVERAGE OF THE

FPS-8 IS 25-38 DEGREE THE MAXIMUM TARGET HEIGHT WOULD BE APPROX IM ATELY

59,900 FEET WHICH OBVIOUSLY RULES OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UF O

AFHQ iar ah 0-309a | : :
PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM

MAY BE USED.
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INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) Page 3 of 3

BEING AN EXTREMELY HIGH FLYING TARGET. THE PERIODIC HIGH SPEEDS,

AS HIGH AS 692 KNOTS, REPORTED FOR THE TARGET, COUPLED WITH THE

FACT THAT THE MTI OF THE FPS-8 WAS NOT OPERATING, FURTHER TENDS

TO RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UFO BEING A VERY LOW FLYING

TARGET. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS NO LOGICAL EXPLANATION FOR WHY

THE FPS-29 HEIGHT FINDER WAS UNABLE TO PAINT THE TARGET.

PART IV. CONTACT WITH LT/COL JAMES 0. PAYNE, AFMTC, REVEALED

THAT NO NAVY OPERATION COULD HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SIGHT-

ING AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO SIMILAR INCIDENTS DURING SUBSEQUENT

TESTS.

PART V. IT IS CONCLUDED BY ATIC THAT THE OBJECT SIGHTED ON

RADAR AT CAPE CANAVERAL ON 11 APR 61 AT 1457Z WAS PROBABLY A

REAL TARGET, FLYING AT AN ALTITUDE OF NO MORE THAN 35,000 FEET.

NO DEFINITE EXPLANATION OF WHY THIS TARGET DID NOT APPEAR ON

THE FPS-28 CAN BE REACHED, BUT INSPECTION OF THE SITE AND

THE RADAR MAINTENANCE RECORD WOULD REVEAL IF THIS WAS DUE TO

A DEAD AREA OF FAULTY EQUIPMENT. THIS ORGANIZATION

CONTINUING EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE CASE.

BT
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STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION

INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61)

ACTION: CIN-14

INFO : OOP-2, OOP-CP-1, SAFS-3 (21)

DE RJEDSO 7XC

P 212059Z ZEX

FM ATIC WPAFB

TO RJEZHQ/COFS USAF WASH DC

RJEZFF/ AFSC ANDREWS AFB MD

BT

PART I. FOR AFCIN MAJ GEN WALSH AND FOR RDY MAJ GEN WATSON

AT 1457 11 APR 61 AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT WAS SIGHTED

ON RADAR IN THE VICINITY OF CAPE CANAVERAL PRIOR TO THE

LAUNCHING OF TEST NUMBER 1352, APOLARIS MISSILE, SCHEDULED

T TIME 14348Z.

ON AN FPS-8 RADAR FOR 33 MINUTES AND ESTIMATED ITS SPEED AS

RANGING BETWEEN 152 AND 680 KNOTS. THESE OBSERVERS REPORTED

THAT THE OBJECT ORBITED 6 OR 7 TIMES ALONG AN AZIMUTH OF 126

DEGREES FROM CAPE CANAVERAL AND BETWEEN 18 AND 55 MILES FRQM

THE CAPE. THE RANGE OBSERVERS' ESTIMATES OF THE HEIGHT OF THE

UFO DID NOT AGREE, REPORTING EITHER THAT THE OBJECT WAS VERY LOW

OR VERY HIGH. A RANGE SURVEILLANCE C-54 WAS VECTORED TO WITHIN

2 1/2 MILES OF THE OBJECT BUT REPORTS FROM THE CREW WERE NEGATIVE,

THE RANGE C-54 IS EQUIPPED WITH AN APS-42 AND AN APS-59 RADARS

BUT UTILIZED ONLY THE APS-42 DURING THIS ATTEMPTED INTERCEPT.

AFHQ ,cv'ss 0-309 | CEE
MAY BE USED.
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AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) Page 2 of 3

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

CAPT WALTER FLINT, WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE TEST, NOTIFIED THE

LOCAL GCI SITE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE UFO, HOWEVER, NO INTERCEPT

ACTION WAS ACCOMPLISHED BECAUSE THE GCI FPS-28 RADAR PICKED

UP THE UFO ONLY ONCE EACH THREE SWEEPS OVER AN INTERVAL OF

56 SECONDS AND RECEIVED NO TARGET ON THE HEIGHT FINDER.

PART II. ANALYSIS OF THE AVAILABLE DATA LEADS TO THE CONCLUSION

THAT THE TARGET WAS REAL. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE IN THE REPORT TO

SUGGEST RADAR MALFUNCTION, OR FALSE ECHOS. BECAUSE THE TRACKS

WERE APPARENTLY WELL DEFINED AND HAD A DEFINITE PATTERN. IT IS

BELIEVED THAT THIS WAS A RELATIVELY SMALL TARGET DUE TO THE

FACT THAT IT CONSISTENTLY FADED AT 44 MILES OUTBOUND IN ITS ORBIT

AND REAPPEARED AT APPROXIMATELY 44 MILES INBOUND. THERE IS NO

LOCICAL REASON FOR THE INABILITY OF THE POWERFUL FPS-28 TO TRACK

THE TARGET, UNLESS THIS EQUIPMENT WAS NOT FUNCTIONING PROPERLY AT

THIS TIME OR THE TARGET WAS IN A DEAD AREA FOR THE STATIQN.

PART III. SINCE NO HEIGHT FINDER DATA WAS OBTAINED CERTAIN

DEDUCTIONS MUST BE MADE RELATIVE TO THE TARGET HEIGHT. THE MINIMUM

REPORTED RANGE OF THE TARGET WAS 18 MILES. SINCE THIS IS SLANT

RANGE AND FURTHER SINCE THE MAXIMUM VERTICAL ANGLE COVERAGE OF THE

FPS-8 IS 25-38 DEGREE THE MAXIMUM TARGET HEIGHT WOULD BE APPROXIMATELY

53,002 FEET WHICH OBVIOUSLY RULES OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UFO

AFHQ yov'ss 0-309
PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM

MAY BE USED.
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AFHQ
PREVIOUS

BEING AN EXTREMELY HIGH FLYING TARGET. THE PERIODIC HIG
H SPEEDS,

AS HIGH AS 6@@ KNOTS, REPORTED FOR THE TARGET, COUPLED WI
TH THE

FACT THAT THE MTI OF THE FPS-8 WAS NOT OPERATING, FURTHER TENDS

TO RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UFO BEING A VERY LOW FL
YING

TARGET. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS NO LOGICAL EXPLANATION FOR W
HY

THE FPS-2@ HEIGHT FINDER WAS UNABLE TO PAINT THE TARGET.

PART IV. CONTACT WITH LT/COL JAMES 0. PAYNE, AFMTC, REVEALED

THAT NO NAVY OPERATION COULD HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SI
GHT-

ING AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO SIMILAR INCIDENTS DURING SUBSEQU
ENT

TESTS.

PART V. IT IS CONCLUDED BY ATIC THAT THE OBJECT SIGHTED ON

RADAR AT CAPE CANAVERAL ON 11 APR 61 AT 1457Z WAS PROBABLY A

REAL TARGET, FLYING AT AN ALTITUDE OF NO MORE THAN 35,020 FEET.

NO DEFINITE EXPLANATION OF WHY THIS TARGET DID NOT APPEAR ON

THE FPS-28 CAN BE REACHED, BUT INSPECTION OF THE SITE AND

THE RADAR MAINTENANCE RECORD WOULD REVEAL IF THIS WAS DUE TO

A DEAD AREA OF FAULTY EQUIPMENT. THIS ORGANIZATION

CONTINUING EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE CASE.

BT

om 0-309 |
EDITIONS OF THIS FORM a on€

MAY BE USED.
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STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION

INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN : 28780 (21 Apr 61) F/scc

ACTION: CIN-14

INFO : OOP-2, OOP-CP-1, SAFS-3 (21)

Duress b Df”

DE RJEDSO 7XC CBA yppseeTinai aE
P 212050Z ZEX 

eekie ey Pee 2778

FM ATIC WPAFB 
4 ant i

TO RJEZHQ/COFS USAF WASH DC

heats ANDREWS AFB MD

B

meas1-422 6-776.

PART I. FOR AFCIN MAJ GEN WALSH AND FOR RDY MAJ GEN WATSON

AT 1457 11 APR 61 AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT WAS SIGHTED

ON RADAR IN THE VICINITY OF CAPE CANAVERAL PRIOR TO THE

LAUNCHING OF T m
4ST NUMBER 1352, APOLARIS MISSILE, SCHEDULED

T TIME 1433Z. THREE EXPERIENCED OBSERVERS WATCHED THE TARGET

ON AN FPS-8 RADAR FOR 33 MINUTES AND ESTIMATED ITS SPEED AS

RANGING BETWEEN 150 AND 620 KNOTS. THESE OBSERVERS REPORTED

THAT THE OBJECT ORBITED 6 OR 7 TIMES ALONG AN AZIMUTH OF 126

DEGREES FROM CAPE CANAVERAL AND BETWEEN 18 AND 55 MILES FROM

THE CAPE. THE RANGE OBSERVERS’ ESTIMATES OF THE HEIGHT OF THE

UFO DID NOT AGREE, REPORTING EITHER THAT THE OBJECT WAS VERY LOW

OR VERY HIGH. A RANGE SURVEILLANCE C-54 WAS VECTORED TO WITHIN

2 1/2 MILES OF THE OBJECT BUT REPORTS FROM THE CREW WERE NEGATIVE.

THE RANGE C-54 IS EQUIPPED WITH AN APS-42 AND AN APS-59 RADARS

BUT UTILIZED ONLY THE APS-42 DURING THIS ATTEMPTED INTERCEPT.
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CAPT WALTER FLINT, WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE TEST, NOTIFIED THE

LOCAL GCI SITE OF THE PRESENCE OF THE UFO, HOWEVER, NO INTERCEPT

ACTION WAS ACCOMPLISHED BECAUSE THE GCI FPS-20 RADAR PICKED

UP THE UFO ONLY ONCE EACH THREE SWEEPS OVER AN INTERVAL OF

S6 SECONDS AND RECEIVED NO TARGET ON THE HEIGHT FINDER,

PART II. ANALYSIS OF THE AVAILABLE DaTa LEADS TO THE CONCLUSION

THAT THE TARGET WAS REAL. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE IN THE REPORT TO

_SUGGEST RADAR MALFUNCTION, OR FALSE ECHOS. BECAUSE THE TRACKS

AFHQ

WERE APPARENTLY WELL DEFINED AND HAD A DEFINITE PATTERN. IT IS

BELIEVED THAT THIS WAS A RELATIVELY SMALL TARGET DUE TO THE

FACT THAT IT CONSISTENTLY FADED AT 44 MILES OUTBOUND IN ITS ORBIT

AND REAPPEARED AT APPROXIMATELY 44 MILES INBOUND. THERE IS NO

LOCICAL REASON FOR THE INABILITY OF THE POWERFUL FPS=29 TO TRACK

THE TARGET, UNLESS THIS EQUIPMENT WAS NOT FUNCTIONING PROPERLY AT

THIS TIME OR THE TARGET was IN A DEAD AREA FOR THE STATION.

PART III. SINCE NO HEIGHT FINDER DATA WAS OBTAINED CERTAIN

DEDUCTIONS MUST BE MADE RELATIVE TO THE TARGET HEIGHT. THE MINIMUM

REPORTED RANGE OF THE TARGET WAS 18 MILES. SINCE THIS IS SLANT

RANGE AND FURTHER SINCE THE MAXIMUM VERTICAL ANGLE COVERAGE OF THE

FPS-8 IS 25-38 DEGREE THE MAXIMUM TARGET HEIGHT WOULD BE APPROXIMATELY

59,082 FEET WHICH OBVIOUSLY RULES OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UFO

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM [
MAY BE USED.
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AFHQ

BEING AN EXTREMELY HIGH FLYING TARGET. THE PERIODIC HIGH SPEEDS,

AS HIGH AS 69@ KNOTS, REPORTED FOR THE TARGET, COUPLED WITH THE

FACT THAT THE MTI OF THE FPS-8 WAS NOT OPERATING, FURTHER TENDS

TO RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UFO BEING A VERY LOW FLYING

TARGET. CONSEQUENTLY, THERE IS NO LOGICAL EXPLANATION FOR WHY

THE FPS-22 HEIGHT FINDER WAS UNABLE TO PAINT THE TARGET.

PART IV. CONTACT WITH LT/COL JAMES O, PAYNE, AFMTC, REVEALED

THAT NO NAVY OPERATION COULD HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SIGHT-

ING AND THAT THERE HAVE BEEN NO SIMILAR INCIDENTS DURING SUBSEQUENT

TESTS.

PART V. IT IS CONCLUDED BY ATIC THAT THE OBJECT SIGHTED ON

RADAR AT CAPE CANAVERAL ON 11 APR 61 AT 1457Z WAS PROBABLY A

REAL TARGET, FLYING AT AN ALTITUDE OF NO MORE THAN 35,000 FEET.

NO DEFINITE EXPLANATION OF WHY THIS TARGET DID NOT APPEAR ON

THE FPS-28 CAN BE REACHED, BUT INSPECTION OF THE SITE AND

THE RADAR MAINTENANCE RECORD WOULD REVEAL IF THIS WAS DUE TO

A DEAD AREA OF FAULTY EQUIPMENT. THIS ORGANIZATION

CONTINUING EFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE CASE.

BT

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM - z

MAY BE USED.


